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Aire,  October  7* 

TT  7E  left  Calais  this  morniag,  and  came 
^  ^     to .  St.  Omers  in  the  expedation  of 

teceiving  fuch  information  as  would  deter- 
mine us  whether  it  might  be  expedient  to 
take  Lille  in  our  way  to  Paris :  for  at  Calais 
the  accounts  were  contradidlory ;  according 
to  fome  the  fiege  was  raifed,  according  to 
others  it  ftill  continued. 

On  arriving  at  St.  Omers,  we  were  aflured 
that  the  Aullrian  army  had  retired  from 
before  Lille.  We  therefore  fet  out  direftly 
for  this  place,  and  arrived  jull  time  enough 
to  be  admitted  before  the  gates  were  fhut ; 
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but  we  had  very  great  difficulty  in  finding 
lodgings :  all  the  inns  being  full  of  people^ 
particularly  of  women  and  children  froixv 
Lille,  we  were  obliged  to  drive  about  in  the 
dark  from  inn  to  inn  for  a  confiderable  time 
before  we  could  find  one  to  receive  us ;  and 
at  lad  were  glad  to  be  allowed  to  take 
fhelter  in  a  miferable  nafty  houfe,  with  the 
Cgn  of  the  Three  Kings  over  the  doon  No- 
thing  can  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the  ne- 
gleAed  and  defpifed  date  of  this  inn,  than 
that  a  fign  fo  obnoxious  is  tolerated^  or  ra- 

■ 

ther  overlooked. 

We  were  much  difappointed  on  our  arri- 
val at  Aire,  to  find  the  accounts  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Auftrians  from  before  Lille 
as  uncertain  and  contradictory  as  thofe  of 
Calais.  Not  trufting  to  the  information  I  re- 
ceived at  our  own  wretched  inn,  I  went  to  a 
coflee-houfe  in  fcarch  of  fome  more  to  be  de- 
pended on :  I  addreflcd  my  felf  to  a  grave  look- 
ing man  who  fmoked  his  pipe  at  the  door ;  I 
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foba  found  that  he.  knew  nothing  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  was  more  difpofed  to  afk  queftiona 
than  to  anfwer  them.  He  faid  he  perceived 
I  was  a  ftranger,  and  alked  where  1  lodged  ; 
I  anfwered,  Aux  Trois  Rois.  "  Aux  Trois 
Rois  r*  repeated  he  with  a  grimace^  ^'  ma 
fbiy  Monfieur,  vous  avez  choill  la  des  hdtes 
qui  ne  font  plus  a  la  mode*/* 

Although  none  of  the  inhabitants  of  Aire, 
with  whom  I  converfed,  could  inform  me 
whether  the  Auftrians  had  left    Lille  or 

9 

not,  they  were  all  able  and  mod  willing  to 
tefl  many  ftories  of  their  cruelties.  Whether 
they  added  aught  in  malice  I  know  not,  but 
I  am  perfuaded  they  did  nothing  extenuate. 
The  maid  of  the  inn,  after  giving  a  terrible 
account  of  the  devaftation  and  deftrudion 
occafioned  by  the  pillaging  in  the  villages^ 

•  At  the  three  Kings !— Truly,  Sir,  you  have  chofcn 
your  lodgings  with  people  who  arc  not  much  in  fafliion 
at  prefcnt. 
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faid  it  was  not  cafy  to  tell  whether  the  Hii- 
lans  or  the  red-^hot  bullets  were  the  moft 
mifchievous  J  but,  continued  fhe, "  Ce  qui  eft 
certain,  Monfieur,  eft,  que  le  fang  coule  dans 
ce  pauvre  Lille  depuis  huit  jours  comme 
Teau  coule  dans  les  rues  d*Aire'— ah !  Mon« 
fieur,  cela  dechirele  cocur  !*'* 

Having  pronounced  this  with  a  fympa^ 
thifing  accent,  {he  went  out  of  the  room, 
and  I  heard  her  finging  a  very  gay  tune  its 
fhe  went  down  flairs. 

The  road  to  Paris  this  way  is  much  more 
agreeable  than  that  by  Boulogne,  the  land 
being  more  fertile,  the  fields  better  culti- 
Tated,  the  country  better  inhabited,  and  the 
peafantry  richer.  A  great  deal  of  tobacco 
is  raifed  in  the  country  around  St.  Omers, 
and  between  that  town  and  Aire :  the  leaves 
are  hung  up  to  dry  on  the  walls  of  the  cot- 

♦  What  is  qtiite  certain,  is,  that  blood  flows  in  that 
poor  town  of  Lille,  in  as  great  abundance  as  water  in 
die  (Ireets  of  Aire.    It  is  enough  to  break  one's  heart. 

tages» 
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tages,  and  on  the  fides,  of  the  flacks  of  corn 
and  of  beans  in  the  farm-yards. 

We  paflfed  long  trains  of  waggons  with 
grain  for  the  army  now  afiembling  near  Lille. 

Arrasj  O&ober  8. 

Aire  has  the  appearance  of  a  very  poor 
town,  and  it  might  be  imagined  that  the  num- 
ber of  women  and  children  who  have  fled  to 
it  from  Lille  would  render  it  alfo  a  very  me- 
lancholy place :  I  could  not  help  remarking, 
however,  that  the  firft  thing  we  heard  laft 
night  when  we  entered  the  town,  was  the 
tune  of  f^  tra;  and  on  quitting  it  this  mornr 
ing  the  fame  tune  was  refounding  through 
the  flreets,  the  paffengers,  whether  going  to 
their  work  or  to  matins,  moving  their  heads 
and  fteps  in  cadence  all  the  way. 

As  a  great  many  poft-horfes  are  cm- 
ployed  in  the  public  fervice,  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  we  got  to  Bethune.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  poft-houfe,  which  is  on  the 
outfide  of  the  fortifications,  we  were  in-  - 
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forme.1,  that  we  could  not  get  horfcs  for  the 
chaife  in  lefs  than  three  or  four  hours,  and 
none  for  the  fervants  even  then. 

We  walked  into  the  town,  which  is  beau- 
tifully  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground,  with  a  de- 
lightful profpeft  of  a  rich  country  all  around. 
It  was  market  day,  and  the  town  was 
crowded  with  well  dreffed  cheerful  looking 
peafants. 

We  entered  into  converfatlon  with  an  of* 
ficcr  of  cavalry  on  the  public  fquare :  he  had 
left  Lille  three  days  before.  He  faid  that  the 
firing  was  violent  when  he  came  away,  but 
there  had  been  none  heard  fmce  Saturday 
night: — this  is  Monday.  He  had  fmce  heard 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  to  the  diftance  of 
a  league  from  the  town;  whether  they  meant 
to  renew  the  bombardment  or  not,  he  did 
not  know,  but  at  any  rate  he  was  perfuaded 
they  would  not  be  able  to  take  the  town,  as 
the  inhabitants  were  refolved  to  be  buried  in 
the  ruins  rather  than  furrender. 

Another  pcrfon  accofted  me  foon  after, 

as 
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as  I  was  looking  at  the  tree  of  Liberty  which 
is  planted  in  the  market  place ;  it  was  hung 
round  with  garlands '  of  flowers,  with  em* 
blems  of  freedom,  and  various  infcriptions. 
He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  yet  certainly 
known  whether  the  Auftrians  had  entirely 
xelinquifhed  their  attack  on  Lille;  that  at  the 
word  they  could  only  deftroy  the  houfes, 
hut  would  never  be  able  to  take  the  town. 
On  my  afking  if  he  thought  we  (hould  be 

allowed  to  enter  the  town,  in  cafe  we  were 
to  proceed  by  that  route^  he  anfwered,  that 
the  town  had  never  been  entirely  blockaded^ 
and  that  even  during  the  bombardment^ 
which  was  made  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the 
gate  towards  Bethune  had  been  kept  open 
for  feveral  hours  every  day ;  that  as  we  were 
provided  with  paflfports  we  would  be  ad- 
mitted as  foon  as  we  arrived,  but)  he  added, 
that  the  roads  were  very  much  cut  and  def^ 
troyed,  and  he  queftioned  whether  we  (houU 
^d  borfes  at  the  poft-houfes  between  6e« 
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thune  and  Lille.  On  the  whol^  lie  faid,  wo 
muft  expe6:  to  meet  with  man^r  obftadesy' 
and  therefore  advifed  us  to  go  to  Paris  by 
.Arras, — We  determined  to  follow  his  ad«i 
vice.  He  then  explained  the  allegoric 
figures  that  had  been  placed  jound  the  tree  of 
Liberty  two  days  before  on  account  of  fome 
public  feait  or  rejoicing  t  this  led  him  on  to 
fpeak  of  the  revolution,  to  which  he  ap-. 
peared  to  be  a  zealous  friend.  He  profefTed 
a  great  efteem  for  the  Englifh,  becaufe 
they  are  the  friends  of  freedom;  and 
added,  that  although  fome  of  his  acquaint^ 
ance  had  a  ftrong  perfuafion  that  the  Britiih 
cabinet  was  watching  for  an  opportunity  of 
declaring  againft  France,  when  fhe  was  at* 
tacked  and  menaced  by  fo  many  other 
powers,  yet  he,  for  his  part,  could  not  believe 
that  fo  cowardly  a  policy  would  be  adopted 
by  fo  brave  a  nation.  The  conduft  of  the 
French  court  towards  Great  Britain  during 
the  coateft  with  America  occurred  to  me,  but 

I  did 
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Ididfiot  think  it  expedient  to  remind  him  of 
it»  He  continued  to  ohferve,  that  France 
being  now  unanimous  for  a  republic^  all 
the  •efforts  of  their  enemies  to  conquer  the 
country,  or  didate  a  government  to  the  in« 
habitants,  would  prove  vain  ;  they  would  btt 
exterminated,  rather  than  fubmit  to  foreign 
powers,  or  to  their  old  oppreflbrs. — "  We 
have  been,'*  added  he  with  great  warmth^ 
*^  too  long  opprefied  by  a  race  of  weak  luxa^i 
rious  princes^  and  trode  upon  by  an  infolent 
yet  flavifh  nobleflc;  it  is  difficult  to  get  rid  ik 
foiries  CCS  ver mines f  but  as  they  are  now  moftl j 
gone,  it  will  be  our  faults  if  we  ever  allow 
them  to  return."— Here  I  could  not  help  re^ 
minding  him,  that  many  of  the  nobility  had 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  as  the  friends  of 
Liberty,  and  fome  were  actually  at  the  head 
of  the  armies  of  the  republic  at  that  mo* 
ment;  I  mentionedCuftine,  Biron,  and  Mon- 
tefquieu.  He  acknowledged  the  merit  of 
thole  I  had  named,  and  of  fome  others  j  '^  but 

as 
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as  for  the  greater  part  of  the  reft,"  added  he, 
^  the  only  fervice  they  ever  rendered  their 
country  was  by  running  away  from  it :  if 

they  had  all  remained,  the  democrates 
would  not  have  fuch  an  eafy  game,  and 
Heaven  knows  what  might  have  happened ; 
but  they  are  gone,  and  it  is  our  bufinefs  to 
keep  them  off:  let  them  go  and  crouch  to 
other  kings,  and  domineer  over  other  flaves, 
none  are  to  be  found  in  France,-^This  is  the 
land  of  liberty  and  equality, — A  camp 
is  already  formed  at  Douay,  another  H 
forming  nearer  Lille;  if  thirty  thoufand 
more  men  are  required,  they  will  be  raifed 
in  this  neighbourhood  without  difficulty: 
hardly  a  peafant  or  tradefman  in  France,  but 
is  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  ready 
to  fhed  his  blood  for  his  country/* — The 
man  ta)ked  with  fuch  animation  of  voice 
and  gefture  as  drew  a  crowd  around  us,  who 
all  feemed  to  fympathife  with  what  he  iaid: 
this  was  not  unobferved  by  the  fpeaker, 

who 
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who  by  the  looks  he  threw  on  the  fum>und« 
ing  cu'cle,  and  by  the  elevation  of  voice, 
ihewed  that  he  was  as  folicitous  to  be  beard 
by  it  as  by  me. 

.  I  was  told y  after  he  quitted  me,  that  he  wa$ 
not  a  citizen,  of  Bethune,  as  I  iirft  imagined, 
but  a  Parifian.  I  underfland  that  there  are 
snanyfpies  andemiflaries  m  the  various  towns 
of  France,  hired  by  the  executive  power 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  Spreading  thofc 
fentiments,  and  alfo  to  examine  what  are  the 
prevailing  opinions.  Whether  this  man-ia 
one  of  thofe  I  know  not,  but  he  could  not 
have  ihewn  himfelf  a  more  zealous  repub* 
Ucan  had  he  been  ever  fo  well  paid  fdr  it. 

When  we  returned  to  the  poft-houfe,  wc 
were  informed  that  we  might  have  horfes 
for  the  chaifes,  but  there  were  no  bidets  for 
the  fervants,  all  of  them  being  employed  by 
the  couriers  "who  were  continually  paifing 
^nd  repafling  on  the  public  fervice.  There 
y7M  a  necefBty  therefore  to  take  the  fiuvants 

into 


('  '*  ) 

Into  the  cTiaifes,  and  in  thi^  manner  we 
were  dragged  through  very  bad  roads  to 
Arras. 

We  met  a  battalion  of  national  guards  on 
the  way.  The  citizens  of  A  mienano  fooner 
heard  that  Lille  was  invefted,  than  they 
raifed,  clothed,  and  armed  this  battalioii 
at  their  own  expence.  The  men  feem  in 
high  fpirits,  and  were  marching  with  great 
ardour  to  Lille. 

Robefpierre  is  a  native  of  Arras;  thlt 
great  luminary  of  the  revolution  not  only 
renders  Arras  more  confpicuous,  but  has 
thrown  a  ray  of  light  on  his  brother,  who 
lived  nere  in  obfcurity,  but  is  now  chofen  a 
deputy  to  the  convention, 

Cttvillyi  0£tober  9* 

•We  left  Arras  at  fix  in  the  morning,  and 
with  much  difficulty  arrived  at  this  wretched 
villac;e  a  little  after  it  was  dark  :  we  had  been 
detained  feveral  hours  at  Peronne,  waiting 

for 
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for  the  return  of  poft-horfesj  and  afterwards 
till  the  poor  animals  were  fcd^  and  had  xa 
fome  meafure  recovered  their  fatigue/ 

Peronne  is  ftrongly  fortified,  but  the 
only  garrifon  in  it  at  prefent  confifb  of 
citizens ;  they  are  however  well  armed,  and 
mod  of  the  men,  and  all  the  officers,  are  in 
the  uniform  of  the  national  guards. 

A  battalion  of  the  Gensd'Armes  of  Paris 
are  expedled  at  Peronne  this  night.  The 
quarter-mafter  with  fome  other  of  the 
corps  are  already  arrived. 

I  was  witnefs  to  a  fcene  which  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  kind  of  liberty  which  exifls 
in  France  at  prefent. 

I  had  joined  three  officers  of  the  city 
guards,  who  were  walking  in  the  fquare  op- 
pofite  to  the  poft-houfe.  One  of  them,  a 
very  genteel  and  obliging  man,  was  giving  • 
me  what  information  I  afked,  when  two 
men,  in  the  uniform  of  the  expeded  batta- 
lion,  came  up  to  us,  and  one  of  them  in  a 

haughty 
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liiugbty  and  menacing  manner,  demanded 
how  it  happened  that  the  fleurs  de  lis  and 
other  fymbols  of  royahy,  to  "^hich  he 
pointed^  were  not  effaced  from  the  fleeple 
and  the  front  of  the  town-houfe. 

The  oflScer  replied,  that  it  was  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  mayor,  and  he  knew  nothing 
about  it*  On  which  the  other  burft  forth 
into  many  abufive  expreilions  againft  the 
mayor,  calling  him  raical  and  ariftbcrate, 
and  fwearing  that  when  he  met  him,  he 
would  cut  him  in  pieces :  as  he  faid  this, 
he  drew  his  fabre .  and  feemed  difpofed  to 
quarrel  with  all  around  him. 

Another  officer  of  the  city  guards,  more 
advanced  in  years  than  the  former,  addrefTed 
this  furious  fellow  in  a  foothing  manner, 
afluring  him  that  the  municipality  had  air 
ready  given  orders  that  the  emblems  of 
which  he  complained  ihould  all  be  re* 
moved  j  that  the  reafon  of  its  not  being  al- 
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ready  done  was  becaufe  the  mayor,  who  was 


a  very  honeft  man,  and  of  courfe  no  arlilcKi 
crate,  had  been  entirely  occupied  in  fending 
neceiTaries  to  their  difliretfed  fribnds  at  Lille, 
and  in  providing  good  quarters  for  the  bat- 
talion of  Parifians  which  was  expefted. 

This  conciliatory  language  fnioothed 
the  threatening  brow  of  the  man,  who  at 
laft  fheathed  his  fword,  and  walked  away 
with  his  companion.  Each  of  thefe  fellows 
had  a  brace  of  piftols  ftuck  in  his  belt|  and 
there  was  fomething  in  their  looks,  as  well 
as  their  deportment,  which  gave  me  a  fofpi* 
clon  that  they  belonged  to  the  afTafiinating 
band  of  September. 

for  the  firft  two  polls  after  leaving  Pe* 
ronne,  we  were  continually  meeting  fmall 
bodies  of  the  Gens  d'Armes  who  were 
haftening  to  the  relief  of  Lille :  they  marcfi 
in  a  very  ftraggling  manner.  The  battalion 
confifts  of  a  thoufand  men  i  I  do  not  fup* 
pofc  tliere  was  above  two  hundred  in  a  body, 
with  the  colours.     They  cried  as  we  pafleil, 

2  Vive 
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Ive  k  nation  !  vive  la  republique  I  and  itk 
a  manner  that  fufficiently  iknoted  that  it 
was  cxpe^^d  wc  fhould  do  the  fame,  which 
wc  did  accordingly  ;  but  this  ceremony  be* 
coming  a  little  fatiguing,  one  of  the  fervanta 
refrained  from  joining  in  the  cry  when  he 
Was  invited. — A  foldier  obferving  this,  feized 
tfie  bridle  of  his  horfe,  and  ordered  hjm  to 
repeat  the  words  ;  with  which  as  the  man 
did  not  immediately  comply,  another  lc-» 
veiled  his  piece,  and  would  probably  have 
fired,  if  Lord  Lauderdale  had  not  darted  his 
head  out  of  the  window  of  the  carriage,  calU 
ing  out,  that  the  man  did  not  underibmd 
their  language,  that  he  was  un  Anglois ;  oxk 
which  the  foldier  raifed  his  mufket,  and  a 
young  officer  waving  his  hat  and  calling  out 
Vivent  les  Anglois !  we  pafTed  on.  AU 
though  there  is  no  danger  of  a  man's  lofmg 
his  money  by  robbery  on  the  high-way 
when  he  travels  in  France,  he  is  in  confide-- 
rable  danger  of  lofing  his  life,  if  be  happens 

not 
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ttb(  to  i)b  ^<m^ve  and  obedient  to  tlie  word 
df  command  on  occafions  like  this; 

It  was  fifty  to  one  that  this  fervant  was 
liot  (hot  through  the  head,  or  thruft  through 
with  a  bayonet  fot  Kis  tardincft  in  the 
jprefent  inftance ;  and*  if  he  had,  fome 
bne  would  haVe  obferved,  as  the  man  did 
at  Clermont,  C*e^  un  bomme  de  moifis^  and 
iio  farther  notice  would  hate  been  taken  of 
the  incident. 

The  whole  tjf  this  battalion  confifted  of 
llbut  men,  all  well  armed  and^ell  clothed,but 
there  feemed  to  be  little  fubordination  among 
them;  and  I  underftand  that,  in  general  thertt 
is  left  in  thofe  regiments  which  are  formed 
of  Parifians  than  in  the  other  cotps.  . . 

When  we  arrived  at  the  poft-houfe,  a 
tonfi'derabld  number  were  caroufing  and 
finging  Tongs  in  honour  of  the  revolution* 
They  feemed  defirous  to  eonverfe  with  us^ 
tad  one  who  was  a  good  deal  elevated  with 
ii^me^  prdclaiTiied  aloud  the  exploits  they 
^oL  II.  C  were 


•  ' 
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were  to  perform.  **  After  driving  $is  Gkeux  des 
Autrichicns^'^  (aidhe^  '*  from  Lille,  we  ihaUfd^ 
low  them  to  BrufTels,  and  there  pafs  the  win« 
ten''  Another,  addrefling  Lord  L^uderdale^ 
faid»  **  Je  vois  bienque  vous  etes.  Anglais, 
IVlonfieur,  mais  j'efpere  que  vou^  n'Stes  pas 
du  chambre  des  pairs  qui  font  tous  de  •  .  /^ 
here  he  added  a  very  grofs  epithet,  in  too 
great  ufe  all  over  France. 

They  then  proceeded  on  their  march,  vo- 
ciferating certain  foogs  of  the  groflefl  na- 
ture, and  fhamiefuUy  abufive  of  the  King 

and  Queem     Several  were  in  a  fit  nation 

* 

which  put  it  out  of  their  power  td  march  to 
Peronne  that  day.  Their  comrades,  how- 
ever, prepared  a  carriage  for  them,  which 
at  length  drove  away. 

I  afked  the  poft-mafter  if  thofe  men  were 

obedient  to  their  officers :  '*  Comme  vous 
etes  a  moi,  Monfieur,"  anfwered  he,  "  et 
peut-£tre  pas  m^me  autant — comme  je  vais 
vous  le  prouvcr ;''— this  excited  my  curio^ 
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lity-r**  Fpr^"  continued  the  poft-mafter,  as  T 
'  am  perfuad«d,t{iat  Monjieur  is  a  man  who 
liftens  to  reafon,  you  would  par  confdquence 
comply  with  what  I  required^providedit  were 
jufl:  and  reafonable ;  whereas  thofe  men  ne- 
ver mind  what  their  officers  fay,  whether  it 
is  reafonable  or  not/' 

There  was  fomething  more  precife  and 
Ibrmal  in  this  man's  manner  than  is  ufual 
with  Frenchmen,  which  induced  me  to  en- 
quire a  little  about  him  of  one. of  the  poflil- 
lions ;  who  told  me  he  had  formerly  been  a 
fchool-mafter  in  a  neighbouring  village. 

He  gave  us  another  proof  of  his  power  of 
reafoning;  on  his  putting  only  two  horfes  to 
a  chaife  inflead  of  three,  which  is  ufual>  he 
advertif^d  us  that  he  expe&ed  to  be  paid  for 
three.  I  hinted  that  this  did  not  feem  quite 
reafonable:  he  immediately  undertook  to 
prove  that  it  was  highly  reafonable  in  him 
to  exadl  as  much  for  two  horfes  as  for  three^ 
or,  if  any  diflference  were  to  be  made,  fome- 

» 

C  2  ^  what 


what  morci  we  were  all  attention. — ^^  I  w8l 
have  the  honour,  Gentlemen,  refumed  ht 
with  a  folemn  air,  of  making  this  as  clear 
as  day  light.  You  muft  all  kaow  that  tra-* 
velfers  are  often  detained  in  the  middle  of 
their  journey  by  an  accident  happening  ta 
one  of  the  horfes  in  their  carriage ;  but  there 
is  a  greater  chance  of  this  happening  to  one 
of  three  horfes  than  of  two." — His  argument 
was  allowed  to  be  irrcfiftible,  and  he  wa» 
paid  his  full  demand.  **  All  that  I  ever  de- 
fire'  of  any  mortal/*  faid  the  poft-mafter  as 
he  received  payment,  "  is  that  he  will*  only 
hear  me,  and  liften  to  the  voice  of  reafon — 
but  thofe  men  who  are  juft  gone  would  da 
neither/' 

I  underftood  that  while  he  was  proving 
to  them  that  his  bill  was  very  reafonable^ 
they  had  ait  him  fhort  in  the  middle  of  hid-, 
argument,  and  paid  him  with  half;  defiring 
him  to  recolledl  -that  fait,  which  before  the 
revolution  coft  fourteen  fds  the  pound,  wa» 

BOW 
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tiow  fold  at  two,  and  that  the  price  of  to* 
bacco  had  been  dimiiuQied  in  the  fame  pro* 

portion.  — 

»  .  ♦       ►, 

I 

.   Paii3|  October  I  oth. 

Having  left  our  miferaWe  quarters  a  Jit^le 
after  five  this  morning,  we  arrived  at, Paris 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  paflmg  through 
the  lines  which  have,  been  forming  in  tjbe 
plains  of  St«  Denis.  Military  men  laugh  at 
the  idea  of  defending  fuch  a  town  as.  Paps 
by  any  intrenchments  which  could  he  madCv 
before  the  Pruflians  come^  if  they  cpme  at 
all ;  and  which,  if  made,  would  require  a 
garrifon  of  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  all 
the  cannon  in  France  to  proteft*  The  Pa^ . 
rifians,  however,  •  fcem  pleafed  with  thcfc 
intrenchments  j  particularly  the  wom^en,  of 
whom  we  obferved  grc^j;,nufnhers,  with  their 
ufual  gaiety,  intermingled  with  the  work- 
iQen#« . 

H»7ing.written  fp  ;aL|i  acquainjta^f.,tp  in- 

C  3  form 
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form  him  abbut  what  time  we  expeded  to  be 
at  Paris,  we  drove  to  the  Hotel  des  Tuile- 
ries,  where  he  had  engaged  lodgings,  which 
were  preferred  on  account  of  their  vicinity 
to  the  Conventional  Affembly,  • 

It  will  not  be  improper  to  mention  here 
fome  things  which  took  place  in  the  Con^ 
vention  during  our  abfence  fronr  Paris,  but 
of  which  I  did  not  know  the  particulars  till 
my  return. 

One  moft  important  objefl:,  and  which 
demanded  the  early  attention  of  the  Conven- 
tiort,  was  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  ispoilible,  the 
French  nation  from  the  foul  ftaiti  of  the  late 
maffacres,  by  bringing  the  real  authors  of 
them  to  punilhment.  '^o  this  the  Conven- 
tion was  invoked  by  juftice,  and  prompted 
by  every  feeling  of  our  nature. — In  an  af- 
fembly  in  which  there  are  fome  clergymen, 
many  lawyers,  and,  as  I  am  told,  a  confider- 
able  number  of  philofopherF,  it  was  not  t6  be 
fuppofcdthat  a  meafure  fo  neccflary  ancf  be- 

•  .  coming 
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coming  would  be  long  delayed.  But  it  is 
fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  a  fcaman  was 

w 

the  lirft  wlio  fixed  the  attention  of  the  Af* 
fembly  upon  it. 

•*  n  eft  temps,"  faid  Kerfaint,  *•  d'elcver 
des  ^chafauds  pour  ceux  qui  commettent  les 
aflafHnatSy  et  pour  ceux  qui  les  prov6quent» 
&c.  •  .  •  II  y  a  peut-Stre  plus  de  courage 
qu'on  ne  penfe  a  s'elever  contre  les  aflafCns, 
mals  dufTai-je  tomber  fous  leurs  coups,  je  fe- 
rai  digne  de  la  confiance  de  mes  conci* 
toyens*/* 

He  then  moved  that  four  commiflioners 
Ihould  be  immediately  appointed  to  propofc 
the  moft  effe^ual  meafures  for  the  prevent- 
"ing  and  punifhing  aflTaflination,  and  that  ^^ 

^  It  is  fuU  time  to  ered  fcafiblds  for  thofe  who  com* 
mit  afiffinattoiiB,  or  prompt  others  to  commit  them,  kc. 
•  •  •  Perhaps  it  requires  more  courage  than  Ihight  be*  ^ 

imagined  to  fpeak  agaii^ft  aflaffins,  but  ihould  I  fall  the. 
victim  of  their  vengeance,  I  will  (hew  myfelf  worthy  of 

(be  confidence  of  my  fellow'-citizensi 

C  4  their 
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their  plan  (hould  b^  prefpated^to  the.CpQdi 
irention  the  next  dayt 

It  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  that   fucl^ 

-  -    *.  ■  < 

a  meafure  would  be  oppofed.. — Strange  a< 
this  appears,  Jioweyer,  it  papt  vith  pp^f 
pofition^ 

Bazlre  obferved,  that    France  was    ti^\ 

'  •   .  ....... 

in  the  crifis  of  a  revolution,  and  very  vi^ 
gorous  meafures  were  neceflary,— Jt  was  tru^Ci, 
he    addedj^    that  .  many  furpe(p;ed   p^rfon^^ 
had  beenarrefled  and  punifhed}  thpfe  pef- 
fons  had  been  endeavouring  to  raife  a  ciyi)^ 
war  J  but,  continued  he,  jhere  are  not  four 
men  to  be  found  in  all  France  capably.. (q^^ 
give  apian  y^hich  can,  in  the  prefentmoe* 
ipent,  recpncile  the  public  intereft  \yith  the* 
rights  of  the  citizens. 

^.Tallica    (he.  wha  w^  l^t^cret^iyiito  the 
Cou/kU  of  the  Community  oii.the  ad. of  Sbsp^' 
tcmber,)  faid,  that  the  exiftihg  laWs  againft 
affafEnatioxi  were  fu^cient  for  the  fafety  of 


^  <.  i      '•      •     4 
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liit  citizens,  and  propofed  the  order  of  ^ 
^ay  to  Kerfaint's  iraotion. 

Others  afked  for  itB^adjonrnmcntf 

To  demand  the  adjourpo^elK  of  fucH  A 
motion;  cried  Vergniaud,  is^to  demand  xm* 
punity  foe  aflaifisSi  to  propofe  the.  order 
of  the  day  is  to  propofe  aoiarcfay^— -Theie 
gre  men,  added  he^  who.  o»U  thcrofelvta  rcf 
publicans,  apd  afe^  in  reality^  the  flaves.of 
lyrant&j  they,  fpread  fufpiqions,  hatred  and 
vengeance  among  the  ciiu^ens^ — ^they  wifh 
to  excite  the  French  people,,  like  the  fgl^ 
^iers  of  Cadmus^  to  cut  one  another's  throatv 
^nftead  of  fightiqg  the  cofnpion  enemy. 

He  ended  an  eloquent  ipeech  by  fiippoit^ 
>ng  Kerfaint's  motion^ 

Collot  d'  Herhois  and  others  faid,  that  thi» 
isiotion  was  intended  for  eftabU(hihg  a  law 
pf  bloody  and  that  there  were  men  in  office 
who  would  ufe  it  for  the  d^ftn|£fcion  of  the 
piqft  diftinguilhed  patriots. 

Some  of  thofe  whom  Collot  d*  Herbois 
yneatit  by  the  mod  diflinguifhed  patriots  are 

ftroftgly 
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ftrongly  fufpeded  of  being  the  planners  of 
the  maflacrcs — CoHot  d'Hcrbois  himfelf  is' 
not  clear  of  this  fufpicion,  which  accounta 
Ibr  the  oppontion  to  Kerfaint^s  motion* 
•   Meiiin  of  ThionTiUe  oppc^ed  the  mo-* 
tton,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  afferf ,  that  the 
bakeri  who  was  murdered  by  the  mob  fome 
months^  before^  on  a  fufpicioh  of  engroiHng 
grain  ta  raife  the  price  of  bread »  had  beea 
aiordered  oa  purpofe  to  furnilh  a  pretext 
for  proclaiming  fnartial  law^   and  by  that 
means  to  juftify  the  troops  for  firing  on  the 
pec^le,  which  was  then  intended,  and  afteiv 

wards  performe4  in  the  Champ  de  Mars. 
The  Queen ^  from  motives   of  humanity, 

had  fliewn  Idndnefs  and  generofity  to  this 
man's  widow ; — in  confequence  of  which 
the  ridiculous  falfehood,  now  mentioned 
by  MierUn,  wfis  iaveoted  and  propagated^ 

Kerf^ipt  fpoke  with  energy  againll  thofe 
abfurd  imputations ;  and  Buzot,  with 
ftroiig  4n4  perfpieuQua  feafoning,  ihewed 

that 
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that  the  prcpofed  law  was  not  to  fhed  blood, 
hut  to  prevent  blood  from  being  flied  j  and 
in  addition  propofed,  that  a  guard  ihould  be 
formed  from  all  the  83  departments  for  the 
immediate  protefliion  of  the  Convendon, 
that  each  department  might  have  the  con- 
vi^tion  that  its  deputies  could  (peak  and 
vote  freely,  and  were  not  influenced  by  fear 
cither  of  the  people  in  the  gialleries,  or  of 
the  Council  General  of  the  Community  of 
Paris^  which  had  ufurped  fo  much  power, 
and  had  exSrcifed  it  with  fo  much  ty- 
fauny* 

|t  was  at  lail  d^reed^  that  fix  commifC^ 
oners  (houkl  be  appointed  to  form  a  law 
againft  the  inciters  fo  murder  and  aifaflina^ 
tion^  and  alfo  to  give  ifl  a  plstn  for  the  for- 
mation of  a  guard  to  be  at  i6h  difpofal  of 
the  Convention,  which  was  to  be  drawn 
frorti  all  the  83  departments,  to  prevent  the 
Convention  from  being  domineered  over  by 

the 
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the  General  Council  of  the  Commune  o£ 
Paris  as  the  Lcgiflative  Affembly  had  beea. 

This  General  Council  excrcifes  its  ufurped 
power  in  a  dreadful .  manner :  citizens  are 
ftill  arrefted  and  imp^ifontd  by  orders  ifliied 
by  its  members* 

Two  commiifioners  from  this  conncil,  de- 
clared at  the  eledion  of  the  deputy,  at  Au- 
xerre^  that  the  Cpmmiine  of  Faria  pofTeflTed. 
&e  whole  power  of  the  State  ;  that  thofc 
chofen  as  deputies  fhould  pu(  their  confix 
dence  in  the  Copnimune^  and  not  in  the  Na^ 
tional  Affembly,  the  minifters,  or  the  ge* 

nerals. 

Commiilioners  from  the  fame  coui^il  ad-* 
vifed  the  inhabitants  of  Douay  to  ere^ 
fcaffolds  on  the  ramparts, and  tp  execute. all 
who  were  of  a  different  opinion  firom  them, 

as  aridocrats  and  traitors. 

« 

And  two  other  commiffioners  from  that 
community  raifcd  fuch  a  fpirit  of  infurrec* 

6  tion 
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tioii  at  tlie  Eledoral  Aflembly  of  Seine  and 
Marne  that  fourteen  perfons  were  murdered 
m  the  tower  of  Meaux.— -Thofe  fads  were 
announced  hj  different  members  of  the  Con-* 
v^ntion. 
Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  urgent  than 

to  deprive  this  Community  of  its  ufurped 
power;  and  for  this  purpofe  it  feems  abfo- 
hitely  neceflary  that  the  Convention  fhould 
have  guards,  and  fiich  executive  force  at  its . 
command  as  will  overbalance  and  keep  in 
awe  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  who  are  at  any 
dme  to  be  put  in  adion  by  the  influence  of 
Santerrei  and  the  money  of  another  perfon 
who  has  a  great  deal  at  his  command,  which 
be  is  faid  to  lavifh  among  the  fans-culottes  of 
the  fuburbs,  when  any  meafurc  is  to  be  car- 
ried for  the  intereft  of  the  party. 

Some  time  after  this  a  moft  extraordinary 
fcene  was  exhibited  in  the  Conventional  At- 
fembly: — Merlin  de  ThionvIIIe,  a  man  far 
more  diftinguilhed  for  zeal  than  prudence, 

declared 
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declared  tliat  La  Source  had  in  private  coftf^ 
verfation  faid,  that  there  was  a  fa&ion  in  the 
Convention  for  eftablifliing  a  didator,  and 
he  called  on  La  Source  to  announce  who 
this  intended  didator  was^  that  he  might  be 
inftantly  poniarded. 

La  Source^  who  mufl  have  been  fbme- 
what  furprifed  to  hear  a  private,  perhaps  a 
confidential  remark,  publifhed  in  this  man* 
ner,  explained  what  he  had  faid  differently. 
He  faid  that  he  had  complained  of  the  ty- 
ranny of  certain  men,  who  flatter  and  de- 
ceive the  citizens  of  Paris,  artd  who  point 
out  the  bell  friends  of  the  people  as  vidims 
to  the  rage  of  aflaflins :  that  fuch  men  were 
already  dictators;  that  there  was  the  greatefl 
neceflity  for  an  armed  force  to  fecure  the  in- 
dependence  of  the  Convention,  and  pre-, 
vent  it  from  being  didlated  to  by  thofe  who 
had  ufurped  illegal  influence.—^**  Let  thofe 
men  of  blood,  he  added,  tremble,  and  know 
that  the  fame  power  which  hurled  Lewis 

from 
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from  hi8  throne^  \vill  not  long  fufier  the 
defpotlfm  of  others.*' 

But  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  Rebecqui, 
one  of  the  deputies  for  Marfeilles,  in  dircd 
terms,  accufed  the  partizans  of  Robefpierre 
of  a  defign  of  raifing  him  to  the  diftatorfliip. 

Danton,  dreading  that  this  might  draw^n 
a  difcuilion  and  produce  an  invefligatioa 
which  he  wifhed  to  prevent,  endeavoured 
with  fome  addiefs  ta  turn  the  attention  of 
die  Aflembly  to  a  different  objeflu  He 
moved  that  the  pains  of  death  ihouM  be  de« 
creed  on  any  perfon  who  fhould  attempt  to 
deftroy  the  unity  of  France,  by  dividing  it 
into  different  commonwealths,  bound  toge* 
ther.by  a  federative  bond,  like  the  United 
Provinces  and  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland. 
Danton  knew  that  Buzot,  Vergniaud,  Gua- 
dct,  and  others  who  were  eager  for  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  all  who  had  been  direftly  or  in* 
direftly  concerned  in  promoting  the  murder 
of  the  prifoners,  were  accufed  of  inclining 

2  to 


tO!  thia  plan  of  federative  rei>ut)licd,  wdicli  il 
by  no  means  the  wifh  of  the  majority  of  the 
Gonvention---he  therefore  intended  to  inti- ' 
xnidate  them  from  profecuting  the  affaflinSj 
by  holding  up  the  dread  of  being  ^ccufed 
themfelves* 

.  Buzot)  fcnfible  of  his  intention,  boldly  op= 
pofcd  the  infinuation.  "  Who  is  it/*  he 
exclaimed,  *'that  thinks  of  dlfuniting  France? 
I  propofe  that  a  guard  for  the  Gonventiona! 
Affembly  fliall  be  furniflied  by  the  83  de-* 
partments,  with  a  view  to  union,  and  there- 
by to  fignify  that  the  Convention  is  equally 
under  the  care  of  them  all ;  thofe  who  op-« 
pofe  this  meafure  appear  rather  to  wifh  iot 
difunion." 

He  put  this  in  fo  clear  a  light,  that  Ro« 
bcfpierre  thought  the  only  means  to  prc^. 
vent  its  evidence  from  being  apparent  to  the 
mofl  fhort-fighted  of  the  Affembly,  was  by 
overwhelming  the  argument  with  a  torrent 
of  woids^  axki  obfcuriog  it  in  a  xAid  of  fo-** 

phiftry^ 
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phiftry,  both  of  which  this  popular  orator 
has  at  his  command. 

He  began  by  expatiating  on  his  own  pa-^ 
triotifm,  on  his  incorruptibility^  and  the  fer- 
vices  he  had  rendered  the  Hate  while  he  fat 
in  the  conftituent  aflembly. — ^The  theme  was 
attradive,  but  becoming  lefs  plealing  to  the 
audience  than  to  the  orator  himfelf^  one  of 
the  members  called  out,  '*  Robefpierre  veux 
iu  bicn  Urmincr  cette  lafigue  kyrielle ;  declare 
nous*  franchemeht  en  quatre  mots  tes  fenti- 
mens  et  non  ta  vie  paflee*."  This,  however, 
did  not  bring  him  to  give  any  explicit  an« 
fwer  to  the  accufation  ;  he  dwelt  for  an  hour 
longer  on  the  favourite  fubjeS  with  which 
he  began,  then  launched  into  proteftations 
of  his  love  for  his  country,  and  of  the  in- 
credibility of  his  ever  forming  any  fcheme 
againfl:  that  freedom  for  which  he  had  fo 

*  Pray  put  an  end  to  your  tedious  harangue,  and  in- 
form us,  in  two  words,  of  your  fentiments  on  the  point 
in  queilion,  and  not  of  all  your  part  life, 

VOL.  II.  D  long 
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long  fffuggled ;  and  finiflied  by  declariirg^ 
his  fufpicions  that  there  were  among  their 
body,  thofc  who  watched  an  opportunity  of 
dividing  France,  and  then  combining  it  into 
federate  fiates ;  and  therefore  he  fecended 
Danton*s  motion. 

Barbaroux,a  young  man,  and  deputy  from 
Marfeilles,  in  fupport  of  what  his  colleague 
Rebecqui  had  aflertcd,  declared,  that  on  his 
arrival  at  Paris,  it  had  been  infinuated  to 
him  by  certain  intimates  of  Robefpierre,  and 
particularly  by  Panis,  that  in  the  prefent 
emergency  there  was  a  neceflity  for  uniting 
tinder  fome  perfon  of  great  popularity,  m 
whom  a  power  equal  to  that  of  the  Roman 
dictators  fliould  be  placed  for  a  certaia 
time  J  and  that  Robefpierre,  from  his  known 
patriotifm  and  popularity,  was  the  propereft 
perfon  they  could  fix  upon  for  that  office. 

Panis  endeavoured  to  defend  hirtifelf  by 

_  « 

faying  that  Barbaroux  had  affuredly  either 
miftaken  his  words  or  meaning. — ^^  Is  it 

poffible,*' 
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^oflible,"  added  he,  wifliing  to  conciliate  his 
iaccufer,  •'  that  Barbaroux,  whom  I  love,  be- 
caufe  I  know  him  to  be  a  good  patriot^  can 
believe  I  ever  meant  fuch  a  thing  ?" 

This  manner  of  denying  fuch  a  charge* 
forms  a  ftrong  prefumption  of  its  truth ;  ^ 
for   a  man   would   hardly  fpeak  in   fuch 
terms  of  another,  who  accufed  him  falfely 
of  fo  dangerous  an  offence. 

Barbaroux,  however,  was  not  to  be  foft* 
ened,  but  perfifted  in  the  charge*  "  Who^ 
befides  yoqrfclf,'*  ctied  Panis^  "  can  witnefs 

that  I  ever  made  fuch  a  propofal  ?'' 
"  I  can,  cried  Rebecqui,"  "  for  I  heard 

you/'  This  fcemcd  to  difconcert  both  Panis 
and  Robefpierre,  and  to  filence  and  con- 
found the  whole  party,  till  Marat,  think-* 
ing  the  exigency  worthy  of  his  intrepidity 
of  countenance,  afcended  the  tribune.  He 
no  fooner  appeared  than  murmurs  andexe- 
crations  arofe  in  every  corner  of  the  Affcmbly. 
•*  It  vs'ould   appear/*    faid  he,   without 

D  %  any 
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any  mark  of  emotion^  ^^  that  fome  in  thitf 
Affcmbly  are  my  perfonal  enemies.'' 

"  All !  all !  we  are  all  your  enemies !"  re- 
founded  from  every  quarter. 
•    He  lamented  the  general  delufion  with 
the  accent  of  regret,  and  then  afluming  an 
air  of  courage,  with  a  full  fwell  of  vcnce,  he 
declared  that  he,  and  he  only,  had  conceived 
the  idea  of  appointing  a  didator ;  that  he  had 
mentioned  it  to  feveral,  fome  of  whom  may 
have  repeated  it,  but  that  the  thought  was 
originally  his  own.     That,  convinced  as  he 
had  long  been  of  the  plots  of  a  perfidious 
court,  and  as  he  fiill  was  of  the  treafons  of 
many  citizens,  he  thought  the  exigency  of 
the  times  required  that  the  diredion  of  the 
public  affairs  fhould  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  an  honeft  and  determined  man,  an  en- 
lightened  patriot,  who,  without  fear  or  ref- 
ped  of  perfdns,  would  apply  the  axe  ofju/lke 
to  the  necks  of  the  guilty. — ^^'Such  is  my  own 
opinion/'  continued  he  ;  *M  have  puUiffaed 

it. 
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hy  and  if  your  ideas  have  not  foared  to  the 
height  of  minei  fo  much  the  worfe  for 
you." 

Such  an  inflated  declaration  ifTuing  from 
a  little  dirty  mortal,  whofe  murky  vifage 
fcarce  overlooked  the  tribune,  turned  the  in- 
dignation of  the  Aflembly  into  mirth,  and 
many  of  the  members  burft  into  laughter. 

But  Vergniaud  reftored  the  gravity  of  the 
Aflembly,  by  bringing  forward  a  very  extra- 
ordinary circumftance,  which  points  out 
pretty  plainly  thofe  to  whom  the  maflacres 
of  the  prifoners,  not  only  in  Paris,  but  in 
every  other  part  of  France  where  they  took 
plaee,  are  to  be  attributed. 

He  then  read  a  letter  figned  by  certain 
members  of  the  council  of  the  Commune  de 
Paris,  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  all  the 
municipalities  of  France,  immediately  after 
the  flaughter  of  the  prifoners  at  Paris  in  the 
beginning  of  September. 

This  letter  is  of  fo  very  (ingular  a  nature, 

D  3  that 
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that  I  think  it  proper   td  tranfciibe  th^ 
whole. 

Freres  ct  amis,  un  affrcux  complot  trame 
par  la  Cour  pour  egorg^r  tous  les  Patriotes 
de  Tempire  Fran90is,  cOniplot  dans  lequel 
un  grand  nombre  dc  membres  de  rAfleni- 
blee  Natidnale  font  compromis,  ayant  re- 
duit,  le  9  du  mois  dernier,  la  Commune  de 
Paris  a  la  cruelle  necefltte  de  fe  fervir  dc  I4 
,  puiflfance  du  peuple  pour  fauver  la  Nation^^ 
clle  n'a  rlen  neglige  pour  bicn  meriter  de  la 
patrie. 

Apr^s  les  temoignages  que  rAflemblee 
Nationale  venoit  de  lui  donner  eHe-mcmc, 
cut  on  penfe  que  des-lors  des  nouveaux  comr 
plots  fe  tramoient  dans  le  filence,  et  qu'ils 
eclatoient  dans  le  moment  meme,  ou  rAflem-i 
bl6e  Nationak,  oubliant  qu  elle  venoit  de 
declarer  que  la  Commune  de  Paris  avoit 
fauve  la  patrie,  s'empreflbit  de  la  deftituer, 
pour  prix  de  fon  briiiant  civifme  ? 

Fiere  de  jouir  de  toute'  la  plenitude  de  la 

confiancc 
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confiance  nationale  qu'elle  sVfibrcera  de  m^« 
liter  de  plus  en  plus,  placee  au  foyer  de  toutes 
les  confpiratioQS,  et  determinee  a  perir  pour 
le  falut  public,  elle  ne  fe  glorifiera  d'avoir 
rempli  pleinement  fes  devoirs  que  lorfqu'ellc 
auraobtenu  votrc  approbation,  qui  eft  I'objet 
de  tous  fes  voeux  et  dont  elle  ne  fera  certaine 
qu'apres  que  tous  les  departemcns  auront 
fanSf  tonne  fes  mefuresafour  le  falut  de  la  chofe 
Publique  ;  et  profeflant  les  principes  de  la  plus 
.parfaite  egalite,  n'ambitionnant  d'autre  pri* 
vilegc  que  celui  de  fe  prefenter.  la  premiere 
alabreche,  elle  s'empreflera  de  fe  remettre 
au  niveau  de  la  Commune  la  moins  nom- 
breufe  de  Tempire,  des  qu'il  n'y  aura  plus  • 
rien  a  redouter. 

Pre  venue  que  des  hordes  des  barbarea  . 
s'avancent  contre  elle,  la  Commune  de  Paris 
fe  hate  d'informer  fes  freres  de  tous  |es  de-!- 
partemens,  qu*une  partie  des  ionfpiratcurs 
feroces,  detenus  dans  les  prifons,  a  ece  mife  ^ 
jjiort  par  Ic  ipcu])\c,a£}esdeju/lice  quiluio?2tpart4^ 

« 
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indifpenfabks  pour  retcnir  par  la  tcrreur  les 

legions  de  traitres  cached  dans  fes  murs,  an 

moment  ou  il  alloit  marcher  a  rcnnemi  j  et 

fans  doute  la  naiiony  apres  la  longue  fuitc 

de  trahifons  qui  Ta  conduite  fur  les  bords 

de  Tabyme,  semprejjera  d" adopter  ce  moyen 

Ji  utile  et  Ji  nicejfaire^  et  tous  les  Fran9oi8  fe 

dirontjCommelesParifiens:  Marchons  a  Tcn- 

nemi,  mats  ne  laiffompar  derricre  nous  ces  bri* 

gands  pour  igorger  nosfemmes  et  nos  enfans.  • 

Signed  Pierre  Duplain,  Jourdeuil, 

Panis,  Sergent,  L'enfanTi 

Marat  l'Ami   i>\j  Peuple, 

Le  Clerc,  Dufortre  &c.  &c. 

Adminiftrators  of  the    Committee   of  the 

Public  Safety,  * 

The 

*  Brethren  and  friends,  a  horrid  plot,  planned  by 
the  Court,  to  murder  ikll  the  patriots  of  the  French  em- 
pire ;  a  plot  in  which  a  great  number  of  the  National 
Affcmbly  were  engaged,  having,  on 'the  ninth  of  laft 
month,  forced  the  Commune  de  Paris  to  the  cruel  ne- 
ceflity  of  making  ufc  of  the  power  *  of  the  people  to 

favc 
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The  moral  of  this  virtuous  epiflle  is  evi- 
dent— If  you  have  any  regard  for  your  coun- 

try. 

favc  the  nation,  the  Commune  has  negle£lcd  nothing 
for  tlie  fervlce  pf  the  country. 

After  the  approbation  which  the  National  Afiembly 
itfelf  beftowed  on  the  Commune,  could  it  have  beei\ 
imagined  that  new  plots  were  projefting  in  Clence, which 
broke  forth  at  the  moment  when  the  National  AiTem-: 
bl^i  forgetting  that  (be  had  declared  that  the  Commune 
d^  Paris  had  faved  the  country,  haftened  to  diflblve 
that  very  Community  as  a  recompence  for  all  ^ts  faith** 
ful  fcrvicc5. 

Proud  of  poflefl5ng  the  full  confidence  of  the  Nation, 
which  we  are  refolved  to  deferve  more  and  more;  placed 
,  in  the  centre  of  all  the  confpiracies,  and  determined  to 
peri(h  in  defence  of  th^  publjcj  we  cannot  boaft  of  hav- 
ing entirely  fulfilled  our  duty  till  we  ihall  obtafai  your 
approbation,  which  is  the  obje£l  of  all  our  wiihcs,  and  of 
which  we  cannot  be  certain  till  all  the  Departments 
hxvc  fannifined  our  meafuresfor  the  public  fafety.  ProfeiT- 
ing  principles  of  the  moft  perfed  equality,  wifhing  no 
other  privilege  but  that  of  prefenting  ourfelves  the  firft 

at  the  breach,  we  will  put  ourfelves  on  a  level  with  the 

fmallcft 
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trjr,  or  any  tendernefs  for  your  wives  and 
children,  you  will  cut  the  throats  of  all  your 
prifoners  as  foon  as  you  conveniently  can. 

What  an  infernal  letter !  and  what  renders 
it  ftill  more  atrocious,  is  its  being  delibe- 
rately written  by  men  in  the  charader  of 
inagiilrates. 

fmallcft  municipality  in  the  Nation,  as  foon  as  the  jdan<* 
gers  which  now  threaten  the  country  are  paft* 

Informed  that  bands  of  barbarians  are  advancing,  the 
Commune  de  Paris  haftens  to  acquaint  all  the  depart- 
ments, that  part  of  thofe  furious  confpirators  detained  in 
the  prifons  of  Paris  have  been  put  to  death  by  the  peo^ 
pie ;  an  aBofjuflice  vjhlch  feemedindifpenfahU  tojlrike  //r- 

ror  into  the  breafts  of  thofe  legions  of  traitors  hid  within 
her  walls,  at  the  time  when  the  citizens  were  about  to 
march  againft  the  enemy.  And  no  doubt  the  Nation, 
after  that  long  fucceflion  of  treafons  which  have  brought 
her  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  will  haften  to  adopt  a  meafure 
fo  ufeful  and  necefiary ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  France 
will  fay,  like  the  Parifians :  Let  us  march  againft  the 
enemy,  but  let  us  not  have  behind  us  a  band  of  villains  t9 

pjurdcr  our  wives  and  childr^n^ 

* 

It 
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If  might  naturally  be '  cxpeded  that  th^ 
reading  of  this  invitation  to  murder  fliould 

< 

have  filled  the  Aflembly  vvith  fo  much  indig- 
pation,  that  a  decree  of  accufalion  would 
have  been  immediately  paflfed  againil  Panis 
and  the  reft.     It  produced  however  only 
liew  clamours  and  confufion,  with  an  outcry 
from  one  part  of  the  hall  for  the  order  of  the 
day. — At  laft  Couthon  propofed  that  they 
fhould  turn  their  attention  from  accufations 
^gainft  individuals  to  the  more  import^pt 
exigencies  of  the  flate:  this  was  fupported 
by  all  thofe  who  dreaded  any  inquiry  or  in- 
veftigation  rcfpedling  the  promoters  of  the 
roaiTacres  ;  and  thofe  who  had  l^een  at  firft 
inclined  to  that  meafure  being  fatigued,  or 
perhaps  afraid  to  perfift,  the  order  of  the 
day  was  agreed  to — On  which  Marat,  who 
remained  in  the  tribune,  pulled  a  piftol  from 
his  pocket,  which  having  held  to  his  head,  he 
faid,  "  1  now  declare  to  you,  citizens,  that  if 
the  fury  which  has  been  difplayed  on  this 
J.  occafiot) 
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occafion  had  carried  you  the  length  of  a 
decree  of  accufation  againft  me^  I  fhould 
have  blown  my  brains  out  before  yoiu: 
faces/'  What  he  meant  by  this  I.know  not, 
unlefk  it  wa«  to  ve:^;  the  AflTembly  on  being 
difappointed  of  fo  defirable  an  event. 

Next  to  the  diforderly  conduct  of  fome  of 
the  members  themfelves,  nothing  difgraces 
the  National  Affembly  fo  much  at  the  info* 
lence  of  the  audience  in  the  galleries — How 
could  any  court  or  any  aflcmbly  of  men  fup^ 
port  dignity,  if  it  was  expofed  to  be  apr 
plauded  or  hooted  according  to  the  opinions 
^r  caprice  of  tbofe  admitted  to  hear  their  de« 
bates  ?  There  is,  it  is  true,  a  decree  ^ainft  all 
noifes  and  (igns  of  approbatioa  or  difappro*- 
bation;  but  notwithftanding  its  being  brokmi 
every  day,  nobi)ody  has  ever  been  punilhed 
on  that  account. 

The  majority  of  the  Convention  have  a 

great  defire  that  a  flrid  invefligation  fhould 

be  made  into  the  malfacres,  that  the  proqio* 
a  tert 
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ters  of  them  may  be  punlihed  in  the  meft 
exemplary  maanerj  and  the  fame  majoritj 
are  equally  foIicitou8  to  have.an  armed  force 
at  the  command  of  the  Convention  decreed 
and  eflablifhed.     But  I  ims^ne  they  hare 
thrown  a  great  obftacle  in  the  way  of  obtain* 
ing  the  lad  of  thefe  objeds,  by  manifeft^ 
ing  a  deflgn  to  purfue  the  firft.  They  would 
have  ihewn  more  policy  if  they  had  faid 
nothing  of  the  one  till  they  had  fecured  the 
other.     A  conliderable  number  of  memberi 
«  of  the  Convention  itfelf  are  fuppofed  to  b« 
tonfcious  of  being  diredly  or  indiredly  in«- 
volved  in  that  horrid  buiinefs  ;  they  fee  their 
own  ruin  infuch  an  inveftigation,  and  there- 
fore will  oppofe  it  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  What  means  have  they  in  their  pow- 

er  fince  a  majority  of  the  Convention  is  for 
tKe  meafure  ?  They  cannot  object  to  a  law 
againft  afTaflination,  and  for  the  punifhment 
of  murder ;  but,  knowing  what  ufe  isimme-^ 
diatcly  to  be  made  of  the  armed  force,  they 

will 
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Will  raife  objections  to  that  being  eftabli(hed  ^ 
and  till  fuch  a  force  is  eftabliflied,  theirfriendS 
in  the  fuburbs  will  be  able  to  proteft  the  au- 
thors of  the  maflacres.  In  fhort,  the  minority 
in  the  Convention,  at  the  head  of  which  are 
Danton  and  Robefpierre,  already  have  an 
armed  force  at  their  command,  in  the  aftive 
citizens  of  the  fuburbs ;  and  will  in  all  pro^ 
bability  ufe  every  means,  and  they  are  not 

fuppofed  to  be  fo  fcrupulous  as  their  rivals 
in  the  means  they  employ,  to  prevent  any 

other  armed  force  from  being  eftablilhed. 

The  fituation  of  the  generals  who  com- 
mand  the  armies  of  France  at  prefent  is  dif- 
agreeable  in  many  refpe<Sbs ;  but  particularly 
in  their  being  under  the  control,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  cenfure  of  men  who  are  no" 
judges  of  their  military  abilities,  and  ex-* 
tremely  liable  to  prejudice  and  fufpicion.— 
Nothing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  ftate,  than  that  thofe  men  wha 
are  rifquing  their  lives  in  the  public  fefvice^ 

and 
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and  peforming  their  duty  with  fidelity  tc^ 
their  country,  ihould  be  expofed  to  calumny, 
and  furrounded  with  fufpicion,  the  tenden- 
cy of  which  muft  be* to  difcourage  their 
minds,  cool  their  zeal,  and  difturb  all  their 
operations. 

Talien,  a  young  man  who  was  fecretary 
to  the  municipality  of  Paris,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Convention,  made  an  attack 

I 

lately^  in  that  Aflembly,  on  General  Mon- 
tcfquiou,  who  commands  the  army  in  Savoy, 
— ^He  accufed  him  of  being  tainted  with 
ariftocracy^ .  and  added,  which  was  a  pretty 
bold  afTertion  for  a  man  who  was  bred  a 
clerk,  that,  in  his  opinion^  the  general  was 
deficient  in  military  abilities,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  that. he  Ihoiild  be  deprived 
of  his^command. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  much  atten- 
tion would  have  been  paid  to  Talien's  judg- 
ment of  the  abilities  of  a  general  officer, 
had  he  not  been  a  creature  of  Danton's,  and 

fuppoied 


(    48    ) 

fuppofed  to  ad  under  his  diredion— Hit 
propofal,  therefore,  was  fupported  by  others, 
who  were  for  pafiing  a  decree  that  Greneral 
Montefquiou  had  loft  the  confidence  of  the 

■ 

nation. 

La  Riviere  obferved^  that  as  it  might 
occafion  difquietude  to  other  generals,  if  one 
of  their  brethren  was  to  be  caihiered  with 
fo  little  ceremony,  it  might  be  reafonable  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  examine  a  little 
into  Montefquiou*s  conduct  io  the  firft 
place,  and  defer  the  puniihment  till  it  (hould 
appear  that  he  deferved  it. 

This  obfervaUon  in  faYour  of  the  general 
was  made  in  fuch  very  guarded  terms,  that 
one  would  hardly  think  it  could  have  given 
offence  even  to  his  bittereft  enemy. — Billaud 
de  Varenncs,  however,  faid  in  reply,  that  it 

« 

was  not  furprifing  that  the  fame  perfon 
fhould  defend  Montefquiou,  who  had  for- 
merly  defended  the  condud  of  La  Fayette. 
In  the  prefent  circumftances,  this  infinuation 

might 
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toiight  have  beeavery  hurtful  to  La  Riviere; 
he  therefore  afcended  the  tribune  with  pre-  ^ 
cipitation,  and  declared  that  he  was  one  of 
the'  224  members  of  the  Legiflative  Aflem- 
h]y  who  had  on  the  8ih  of  Auguft  voted ' 
againft  La  Fayette  j  that  whiat  Billaud  had 
faid  was  falfe  and  calumnious,  and  required 
that  he  fhould  be  called  to  order,  al>d  cen- 
furcd  as  a  calumniator  by  the  preddent. 

**  Galled  to  or^er !  for  what  V*  cried 
Danton.  **  In  the  fenate  of  Rome  Brutus 
and  Cato  boldly  fpoke  but  thofe  plain  truths 
which  We  from  the  pufiUanimity  of  our 
manners  evade  as  perfonalities ;  for  my  part 
1  am  refolved  to  accufc,  without  circumlo* 
cut  ion,  every  perfon  whofe  condud^  I  think 
fufpicious.*' 

Although  it  may  be  granted  that  Billaud 
and  Danton  have  as  great  a  refemblance  to 
Brutus  and  Cato  as  the  Convention  has  to 
the  Roman  fenate,  yet  ftill  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  the  bold  truths  of  the  latter, 

VOL.  II.  £  and 


sLti6  the  bol^  falfelioods  of  the  formtr  ; '  tht 
cdmparifon  therefore  is  not  quite  kppofite. 

Danton  however  inOfted  upon  General 
iJontefquiouV  being  deprived  of  his  com- 
xnandy  for  which  he  urged  two  additional 

4 

reafons ;  one,  that  when  the  public  fafety 
IS  in  danger,  it  is  fufficient  that  a  general  is 
fufpe^ed :  the  other,  added  he,  is,  "  qu'il 
faut  nous  montrer  terribles  ;  c*eft  du  carac- 

•  •  * 

tere  qu*il  faut  pour  foutenir  la  liberte  *.'* 
*  *       ■"  «         . . 

This  is  certainly  the  charader  that  Dan- 
ton  has  uniformly  fupported  fmce  the  loth 
of  Auguft,  which  tends  to  ftrengthen  fome 
fufpicions  of  a  terrible  nature,  indeed,  which 
are  harboured  againft  him. 

The  propofed  decree  was  paffed,  that 
General  Montefquiou  fhould   be  deprived 

■ 

of  his  command. 

What  renders  Montefquiou  obnoxious  to 
fome  leading  members  in  the  Convention, 


*  That  wc  may  appear  terrible }   fuch  is  the 
ra£ler  requiilte  for  fupporting  the  caufe  of  liberty. 

doe% 
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does  him  honour  in  the  eyes  p(  impattial 
people — he  ftrenuoufljr  oppofed  the  peti- 
tions for  the  dechcance  of  the  King,  and 
Was  for  fupporting  him  ia  the  exercife 
of  the  veto  which  the  conftitution  gave 
him.  He  was  alfo  accufed  by  Bazire  of 
having  faid  at  the  extraordinary  commiilion, 
that  if  they  fufpended  the  King's  authority, 
they  ran  the  rifk  of  being  abandoned  by 
the  army;  it  is  alfo  imagined  that  he  wifhes 
to  behave  with  more  mildnefs  to  the  Gene- 
vois  than  is  agreeable  to  certain  people  in 
power/  But  what  will  prove  more  in- 
jurious to  Montefquiou  than  all  thefe  char- 
ges,  iSf  that  Danton  is  his  enemy. 

It  mull  have  been  very  mortifying  to 

•  Danton,  and  the  other  enemies  of  this  gen* 

tleman,  when  the  news  arrived  a  little  after 

their  decree,  that  he  had  already  entered 

Savoy,  and  was  proceeding  with  the  moft 

triumphant  fuccefs. — He  concludes  his  letter 
to  the  minifter  of  war  with  the  following 
words.     **  Je  vous  rends  grace,  Monficuf, 

£ :;  de 
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de   m'aVoir  procure  cctte  maniere  ^c  re* 
pondre,  a  la  calomme }  c'eft  ainfi  que  j'aiirie- 

rai  toujours  a  la  repoufler*/' 

The    friends    of  General   Mofltefquiou 

feized  this  opportunity  of  moving  that  the 

decree  againft  him  (honld  be  recatled* 

His  enemies  oppofed  this- 

Manuel  feconded  the  motion  which  \raf 
firfl  made  by  Lacroix,  adding,  that  he  hoped 
they  would  recal  this  decree  without  lofs  of 
time,  left  Montefquiou>  by  gaining  a  new 
vidory,  fhould  put  them  ftill  more  in  the 
wrong.  Danton,  perceiving  the  tide  flowing 
in  favour  of  Montcfquiou,  and  being  un- 
able to  turn  it  entirely  againft  him,  pro- 
pofed  that  the  Affembly  (hould  extend  the 
power  of  the  commiflioners  that  were  feat 
to  his  army,  by  leaving  it  to  their  judgment 
to  deprive  the  general  of  his  command,  or 

*  I  return  you  thanks,  Sir,  for  having  put  it  in  taj 
power  to  make  this  kind  of  anfwer  to  calumry;  I 
(hould  wiilt  to  repel  her  attacks  alirsy  iv  tbs  fiuna 
manner* 

to 
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to  continue  ^im  in  it,  as  they  might  think 
exp(^dient*  Danton  had  before  given  a 
more  extenfive  commiffion  to  an  officer 
of  Montefquiou's  army,  namely,  to  watch 
the  conduft  of  the  general,  and,  if  he  fliould  ' 
make  one  retrograde  movementi  to  (hoot  him 
through  the  head, 

Genfonne,  with  *  much   reafon,   fhewed 

the  impropriety  of  the  Aflembly's  allowing 

« 

the  execution  of  their  decrees  to  depend  on 
the  Judgment  of  any  but  thiemfetvesi  and  it 
was  obferved  by  Couthon,  that  the  nation 

had  given  to  the  Convention  the  right  of 
making  decrees,  but  not  the  power  of  dele- 
gating  that  right  to  others*  On  which 
I)anton,  pufhing  prejudice  and  want  of 
candour  as  far  as  poffible,  exclaimed ;  "  They 
fay  that  Montefquiou  has  gained  a  victory, 

« 

but  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  viftories 
are  not  gained  by  a  fingle  man — the  vidtory 
was  gained  by  the  French  army/' 

This  argument  certainly  does  prove  that 
Montefquiou  has  no  better  title  to  his  vic- 

E  3  tory 
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tory  in  Savoy,  than  Hannibal  had  to  that  at 
Cannae,  or  Cseiar  to  the  victory  at  Pharfalia. 
Djinton  perfifted  in  his  motion;  al- 
though,  he  added,  that  it  was  poflible  that  an 
old  courtier,  like  Montefquiou,  feeing  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  the  army  of  the  re- 
public in  all  quarters,  might  at  laft  refolve  to 

adhere  to  it.,  , 

"."."■  .'  ' 

It  was   decided,  however,   according  to 

the  propofal  of  Genfonne,  that  the  execu- 
tion  of  the  laft  decree  againft  Montefquiou 
ihould  be  fufpended, 

I  know  not  whether  the  continued  foc- 
cefs  which  attends  General  Montefquiou, 
will  finally  overcome  the  envy  and  malice 
of  his  enemies;  but,  in  a  third  letter,  which 
came  foon  after  the  fecond,  he  announces 
the  redudtion  of  all  Savoy,  from  the  Lake 
of  Geneva  to  Mount  Cenis  :  the  progrefs  of 
his  troops,  he  fays,  refembles  a  triumphant 
proceffion  more  than  the  march  of  an  army; 
the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages  flock 
to  him  with  congratulations,  and  the  threc-^ 

coloured 
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coloured  ribbon  in  their  hats;   and  adds, 
that  the  jninds  of  the  people  feem  difpofed 

»  » 

tQa  revolution  like  that  of  Fratice;  and  that 
the  proppfal  had  been  already  madj  of  fori:  - 
ing  Savoy  into  an  84th  departtnentof  f  raace. 
On,  tranfmitting  Montefquious  letter  to^ 
the  Convention,  Servan,  the  war  minifter, 
vrxote  to  the  preHdeat,  that,  as  the  expedi^- 
tion  into  Savoy  had  rendered  that  country 
free,  it  w;i8  worthy  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic to  folemnife  fo  happy  an  event  by  or*, 
dering  the.  hymn  of.  the  MarfeillQis  to  be 
perforqied  in  the  Square  of  the  Revolution, 
with  the  utmoft  magnificence,  by  vocal  and 
inftrumental  mufic.  He  adds,  *^  que  ce  ch^int 
patrlotique,  exprcffion  fidelle  des  fentimena 
Francois,  retentifle  dans  tout  V  empire,  que 
no8  voifins  T  entendent,  et  qu'ir  devienne 
a.  jamais,  Tefpoir  des  peuples,  et  la  terreur 
des  tyraus  *." 

After 

•  Let  tba,t  patriotic  fong,  the  faithful  exprcflion  of 
flbt  fenuments  of  France,  refound  all  over  the  nation ; 

E4  may 
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I 

■  • 

After  General  Kellermann  had  given  Ae 
firft  check  to  the  Pruflians  on  the  20th  of 
September,  he  wrote  to  Servan  for  liberty 
to  celebrate  a  72r  Deum  in  his  camp,  on  ac<» 
count  of  that  iipportant  affair, — ^*  The  fong 
.  of  the  Marfeillois,"  replied  the  minifter,  *^  is 
the  ^e  Deum  of  the  French  republic  ;  let  it 
be  performed  by  the  mufic  qf  your  armyi 
and  fung  by  the  foldiers.'! 

In  both  inftances  Seryan*$i  propoi^l  wac( 
adopted. 

To  fubftitute  a  profane  fong  in  preferenoo 
to  a  religious  rite,  it  might  be  imaginedi 
would  give  great  offence :  fucl^  a  propofal 
from  the  parliament  to  their  army  in  the  tim« 
of  the  Englifli  republic,  would  have  pro« 
duced  a  mutiny  and  have  ihocked  the  whole 
n2(tion.  It  had  no  fuch  effe£k  in  the  prefent 
inftance  in  France,  whece  religious  zeal  ia 
wonderfully  extingui(hed ;  ai^d  an  enthuA^ 

inay  it  be  heard  bj  all  the  neighbouring  countries  ; 
and  may  it  become  the  hope  of  the  people,  and  the 
terror  of  tyrants ! 
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afm  of  another  kind  glows  in  its  Headi  tbo  * 
cntTiufiafm  of  Liberty,  what  they  call  Ci'^ 
j  vifme,  in  which  an  attachment  to  the  prc- 
ffnt  government,  and  an  abhorrence  of  mo^ 
narchy,  are  included* 

This  is  profefTfsd  with  as  much  oftentatlon 
and  apparent  zeal  as  ever  the  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  religion  was,  in  the  mod  fuperilitious 
times;  for,  although  the  punilhment  wiib 
which  a  want  of  civifme  is  attended,  is  not 
fo  durable  as  that  pronounced  agalnll  the 
irreligious,  it  is  more  immediate ;  which,  on 
the  generality  of  mankind,  has  full  as  great 
an  eStGt.  Civifme,  like  religion,  produces 
both  enthufiafts  and  hypocrites  :  the  former 
deteft  and  abominate  a  king  and  nobility,  as 
much  as  their  zealous  forefathers,  two  cen* 
turies  ago,  abominated  the  devil  and  his  an^ 
gels ;  and  they  are  as  zealous  perfecutors  of 
every  deviation  from  the  orthodox  creed  of 
civifme,  as  their  predeccflbrs  were  of  herefy* 
The  enthufiafts  are  chiefly  among  the  poor  ; 
^he  hypocrites  amopg  the  rich :   many  of 

whom 
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wlidm  are  juft  fuch  republicans  In  France^ 
as  the  Jews  are  Chriftians  in  PortugaL 

Immediately  after  Montefquiou's  letter 
had  been  read  in  the  convention,  Bancal, 
one  of  the  deputies  for  the  department  du^ 
Puy-de*D6n4e,  put  the  Convention  in  mind^ 
that  the  Conftituent  Aflembly  had  by  a  fo- 
lemn  decree  renounced  every  idea  of  con* 
queft ;  and  therefore  he  Very  wifely  moved 
that  the  Convention,  faithful  to  that  facred 
principle,  ought  to  reje<3:  the  propofal  of 
creding  Savoy  into  an  84th  department  of 
Franccj  and  ihould  order  it  to  be  proclaimed 
all  over  Savoy,  that  France  renounces  con-^ 
queft,  and  defies  no  extenfion  of  territory^. 

This  motion,  equally  juft  and  ,  politic, 
was  oppofed :  it  was  faid,  France  has  not 
given  a  temporary  freedom  to  a  country, 
ihit  it  may  again  fall  under  the  yoke  of  its 
former  tyrant.  She  ought  to  agree  to  the 
generous  wiflies  of  the  people  fhe  has  freed, 
by  accepting  their  union,  and  extending  the 
empire  of  Liberty  as  far  as  poffible,     •'  All 

8  Europe,** 
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Europe/*  faid  a  member,  "  will  gradiiall j  * 
join  you,  and  all  Europe  will  be'  like  one 
family. — The  people  of  every  nation  will 
be  your  friends,  and  you  will  have  no  ene* 

mies  but  kings — you  catinbt  fufely  refufe 
fuch  a  fublime  idea«^' 
A  flourifh  of  this  kind  might  be  applauded'^ 

•  •  }  *  •  • 

in  a  difputingclub,  or  might  perhaps  be  ad-' 
mired  in  a  viAonary  declainier  on  politics  j 
but  it  was  hardly  to  be  imagined' that  fuck'^ 
fentiments  would  make  any'imprefiittn  on' 
an  affembly  of  legiflators,  where  praSicaF 
knowledge  and  fober  gobd^fchfe  predded*  It 
was  hardly  to  be  expefled  that  thofe  &n^ 
words  would  not  be  conllrued  by  all  Europe' 
into  an  abfolute  renunciation  of  the  decree' 
againft  conqueft,  and  really  meant  that  the 
new  republic  intended,  under  a  pretence  of 
fpreading  liberty,  to  overturn*  every  govern** 
ment,  and  fubdue  every  nation  around. 

Jean  Baptifle  Louvet,  notwithftanding  the 

* 

applaufe  which  was  very  liberally  beilowed 
on  the  fentiments  above  mentioned,  had  the 

firmnefs 
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firmncfs  and  good  fenfe  to  declare,  tlxat^ 
xvithout  renouacing  one  of  the  viikH  de- 
crees  of  the  couftitucnt  aflcmbly,  they  could 
npt  ipjgffere  In  the  government  of  any  other 
country  :  that  they  could  not,  without  In- 
Ringing  the  mod  facrcd  right  of  the  people 
pf  Savoy,  prcf?  upoij  then>  the  copftitution 
which  France  might  aflume  for  herfelf. 
How  did  ^hey  know  that  the  conftitutioa 
which  was  expedient  for  France,  was  alfa 
expedient  for  Savoy?  and  if  expedient,  how 

4 

did  they,  kjpowtliat  the  Savqyards  at  the  hot-? 
tomoftheir  heartachofeit  ? — "  That  which 
is  effentially  juft,"  Louvet  continued,  **  is 
for  the  moft  part  found  policy.  Let  it  be 
folemnly  declared  to  all  the  people  who  (hall 
be,  I  will  not  fay  fubdued,  but  freed  by 
your  arms,  that  they  may  choofe  to  them^ 
felves  what  form  of  government  they 
pleafe,  that  their  laws  fhall  be  of  their  own 
making,  that  you  not  only  wifli  to  give 
them  freedom,  but  freedom  in  the  mode 

* 

which  they  themfelves  prefer. — **   I    am 

convinced," 
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•  ■  »  -. 

convinced,'V  added  he,  **  that  in  Brabant, 
whither  your  armies  intend  to  march,  there 
exift  ftrong  prejudices  againft  fome  of  your 
laws,  and  your  conftitution  in  general ; 
prejudices  which  it  will  require  many  years 
to  eradicate,  and  which  will  render  you 
more  odious  in  their  eyes  than  their  prefent 
mafter,  if  you  attempt  to  force  your  confti- 
tution upon  them.  It  is  as*  expedient,  there* 
fore,  as  equitable,  to  declare  the  complete  in* 
dependence  of  every  country  into  which  you 
carry  freedom." 

Danton,  in  anfwer  to  this,  fsdd,  that  they 
had  afluredly  the  right  to  declare  to  every 
fuch  country,  that  it  (liould  never  more  be 
governed  by  a  king:  that  if  the  peoples 
were  fo  abfurd  as  to  defire  a  government 
contrary  to  their  intereft,  it  fliould  not  be 
allowed :  that  the  National  Convention  of 
France  fliould  be  a  committee  of  infurre^lon 
ugainji  all  the  kings  in  the  univerfe^ 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  xpore  mad  than 

7  thir 


^  thU  {s^ropoGtioni.  the  ten(|ene]^of  which  li 
to  force  all  the  monarch*  in  Europe,  in  felf^ 
.  defetice  to  make  war  on  the  Republic :  what 
^  private  view  Danton  has  in  this^  J  do  not 
.  know,  but  it  evidently  goes  to  the  ruin  of 
;.  France. 

The  Aflembly;,  however,  becoming  im» 
.  patient  to  clofe  the  difcufllon,  ordered  Gt^ 
.    .  oeral  Montefquiou's  letter  to  be  printed,  and 
referred    the  propcfition  refpedling  Savoy 
.  to  the  ConHderatioa  of  the  diplomatic  and 
,the  war  committees. 
.  Notwithftanding  the  prudent  condudl  and 
brilliant  fuccefs  of  Mpntefquiou,  I  am  in- 
formed that  there  is  no  great  probability  of 
.'  his  being  continued  in  his  command.     His 
...enemies  are  of  a  difpofition  not  to  forgive 
him  for  having  reduced  Savoy  at  the  very 
time  that  they  were  ^{ferting  he  would  ne* 
Vcr  enter  it,  or  to  forget  the  injuftice  they 
have  already,  done  him.     Befide  thefe  and 
the  motives  of  diflike  previouily  mentioned, 

they 


tHey  have  another  ground  of  hatred  towatda 
him;  namely^  hh  being  a  nobleman,  and  of 
a  very  antient  family  1  This  appears  equally 
unjufl  and  abfurd  i^^onjuft,  becaufe  a  man 
of  noble  birth »  who  from  a  love  of  general 
freedom  has  adhered  to  the  revolutioti,  hat 
more  merit  than  they  can  boaft  who.  had  no 
fuch  facrifice  to  make-^^and  it  is  abfurd»  be« 
'  caufe,  indead  of  giving,  no  importance  to 
the  accidental  circumftance.  of  birth,  it  is 
giving  a  great  importance  to  it,  which  ope- 
rates againft  the  pofTciror.     But  if  a  man^s 
nobility  is  not  alio  wed,  independent  of  per- 
•  fonal  merit,  to  be  of  fervice  tohim,  neither 
' -dught  it  to  be  allowed ^  independent  of  de- 
merit, to  injure  him. 
Accbunts  are  arvivcd  that  Dumourier,  hav- 

« 

ing  left  a  fufficient  force  to  harafs  the  retreat- 
ing army  of  Pruffia,  has  quitted  his  own 
camp,  'and  is»  foon  ei:pe^ed  in  Paris. 

OGtoherit, 

I  was  prefent  this  day  for  the  firft  time  at 
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ttie  Conventional  Aflcmbly, where  a  virultiit 
.  attack  was  made  on  Dillon,  one  of  the  gene- 
rals employed  againft  the  German  army ,  and 
rrho,  from  the  lateil  accotmts^  i^  now 
preffing  upon  their  rear  at  Verdun  ^ 

As  it  elucidates  what  iiiimediately  fbllows^ 
I  fliall  here  infcrt  a  fliort  account  of  Dumou- 
lier's  memorable  campaign^  from  the  time 
he  was  appointed  to  the  command  till  hc^ 
left  the  army,  although  I  was  not  acquainted 
with  all  the  particulars  till  fome  time  after 
this  date. 

General  Arthur  Dillon  commanded  the 
French  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Flanders, 
when  he  heard  of  the  infurredion  of  the 
loth  of  Auguft. 

Dumourier,  being  at  that  time  fubordinate 
to  him,  commanded  in  the  camp  of  M aulde^ 
From  the  accounts  which  Dillon  received  of 
that  affair,  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  raih  in- 
furreftion  which  would  be  difapproved  of 
by  the  nation,  and  that  it  would  foon  end  in 

the 


tKe  ruih  of  all  concerned  in  it.  He  there- 
fore gave  out  an  order  to  the  army  on  the 
ijth,  in  which  hefaid,  that  the  conftitution 
had  been  violated  by  men  who  were  the  ene- 
mies of  liberty ;  that  he  determined  to  remain 
faithful  to  the  nation^  to  the  law^  to  the  king, 
and  to  the  conftitution  framed  by  the  aflem- 
bly  in  the  years  1789^  1790,  and  1791,  to 
which  they  had  all  fworn. 

He  tranfmitted  this  order  from  Pont-fur- 
Sambre,  where  he  Was  with  his  army,  to  the 
camp  of  Maulde,  with  a  letter  to  General 
Dumourier,    diredklng  him   to   publifh   it 

there, 

Dumourier  had  a  different  idea  of  the 

tranfa6lions  of  the  loth.  He  faw  that  the 
public  opinion  went  in  favour  of  the  fuccelC- 
fill  party  j  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
wreft  the  government  out  of  the  hands 
which  had  feized  it ;  that  an  attempt  of 
that  kind  by  the  array  would  immediately 
produce  a  civil  \yar,  and  expofe  the  country 

VOL.   II.  F  to 
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to  foreign  invafion ;  and  that  he  himfelf 
would  remain  fubordlnate  to  Luckner,  La 
Fayette  and  Dillon.  Dumourier  was  nearer 
to  Paris  than  Dillon,  and  had  received  ear- 
lier and,  as  is  fuppofed,  more  diilindl  infor* 
mation  fron  his  friend  Genfonn6,  of  the  ftate 
of  affairs.  In  his  anfwcr  to  Dillon's  letter, 
he  regretted  that  generaKs  precipitancy,  af- 
fured  him  that  he  would  not  publifh  the 
order  in  his  camp,  and  advifed  Dillon  to 
retradl  it  without  lofs  of  time. 

He  fent  at  the  fame  time  an  account  of 
what  he  had  done,  and  was  difpofed  to  do, 
to  his  friends  at  Paris  ;  and  when  the  three 
commiflioners  from  the  National  Alfembly 
arrived,  he  not  only  took  the  oath  of  Equa- 
lity himfelf,  but  perfuaded  Dillon  to  do  the 
fame.  That  officer  found  no  diflSculty  in 
explaining  his  condud  to  the  coramlffioners, 
aflTuring  them,  that  it  had  proceeded  from  the 
mifreprefentation  which  had  been  made  to 
him  of  the  affair  of  the  1 6th,  but  that  he  was 
t  zealous 
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icaloUs  to  fcrve  the  Ffench  nation,  whatevef 
form  of  goverameni:  they  fhould  think  pro- 
per to  adopt. 

The  National  Aflembly  were  fo  much 
pleafed  with  this  condud  of  Dumourief^ 
that  they  gave  him  the  fupreme  command 
tf  the  army  formerly  under  M.  de  la  Fayette^ 
placing  Dillon,  who  is  an  elder  officer,  undetr 
him.  Having  no  pretext  for  putting  Du- 
mourier  above  Luckner^  and  defirous  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  former  fliould  be  the 
efficient  commander,  they  ordered  Luckner 
to  Chalons,  to  form  an  army  there  of  the 
men  who  were  marching  from  all  parts  to 
that  place,  where  they  were  to  be  clothed, 
armed  and  fent  in  detachments  wherever 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  required .  Keller- 
mann  was,  at  Dumourier's  recommendation, 
ordered  to  replace  Luckner  as  commander 
of  the  army  in  Lorraine;  Biron  and  Cuftine 
commanded  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  and 
Montefqulou  that  which  was  ordered  againft 

F  a  Savoy;: 
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Savoy  :  all  thefe  officers  took  the  oaths  fe^ 
quired  by  the  Aflembly,  and  made  the  ar- 
mies under  their  orders  take  them  alfo. 

Dunaourier  fent  Dillon  to  command  the 
army  of  the  Ardennes,  which  comprehend- 
ed all  the  troops  placed  in  that  part  of  the 
frontiers  of  France,  between  Rocroy  and 
Montinedv.  The  two  cenerals  afterwards 
met  at  the  town  of  Sedan,  with  a  view  to  fix 
€n  future  meafurcs. 

Tlie  enemy  had  already  entered  France, 
•was  in  pofleffion  of  Longwy,  the  firft  forti- 
fied town  on  the  frontier  next  to  the  dutchy 
of  Luxembourg,  and  feemed  at  once  to 
threaten  Montnsiedy,  Verdun  and  Thiorv- 
villc. 

The  Duke  of  Rrunfvvick's  army  was 
above  50,000  ftrong :  General  Clairfait  had 
joined  him  wirh  15,000  Auftrians,  befide  a 
confiderable  body  of  Hefiians  and  French 
emigrants  amounting  in  all  to  90^000  meb. 

After  leaving  the  frontier  towns  tolerably 

garrifoned. 
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garrlfonedjDumourier  had  not  above  1 7,000 
men  to  adi  immediately  againft  this  im- 
menfe  force ;  and  thefe  1 7,000  had  been  ufe- 
lefsly  encamped  between  Sedan  and  Stenay, 
the  Meufe  being  fordable  in  numberlefs 
places  between  Stenay  and  Verdun,  where 
the  enemy  had  no  oppofition. 

On  comparing  the  flrength  of  the  invad- 
ing army  with  the  weaknefs  of  that  which 
was  to  oppofe  it,  it  was  at  one  time  imagined 
that  all  diredt  oppofition  would  be  vain,  and 
that  the  moft  effeflual  meafures  would  be, 
by  a  fudden  irruption  into  Auftrian  Flan- 
ders, to  endeavour  to  divert  the  enemy  from 
advancing  againft  Paris  :  but  the  fmall  pro- 
bability there  was  that  fuch  an  expedition, 
however, fuccefsfully  conducted, would  have 
the  defired  eflfedl,  foon  made  that  fcheme  be 
laid  afide ;  and  Dumourier,  infpired  by  an 
immcnfe  defire  of  renown,  and  trufting 
to  the  refources  of  his  own  genius, 
and    the  enthufiafm   which  animated    his 

F  3  country- 
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countrymen,  refolveil,  by  the  defending  of 
pofts,  and  every  other  pofllble  means,  to  at^ 
tempt  to  check  and  retard  theprogrefs  of  tho 
enemy,  till  he  fhould  be  reinforced  by  the 
army  of  Kellerm^nn  from  Lorraine  confift- 
ing  of  20,000  men,  by  that  which  Bour-^ 
nonville  was  leading  from  Flanders  which 
amounted  to  13,000,  and  what  Luckner  had 
fent  to  him  of  the  new  levies  which  were 
affembling  ;it  Chalons* 

Small  as  Dumourier's  force  was,  he  had 
the  courage,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  to  de- 
tach from  it  two'  battalions  of  infantry^ 
under  the  command  of  M.  Galbaud,  an 
excellent  officer,  who  had  orders  to  throw 
himfelf  into  Verdun,  and  alTift  in  the  dc- 
fence  of  that  town. 

Dumourier  gave  the  command  of  the 
advanced  guard  of  his  army  to  Dillon ;  it 
confided  of  five  battalions  of  infantry,  with 
fourteen  fquadrons  of  light  horfe.  Dillofi 
was  ordered    to  march    to  Stenay,  where 

Dumourier 
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Dumourier  intended  to  join  him  on  the 
firil  of  September,  and  difpute  the  pafTage  of 
the  Meufe  with  the  enemy. 

Dillon,  with  a  thoufand  horfe,  puihed  on 
before  the  reft  of  his  troops,  to  Stenay,  and 
was  making  arrangements  for  the  defence 
of  the  place,  when  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Aailrian  army,  four  thoufand  ftrong, 
with  feveral  pieces  of  cannon,  appeared. 
Convinced  of  the  impoffibility  of  defending 
the  town  without  infantry,  and  without 
cannon,  he  evacuated  Stenay,  crofled  the 
Meufe,  and  drew  up  his  troops  upon  the 
cppolite  fliore  of  that  river,  fending  nQtice 

to  his  infantry,  who  were  advancing,  to 
return  to  the  camp  at  Mouzon.  When  he 
himfelf  retired  to  join  them  there,  his  rear 
was  attacked  by  the  Auftrian  cavalry,  who 
were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs,  and 
Dillon  arrived  in  fafety  at  Mouzon  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  *• 

.  *  Compte  rendu  au  miniftre  de  la  guerre,  par  le 
Lieut.  General  A*  Dillon. 

F  4  Dumourier 
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Dumourier  advanced  with  his  fmall  army 
to  Mouzon  on  the  fir  ft  of  September,  and 
then  marched  on  to  Beaumont  en  Argonne, 
where  Dillon  had  previoufly  traced  out 
a  camp. 

Finding  that  it  was  now  too  late  to  dif- 
pute  the  paflage  of  the  Meufe,  Dumourier 
determined  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  the 
various  ftraits  in  the  foreft  of  Argonne* 
This  foreft  extends  from  the  Chene  le  Po^* 
puleux  to  Paflfavent,  a  fpace  of  about  forty 
miles;  the  German  army,  in  marching  to, 
Paris,  was  under  the  neceflity  of  going  by 
fome  of  thefe  ftraits,  or  making  a  con- 
fidcrable  circuit  by  bad  roads,  and  turning 
the  forgft.  Dumourier  detached  Dillon 
with  fix  thoufand  men,  to  feize  upon  the 
very  important  pafs  of  Biefme,  near  the 
Grandes  Iflettes,  in  the  foreft  of  Argonne, 
It  is  about  feven  or  eight  miles  from  Verdun, 
on  the  diredt  road  from  that  city  to  Paris 
by  Chalons.  He.  had  at  this  time  heard 
nothlni;  from  Galbaud,  and  had  no  doubt 

of 
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of  Verdun's  holding  out  a  much  longer 
time  than  would  be  neceflary  for  Dillon  to 
perform  this  fervice.     But  Verdun  furrcn-r 
dered  by  capitulation  on  the  fecond  of  Sep-- 
tember,  without   having  made  any  refift- 
anee,  and  Dillon  would  in  all  probability 
have    arrived  too*  late,   had   it  not    been 
for  the  fagacity  of  M.  Galbaud.     When 
that  officer  came  near  to  Verdun,  he  foun4 
it  fo  completely  invefted  by  the  Pruflians, 
that  it  was  impollible  to  execute  the  orders 
of  Dumourier.     He  confidered,  in  the  next 
place,  how  he  could  employ  the  two  bat- 
talions under  his  command  moft  effe^ualiy 
for  the  public  fervice ;  and,  anticipating  the 
intentions  of  his  commander,  he  marched 
them  to  Biefme,  and  immediately  fent  a 
meflenger  to  Dumourier,  to  inform  him  of 
what  he  had  donci  and  to  demand  a  rein* 
forcement.     The  army  at  Verdun,  in  ad- 
vancing to  Paris,  were  now  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  forcing  this  poft,  or  making  a 

circuit 
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circuit  of  forty  milesV  ^7  Varcnnes  ancj 
^  Grand  Pre  on  the  north,  or  one  ftill  larger  by 
Bar«-Ie*dac  on  the  fouth.  Dumourier  thought 
the  former  the  moft  probable,  for  he  potted 
himfielf  with  the  body  of  his  army  at  Grand 
Pre.  This  is  alfo  a  pafs  in  the  forett  of 
Argohne,  requiring  however  a  much  greater 
force  to  defend  it  tlian  that  of  Bjefme ;  to 
which  Dillon  marched  with  redoubled  ef^rts,. 
iQthe  dread  that  Galbaud,  who  he  had  heard 
was  in  poffeflion  of  it,  fhould  be  forced 
before  he  arrived  *. 

While  Dumourier  remained  at  Grand 
Pre,  he  detached  General  Miranda  with  a 
body  of  two  thoufand  cavalry,  to  protedl  a 
convoy  he  expeded,  and  alfo  to  reconnoitre 
the  Pruffian  army,  whofe  movements  at 
this  time  feemed  equivocal.  Miranda  per- 
formed  this  fervice  with  ability  and  fuccefs ; 
an  advanced  guard  of  Pruffians,  confiding 

*  Comptc  rendu  au  mlniftrc  de  la  guerre,  par  Ic 
Lieut.  General  A.  Dillon. 

of 
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of  four  thoufand,  were  pofted  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  they  inufl  have  intercepted 
the  cohvoy — He  attacked  and  defeated  them, 
And  the  convoy  arrived  in  fafety  at  Du- 
mourier*s  camp  *• 

The  march  of  Dillon  from  Mouzon  to 
Biefme,  through  a  foreft  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult to  traverfe,  and  fo  near  to  a  fuperior 
Army,  required  military  ikill  in  the  com- 
mander, and  ileadinefs  in  the  troops,  efpe-> 
cially  as  they  were  aflured  by  the  municipal 
officers  of  a  village  through  which  they 
pafled,  that  Galbaud,  difcouraged  by  the 
terror  fpread  among  his  troops  by  thofe  who 
came  from  Verdun,  had  quitted  Biefme, 
and  fallen  back  towards  Chalons,  and  that 
the  town  of  Sainte-Menehould  was  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  enemy*  Dillon,  however, 
having  fent  couriers  to  all  quarters  to  afcer- 

*  Rapport  des  Commiflarres  de  la  Convention  zmx, 
Armces  xfiunies. 

tain 
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tain  thofefads^  foon  difcovered  that  they 
were  not  true,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
fifth  of  September  effeded  his  junction  with 
Galbaud. 

The  troops  were  immediately  employed 
in  fortifying,  by  all  the  rcfources  of  art, 
the  natural  ftrength  of  this  poft,  which  was 
done  fo  effedually  that,  when  the  King  of 
Pruflia  in  perfon,  with  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
WJck,  reconnoitred  the  place  from  the  heights 
near  Clermont,  they  thought  it  too  ftrong 
to  be  forced. 

Some  people  have  ventured  to  cenfurc, 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  for  negledling  ta 
attack  this  poft  of  Biefme  before  Galbaud 
was  reinforced  by  Dillon,  or  for  not  order** 
ing  Dillon  to  be  oppofed  in  his  march  from 
Mouzon  to  it. 

It  belongs  to  military  men  only,  and  fuch 

as  are  acquainted  intimately  vvith  the  fitua- 

tion  of  the  country,  and  the  circumftances 

6  in 
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in  uvhich  thfc  German  afmy  was  at  that 
time,  to  decide  on  this  point ;  but  any  one 
may  naturally  conclude,  that  a  general  of  fo 
high  a  reputation  as  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
mud  have  had  fufiicient  reafons  for  acting 
as  he  did. 

M.  Gobert,  adjutant  general  of  Dumou« 
tier's  army,  and  probably  better  qualified 
to  judge  of  the  conduit  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  than  moil  who  have  cenfured 
it^  obferves,  that  Galbaud  was  in  poflfeflic^ 

« 

of  the  pafs  on  the  3 1  ft  of  Auguft,  that  the 
garrifon  of  Verdun  had  joined  him  on  the 
fecond  of  September,  and  that  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  might  naturally  believe  that 
many  peafants  from  the  neighbouring  viU 
lages  would  immediately  refort  to  Galbaud, 
and  affift  in  defending  the  pafs,  this  being  a 
kind  of  fervice  in  which  new  troops  might 
be  as  ufeful  as  veterans. 

Whatever  were  the  Duke's  reafons  for 

waving 
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waving  the  attack  of  this  poft,  the  poffeC- 
fion  of  It  enabled  Dillon  to  afford  ]prote<9:ion 
to  a  number  of  villages  fituated  on  the  river 
Aire,  and  put  the  Pruffiails  to  the  neceffity 
of  long  and  mod  fatiguing  marches,  by 
Grand  Pr6  to  the  camp  of  La  Lune  near 
St.  Menehould,  inftead  of  going  diredly 
through  Biefmc. 

Dumourier  was  in  poflellion  of  the  defiles 
of  Grand  Pre  for  fome  time  before  he  was 
difturbed,  and  at  lad  became  perfuaded  that 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  meant  to  avoid  the 
forefl ,  of  Argonne  altogether,  and  march  to 
Chalons  by  Bar-le-duc.  Under  this  convic- 
tion he  wrote  to  Dillon  that  he  was  prepar- 
ing with  a  ftrong  advanced  guard  to  harafs 
the  rear  of  the  enemy's  army,  who,  he  un- 
derftood,  were  endeavouring  to  pafs  by  Dil- 
lon's right  to  Chalons.  He  diredts  him  to 
loave  2000  men  to  guard  the  pafs ;  and  then 
to  aflcmble  all  the  troops,  and  order  them  to 

St.  Menc- 
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Sl  MenehouU,  where  he  would  endeavwir 
to  joid  him,  and,  with  their  upited  force,  a& 
terwards  form  a  jundion  with  Kellermaniu 
He  concludes  his  letter  in  thefe  words  : 

^'  Faites  rafiembler,  par  le  tocfin,  tous  les 
payfans  pour  aller  border  les  abattis :  portez* 
vous  tout«a-fait  a  votre  droite,  ct  dirigez-y 
tout  ce  qui  fe  raflemble  a  St.  Menehould« 

Apres  notre  jonQion,  nous  nous  arrangerons 
cnfemble  pour  couvrir  cette  place  et  pour 
fuivre  le  mOuvement  fur  Chalons.  Faites 
fonner  le  tocfin  fur  toutc  votre  route,  j'en 
ferai  autant,  et  cela  deconccrtera  un  peu  la 
marche  des  Prufliens.  Je  cotnmencerai 
mon  mouvement  a  minuit  *• 

DUMOURIER. 

Lt  General  en  Chef  de  VArmee  du  Nord^ 

It 

*  Aflcmblc  all  the  peafants  by  the  alarm  bell,  that 
they  may  line  the  abatis  f  •    Dirc£t  your  march  to  the 

» 

t  An  abatii  is  formed  by  trees  cut  down  and  arranged  with  their 
branches  towards  the  enemy,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of  fortification. 

rights 
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» 

It  IS  protable  that  the  Duke  of  Bniii(i 
wick  had  made  fome  movements  vvhich 
imlicated  an  intention  of  marching  by  Bar^ 
le-dac  to  Chalons;  or  had  otherwife  con-* 
trived  to  fpread  this  impreflion,  oh  purpofe 
to  conceal  his  real  defign,  which  was  to 
force  the  defiles  of  Grand  Pre. 

Kellcrmann  and  Luckner  were  both  de- 
ceived  in  this  points     The  former  was  fo 

much  convinced  that  the  Duke's  movement 

< 

was  a  feint,  that  he  had  thoughts  of 
marching  from  Sainte  Dizier,  where  he 
then  was,  to  Chalons^  fo  as  to  arrive  before 
the  enemy, 

right,  and  order  all  the  troops  who  (hall  aflemble  at. 
St.  Menchould  to  move  in  the  fame  direcHon.  After 
our  junclion  we  will  fix  upon  meaiurts  for  covering 
that  place,  and  attending  the  march  of  the  enemy  ta 
Chalons.  Order  the  alarm  bells  to  be  rung  during 
your  march,  I  will  do  the  fame;  this  v/ill  fomicuhat 
difconcert  the  march  of  the  enemy.  I  will  bcgi.i  nty 
inarch  at  midnight. 

(Signed)        Dumourier.. 

Luckner 
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Luokner  had  fent  reinforcements  to  tlie 
army  of  Kellermana  where  they  were  not 
needed,  inftead  of  fending  them  to  Du- 
mourier  at  Grand-Pre,  by  a  fhort  route 
which  Dillon  had  indicated. 

Dumourier  was  foon  convinced  of  his 
miilake,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Dillon. 

Gtand-Pre  le  1 2  Sept.  Tan 
4me  de  la  Liberie. 

L£S  enemies  vous  ont  abandonne,  mbn 
cher  General,  pour  fe  porter  fur  moi ;  ils 
me  font  une  attaque  dans  le  moment; 
je  ne  fais  pas  encore  fi  c*eft  la  veritable^ 
je  croig  que  ce  n'eft  qu'une  feinte  pour 
attaquer  la  Trouee  du  Chene-le-Populeux  *^, 
ou  je  porte  du  renfort.     Envoyez  moi  du 


•  *  This  is  a  pod  on  the  north  end  of  the  Foreft 
of  Argonne,  which  Dumourier  meant  to  defend.  Bj 
the  Trouee  de  Clermont  he  means  the  Straits  of 
Biefme. 
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of  the  1 3th,  without  fuccefs  ;  and  he  adds^, 

"  Je  fais  qu'  hier  le  Due  de  Brunfwick  fu- 

rieux  a  dit  au  Roi  de  Prufle — Je  perdrai 

bien  du  monde,  mais  j'y  paflerai  */' 

The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  was  as  good  as 

his  word — On  the  14th  of  September  the 
attack  of  the  Pruffians  was  irrefiflible.  Du- 
ring the  time  that  Dumourier  was  himfetf 
attacked)  he  was  informed  that  a  pod  called 
La  Croix  aux  Bois»  which  General  Chazot 
defended,  was  forced.  Dumourier  therefore 
was  obliged  entirely  to  abandon  the  pafTes  of 
of  Grand-Pre,  and  to  direct  his  march  to 

Sainte-Menehould,  where  he  had  previoufly 
traced  a  camp  in  a  very  ftrong  pofition. — 
On  his  march,  his  army  was  fo  violently 
preflcd  by  the  advanced  cavalry  of  the 
Pruffians,  that  it  was  thrown  into  con- 
fufion,  and  part  fled  in  a  fhameful  man* 

•  I  know  that  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  faid  to  the 

« 

King  of  Pruflia  ycfterday  in  a  violent  paHion — I  (hall 
lofc  a  great  many*men>  but  I  am  rcfblved  to  pafs. 

ncr. 
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ncr,  quite  to  the  town  of  St.  Meneheuld, 
which  they  entered,  crying,  *^  All  is  loft  !" 
and  ipreading  difmay  on  all  Hdes.  Dumou* 
rier,  in  the  account  which  he  fent  to  the 
Convention,  feems  to  think  that  if  the.Pruf- 
lian^  had  pufhed  on  with  vigour  during 

this  panic,  his  army  might  have  been  dif- 
perfed. 

Dillon  happened  to  be  at  St.  Menehould 
when  the  fugitives  arrived — he  did  every 
thing  in  his  power  to.  prevent  the  terrour 
from  fpreading — he*  feat  detachments  of 
horfe  to  the  neighbouring  villages  to  flop 
thofe  who  fled,  and  prevent  the  alarm 
reaching  Chalons,  where  it  might  have  had 
the  worft  ciFed  on  the  new  levies  allembling 
under  Luckner. 

By  Dillon's  exertions,  and  the  animating 
prefence  of  Dumourier,  the  army  regained 
order,  fpirit,  and  confidence  in  their  oificers. 

Thofe  who  had  diftinguiihed  themfclves 
in  this  fliameful  manner  were  fent  in  dif- 

G  3  grace 
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grace  from  the  army,  which  on  the  morn, 
ing  of  the  15th  entered  the  camp  at  St. 
Menehould,  and  began  with  all  diligence  to 
fortify  it,  in  the  perfuafion  that  it  would 
very  foon  be  attacked.     Bourncnville,  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  13,000  men,  joined 
Dumourier  on   the   17th.    The  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  knew  that  Kellermann  was  neay 
at  hand  with  a  greater  force,  and  formed 
the  plan  of  attacking  him  before  he  could 
join   Dumourier.     Kellermann,  by   forced 
marches,  gained  the  heights  of  Valmy  on 
the  evening  of  the  19th.    Valmy  is  within 
lefs  than  a  mile  of  other  heights,  on  which 
was  the  ftrong  camp  of  Dumourier.    Kel- 
lermj^nn  received  ititelligence  of  the  march 
of  the  Pruffians  during  the  night,  which 
convinced  him  that  he  would  be  attacked 
the  following  morning.     He  made  his  dif- 

pofitions  accordingly,  and  ufed  every  pof- 

lible  means  of  encouraging  his  foldiers.  He 

walked  through  the  Unes  with  fome  of  thq 

n^of\ 
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moft  popular  officers,  to  animate  them  by 
their  dkcourfe.  The  army  anfwered  them  by 
huzias,  and  the  cry  of  Vive  la  nation  !  Kel- 
lermann*s  army  extended  from  a  village  called 
Dammartin  la.  Planchette,  along  the  heights 
of  Valmy,  A  free  <:ommunication  was  kept 
Hp  between  his  artoy  and  that  of  Dumou^ 
fier,  who  fent  8000  men  to  his  afTiflance 
during  the  cannonade,  which  laded  the 
whole  day.  The  Pruflians  manoeuvred  witli 
their  ufual  coolnefs  and  addrefs,  fometimes 
forming  into  columns,  as  if  their  intention 
had  been  to  attack  with  the  bayonet,  and 
fometimes  moving  with  an  intention  tD  fur- 
round  Kellermann,  and  cut  ofF  his  com- 
munication with  Dumourier.  The  firmnefs 
of  the  French,  under  the  (kilful  direction 
of  their  Generals,  prevented  the  Pruflians 
from  accompliftiing  either.  Dumourier 
was  in  perfon  at  the  batteries  during  feveral 
Jiours  of  the  cannonade,  and  at  thp  head  of 
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his  own  troops  to  oppofe  the  Pruflians  whea 
they  attempted  to  furroun^Kellermanji*  The. 
fuperior  addrefs  of  the  French  cannoneers 
was  apparent  during  the  whole  aftion;  and 
the  army  in  general  Ihewed  a  degree  of 
fieadinefs  which  difciplined  troops  alone  have 
been  fuppofed  to  pofiefs,  and  rivalled  the 
Pruilians  in  ileadinefsand  obedience  to  their 
officers,  while  their  natural  vivacity  appeared 
in  fongs  and  cries  of  Vive  la  nation !  amidft 
the  carnage  of  the  cannonade.  In  Keller- 
man  n's  army  there  were  above  four  hundred 

killed,  and  between  five  and   fix  hundred 

« 

wounded.  The  General  himfelf  narrowly 
efcaped,  his  horfe  being  killed  under  him. 
It  is  faid,  and  it  is  moft  probable,  that 
the  lofs  of  the  Pruflians  was  confiderably 
greater.  What  military  men  peculiarly 
admire  in  the  conduct  of  Kellermann,  was 
the  fkill  he  difplayed  that  evening  in 
changing  his  pofition  in  the  prefence  of 

the 
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the  enemy,  to  one  ilill  more  advantageous; 
by  which  his  right  wing  touched  the  army 
of  Dumourier,  his  left  was  proteded  by 
heights  eafily  defended,  while  in  his  front 
was  a  rivulet  greatly  fwelled  by  the  recent 
rains  *•  That  he  was  not  attacked  during 
this  manoeuvre  is  not  only  a  proof  of  the 
ability  with  which  it  was  performed,  but 
alfo  forms  a  ilrong  prefumption  of  the 
great  lofs  which  the  Pruflians  had  fuftained, 
and  of  their  being  difcouraged  by  this  un- 
fuccefsful  attack. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  attack  was 
made  on  the  army  of  Keller mann, the  20,000 
men  which  had  been  left  at  Clermont  made 
an  attempt  on  Dillon's  camp  at  Biefrae. — 
The  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had  been  under 
the  neceffity  of  leaving  this  ftrong  party 

*  Obfervations  fur  la  Compagne  de  X792,  par  Gch 
Vert,  Adjutant  General. 

behind, 
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bdilnd^  otherwife  Dillon  would  have  in^ 

«  _ 

tcrcepted  all  his  convoys;  fo  that  Dilloq, 
with  about  five  or  fix  thoufand  men,  had 
detained  20,000  from  the  Pruffian  army 
when  it  marched  againft  Dumourier  and 
Kellermann.  Thofe  20,000  now  marched 
to  the  attack  of  Biefme ;  they  were  fo  con- 
fident  of  their  own  fuccefs,  and  that  Du- 
mouner  would  be  roujted  by  the  Pruilians, 
that  they  made  their  whole  equipage  and 
baggage  of  every  kind  follow  them,  in  the 
expectation  that  after  they  had  forced  the  ' 

poft  of  Biefme,  they  would  be  ordered  to  join 

» 

the  PruljSans  and  accompany  them  to  Paris. 
Dillon's  defence,  hjowever,  was  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs,  as  Kellerraann's — the 
Auftrians  and  Heffians  were  rcpulfed  ^nd 
obliged  to  retire  in  great  diibrdp r. 

After  thefe  "unfuccefsful  attacks,  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  encamped  his  army 
at  La  Lune,  near  the  arrpy  of  Dumourier, 
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^nd  between  St.  Menehould  and  Cfaa« 
]on$.  Here  the  Pruflians,  who  had  alv 
ready  fuffered  by  ficknefs,  were  greatly  diA* 
trefled  from  a  .want  of  provifions.  Bour- 
nonville,  detached  with  a  body  of  4000  men 
by  Dumourier,  had  intercepted  feveral  con- 
voys that  were  advancing  from  their  maga- 
zines at  Grand-Pre^  He  intercepted  in  par- 
ticular feveral  droves  of  cattle  going  to  the 
Pruilians,  and  ordered  them  to  be  (laughter*- 
ed  for  the  ufe  of  his  own  army:  for  this 
laft  exploit,  joined  to  his  courage  and 
(Irength,  he  was  called  the  French  Ajax*— 
Nothing  could  bribe  the  French  peafants 
to  carry  any  kind  of  neceflaries  to  the 
Germans,  while  they  flocked  with  fupplies , 
to  the  camp  of  Dumourier*  It  alfo  was 
difficult  and  moft  expenfive  for  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  or  any  officer  who  commanded 
his  detached  parties,  to  procure  intelligence^ 
&s  they  were  furrounded  with  fpies,  who 

t 

iuformed   Dumourier  of  all   their   movc-^ 

mentSt 


(    9i    ) 

mcnts.  As  the  Pruflians  could  procure  no 
provifions  but  frota  their  own  magazines, 
the  fcarcity  was  increafed  by  the  exceffive 
rains  which  fell  at  this  time,  and  rendered 
the  roads  uncommonly  deep,  and  in  fome 
places  almoft  impaflfable ;  in  the  mean  time, 
the  Pruffians  were  more  expofed  to  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  fufFered  more 
from  cold,  moillure,  and  want  of  provi- 
fions, than  the  French,  who  were  proteded 
in  fome  degree  from  thofe  evils  by  the  care 
and  attention  of  their  countrymen.  To 
thefc  diftreffes  were  added  the  vexation  and 
difcouragement  which  the  Pruffians  muft 
have  felt  at  finding  the  whole  country 
united  againft  them,  inflead  of  a  great 
proportion  being  difpofed  to  join  them,  && 
they  had  been  made  to  expert. 

There  are  prpfeffions  in  which  men  fome- 
limes  acquire  great  reputation  with  little 
merit;  this  may  happen  either  from  the 
public  being   no  judges  of  the    merit  of 

thofe 
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tKofe  particular  profeflions,  or  becaufe  fuo« 
cefs  in  the  profefHon  may  arife  from  the 
merit  of  others  who  direiSt  the  meafures  of 
the  individual  who  acquires  the  reputation. 

This  is  often  the  cafe  in  the  military  pro-, 
feilion^  at  the  top  of  which  men  are  placed 
from  the  circumilances  of  birth^  independ* 
ent  of  all  idea  of  merits  and  frequently  ia 
fpite  of  the  cnoft  glaring  proofs  of  incapa* 
city.  In  this  profeflion,  likewife,  men  have 
acquired  fame  from  fucceffes  that  have  beea 
entirely  owing  to  the  fuperiour  valour  of 
their  troops,  and  the  fuperiour  {kill  of  fome 
(ubordinate  officer. 

But  if  the  commanders  of  armies  may  on 
fome  occafions  acquire  fame  without  de- 
fending ity  no  fet  of  men  are  more  expofed 
to  cenfure  on  account  of  fiaiiler  events^ 
which  no  fagjicity  could  forefee^  and  no 
human  power  could  prevent. 

Few  men  have   experienced  this  iftore 

than   the  Duke  of  Brunfwick^   who  has 

I  beea 
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^ea  bidmed  for  not  marching  dtreOdf  id 
Chalons^  or  Rheims,  aa  foon  as  he  found! 
himfelf  between  thoffc  cities  atnd  Dnmou^ 
Fier*s  army.  Thofe  who  make  this  cri- 
ticifm  do  not  think  of  th^  danger  arid  dif- 
^uky  of  matching  with  an  enemy  hanging 
on  the  rear^  and  intefcdpting  the  conroys  of 
the  advancing  army* 

But  without  taking  farther  noticd  of  filch 
rahdom  cenfures^  it  is  the  opinion  of  many* 
of  the^militaiy  profeflion,  that  inftead  of 
remaining  inactive  at  his  camp  at  La  Lune 
after  the  cannonade  of  the  20th  df  Sep-^ 
tember,  he  ought  to  have  attacked  Du- 
mourier  at  St.  Menehouldi  Thofe  who 
hold  this  opinion  fay,  that  from  the  fu* 
periority  of  the  Pruflians  over  the  raw  troopa 
of  France,  he  had  a  great  probability  of 
beating  and  difperfing  them,  which  would 
huve  fpread  fuch  an  alarm  that  the  levied 
which  were  marching  againft  the  Duke 
would  have  joined  in  the,  flight  j  and  in* 
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ftead  of  enemies,  he  would  have  met  only 
friends  on  his  way  to  Paris;  for  nothing  is 
fo  efficacious  as  a  vidory^  in  converting 
enemies  into  friends. 

I  have  been  aflured,  that  this  meafure 
was  propofed  by  the  Marechal  de  Caftries^ 
in  a  Council  of  War  held  at  La  Lune ;  and 
his  opinion  was  fupported  by  that  of  M.  de 
Poilly ,  a  General  Officer  in  the  French  army^ 
who  had  refided  in  that  province,  and  had  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  country;  and  that 
this  attack  of  the  camp  of  Menehould  was 
alfo  greatly  delired  by  the  whole  corps  of 
French  Emigrants. 

.Without  any  pretenfions  to  military 
knowledge,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conje£ture 
what  may  have  determined  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick  againft  Hiking  fuch  a  meafure. 

He  certainly  had  entered  France  with  a 
pcrfuaiion  that  he  would  be  favoured  by  a 
great  part  of  the  country  who  difliked 
the  conllitution :  he  had  reafon  to  believe 

,     that 
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the  events  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  the 
third  of  September,  would  render  the  peo-  . 
pie  more  averfe  to  the  new  government, 
and  more  favourable  to  his  esLpeditiom  The 
eafy  conqueft  of  Longwy  and  Verdun 
tpnded  to  confirm  him  in  thofe  fentiment^. 
He  found  no  very  great  difficulty  in,  forcing 
the.  Straits  of  Grand-Pr^. 

Thus  far  therefore  every  thing  rather  had 
a  tendency  to  encourage  the  Duke  to  pro- 
ceed ;  but  the  adion  of  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, an.l    the  difpofition  in  which  he 

1 

found  the  country,  muft  have  had  a  very 
different  effeft  on  his  mind.  By  the  former 
he  had  the  proofs  of  a  firmnefs  in  the  ' 
French  army,  and  a  ikill  in  the  General 
which  he  did  not  expedt  j  and  in  the  coun« 
try,  fo  far  from  any  favourable  difpofition 
towards  his  enterprize,  every  appearance 
was  hoftile  in  the  higheft  degree.  At  his 
camp  at  La  Lune  his  convoys  were  fome- 
times  intercepted ;  he  could  obtain  no  pro* 
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jfiCioM  irom  the  inhabitants^  and  his  armj 
teas  fuffering  under  the  complicated  diftrefs 

of  want,  aiid  a  dangerous  epidemic ;  it  is  faid 

> 

ih^re  ^cre  nearten  thoufand  fick  in  his  camp, 
and  at  Grand-t^re.  In  fuch  circumftances  an 
attack  on  Dumourier's  army,  how  70,006 
ilrong,'  and   wliofe  ftrength    he   had   al- 
i^eady  experienced,  was  not  very  promifing 
of  fuccefs  ;  and  if  untuccefsful,  would  have 
been  attended  with  the  entire  niin  of  his 
own.     But  even  upon  the  fuppbfition  that 
he  had  been  vidorious,  the  remains  of  tht 
French  army  after  a  defeat,  with  the  troopt 
at  Chalonsi  Rheims,  SoifTotis,  and  in  every 
part  of  the  country,  would  have  rendered  the 
retreat  of  his  arihy,  diminifhed  by  viftory 
aad  enfeebled  by  iicknefs,  vety  dangerous  if 
he  had  marched  much  farther  into  France.  ' 
As  footi  as  it  was  evident  that  the  coun- 
try was  againft  hip,  the  Duke  of  Brun« 
fwick's   enterprize  might  have  been  con« 
fidered  as  having  failed.     He  had  nothing 

VOL.  II.  H  tQ 
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to  think  of  but  to  cSc€t  a  retreat,  whicli  lie 
finally  conducted  with  a  (kill  equal  to  the 
higheft  .reputation. 

But  he  firfl  propofed  a  truce ;  during  this 
a  conference  took  place  between  the  chiefs 
of  the  oppofite  armies.  It  has  been  faid^ 
that  Dumourier  agreed  to  this  with  a  view 
to  promote  defertion  among  the  German 
foldiers,  by  diftributing  the  decree  of  the 
National  Affembly  for  the  encouragement 
of  deferters,  and.alfo  in  the  hopes  of  in- 

«  * 

ducing  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  break  with 

•  *       * 

the  Auftrians,  at  this  moment  of  indignation 
and  difappointment ;  and  it  has  been  slC- 
ferted  that  Dumourier  proved  himfelf  a 
much  better  politician  than  the  Duke  of 
Rrunfwick  on  this  occafion.  The  reverfe 
of  this  however  feems  to  be  the  truth  ;  for 
if  what  is  mentioned  above  .were  really 
Dumourier's  objedls  in  agreeing  to  the 
truce,  he  failed  in  both.  There  was  no 
defertion  from  the  Pruflian  array,  and  the 

King 
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King  did  not  break  with  the  Emperor;  but 
it  was  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwicky  who  had  already  determined  on 
a  retreat,  to  have  a  few  days  of  truce,  which 
he  employed  in  conveying  his  artillery  and 
heavy  baggage  undifturbed  from  the  camp 
of  La  Lune  to  Grand- Pr^. 

Nothing  c^n  be  more  unc^ndid  and  in* 
confiAent  than  the  manner  in  which  thd 

Duke  of  Brunfwick's  conduit  has  been  cri- 

•     •  • 

ticifed — It  is  aflerted  in  the  firft  place,  that 
he  inconfiderately  led  his  army  into  a  fitua*^ 
tion  £o  defperate,  that  if  they  advanced,  they 
mud  be  all  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners; 
if  they  retreated,  one  half  muft  be  cut  in  ' 
pieces^  and  if  they  remained  where  they 
were,  they  muft  be  ftarved. — ^Taking  this 
accouftt  to  be  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  one 
would  imagine  that  he  (houldbe  allowed  fomC 
credit  for  having  extricated  his  army  from 
fo  perilous  a  fituation — itiftead  of  which, 
we  are  told,  that  eVen  in  this,  he  fbewed 

H  2  \c£% 
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lefs  addrefs  than  the  enemy,  from  vrhoot 
he  delivered  them. 

In  confirmation  howevtr  of  my  owti 
opinion  on  this  {vhjtSt^  I  (hall  chly  add^ 
that  it  was  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  who  firil 

* 

propofed  the  tru.cet  and  not  Dumourier — 
that  during  the  whote  time  it  continued^ 
his  artillery  and  baggage  were  moving  to 
Grand^Pr^t  and  that  as  foon  as  he  k«ew 
they  were  fafc  there,  he  renewed  his  on* 
ginil  manife(l0|  which  he  muft  have  known 
would  put  an  end  to  the  truce. '  All  thofe 
circumftances  render  it  probable  that,  how- 
ever acute  and  able  Dumourier  may  be,  the 

truce  was  more  advantageous  to  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick  than  to  him. 

On  tlxe  thirtieth  of  September  the  Duke 
raifed  his  camp  at  LaLune,and  retreated  with 
his  whole  army  by  Grand- Pre  to  Bufancy. 
The  Auftrians,  under  the  command  of  Ge* 
hcral  Clairfait,  feparated  from  the  Pruffians, 
and  pafTed  the  Mcufe  at  Stenay,  and  took  the 

neareft 
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yiieareil  way  to  the  county  of  Luxembourg; 
while  the  Pruffians  pafled  at  Dun,  and  pur« 
fued  the  courfe  of  the  riyer  to  Verdun. 
Their  march  w^s  flow,  on  account  of  the 
number  of  their  fick,  ^  w^U  as  of  the 
badi\e(8  pf  the  roads;  but  in  fuch  order, 
th^t  ahhough  purfued  by  numerous  de^ 
tachments  of  French,  no  confiderable  ad- 
vantage was  gained  QT^r  them  during  this 
vfhole  n^irch, 

When  Dumouricr  i^w  the  enemy  In  full 

4 

retreat,  s^nd  (h^t  they  eould  attempt  nothing 

K&  importance  in  that  quarter  this  feafon,  he 

determined  to  go  to  Paris.    He  wi(hed  to 

fettle  with  the  Executive  Power  a  plan  of 

operations  for  an  imni.ediate  expedition  into 

Auflrian  Flanders,  whither  he  has  ordered  a 

< 
ereat  part  of  his  army^  and  lyhere  he  expels 

to  gather  freih  laure^.    What  gives  a  high 

i^ea  of  Dumourier's  vigour  of  mind  is,  that 

\n  adhering  to  the  plan  oi^ operations  which,  he 

^  3     ,     '  had 
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had  traced  out  for  the  defence  of  TPrancc,  he 
refifted  the  injunctions  which  he  frequently 
received  from  the  adminiftration  at  Paris — 

t 

and  topk  the  whole  refponfibility  upon  him- 
felf.  At  Paris  there  was  fo  great  ah  alarm, 
bn  hearing  that  fome  German  irregulars  had 
been  iiear  Rheims,  that  they  wiflicd  him  to 
fall  back.  And  Servan,  the.  war  miniftefij 
has  the  following  exprellions  in  a  letter  to 
Pumourier,  dated  the  27th  of  September, 

"  J'efpere  toujours,  mon  cher  Gpneral^quo 
vous  refterez  convair)cu,  ainfi  que  nous,  que 
vous  n'avez  plus  un  moment  a  perdre  pour 
vous  rapprochcr  de  la  Marne,  afin  tie  couvrir 
par  la  Chalons,  Rheims,  et  les  fuperbes 
campagnes  du  Soiflbnnois  et  de  la  Brie : 
que  nous  iniport  adiuellement  que  Pennemi^ 
occupe  lesplaines  arides  dela  Champagne?'^ 
— ^And  he  ends  the  fame  letter  with  thcfe 
words,  "  Perfonne  ne  vous  voit  trahquille* 
mem  a  Saintc  Menehould  tandis  que  les 

houlans 
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V 

houlansviennent  infulter"te8  fauxbourgs  dc 
Rheims*.** 

r 

When  we  refled  on  the  charafter  of  the 
people  Duruourier  was  accountable  to  for 
his  conduct,  and  how  little  they  are  dit 
pofed  to  forgive  what  they  confider  as  re- 
prehenfible,  we  muft  the  more  admire  his 
fteadinefs.  It  is  now  generally  faid,  that  if  he 
had  fallen  back  to  Chalons  and  Rheims,  the 
enemy  might  have  got  pofleflion  of  a  plenti- 
ful country,  and  perhaps  wintered  in  France. 
-  He  left'  Bournonvillc  to  harrafs  the  Pruf- 
fians  during  their  retreat.     That  General 

*  I  hope,  my  dear  General,  that  you  are  as  much 
convinced  as  we,  that  you  ought,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  to  move  towards  the  department  of  La  Mame, 
on  purpofe  to  proteft  Chalons,  Rheims,  and  the  fertile 
fields  of  the  Soifonnois  and  La  Brie.  Of  what  im- 
portance is  it  to  us  that  the  enemy  are  in  pofleflion  of 
the  barren  plains  of  Champaigne  ? 

We  cannot  with  patience  think  of  your  remaining  at 
St.  Menehould,  while  the  Hulans  are  infulting  the  ' 
fuburbsof  Rheims. 

H  4  followed 
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fellowed  them  as  far  as  Bufancy;  and  then 

being  ordered  to  the  army  intended  ags4nil 

Flanders^  he  was  replaced  by  the  Generals 

Kellerinann  and  Valence^  who,  with  all  thei^ 

zeal  and  adivity,  were  not  able  to  gain 

any  advantage  over  this  retreating  and  fickly 

army. 

Dillon^  on  his  pfirtj  followed  that  body 

of  Auftrians  and  Heflians  who  had  attacked 

his  poft  at  Biefme,  and  were  now  retreating 

by  another  route  towards  Verdun, 

He  had  s^boat  16,000  nacn  with  him, 

and  the  army  he  purfued  was  more  nu- 

nierous,  and  confifted  of  well  difciplined 

troops.  Having  heard  that  the  Auftrians  and 

Heflians  were  irritated  againft  each  other, 

and  l^ayjng  been  informed  that  the  Land- 

.  grave  himfelf  had  fppUen  with  anger  againft 

the  condud  of  the  Auftrians,  he  wrote  a 

letter  from  Domballe  to  that  Prince,  which 

he  fent  by  M.  Gobert  his  Adjutant  General, 

at  the  fame  tiro^  that  h?  difqwflc^  M.  Lin- 

dau, 
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fSau^  an  HeiHan  officer,  who  had  beci| 
takcd  pi!fooer.  In  this  letter,  after  feme  ge^ 
neral  reflexions  refpefting  the  right  of  ni^ 
tioQS  to  change  their  governments,  which 
it  is  not  probable  the  Landgrave  vrill  think 
conclufive,  Dilloa  aflures  him  that  he  ig 
furrbuaded  in  inch  a  manner  that  it  will  be 
Tery  difficult  for  him  to  efcape ;  but  that  if 
he  will  fet  out  the  following  morning  for 
his  own  country,  and  entirely  evacuate  the 
French  territories  with  his  troops,  that  he 
will  be  allowed  to  pafs  undifturbed  by  cer« 
tain  pofts  which  were  at  that  time  occupte4 
by  the  French. 

9 

Dillon  &w,  that  it  was  not  in  his  powar 
with  16,000  men  to  prevent  the  retreat  of 

20|OQo:  but  he  thought  if  he  could  per« 
fuade  the  Heffians  to  ieparate  from  the 
Auftrians,  he  might  cut  off  the  latter. — rit 
vr^s  not  yery  likely  indeed  that  the  Ls^nd* 
grave  would  be  fo  far  deceived  as  to  accept 
PI"  Dillon's  offer;  but  whatever  may  be 

thought 
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thought  of  the  depth  of  t;he  ftratagem^  it  |s 
evUeat  that  Dillon  meant  to  ferve,  not  to  in* 
-jure  France ;  for  he  ihewed  the  letter  to.  Ge« 
ncral  Galbaud  before  he  fent  it,  and  he  alfp 
ga^e  a  copy  of  it,  with  the  Landgrave's  an-- 
fwer,  to  Sillery,  Carra,  ai^d  Prieur,  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  National  Convention  *• 

Bnt  what  puts  Dillon's  intentions  out  of 
£l\  queftion  is,  that  <>n  the  4th  of  Odober 
he  intercepted  a  letter  from  the  Dire&or  of 
the  difirid  of  EtaiA)  to  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle,  dated  the  firft  of  Odober,  by  whicli 
it  appeared  that  the  Landgrave  was  expei^ed 
to  take  his  h^ad  quarters  at  Etain ;  on  which 
Dillon  fent  a  courier  from  his  camp  at  Sivry- 
la^Parche  to  General  Favart  at  Metz,  to  in?* 
fo^m  him,  that  he  intended  to  attack  the 
enemy  on  their  retreat,  and  that  they  were  to 
retreat  by  Etain ;  to  prove  which  he  tranfmit- 
ted  the  intercepted  letter  to  Favart,  and  defired 

*  Rspport  des  Comtnififaircs  de  la  Contention. 

him 
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him  to  fepx!,  a  detachment  frotn  the  garrUw 
of  Metz  to  co-operate  ill  harafling  them. 

He  adds,  *'  Faites  avertir  tous  ks  villageit 
que  tous  les  citoyens  reprenoent  de  la  con- 
fiaace,  que  I'on  fonne  le  tbcfin  par*tou|^ 
toutes  les  arnfies  ferontl)cnne8  pour  harcder 
Tennemi,  et  tomber  dans  chaque .  defile 
fur  ifes  equipages.  Fakes  proclanier  que  toQs 
ceux  que  lui  fourniront  une  livre  de  pain, 
font  tfaitres  a  leur  pays*  Je  le  purfuivrai 
fans  relflche  s'ils  fe  retirent ;  je  les  com- 
T>attrai  s'ils  reftent/'  &c.* 

General  Dillon^s  letter  to  tiie  Landgrave 
Df  Hefle  CafTel,  and  the  Landgrave's  anfwer, 

* 

*  '*  Let  this  be  proclaimed  in  all  the  villages^  that 

* 

the  citizens  may  recover  their  fpirits ;  let  the  alarm  be 
founded  every  where :  all  forts  of  arms  will  ferve  to  har- 
rafs  the  enemy,  -and  to  afiift  in  attacking  their  carriages 
in  every  defile.  Let  >t  be  proclaimed,  that  all  who 
fumifli  them  with  a  fingjk  pound  of  bread  will  be  con« 
fidered  as  traitors  to  their  country.  I  will  purfue  them 
without  relaxation  if  they  fly— I  am  determined  to  fight 
them  if  they  remain/*  &c. 

were 
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y/rtvc  tranfmittcd  to  the  GonTention  witlw 
eiK  any  commentary.  They  were  read  M^ 
th^  Aflembly,'  and^  inftead  of  appearing^ 
mertrorious  or  innocent^  they  hiui  the  mo9L 
malignant  and  moft  unnatural  cofiftni^Hoi^ 
put  on  them  by  fome  of  th«  member 
Merlin  ^  Tbionville  exckimed,  that  th|^ 
letter  was  a  complete  proof  of  DtUoo'f^ 
being  a  tnuton-<^Thia  MerliQ  ia  a  vpft  zea» 
Ions  accufcr}*  be  ^ems  to  think  ibal  b^' 
murdering  tbe  reputation  of  otiMOshe  IbaU 
accumulate  a  vaft  dock  of  fame  to  himfdf^ 
>aa  the  Indian  imagixvca  that  he  l^cosaes  the. 
inuno^tc  poflelTor  of  all  ^  CQUiage  a^ 
dexterity  of  the  enemy  he  kills.  Merlin^ 
not  fati^fied  ^ith  the  interpretation  he  h^d 
{iveA  to  this,  letter  to  the  Landgrave^  revert* 
ed  to  Dillon's  prochtmation  at  Pont-fujr* 
Sambre  and  other  parts  of  his  coliduft  pse* 
vious  to  the  loth  of  Auguft  j  on  aH  which^ 
be  put  the  mpft  malignant  confhmdkm^ 

and 


tod  finKhed  by  pf bpofmg  a  decree  of 
cUfation  againft  him« 

^  One  general  officer/'  fald  Kerfaint,  ^hai$ 
already  anfweted  your  decree  of  accufatioo 
by  a  vidory — How  do  you  know  that  Dfl- 
ion  was  hot  obeying  the  orders  of  I^umou-* 
tier  when  he  wrote  the  letter  in  queftion  T^ 

Couthon,  in  anfw^er  to  Kerfaint^  declared 
^iat  n6  decree  of  accufation  could  be  bet«^ 
ter  founded  than  that  now  propofed  againll 
Arthur  Dillon — ^He  fald,  he  would  not  take 
into  condderatioti  any  thing  laid  to  hb 
charge  before  his  letter  to  the  Landgravei 
but  in  the  fame  breath  he  recapitulated 
t^hatever  was  moft  likely  to  injure  him  in 
the  mind  of  the  Ck>nvention  refpe&ing  hiA 
condudi  long  before  that  time^  and  imme* 
mediately  after  the  tenth  of  Augufl, 

Couthon  labours  under  a  difeafe  wluch 
renders  him  unable  to  walk,  or  even  td 
iland ;  and  which  fcems  to  have  cornmu-^ 
9icated    its  malignity  to  his  difpoiition. 

He 


'  He  is  ^  always,  hltou^t  in  the  arm^  of  hi$ 

fervant  from  his  carriagjs  iiito  -  the  Aflein^ 

•  ... 

VIy>  '  aad  is  indulged  ia  the  liberty  .of 
(poking  without  rifiog  from  his  feat^— Htf 
has  the  reputation  of  being  a  man  of  acute 
parts}  there  is  a  mildnefs  m  his  counte- 
nance thajt  is:  not  found  in  his  opinions, 
which  are  geocralljr.  violent  and  fev^re^ 
His  fpeech.  rendered  the  enemies  of  Dilloa 

more  furioua-r-One  member,  faid  that  he 

*     . 

feemod  inclined  to  make  no  other  ufe  of 
$he  army  committed  to  his  charge  but  as 
a  fdfe-guard  to  condudl   the   enemies   of 
France  out  of  the  country ;  another  ohfer-* 
vcd,  that  it  was  highly  expedient  that  the 
Gonvention   fliould   charge  the  Executive 
Power  to  take  particular  care  that  Dillon 
did  not  make  his  efcape.     And  a  third  a(^ 
0[:nded   the   tribune   and  n\adc   a   motion 
5?hich  terminated   the   climax   of  intern- 
perance  and  injuftice — He   propofcd  that 
the  three  Commiilioners  Ihould  be  imn>e* 

diately 
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cKately  airefted  as  tcaltots  far  hot  hfty}f» 
^afjpended  DiHod:  from  his  comAiandi  ^^ 
noment  he  ikewed  Jtkem  a  copy  of  tM 

letter  ht  had  wrkteQ  to  the  Landgfavei 
Nothing  could  be  more  unpandid  and  capr^ 

tiouB  ^an  the  Tpirit  fhewn  by  thofe  men  oa 
this  occasion ;  they  ;muft  have  Jcnown  that 
Dillon  hiafl  pmfued  the  Heffians  and  Auf* 
trians  with  inde&tigable  activity  to  Ver-' 
dun,  and  that  it  was  la  confequencc  of  tho 
batteries  which  he  loft  no  time  in  ere^ing 
agaihft  that  town,  that  it  foon  after  fur- 
rendered,  but  thiey  could  not  forget  Dillon's 
condudl  on  his  firft  receiving  the  accounts 
of  the  proceedings  at  Paris  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft.  Prudence  and  good  policy  indi- 
cate a  different  condud;  the  beft  way 
furely  to  conciliate  men  to  a  revolution,  is 
to  prefent  them   with  greater   advantages 

under  the  new  government  than  they  en-* 

joyed    under   the  old.^ — But  thefe  furious 

;-eformers,  whilft  they  declaim  againft  the 

2  tyranny 
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tyranny  of  tbi  ancient  government^  ^t^ 
frnt  nothing  in  fupport  of  the  new^  but 
tecuiations^  poniards  and  guillotines^ 
With  much  difficulty^  inflead  of  %in  imme^ 
dinte  aceufation^  they  at  iaft  caibe  to  a  refo* 
ludon,  that  the  Executive  Council  fhould 
io^morrow  ftate  to  the  afiembly  all  the  cir-^ 
Cttmftaneea   relative  to   General    Dilloh'c 

^  »  _ 

condu&  to  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflfef^ 
Irefere  they  made  any  decree  refpeding 
luci 

t)^bcr  13* 

I  went  this  morning  to  the  Conven- 
tional  Aflfembly,  and  was  admitted  into  the 
box  where^  on  the  nth  of  Auguft,  I  had 
ieen  the  unfortunate  family^  now  prifoners 
in  the  temple,  fcated. 

The  hall  and  galleries  were  uncommonly 
crowded,  becaufe  Dumourier,  who  arrived 
4n  Paris  lad  nighty  was  expeded  to  come  to 
the  Aflembly  this  day. 

The  forenoon  was  fpent  in  debates,  in 

which 


i 
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Which  Biiioti  Vergniaudj  and  fome  other 
ef  the  mod  diftinguiihed  memb^ers .  of  th^ 
Convention  took  part.  Aboiit  oriie  o'clock 
t  faw  one  of  thfe  huiffiers  go  to  the  Prefi- 
dent^  and  t  heard  him  acquaint  him,  that 
Duniourler  attended  in  the  adjoining  room; 

The  Prefiidcht,  however,  did  not  inters 
hipt  the  debate,  whicH  continued  ibr  at 
lead:  an  hour  after  thi^  information  wai 
given.  It  was  known  to  fome  in  the  Afc 
iembly;  that  Dumourier  wad  Waiting  to  hi 
ealled  in;  feveral  membierd  thinking  thd 
Preiidetit  was  ignorant  of  that  circiimftance) 
Went  up  ind  whifpered  him — ^he  fignified 
by  a  hod  ihat  he  already  knew  it^  and  slU 
lowl^d  this  debate  to  continue;  ^ 

It  flruck  nie  as  fingular^  that  a  General 
^ho  in  fuch  ctiticdl  circumftance^  had 
tendered  the  nlbft  imjportant  ftrvice^  to  hi^ 
bountty^  and  was  jult  retuirned  vidorious^ 
fllould  be  treated  with  fUch  cbolheisi-^t 
nave  no  doUbt  it  wad  dpnls  on  purpofe,  ah(|i 

TQLt  III  I  in 
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in  the  republican  fpirit,  intended  as  a  bint 
to  the  General  not  to  overvalue  his  impor- 
tance. 

At  laft,  however,  the  Prefident  read  a 
ktter  from  General  Dumourier,  in  which 

« 

he  informs  the  Convefttion,  that  he  defires 
to  pay  his  duty  to  them,  and  waits  their 
orders.  A  member  moved  that  he  fliould 
be  admitted  dire£lly ;  and  the  General,  at- 
tended by  feveral  officers,  appeared  at  the 
bar,  amidft  the  applaufe  of  the  Aflembly, 
and  the  acclamations  of  the  galleries. — He 
is  coniiderably  below  the  middle  fize,  of  a 
fharp  and  intelligent  countenance,  and 
feems  rather  above  50  years  of  age.  He  pro- 
nounced the  following  difcourfc,  throwing 
his  eyes  occaflonally  on  a  paper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand. 

*'  Citoyens  Legiflateurs  —  La  libert6 
triomphe  par  tout :  guidee  par  la  philofo- 
phie»  elle  parcourra  Tunivers^  et  s'aileoira 
fur  tous  les  trones,  gpres  avoir  ccrafe  le  deC- 

I  potifme^ 
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potifme,  apres  avoir  eclaire.  Ics  peiiples. 
Les  loix  conftitutionelles  auxquelles  vous 
allez  travailler,  feront  la  bafe  du  bonheur 
et  de    la  fraternite   des    nation^.      Cette 

guerre- ci  fera  la  derniere  j  et  les  tytans  et 
les  privil^gies,  trompes  dans  leura  criminals 
calculs,  feront  leS  fcules  vidimes  de  cettc 
luttc  du  pouvoir  arbitraire  contre  la  raifon. 
*^  L'armee,  dont  la  confiance  de  la  nation 
xa*avoit  donne  la  conduite,  a  bien  merite  de 
la  patrie:  reduitc^  lorfque  je  Tai  jointe  le  28 
Aout,  a  17,000  hommes,  deforganifee  par 
des  traitres  que  le  cbitiment  et  la  honte 
pourfuivent  par  tout,  elle  n'a  ^te  effray^c 
m  du  nombre,  ni  de  la  difcipliney  ni  des 
menaces,  ni  de  la  barbarie,  ni  des  premiers 
fucees  de  80,000  fatellites  du  defpotifme. 
Les  defiles  de  la  for£t  d'Argonne  ont  ete  les 
Thermopyles,  ou  cette  poignee  de  foldats  de 
la  liberty  a  prefent^,  pendant  quinze  jours,  a 
cette  formidable  armee  une  refinance  im- 
pofante.  Plus,  heureux  que  les  Spartiates, 
nous  avons  ete  fecouruai  par  deux  armees 

I  ^  anind^ea 
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ttiimees  du  mime  efprit  que  nous.  Nous 
nous  fomrties  rejoints  dans  le  camp  inex- 
pugnable de  Sainte  Menehould.  Les  en* 
nemis,  au  defcfpoir,  ont  voulu  tenter  une 
attaque,  qui  ajoute  une  vidoire  a  la  carrlere 
militaire  de  mon  collegue^  et  moa  ami^ 
Kellermann. 

^  Dans  le  camp  de  Sainte  Menehould,  Ies~ 
fbldats   de  la  liberte  ont  deploye  d^autres* 
Tcrtus  militaires,  fans  lefquelles  le  courage 
mSme  peut  £tre  nnifible:  la  confiance  ea 
leurs  chefs,  robeiifance,  la  patience  et  lai 
perfevcrance.       Cette   partie    de   Tenipire 
Fran9ais  prefente  un  fol  aride,  fans  eau  et 
fans  bois,  les  Allemanda  s'en  fouviehdront t 
leur  fang  impiir  fecondera^  peut  Stre,  cette 
terre   ingrate   qui    en   eft-  abreuv^e.      La. 
faifon  etoit  tres  pluvieufe  et  tres  froide :  not, 
fidldats  etoient  mal  habill6s,  fans  paiHe  pour 
fe   coucher^   fans  couvertures,  quelquefois 
deux  jours  fans  pain,  parceque  la  pofition^ 
de  TenBemi  obligeoit  les  convois  a  de  longs^ 

detour»^ 
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4e(our8|  par  dea  chemins  de  traverfe  tti% 
mauvah  en  tout  terns,  tt  gath  par  des 
pluie#  cootinxieUcs ;  car  je  dois  rend  re  juf- 
tke  aux  regiflfeurs  des  vivres  ec  des  four* 
ragea^  qui,  malgre  tous  les  obftacles  des 
mauv^is  chemins,  de  la  raifon  pluvieufe, 
de9  mouvemens  imprevus,  ou  que  j'etois 
oblig^  de  cacher,  ont  entretenu  Fabondance 
autant  qu'il  leur  i  €t&  poflible ;  et  je  fuis 
bien  aife  de  publier  que  c'eft  a  leurs  foius 
qu'on  doit  la  bonne  fant^  des  foldats.  Ja-* 
mais  je  ne  les  ai  vus  murmuren  Les  chants 
et  la  joie  auroient  fait  prendre  ce  camp  ter* 
rible  pour  un  de  ces  camps  de  plaifance,  ou 
le  luxe  des  rois  raflembbit  autrefois  des  au« 
tomates  enregiment^s  pour  Tamufement  de 
leurs  maitreiTes  ou  de  leurs  enfans* 

**  L'efpoir  de  vaincre  foutenoit  les  foldats 
de  la  liberte;  leurs  fatigues,  leurs  privations, 
ont  ite  recompenfees :  Tennemi  a  fuccom«- 
\}€  fous  la  faim,  la*  mif<6re  et  les  maladies;, 
cette  armee  formidable  fut  diminule  d« 
moitie ;  les  cadavres  et  les  chevaux  morts  ja- 

I  3  lonneat 
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lonnent  la  route;  Kellermaaa  les  pourfuit 

avcc  plus  de  40,000   hommes,    pendaat 

qu'avec  un  pareil  nombre  je  marche   ia 

fecours  du  depart^meht  du  Nord,  et  dds 

malheureux  et  eftimables  Beiges  et  Liegeois. 

^  Je  ne  fuis  venu  paiTer  quatre  jours  ici 

que  pour  arranger  avec  le  Clonfeil  les  details 
cette  campagne  d'hiver.     J'en  profite  pour 

vous  prefenter  mes  hommages.    Je  ne  vous 

/erai  point  de  nouveaux  fermens ;  je  me 

montrerai  digne  de  commander  aux  enfans 

de  la  liberte,  et  de  foutenir  les  loix  que  le 

peuple  fouverain  va  fe  faire  d  lui  meme  par 

votre  organe  *•** 

The 

*  Citizen  Legiflators — Liberty  is  every  where  tri* 
umphant  \  dire£ted  by  philofophyi  (he  will  pervade  thf 
world,  (he  will  cru(h  defpotifm,  open  the  eyes  of  man* 
kind,  and  feat  herfelf  "on  the  throne  of  the  univerfe. 
Thofe  conilitutional  laws  which  you  are  about  to  frame 
will  ferye  as  a  baGs  for  the  union  and  happinefs  of 
nations.  The  prefent  war  will  be  the  laft  of  wan, 
and  the  tyrants  of  the  world^  deceived  in  their  crimi- 
nal 
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The  ioud  applaufe  of  all  the   deputiel 
and  fpe£i:atbrs  was  renewed  fevefal  times 

after 

nal  calculations,  will  be  the  fole  viflims  of  this  conten« 
tion  between  arbitrary  power  and  reafon* 

The  army  entrufted  to  my  command  by  the  pubKc 
confidence  has  deferred  well  of  their  country :  reduced^ 
when  I  joined  it,  to  i7yOOOj  and  weakened  by  the 
machinations  of  (hamelefs  traitors,  who  I  hope  will 
one  day  meet  the  punifliment  they  deferve,  it  was 
never  intimidated  by  the  numbers,  the  threats,  the  bar- 
barity,  or  even  by  the  firft  fuccefs  of  80,000  flaves  o£ 
defpotifm.  The  (traits  of  the  foreft  of  Argonne  was 
the  Thermopylae  in  which  that  handful  of  the  foldiersof 
liberty,  for  fifteen  fuccefllve  days,  prefented  a  refiftance 
which  kept  that  formidabte  army  in  awe.  More  for- 
tunate  than  the  Spartans,  we  were  fuccoured  by  two  f 
armies  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit  with  ourfelves;  they 
joined  us  at  the  impregnable  camp  olf  Saint  Menehould. 
The  enemy,  prompted  by  defpair,  hazarded  an  attack, 
which  adds  a  viftory  to  the  military  career  of  n^y 
|riend  and  colleague  Kellermann. 

At  St.  Menehould  the  foldiers  of  freedom  difplayed 
other  military  virtues,  without  which  valour  itfelf  may 
become  hurtful,  namely  confidence  in  their  officer$^ 

1 4  obedicncei 


)^er  Dumourier  had  concluded,  before  the 

Prefident  could  pnake  a  reply,  vfhxc\i  he  did 

at 

« 

pbedience,  patience  and  perfeverance.  That  p^rt  of 
France  is  barren,  atid  dcftitutc  of  wood  and  water. 
^e  Germans  will  remember  it.  Their  flavifli  blood 
iptdth  which  it  is  drenched,  may  perhaps  render  it  more 
fertile.  The  weather  was  uncommonly  wet  and  cold, 
put  foldiers  were  ill  clothed,  they  had  neither  draw  f 
Ke  upon,  nor  blankets  to  cover  them,  and  fometimef 
lliey  were  for  two  entire  days  without  bread  |  for  fucK 
firas  the  polition  of  the  enemy  that  our  convoys  were 
pUige4  to  make  a  circuit,  by  crofs  roads,  at  all  times 
fcad,  but  then  rendered  worfe  by  the  late  exceffive 
tajns.  Here  I  rnqft  do  JKflice  to  the  commiflarics  o^ 
ftores  and  forage :  aotwithftanding  all  the  obftacles  of 
|>ad  roads,  bad  weaifaer,  and  of  fudden  movements,  which 
J  could  not  always  forefee,  and^  when  I  did,  was  often 
^liged  tQ  conpealj  the^y  fupplied  us  as  well  a$  ppflibly 
^0^14  have  been  expelled*  And  it  is  lyith  pleafure  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  tjhz%  the  health  of 
ydur  army  is  o^ing  (o  their  extraordinary  care  and  di« 
Ggenpe.  Amidft  all  the  difficulties  I  have  ftated,  the 
ibldiers  were  never  l]C;;ird  to  murmur:  on  Rearing  th^ 
fongs  of  joy  v^hich  refounded  from  livery  cornet  of  our. 
rarlike  camp,  it  o^ght  have  b^n  miftaken  for  one  of 


(...) 

fK  leyig^h  in  the  following  terms-— *<  Gttye^ 
Cj«Qeral-r-L'accueil  que  yous  veoez  de  rM> 
cevoir  4c  }^  Conyention  Nadonale^  exprimt 

^ofe  camps  of  pleafiire  in  whicjb  1uxiit>ou8  moAarcfat 
formerly  afiembled  regimented  automatons  to  man- 
^uyre  for  xhi^  amttfement  of  their  children  and  mi& 

jbreiles. 

The  hope  pf  viApfy  fuppprted  Afi  foldierB  of  liberty. 
Their  &tigues  and  hardfhips  have  been  fully  (pompen« 
^ted.  Th^  enemy  funk  under  fatigue,  famine  and 
difeafe.  That  formidable  army  was  dimiAiihed  one 
half ;  dtreQ^d  by  the  dead  bodies  of  men  and  hojrfe«y 
}£ellermann  purfues  them  at  the  head  pf  forty  thoufapd 
|nen« 

I  purpofe  to  march  immediately  with  the  fame  nunv 
})er  to  fuccour  the  department  of  the  North,  and  to  ihe 
relief  of  our  efteemed  and  unfortunate  friends,  the  in* 
habitants  of  Brabant  and  Liege. 

I  am  come  hith^eri  for  four  days,  to  fettle  with  the 
council  the  plan  of  our  winter  campaign— I  avail  myfelf 
of  the  opportunity  to  pay  my  duty  to  you.  I  bix|d  my* 
felf  by  no  new  oaths  ;  but  I  will  (liew  myfelf  worthy  of 
commanding  the  fons  of  liberty,  and  faithful  in  fuppoPC 
pf  thofc  laws  which  the  foveroign  people  are  now  abouf 
Ipfnune  through  you. 

mieus 


mieux  que  je  ne  le  pourrois  faire  fa  fatiCt 
&L€don  de  vos  ferviceSi  ct  la  haute  opinion 
qu'elie  a  con9ue  de  vos  talens  ^t  de  votre 
patriotifaie.  Continuez,  Citoyen  General^ 
coQtinuez  a  dinger  les  foldats  de  la  libert^ 
dans  le  chemin  de  la  vidpire;  continuez  a 
vous  couvrir  de  lauriers ;  continuez  a  bien 
fervir  la  patrie,  et  vous  acquirerez  de  nou* 
veaux  droits  a  la  reconnoiOfance  de  la  re« 
publique. 

***La  Convention  Nationalc  vous  invite, 
ainfi  que  vos  freres  d*armes  a  la  feance  *." 

One  of  the  deputies  then  moved,  that  the 

•  Citizen  General — ^The  rccption  you  have  met 
with  from  the  National  Convention  is  a  ftronger  tefti- 
mony  than  any  expreffion  o(  mine  could  be,  of  their 
approbation  of  your  condu£l,  and  of  their  high  opinion 
of  your  talents  and  patriotlfm.  Citizen  General,  con- 
tinue to  lead  the  foldiers  of  liberty  in  the  road  of  vic- 
tory—continue to  gather  laurels — ^perfift  in  ferving  your 
country,  and  you  will  acquire  new  claims  to  the  grati- 
tude of  tlie  republic* 

Con-i 
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Cobvendon  fhould  authorize  the  Prelident 
to  demand  of  General  Dumourierovhat  he 
thought  refpeding  the  affair  of  Dillon, 

This  was  done  accordingly,  and  Du- 
mourier  readily  anfwered,  that  he  had  read 
a  copy  of  the  letter  in  queftion ;  that  he 
confidered  it  merely  as  a  bravado  on  the 
part  of  Dillon,  and  of  little  importance, 
efpecially  as  General  Dillon  had  foon  after 
purfucd  the  Heffians  with  the  utmoft  vigour* 

Having  faid  this,  Dumourier,  with  the 
officers  who  accompanied  him,  entered  the 
hall — Many  of  the  deputies  rofe  and  fa* 
luted  him,  after  which  he  feated  himfelf 
among  them. 

Two  officers  then  appeared  at  the  bar, 

one  of  whom  addreffing  the  Affembly  faid, 

•*  Legiflators,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 

army  of  the  North  prcfcnts  you  with  a 

ftandard  taken   in   the   midft    cf  fireand 

flaughter  from  the  French  emigrants;   as 

foon  as  it  was  feen  by  the  foldiers  of  liberty, 

they 
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l!hef  brdke  through  the  fquadrons  of  diolc 
traitoi8<  aod  tore  k  from  them/' 

The  Prefident  having  made  a  fuitable 
anfwer^  Vergniaud  obfervcd,  that  feveral 
ftandards  which  had  beea  won  from  def- 
potifm  were  ahready  hanging  in  the  hall ; 
that  as  thofe  were  honourable  trophies  of 
che  viftories  of  the  republic,  they  were 
worthy  of  being  expofed  to  the  view  of  the 
idtizens : — ^but  as  for  this^  he  added^  aroundl 
which  the  enemies  of  their  native  country, 
a  fet  of  aflaflins  whom  you  have  deflined 
to  the  feaffold  fought  ;-»-this  odious  flag 
ought  not  to  ihocl^  your  fight;  I  move, 
therefore,  that  it  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  executioner,  and  publicly  9pm* 
mitted  to  the  flames. 

This  propofal  was  applauded  and  adopts 
ed.  Dumourier  remained  in  the  Afl'embly 
till  it  broke  up.  He  was  drefled  in  the 
uniform  of  a  General  Ofiicer,  blue  and 
gold  lace ;  he  is  faid  to  be  a  great  deal  lefs 

5  stteativg 
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attentive  to  drefs  than  is  ufual  in  France  i 

but  in  any  drefs  I  fhould  know  lum  to  be  H 

Frenchman.     He  poflefles  the  pecuHar  vi^ 

▼acity  of  air  and  manner  that  diftinguifhet 

the  natives  of  this  country.     I  underftand 

that   he   is    remarkably    entertaining  and- 

agreeable  in  converfation ;  that  though  he 

has  indulged  in  pleafure^  and  yielded  to 

diflipation,  yet  he  is  capable  of  the  moft 

indefatigable  exertion^  both  of  body  and 

mtnd,  when  the  importance  of  the  objeft 

requires  it;  that  he  has  always  been  fondej;: 

of  pleafure  than  of  money^  and  ever  ready 

to  facrifice  both' for  renown.     His  enemies, 

who  allow  that  he  poffefTes  great  acutenefg 

of  mind,  and  the  mofl  unfhaken  courage, 

throw  doubts  upon  his  fteadinefs  in  othex* 

refpefb.     His  nylitary  talents  have  beeft 

fufficiently  evinced  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 

memorable  campaign :  without  the  fingular 

circumftances  which   raifed  him  to  cOm^ 

mand,  and  drew  them  into  adion,  the 

ma» 


tian  who  widi .  inferior  force  baffled  tJid 
attempts  of  the  moft  renowned  Generals  of 
the  age,  would  have  remained  undiitin-. 
guiflied  and  fubordinate  to  thofe  oh  whom 
birth  without  .talents,  or  age  which  has 
]^ot  profited  by  experiencci  fo  often  devolves 
&e  command  of  armies. 

Paris,  0£lober  13. 

The  minds  of  the  Parifians  are  greatly 

elevated  by  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of  the 

French  arms.   The'repulfe  of  the  Auftrians 

at  Lille,  the  fortunate  expedition  of  General 

Anfelme  into  the  county  of  Nice,  the  re- 

dudion  of  Savoy,  the  rapid  progrefs   of 

Cuftine  on  the  Rhine,  and  above  all,  the 

retreat  of  the  Pruflians,  are  events  of  a  na- 

ture  to  have  raifed  the  national  vanity  of  a 

people  lefs  fufceptible  of  its  influence  than 
the  French. 

They  feem  convinced  that  their  arms  arc 

irrefiftible,.  and  they  begin  to  indulge  the 

moft 
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tooft  romsbldc  ideas.  Of  all  failings '  td 
which  mankind  are  liable^  vanity  is  the 
moil  comfortable;  and  perhaps  it  may  be 
fortunate  for  a  people  entangled  in  circum^ 
fiances  rather  vexatious,  to  have  this  for  a 
con^enfation.  But  fhould  the  Convention 
be  aflfeded  in  the  fame  way,  it  may  be  at-^ 
tended  with  afBi£ting  confequences  to  the 
country.  I  heard  fome  things  this  day  in 
the  AlTembly,  and  alfo  from  one  of  the  de- 
pmies^  with  whom  I  had  fome  converfatioa 
fince,  that  give  reafon  to  fufpedl  that  the 
romantic  notions  above  alluded  to  are  not 
confined  to  the  people  without  doors. 

w 

The  late  fucccfles  are  imputed,  bcfide  the 
valour  of  the  troops,  to  the  fuperiour  dex- 
terity, fagacity,  and  natural  quicknefs  of  the 
French  cannonif  rs  over  thofe  of  all  other 
nations. 

It  has  been  propofed  to  ere£t  a  monument 
in  the  town  of  Varcnnes  in  commemora- 
tion^ 


6f  (he  flight  of  tw6  Idfigt*  miimh§ 
titwii  XVI.  who  fled  to  {hat  town,  aodl 
the  Kifig  of  Priiflia,  #ho  lately  retired 
through  it;  thofe  who  make  the  propofal 
i;ive  thb  infcrlpeiocL  for  the  qaoimmenty 
tUgibusfugatssi  atid  add  this  refle^kioti^  Dmi 
peu^  chaque  etat  aUrafa  Fartfmesi 

Ertrj  flroke  of  fatire  ditedted  itgainft 
kings  is  fure  of  being  well  received  by  thei 
Convention. 

The  War  -  ^liiiiiicr  fecm«  fcnfiWfe  of 
this-^He  traiifmitted  to  it  lately  ail  in-' 
tercftpted  letter^  \vhich  he  pretends  is  from 
fome  perfoii  kt  Berlih^  addrefTed  to  the 
Pruffian  Miniftef » Bifchcjfswel'der^  in  which 
the  writer  aflertSj  that  the  people  are  highly 
difpleafed  at  the  part  their  fovereign  hat 
taken  againfl  the  French  nation,  and  that 
the  following  epigram  on  that  fubjeft  isf 
read  with  delight — ^^  Un  jour  Di6u  voulut 
cpargner  une  ville  a  caufe  d'un  juftc  qui 

.      yetoitj 


y  etoit;  aujourd'hid  un  prince  Allemand 
veut  faire  perir  toutc  k  France  pour  un 
imb^cille  couronne  qui  8*y  trouve." 

But  in  the  midll  of  this  exaltation  on  ac« 
count  of  their  fuccefs  againfl  external  ene- 
mies, and  df  all  this  feverity  againil  kings, 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  feem  not  to 
ha^e  it  in  their  power  to  punifH  the  in- 
folence  of  certain  perfons  within  the.  city  of 
Paris. 

The  Convention  decreed,  that  the  elcc- 
ti^on  of  the  municipal  officers  of  Paris  fhoiild 
be  by  ballot*  Certain  turbulent  people^  who 
wifh  the  eledlors  to  be  overawed  by  the 
mob,  difapproved  of  this,  and  prevailed  on 

the  fedion  of  the  Theatre  Frangois  to  pro- 

■ 

ceed  according  to  the  old  method  of  voting 
aloud. — Fot  this.adl  of  difoliedience  and 
contempt  the  Prefident  and  Secretary  of  the 
fedlion  were  ordered  to  appear  at  the  bar  of 
the  Affembly. — Being  queftioned  by  the 
Prefidenti  they  anfwered  in  a  ftyle  that  l?y 
tOL,  jj.  K  no 
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no  means  indicated  repentance  j  yet  as  ^ey 
(fid  not  avow  an  intention  of  perfifling  in 
their  dirobedience,  a  very  flight  apolo^ 
was  accepted,  and  the  two  culprits  were 
admitted  to  the  honours  of  the  fitting — of 
courfe  this  feeble  attempt  to  maintain  au- 
thority will  encourage  difobedience,    Bu- 

ft 

zot  took  this  occafion  to  urge  the  neceility 
of  adopting  the  meafure  of  having  a  body 
of  troops  at  the  command  of  the  Conven- 
tion, to  enfure  obedience  to  its  decrees,  and 
proted  the  perfons  of  the  deputies* 

There  are  certain  members  of  the  Affem- 

•    ■ 

bly>  who,  deriving  their  importance  en- 
tirely from  the  favour  of  the  rabble,  arc 
prepared  to  oppofe  this  meafure;  but  as 
the  majority  approve  of  it,  their  oppofuion, 
it  is  thought,  willbe.foon  overcome. 

Oflober  14. 

1  was  fitting  this  morning  in  the  Con- 
ventional Aflembly,    when  fuddenly   the 
8.  firing 
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« 

^ring  of  cannon  was  heard— This  produced 
fome  figns  of  emotion  among  the  deputies, 
vrho,  like  me,  were  ignorant  of  the  caufe. 
Having  been  accufloined  to  fuch  founds 
on  account  of  viftories,*  or  fome  other  oc- 
cafton  of  public  rejoicing,  a  noife  of  this 
iiature  was  formerly  apt  to  excite  chearful 
^nd  agreeable  ideas  only.     The  impreflion 

1  had  in  the  prefent  inftance  was  of  a  very 

different  nature.     The  firing  which  took 

place  when  the  Royal  Family  were  fitting 

in  the  fame  box  on  the  loth  of  Auguft, 

inftantly  fprang  up  in  my  mind ;  an  idea 

dofely  linked  with  that  of  the  execrable  fe- 

cond  of  September,  and  the  dreadful  peal 

which  was  the  harbinger  of  three  continued 

*  • 

days  and  nights  of  blood  and  flaughter. 

Thbfe  unplcafant  reflcdions  were  re^ 
moved  when  I  was  informed  that  the  firing 
in  the  prefent  cafe'  was  on  account  of  the 
feftival  which  had  been  decreed  for  the 

^K  2  fucceft 
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fuccefs  of    tbe  arms  of  the  Republic  la 

Savoy. 

I  iminediateljr  left  the  Aflcmbly,  and  went 
through  the  gardens  of  the  Tuilerics  to  the 
Place  de  Louis  XV.  now  called  the  Place  de 
la  Revolution* 

A  ftatue,  livith  thecmblemd  of.Iiberty, 
was  placed  on  the  pedeftal  on  which  the 
cqueftrian  (latue  of  Lewh  XV,  formerly 
ftood.  On  the  eaft  and  weft  fide  of'the 
|)edeftal  was  infcribed,  Republique  Fraib- 
^oifc,  179a:  on  the  fouth  fide.  Entree 
de  Monte£[}mou  a  Chambery^  Capitale  du 
Puche  de  Savoye;  on  the  norths  Entree 
d'AnfeIme,dans  le  ConUe  de  Niceet  Mont- 
Alban. 

A  large  body  of  the  national  guards, 

with  a  number  of  armed  citizens  from  all 

the  different  fedtions  of  Pwis^  with  difplayed 

kinners,  marched  in  proceffion  to  the  place; 

A  deputation  from  the  National  Cbnvirn'- 

.1  tion> 
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Sion^  and  another  £:om  the  Municipality  of 
Paris,  attended  at  an  amphitheatre  ereded 

#  ■ 

for.  the  purpofe,  near  the  ftatuc  of  Liberty. 
A  great  number  of  Savoyards  of  both  fexcs 
and  all  conditions,  holding  each  other  hj 
the  hand,  and  with  every  appearance  of  joy, 
preceded  by  a  band  of  mufic,  marched 
between  two  long  ranks  of  men  armed 
with  pikes,  to  the  fquare,  and  were  re- 
ceived  by  the  acclamations  of  an  immenfe 
number  of  fpedlators.  Alt  the  colours  and 
banners  of  the  difierent  regiments  affembled 
in  the  fquare  were  arranged  around  the 
ftatue  of  Liberty.  A  numerous  band  of 
muiic  then  performed  the  hymn  of  the 
Marfeitlois,  and  that  favourite  fong  was 
fung  by  fome  chofen  fingers  of  the  band; 
and  moft  of  the  people  with  whom  this  vaft 
and  magniBcent  fquare  was  crowded  joined 
in  the  chorus^  After  which  the  cannon 
were  repeatedly  fired,  and  in  the  intt^'als 

K  3  the 
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Ac  (ky  rcfounded  ^vith- iinivcrfal  fhouta  dT 
Vive  la  R6publiquc! 

The  hymn  of  the  Marfeillois  is  called  for 
every  evening  at  every  theatre  in  Paris,  and 
nothing  can  exceed  the  cnthufufm  with 
which  it  is  heard. 

I  went  laft  night  to  a  new  mufical  piece; 
called  the  Ephefian  Matron.  The  houfe 
was  pretty  full,  but  the  appearance  of  the 
audience  was  very  different  from  what  I  re- 
collect to  have  been  ufual  on  fuch  occafiona 
before  the  Revolution* 

The  women  ftill  difplay  fancy  and  fome 
degree  of  elegance  in  their  drefs,  but  the 
men  are  univerfally  drefTed  with  the  utmoft 
fimplicity,  I  fat  in  the  parquet  next  to  % 
remarkably  tall  man  wtapt  in  a  drab  co^ 

loured  great  eoat,  who  feemed  between 
fixty  and  feventy  years  of  age,  On 
his  withdrawing,  I  was  told  that  this  was 
Admiral  d'£(taign^  who  commanded  the 

French 
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Freneh  fleet  and  army  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies  in  the  la/l  war. 

The  condud  of  the  Count  d'Eftaign  was 
more  univcrfally  approved  of  during  the  late 
war,  than  fince  the  Revolution, 

He  was  Commander  of  the  national 
guards  of  VerfaiHes  in  Odlober  1789,  when 
a  mob  from  Paris  broke  into  the  palace, 
murdered  fome  of  the  guards,  and  committed* 
many  ihameful  excefles, 

M.  d*£ftaign  appeared  to  be  at  once  a 
friend  to  the  principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  an  afliduous  courtier. 

In  a  nation  whofe  conftitution  is  mel« 
lowed  by  time,  and  where  the  fubjeds 
have  experienced  the  blefling  of  that  li- 
berty which  the  fpirit  of  their  anceftors 
obtained,  united  to  the  tranquillity  arifing 
from  the  monarchical  form  of  their  govern* 
ment ;  a  love  of  freedom  not  only_  is  com- 
patible with  attachment  to  the  monarch, 

K  4  butf 
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but,  as  long  as  he  governs  according  to  th(^ 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  thofe  fen4*« 
ments  mutually  ftrengthen  each  other. 

But,  ii>  a  nation  on  whofe  government  the 
fcions  of  freedom  are  but  newly  engrafted, 

•  fc  -  *       .  . 

at  the  expence  of  the  monarch,  and  without 
having  hitherto  produced  any  palatably 
fruit,  the  cafe  is  different.  The  ^niggles 
and  animofities  between  thofe  whp  produ- 
ced the  alteration,  and  thofe  who  oppofed 
it,  are  top  recent ;  mutual  fufpicion  and  a 
fenfe  of  mutual  accufations  are  ilill  exifiing  ; 
and  he  who  attempts  to  be  the  friend  of 
both  parties,  is  trufted  by  neither. 

M.  d'Eftaign  has  taken  no  part  in  tli€t 

lateft  tranfadions ;  he  feems  to  defire  to  live 

.  •     f  ... 

unnoticed,  and  hitherto  he  has  been  undif* 
turbed. 

OftoheriJ. 

The  emigration  of  the  noblcfic  has  been 
fp  ycry^  extenfive,  that  it  is  rare  to '  meet 

*  •      I  i 

I 

xvith  any  perfon  of  name  within  the  walla 

of  Paris,  particularly  any  who  have  ever 

•      '    '  '  "      ••       ,      ' 

been 
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tteen  employed  or  entrufted  with  the  ancleitt 
government*  Yet  thofe  of  this  defcription^ 
:i^ho  venture  to  remain  in  France»  are  per-^ 
haps  in  lefs  danger  in  Paris  than  in  a  pro^ 
vincial  town ;  hecaufe  in  the  capital  there  i^ 
always  a.  fufiicient  force  to  fupprefs  partial 
and  incidental  tumultSt  provided  the  xna^ 
giftrates  are  difpofed  tq  call  i^  forth,  and 
Uaake  ufe  of  it  i  whereap  in  the  villages  an4 

provincial  towns  a  tuo^ult  may  he  excited^ 

•  *  « 

which  the  magiflrates,  were  they  ever  io 
much  inclined,  are  unable  to  quelL 

A  groundlefs  fufpicion,  or  a  calumny 
invented^ and  propagated  by  an  enemy, 
may  kindle  the  fury  of  a  few  fanatics,  and 
^e  head  of  the  perfon  who  is  the  obje^S^  of 
it,  may  be  fixed  on  a  pike  before  the  ma« 
giftrate  can  aflemble  force  to  prote£l  him. 

His  innocence  is  made  apparent  when 
it  is  too  late;  every  body  laments  his  fate: 
the  murderers  however  are  excufed,  becaufc 
they  were  mifled  {egari  .is  the  paUiativq 

word 
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word  ufed  on  fuch  occafions)  by  the  no- 
Weft  of  all  errors,  too  much  zeal  for  their, 
country's  good ;  and  tranquillity  is  rcftorcd 
only  till  frefli  fufpicions  and  calumnies  ex* 
cite  new  murders. 

I  heard  a  petition  read  in  the  Conven- 
tion from  the  widow  of  a  fword-cutler  of 
Charleville.  A  report  had  been  fpread. 
that  he  furniflied  arms  to  the  enemy :  this 
immediately  roufed  the  people,  and  in  the 
£rft  fury  of  their  civifme,  as  it  is  called, 
they  cut  oflf  his  head.  Very  foon  after  it 
appeared  that  the  report  was  falfe,  and  that 
the  'unfortunate  fword-cutler  had  always. 
been  a  zealous  patriot.  Some  of  the  depu- 
ties feemed  very  much  fliocked  at  this;  but 
I  heard  one  obferve,  with  great  coolneTs, 
that  he  was  forry  for  what  the  people  of 
Charleville  had  done ;  and  then  added,  with 
an  air  of  fagacity,  **  but  the  beft  people  ia 
die  world  are  liable  to  be  miftaken/' 

However  xcsi^j  the  French  are  to  accufe 

individuals. 
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individuals,  the  inhabitants  of  the  moft  de« 
fpotic  country  are  not  more  afraid  of  fpeat* 
ing  treafon,  than  the  French  are  of  faying 
any  thing  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  ^ople  t 
no  nation  was  ever  more  indulgent  to  the 
caprices  of  its  tyrant,  than  France  is  at  pre« 
fent,  to  that  mod  capricious  and  Uoody  of 
all  tyrants,  Le  Peuple  Souverain* 

Some  of  the  battations  which  have  beea 
lately  raifed  at  Paris,  though  retained  ia 
tolerable  fubordination  while  they  conti«- 
fiued  within  the  capital  and  furrounded 
widi  the  national  guards  of  all  the  feQionSt 
have  been  guilty  of  great  excefles  fmce  they 
left  itr--The  firft  diviflon  of  the  gendarmes 
a  pied  de  Paris,  on  entering  lately  into  the 
town  of  Cambray^  broke  open  the  prifon, 
and  fet  all  the  prifoners  at  liberty  except 
one  inan,  whom  they,  in  their  wifdom, 
diought  juftly  confined.— On  thefe  troops 
leaving  the  town,  all  the  prifoners  whom 
^ey  ]}ad  fet  fire^  were  again  confined. by 

order 
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order  of  the  magjiftrates ;  but  the  fecond  dW 
vifion  paflmg  through  the  iame  town  the 
day  followiog^  ehrew  open  the  priToQs  once 
inore,  and  beheaded  the  upfortvinate  perfoa 
whoQi  their  companions  had  k^pt  in  con-r 
^pement  when  they  gave  freedom  to  all  the 
(tther  prifooer^.  They  murdered,  in  the  fame 
manner,  feveral  of  their  officers,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  prevent  their  exceflfes^  and 
bnng  them:  to  order.  An  official  account  off 
thofe  alarming  tranfa&ions  baa  been  read  to 
the  Convention,  and  was  immediately  re-i^' 
ij^rred  to  the  wsyr  committee;  but  what 
makes  it  doubtful  whether  any  effedual 
neafures  will  be  taken  to  puoifli  thofe  af? 
jQdlina,  is,  that  Marat  continues  to  palliatCi^ 
and  almoft  to  juftify  every  crime  of  this  nai» 
tiire  that  is  committed,  whether  by  the  pto*- 
pulace  or  foldiers :  until  the  AflTembly  are 
2ib)6  and  willing  to  fupprefs  hb  Journal,  and' 
puniffi  the  Author,  what  hope  is  there  that 
^ey  will  l»v£  it  in  their  power  to  remed7 

or 
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lOr  pteveEit  tlut  blood-Ihed  and  anarchy  M 
which  the  l|>eeche8  atid  writings  t)f  this 
man  fo  gicatl/  cootobute  i 

The  roimiilttee  appcdxiited  to  fuperiatettd 
the  camp  and  entrenchmealB  Tormuig  neat: 

Fari«,*  made  feme  propofitlons  yeftenlay  M 

.• 

Ibe  Convention.  They  were  not  agreed  toi 
tme  member  faid^  that  the  pitiful  farce  d  U 
frecautioffe  inutile  had  been  aded  too  loag^ 
and  propof^d  that  an  immediate  ftop  ihould 
be  put  to  that  work,  which,  after  £bme  de- 
bate, was  decreed. 

All  ideas  of  defence  are  now  thought  iife«- 
lefs. — ^Nothing  but  attack,  and  taking  ven- 
geance on  the  enemies,  and  maintaining  the 
digmty  of  the  l^^ubUc,  is  now  fpoken  of^ 

If,  however,  there  be  dignity  in  aiTuming 
fome  degree  of  loftinefs  in  tranfading  with 
the  powerful  Potentates  who  invaded  the 
country,  there  furely  is  none  in  a&Aing  k 
MsXf>iiaX  tone,  with  the  vraakeft  of  tfheir 

neighbours* 
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neighbottts/  '  TEis  domineering  ffnrk  lioW» 
ever  appears  too  much  in  the  condu£l:  of  the 
Convention  towards  Geneva,  the  comfort^ 
able  condition  of  virhofe  citizens  for  a  feries 
bf.  years  has  Tufficiently  proved  that  Ihe 
h^ppinefs  of  the  fubjed:  does  not  dep^d 
<on  the  extent  of  the  Staters  territories.  Ge<* 
neva  has  been  confidered  as  th^  nurfcry  of 
fir^dom,  and  has.  long;  maintained,  by  tht 
prudence  of  her  coufacils,  that  independency 
wluch  was  obtained  by  the  valour  of  het 
citizens,  whofe  prudent  condu^  the  French 
would  do  well  to  imitate,  if  they  wifh  the 
-Republic  of  France  to  be  as  durable  as  that 
"of  Geneva, 

Some  members  of  the  CoAvention  have 
taken  offence,  becaufe  Geneva4ately  thought 
proper  to  demand  thofe  fuccours  from  the 
cantons  of  Berne  and  Zurick,  to  which' they 
are  intitled  on  emergencies  like  the  prefent 
by  exifting  treaties. 

^    Although  France  had  not  in^ed  Savoy^ 

the 
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the  ftate  of  ^i^order  in  which  the  former  has 
been,  the  excefles  which  have  been  com- 
mitted by  the  French  army  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  in  fpite  of  the  decrees  of 
the  Convention  at  Paris,  rendered  it  highly 
expedient  for  the  Republic  of  Geneva  to 
take  every  meafure  in  her  power  to  fecure 
the  town  from  a  fudden  attack.  For,  how- 
ever well  difpofed  the  Convention  might 
be,  who  could  fay  that  a  band  of  patriots, 
fome  independent  portion  of  the  peuplc 
fouverain,  would  not^  without  confulting 
the  Convention,  feize  on  Geneva  ?  But  mea- 
fures  of  precaution  became  ftill  more  neceC- 
fary  when  France  declared  war  agaiaft  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  and  when  a  French  army 
was  ready  to  invade  Savoy;  for,  as  the  poffet 
iion  of  the  city  of  Geneva  might  be  advan- 
tageous to  either  of  the  armies,  in  order  to 
preferve  a  ftridt  neutrality,  it  was  neceflary 
to  guard  it  fr6m  both.  The  Republic  there- 
fore received  within  the  walls  of  Geneva 

1600 
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y6oo  men  of  the  militia  of  Zurick  itid 
Serm  ;  a  force  which,  joined  to  that  of  the 
tltizens,  might  fccure  the  town  from  being 
feized  by  a  fuddin  aflault,  but  could  not  be 
confidered  as  an  ad  of  hoftility  agaitift 
France,  even  although  there  had  been  ne> 
|»revious  treaty  between  Geneva  and  the 
Swifs  cantons  by  which  fhe  was  entitled  to 
claim  this  fuccour. 

Geneva  is  acknowkdged  by  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  as  an  independent  ftate  2 
St  feems  contradidory  to  acknowledge  fove- 
Teignty  and  independency  in  a  ftate»  and 
.  then  complain  of  fo  natural  an  exercife  of 
it  as  the  calling  in  the  aid  of  neutral  pow- 
ers to  enable  it  to  maintain  ftri£l  neutrality. 
The  Convention  feems,  however,  to 
liave  been  guilty  of  this  contradidion,  and 
at  the  fame  time  difplayed  unbecoming  pride 
in  fuperpilioufly  pafling  to  the  order  of  the 
day  at  the  meeting  of  yefterday,  after  hear-» 
|ng  the  explanations  from  the  council  of 
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neva  readr  and  iii  approvihg  of  the  haughty 
eondud:  of  their  commiflxoners  towards  that 
ftace.  This*  ill  accords  with  the  prudent  and 
pacific  tenor  of  the  declarations  which 
the  National  Afiembly  formerly  made,  and 
fiamps  credit  on  the  affertions  of  the  ene^^ 
mies  of  the  Revolution,  that  the  treatment 
which  Geneva  now  receives  from  the  new 
HepubUc  is  a  fpecimen  of  what  all  th£ 
neighbouring  States  may  expe£b. 

Although  it  may -be  thought  natural  that 
a  mo;)arch,  particularly  an  ai^bitrary  one; 
fhould,  from  motives  of  vanity,  avarice,  or 
ambition,  endeavour  to  extend  his  domi« 
tiions  by  war  and  conqueft  ;  yet  the  vanity 
or  avarice  of  a  private  citizen  of  Paris, 
Lyons,  Marfeilles,  or  any  other  part  of 
France^  can  be  little  gratified  by  the  ac- 
eelBon  of  new  provinces.  France,  therefore, 
being  now  a  Republic,  the  ambitious  and 
reftlcfs  fpirit  of  her  kings,  that  fatal  foutce 
to  whieh  the  other  States  of  Europe  have 
VOL,  iu  L  imputed 
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imputed  almofi:  all  the  wars  of  the  two  kft 
centuries^  being  now  dried  up,  long  peace 
and  tranquillity  is  to  be  expedited  when  this 
new  form  is  acknowledged  and  eftablifhed. 

This  reafoning  feems  phLudhle  a  priori : — 
it  is  unfort^jnate,  however,  that  the  hiftory 
of  the  world  fhews  that  Republican  States 
have  been  infpired  with  as  violent  a  defire 
of  conqueft,  and  as  reilleis  an  ambition,  as 
any  monarch  from  the  age  of  Alexander 
to  that  of  Lewis  XIV.  And  the  fpirit 
which  the  new  Republic  of  France  begins 
already  to  manifeft,  gives  no  reafon  to  expedt 
that  the  philofophy  from  which  fhe  boafts 
her  origin,  has  taught  fier  more  nioderatioa 
than  her  predeceflbr?. 

Independent  of  the  diflike  one  naturalljr 
feels  of  an  aft  of  power  unfupported  by 
juftice^  I  confefs  I  could  not  fee  my  old 
friends,  the  citizens  of  Geneva,  treated  in 
this  manner  v^ithout  indignation. 

When  the  Convention  is  confidered  a& 
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liiaintaining  the  independency  bf .  ttirif 
country  againft  a  powerful  league;  and  uri- 
difmayed  by  the  idea  that  all  the  powers  of. 
Europe  may  join  in  th€  combifiation,  it  i$ 
impofllble  not  to  refpeft  their  firtnnefs.  But 
when  they  are  fecn  behaving  with  haughty 

« 

injiiftice  to  a  nelghbburihg. people  defdid  of 
the  power  of  rcfiftance  or  retaliation,  and 

icfpedable  from  their  talents  and  virtues 

« 

only,  the  condu£i:  of  the  Coaventioa  ex- 
cites a  very  different  fentiment. 

Oftober  i6. 

The  Convention  (hewed  more  modera- 
tibn  this  day  in  thair  condudt  towards  the 
Republic  of  Genoa,  than  they  had  mani^ 
fefted  towards  Geneva  j  although  for  many 
obvious  reafons  it  might  have  been  expedied 
they  would  have  been  partial  rather  to  the 
latter. 

The  ihinifter  for  fofeign  afFiirs  informed 
them,  that  in  a  quarrel  which  had  happened 

La  ia 
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in  the  port  of  Ginoa,  between  feme  Vene« 
tiaa  fcddlftn  and  the  crew  of  the  Frendi 
frigate  JuQOt  the  Ba^g  of  the  frigate  had  been 
pulled  down  and  torn  in  pieces ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Venetians  had  beea 
imprironed,  and  condemned;  by  a  decree  of 
the  Senate  of  Genoa,  to  provide  the  frigate 
in  a:  new  flag  before  they  fhould  be  fet  at 
liberty.  The  minifter  gave  it  as  his  opinion^ 
that  as  he  underftood  the  French  (ailors 
were  the  aggreflbrs,  no  farther  notice  fhould 
be  taken  of  this  afiair,  but  that  the  Con- 
vention fhould  remain  fatisfied  with  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  Senate  of  Genoa. 

Several  of  the  members  differed  in  opi- 
nion from  the  minifler.  One  deputy  faid, 
that  the  decifion  of  the  Senate  of  Genoa 
would  have  been  confidered  as  fufficiently 
fatisfadtory  under  the  ancient  government, 
-  becaufe  then  fhips  of  war  were  given  by  thc» 
favour  of  princes,  of  their  miftrefTes,  and 
of  their  valets ;  and  thofe  appointed  to  com- 
mand 
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mand  tbem  were  of  as  frivolous  charaders 
as  thofe  by  whofe  influence  the  appointments 
were  obtained.  But  France  being,  now  forna« 
ed  into  a  Republic,  where  talents,  ex^rtion^ 
and  the  manly  virtues  alone  can  lead  to  pro^ 
motion,  or  Atuations  of  confidence,  and 
above  all,  at  this  time,  when  the  caufe  of 
6eedom  is  triumphant,  more  ample  redrei^ 
ihould  be  infifted  on. 

I  perceive  that  many  people  expe^  a 
great  improvement,  both  in  the  army  and 
navy,  in  all  eflential  points,  from  the  new 
order  of  things  which  b<egan  in  France  on 
the  2oth  of  lad  September. 

It  will  foon  be  put  to  trial  whether  the 
rough  Republican  qualities  will  render  men 
better ,  officers  than  that  gallant  fpiiit  and 
delicate  fenfe  of  honour,  which,  in  fpite  of 
e^minacy  and  corruption,  always  formed 
part  of  the  character  of  the  French  noblefle. 

I  have  had  frequent  converfations  with 
deputies  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  coii* 

L  3  fiderabjc 


(     150    ) 

t 

fiderablc  weight  in  the  Convention,  concern^ 
ing  the  probable  fate  of  the  King:  they  feem 
to  be  perfuaded  that  the  majority  of  the  Af- 
fembl'y,  including  the  moft  refpedable  mem« 
hers,  are  inclined  to  banifhment,  and  are  cn-r 
deavouring  to  poftpone  every  motion  tend- 
ing to  bring  on  the  trial  till  the  people  have 
cooled  fp  fa;-  as  to  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a 
fentence,  which  they  fpar  is  not  the  cafe  at 
prefent.  A  remark  made  by  one  of  the  de- 
puties, it  is  thought,  had  great  efiedt  on  the 
•Convention ;  the  remark  was,  "  Charley  L 
QUt  des  fucqeffeurs,  les  Tarquins  n'ea  eu- 
rent  point  *." 

It  is  a  dreadful  thing  td  think  that  a  judi- 

ci^l  or  Ipg  flative  aflembly,  fuppofed  to  be  fu- 

preme,  apd  which  ought  to  be  influenced 

by  no  confide  rations    but  thofe  of  juftice 

^nd  i  ubiic  good,  (hould,  in  4  matter  of  this 

♦  Charles  the  Firft  had  fucceffors,  the  Tarquins  had 
none, 

momen; 
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moment  to  their  country,  and  to  their  own 
confciences,  be  under  any  kind  of  conftraint. 

As  far  as  I  can  perceive  however,  the 
real  citizens,  or  bourgeoife  of  Paris,  by 
no  means  defire  the  death  of  the  King ; 
and  if  by  the  people  is  underftood  the 
profligate  idle  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  and 
the  wretches  who  are  hired  to  clamour  in 
the  public  places,  what  probability  is  there 
that  they  will  ever  cpol,  or  be  fatisficd  with 
any  decifion  except  what  thofe  who  hire 
them,  or  their  own  fi^vage  difpofitions, 
fuggeft.  ? 

This  very  day,  in  the  Convention,  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  judging  how  little  the 
hopes  given  by  the  deputies  above  mention- 
ed are  to  be  relied  on.  For  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  queftion  regarding  the  King, 
a'  member  afcended  the  tribune  and  faid, 
**  He  was  going  to  remind  the  Convention 
of  a  part  of  their  duty  to  their  country,  of  the 
highell  importance,  namely,  the  procefs  of 

L  4  Lewis 
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Lewis  Capet  (this  is  the  name  they  generallj 
give  the  King),  which  had  been  too  long 
poftponed  \  he  therefore  demanded  that  a 
day  might  be  fixed  for  his  trial,  that  the 
ivroqgs  of  the  natipn  might  b^  ayenged  by 
the: blood  of  that  traitor.'* 

By  trial  it  is  evident  he  meant  execution, 
I  underftand  his  name  is  Hardy,  deputy  of 
the  department  de  Seine  Infcf ieure. — He  is 
a  well-looking  young  man ;  but  the  harOw 
nefs  of  his  feqtiment  formed  a  ftrong  goUv 
traft  with  hii  countenance.  This  gave 
rife  to  many  intemperate  and  fooliih  ex- 
preflions  fromr  other  members  who  fupr 
ported  the  motion  for  the  trial,  which  they 
alfo  ufed  as  fynonimous  with  execution. 
One  talked  of  the  martyrs  of  Liberty  who 
had  fallen  before  the  palace  on  the  19th  of 
Auguft,  whofe  ghofts  called  for  vengeance 
on  the  perjured  Lewis.  And  when  another 
fuggeftcd  that  "  the  papers  refpeding  the 
King's  treachery  fhould  be  printed  and  dc^ 

livered 


llvered  to  the  members,  and  that  it  would 
require  a  confiderable  time  before  judgv 
inent  could  be  pronounced ;  a  third  !a& 
fertedy  that  "**  Lewis  Capet  could  not  be 

» 

donildered  as  Kingi  becaufe  royftlty  ivat 
jtboliflied  in  France — What  is  he  then? 
T^Yf  a  Hmple  individual,  in  a  fiate  of  con«r 
^nement  for  trial :  but  the  law,  continued  he^ 
cxprefsly  Taye,  that  every  perfon  confine4 
for  a  crime  (hall  be  brought  to  his  trial 
within  the  fpace  of  2/^,  hours  of  his  being 
arrefted ;  the  afTaffin  Lewis  has  been  ftoo 

•  * 

long  confined,  and  ought  tp  be  brought  to 
trkl.and  puniflied  as  foon  as  poiEblet'* 

On  this,  as  on  other  occafions,  I  obferved 
that  the  people  in  the  galleries  redoubled 
their  applaufe  as  often  as  cruel  things  were 
faid,  and  violent  meafures  propofed.  This 
feemed  to  become  a  motive  with  thofe  who 
wiflied  tp  ingratiate  themfelyes  with  the 
multitude,  to  proceed  in  making  new  prqpo- 
fals;  the  laft  always  more  violent  than  the 
^  former* 


(    154    ) 

farmer.  Yet  the  difcuflion  was  not  preme- 
ditated, at  leaft  itfeemed  to  me  to  arife  ac^ 

cidentally. 

Ruhl,  one  of  the  members  for  the  de- 
partment of  the  Lower  Rhine  juft  arrived 
fj?Gm  Strafbourg,  informed  the  Convention, 
that  he  had  on  the  road  pafled  a  party  of 
dragoons  who  were  conducing  thirteen 
Emigrants  to  Paris,  who  had  been  taken  in 
arms  on  the  frontiers — He  was  afraid  that 
thofe  unhappy  men  were  in  danger  of  being 
deftroyed  by  the  populace  as  foon  as  they 

« 

ihould  arrive,  and  thought  it  his  duty  to 
acquaint  the  Convention  that  meafures 
might  be  taken  for  their  fafety  until  they 
feould  be  legally  tried.  Whether  Ruhl 
introduced  the  Emigrants  with  an  inten- 
tion to  divert  the  Convention  from  the  trial 
of  the  King,  I  know  not  j  but  for  fpme  time 
it  had  that  effedj:,  the  debate  turned  to  th« 
fubjed  of  the  Emigrants — But  one  mem- 
ber feemed  difpjeafed  with  this,  and  abruptly 

excl^imec} 
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exclaimed,  There  are  others  more  guilty 
than  all  thef^  Emigrants,  and  whofe  trial  is 
more  preffing.   **  Je  vcux  parler  de  Louis 

XV.U  je  demande  que  fon  proems  com* 
mence.'^ 

The  debate  recommenced  refpefting  the 
trial,  and  foon  became  as  intemperate  as  at 
firft.  From  the  hard  unfeeling  things  that 
were  uttered,  one  might  have  thought  that 
the  hearts  of  the  difputants  were  of  flint : 
they  ftruck  fire  from  each  other  fo  faft,  and 
wrought  theifelves  into  fuch  heat,  that  I 
expected  fome  violent  refolution  would 
have  beei>  taken  diredly. 

Tete  d  tete,  or  in  a  very  fraall  circle,  the 
French  are  nearly  as  calm,  and  generally 
more  ingenious,  than  moft  of  their  neigh- 
bours; but  a  numerous  aflembly  of  Frcnch^- 
rnen  aimed  always  become  turbulent, 

Barbaroux  of  Marfeilles  then  rofe,  and 
had  the  addrefs  to  put  an  end  to  the  debate: 
\h€  argument  which  proved  cfFeftual,  did 

little 
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little  honour  to  thofe  on  whom  it  had  ia^ 
fluence.  He  began  by  aflertingthe  right  of 
the  Convention,  in  confequence  of  the 
power  tranfmitted  hj  the  people^  to  judge 
the  King. — After  having  expatiated  on  this 
topic  at  feme  length,  he  addedt  ^^  But  it  is 
cxpe&ed  by  all  Europe  that  you  will  pro* 
ceed  in  a  buiiiiefs  of  that  important  nature 
with  all  poffible  prudence  and  deliberation  :*^ 
(;Here  ifomething  of  a  murmur  was  heardiQ 
the  gallery] — becaufe^  added  he  raifmg  his 
Toioe,  perhaps  Lewis  and  Marie  Antoinette 
are  not  the  only  criminals  whoni  the  fwor4 
of  juftice  has  to  ftrike,'* 

He  no  fooner  uttered  this,  than*  the  in- 
cipient murmur  ended  in  acclamations  of 
applaufe. — The  certainty  which  this  implied 
not  only  that  the  king  and  ^ueen  would 
be  tried,  but  condemned  and  executed,  and 
that  feveral  others  would  meet  with  the 
fame  fate,  feemed  to  pleafe  them  fo  much, 

|hat  they  were  fatisfied  with  a  delay,  which 

perhaps 
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perfa^e  would  not  have  qtherwife  beea 
carried^  and  which  was  all  that  the  mode- 
rate part  of  the  Convention  (who  were  con- 
Tinced  of  the  injuftice  and  imprudence  of 
proceeding  aglinft  the  King)  durft  at  that 
time  propofe^  or  had  reafon  to  expe£t. 

OGtohtT  1 7* 

General  Dumourier  fet  out  early  this 
morning  to  take  the  command  of  the  army 
deftined  againft  Auftrian  Brabant.  Some 
nights  ago,  accompanied  with  fome  of  his 
officers,  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
Jacobins :  it  is  good  policy  in  the  General 
of  a  French  army  to  pay  this  piece  of  re- 
fpe£t  to  a  fociety  which  has  fo  great  and 
fuch  extenfive  influence. — He  addreflfed 
them  to  this  purpofe  :  **  Citizens,  you  have 
torn  the  hiftory  of  defpotifm,  you  have 
faved  France,  your  efforts  in  the  caufe  of 
Freedom  are  engraved  by  the  hand  of  Liber- 
ty on  the  hearts  of  all  good  Frenchmen : 

we 


! 

I 

I 
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We  are  going  to  finifli  what  we  haite  hegatif 
and  We  will  fulfil  your  cxpedlsttions,  or 
perifh  in  the  atceihpt.'^ — Daiiton,  Who  was 
prefident,  anfwered  him  to  the  following 
cffed :  "  Citizen  General,  when  La  Fayette 
took  flight,  you  did  not  defpair  of  the  fafety 
of  the  Republic ;  you  rallied  out*  troops 
weakened  by  treachery  and  divifion;  you 
repelled  with  a  few  foldiers  the  numerous 
armies  of  tyrants ;  you  have  deferved  well  o£ 
your  country; — under  your  diredion  the 
republican  pike  (hall  break  the  regal  fcepA 
tre,  and  the  cap  of  liberty  fhall  annihilate 
the  diadem — We  are  your  brethren  and 
your  friends,  and  your  name  fhall  make  a 
fhining  figure  in  our  hiftory.''  Other 
members  fpoke  in  praife  of  Dumourier,  who 
at  length  retired  amid  the  applaufe  of  the 
fociety. 

I  went  this  evening  to  the  fociety  of  the 

Jacobins,  and  was  witnefs  of  a  fcene  of  a 

different  kind,  and  which  was  little  to  be 

5  axpe&ed 
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e3tpe£ted  fo  fooa  after  what  is  above  dt^ 
icribed. 

It  will  be  projper  to  mentioa  herd  an  aSkit 
which  happened  about  eight  days  before  the 
General's  arrival  at  Paris^ 

Dumourier  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Con- 
vention, informing  them,  that  the  Parifiati 

battalions  of  Mauconfeil  and  Republicainhad 
committed  a  crime  which  threw  difhonour 
on  the  French  nation,  by  maflacring  four 
Pruffian  deferters  in  the  town  of  Rethel,  in 
the  department  of  Ardennes.  The  parti- 
culars of  this  Shocking  affair  he  tranfmitted 
to  the  minifter  of  war,  and  they  appear  in  a 
letter  from  General  Chazot  to  Dumourier, 
which  was  read  in  the  Convention.  The 
four  men  in  queflion  were  dragoons,  who 
deferted  from  the  Pruffians  to  Rethel,  where 
they  inlifted  in  the  French  army.  Some 
fbldiers  of  the  battalions  above  mentioned, 
having  met  the  four  deferters  in  a  tavern, 
picked  a  quarrel  with  them,  abufed  them  as 
*  traitors  to  their  country,  dragged  them  into 

the 
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the  (IreetBi  smd  threatened  to  behead  thenli* 
Chazot,  whowas  In  the  town^  hearing  of  this^ 
feat  orders  to  prote£t  the  men;  but  the 
gtieatefii  part  of  the  foldiers  of  both  battalions 
being  now  joined,  formed  too  flrong  a  body 
for  any  force  the  General  had  to  ufe  againil 
diem  :  all  that  his  mefTengers  could  obtain 
of  thofe  mutineers  therefore  was,  that  they 
ihould  carry  the  defcrters  before  the  General^ 
which  was  done  accordingly.  He  ufed  every 
argument  and  every  perfuafion  (for  no  other 
means  were  in  his  power)  to  prevail  pa 
thefe  mutinous  madmen  to  ufe  no  violence 
to  the  deferters :  fo  far  from  fucceeding,  fome 
of  the  wretches  cried  out,  &'  leGeneral.  s'offo/e. 
^  nos  dcfirs^  ilfaut  rexpcdier  *. 

Ch;izot,  finding  that  his  remonftrances 
only  rendered  them  more  furious,  pufhed 
through  the  crowd,  and  with  difficulty efcap^ 
ed  to  his  horfe  and  rode  away.     He  was  no 

^  *  If  the  General  oppofes  our  wiibes,  he  muft  be 
cut  otfl 


1 
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(boner  gone  than  the  wretched  defcrtera 
tvcre  cut  in  piccJes. 

The  ^Lbfilrdity  of  this  abominable  deed 
almofl  e<}ual8  its  barbarity^  and  this  remark 
ttiay  be  made  with  juftice  on  nlany  tranfac-^ 
tions  in  this  country  Tmce  the  loth  of  Au-* 
gtift.     Conimon  prudence  might  have  pre- 
vented fonie  of  the  mod  unjuilifiable,  without 
the  fuggeilions  of  humanity,  and  humanity 
Would  have  prevented  them,  even  where 
prudence  did  not  exift.      This  atrocious 
deed  deftroyed  the  hope  of  weakening  the 
Pruflian  army  by  defertion,  which  had  been 
ib  great  an  objed:  with  the  Convention^ 
that  a  penlion  of  i  oo  livres  had  been  de*^ 
creed  to  every  folditfr  who  fhould   defert 
from  the  PniiEan  army  to  the  French ;  and 
while  it  put  an  end  to  every  expedation  o£ 
this  kind,  it  alfo  d^ftroyed  every  hope  of 
quartei*!  ot  mercy,  when  any  of  them^felves 

ktl  into  the  hands  of  the  Pruifians  ^4 

to 

*  1  laVe  heard  it  aflefted  finc^  iqj  tcfttrtt  t9  txtg* 
ttt.,  U.  M  lud. 
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To  expiate  this  guilty  and  vindicate  ctitf 
charadier  of  his  army,  Dumourier  had 
girea  orders  to  General  Bournonville  to 
inarch  a  body  of  troops  with  fomc  pieces 
of  artillery  againd  the  two  battalions,  \yhD 
were  ordered  to  ground  their  arms,  and  fub- 
mit,  on  pain  of  being  immediately  put  ta 
death.  They  fubmitted  accordingly,  their 
colours  were  fent  to  their  Sedions,  their  arms 
and  uniforms  taken  from  them,  and  the  men 
themfelves  ordered  in  that  difgraceful  date 
to  Paris,  there  to  wait  the  pleafure  of  the 
Convention. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  the  unfortu- 

land,  tliat  there  was  a  confiderabfc  defertion  from  the 
Pruf&sns  .to  the  French  at  the  Camp  of  St.  Mendiould^ 
and  (hat  a  fear  of  its  increafing  \vus  the  chief  rcafon  of 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  retreat ;  whkh  reafoa  he  took 
great  pains  to  conceal.  But  as  the  Duke's  retreat  is 
fuflSciently  accounted  for  independent  of  that,  I  have 
allowed  the  account  of  it  to  remain  as  it  was  In  my 
^Journal,  according  to  the  intelligence  1  received  at 
Earis. 

nate 


tUAt  m^a  who  had  been  thus  niurdered^ 
trcre  not  native  PruffianSp  biit  Frenchmen, 
trho  had  enlifted  in  the  Pruiiian  army  be- 
Ibrtf  the  ktvolution^  and  had  feized  the 
firft  opportuiiity  of  returning  to  their  coun« 
trytoen. 

Marat  having  heard  of  this  circumftance^ 
publifhed  in  his  journal^  and  polled  on  the 
walls^  accufations  againft  the  General,  and 
vindications  of  the  aflaflihs«  The  forn^er  he 
deftribea  as  a  debaiichee^  as  an  old  valet  of 
the  courts  and,  which  includes  every  thing 
diat  is  wicked,  as  an  ariftocrate*  The  tattct 
he  Kprefenis  as  worthy  riien  j  full  of  patriot^ 
iftBy  which  prompted  them»to  anticipate  by  a 
few  hoiirs  Uhe  blow  of  the  executioner  on 
the  necks  of  four  traitors.  He  aflerts,  that 
Dumourier^  Chazot,  and  others^  calumniate 
thoie  innocent  battalions,  on.purpofe  to 
tender  the  ctttlens  of  Paris,  and  parti^ 
eularly  the  Oeneral  Council  of  the  Com- 

fiiune,    to  whom  France  owes  the  revolu^ 

t 

M  a  tion 
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fian  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft^  odious  to  ihk 

country ;  that  the  four  deferters  were  not 
Pruifians,  as  had  been  perfidioufly  pul> 
lifhed  by  Dumourier,  but  French  Emi- 
grants, taken  in  arms,  and  therefore  de* 
Cervedly  put  to  death  by  the  patriotic  bat* 
talions. 

He  Itkewife  accufes  Dumourier  of  having 
connived  at  the  efcape  of  the  Pruflians  out 
of  France,  when  he  might  have  forced  their 
campy  and  obliged  them  to  lay  down  their 
arms ;  and  alfo  for  having  quitted  hb  ovni 
tfmy  at  this  critical  time,  on  purpofe  to 
caroufe  w^ith  drunkards  and  opera  girls. 

I  never  veas  more  furprifed  in  my  life 
than  when  Marat,  having  afcended  the  tri- 
bune at  the  Jacobins,  began  to  repeat  thefe 
aflertions.     The  man^s  audacity,  is  equal  to 

any  things  but  what  I  thought  fiill  as  woa« 
dcrful  was.  the  degree  of  patience,  and  even, 
approbation,  with  which  he  was  heard.  The: 
houfe  was  crowded,  and  it  contains  a  very 

numerous 


C  ««s  ) 

numerous  audience*  When  Marat  is  in 
the  tribune,  he  holds  his  head  as  high  as  he 
can^  and  endeavours  to  aflume  an  air  of 
dignity — ^He  can  make  nothing  of  that}  but 
amidft  all  the  exclamations  and  fignsof 
hatred  and  diTguft  which  I  have  feen  mzxiU 
fefted  againil  him,  the  look  of  felf  appro-* 
batioa  which  he  wears  is  wonderful — fo  far 
from  ever  having  the  appearance  of  fear,  or 
of  deference,  he  feems  to  me  always  to  con« 
tempUte  the  AfTembly  from  the  tribune, 
f  tther  with  the  eyes  of  menace,  or  contempt. 

He  fpeaks  in  a  hoUow  croaking  voice, 
mth  affeded  folemnity^y  which  in  fuch  a 
diminutive  figure  would  often  produce 
laughter,  were  it  not  fuppreiTed  by  hor- 
ror ait  the  chanUbler  and  ientiments  of  the 
man. 

After  having  infilled  for  fome  time  on 
the  guilt  of  the'  murdered,  the  innocence  of 
the  murderers,  and  the  cruelty  of  Dumott« 
rtcr,  he  informed  the  fociety,  that  he  had 

M  3  thought 


thought  it  his  duty  to  queftion  the  Genenl 
in  fierfon,  that  he  might  learn  from  himfeif 
what  he  had  to  fay  in  defence  of  his  oondod 
towards  thofe  two  meritoriouq  battalions. 
iMarat  then  gave  a  very  circumftantial  ae« 
eount  of  his  haying  called  on  Dumoitricr 
the  night  before  he  left  Paris;  that  fa 6  had 
been  accompanied  by  two  members  of  the 
National  Convention^,  one  of  them  1  think 
he  called  Bentoble,  the  name  of  the  other  i 
do  not  recolleid:.  At  Dumourier's  they  were 
informed,  that  the  General  was  at  thp 
Theatre  des  Vari6t^8,  and  was  not  to  fug  at 
home.  ^^  A  number  of  carriages^  and  hnlr 
liant  illumipations/'  continued  Marat,  ^  in? 
dicated  to  us  where  this  fon  of  Mars  was  iup^ 
ping  with  thp  fons  and  daughters  of  Thalia | 
we  found  foldiers  within  and  without:  aft^ 
traverfing  fome  chambets  filled  ^ith  piJ^e'* 
men^  musketeers,  dragoons,  hu^krs,'  the 
warlike  fuite  of  the  General,  we  came  ta  4 
^acipos  ropnv  fall  of  company ^  u  the  door 

of 
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of  which  was  Santerre,  commander  of  th< 
Pariiian  guards,  performing  the  fdn<fiipns 
of  a  hckcf^  or  an  u(her.  He  announced  me 
aloud^  which  I  was  forry  for,  becaufe  it 
might  have  made  thofe  perfons  diiappear 
whom  I  fhould  have  wifhed  to  have  feen  ; 
but  I  Jid  fee  fome,  whom  it  is  of  ufe  to 
meatioQ  for  the  better  oompreliendiiig  th^ 
operations  ef  th^  ruling  party  in  the  Con* 
vention,  and  letting  the  public  know  who 
are  the  ftatc  jugglers  with  wham  the  <:pm- 
lAaoder  of  our  armies  is  moft  connected. 
To  pais  over  the  officers  of  the  natipt>al 
guards,  the  aid>»de-camp6,  and  others,  who 
paid  their  court  to  the  great  Dumouricr, 
continued  he,  I  faw  in  this  augufl  compan]r 
the  minifters  Roland  and  Le  Brun,  attended 
by  Kerfaint  and  La  Source.  As  my  name 
had  thrown  the  company  into  confuiion,  { 
probably  did  not  remark  all  who  were  pre- 

* 

fent,  I  only  remember  thefe   conrpiratprs 
>irhom  i  hftve  named ;  but  it  was  early,  and 

M  4  it 
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it  Is  probable  that  Vcrgniaud,  Buzot,  ^a^ 
baud,  Lacroix,  Guadet,  Getifonnet,  and 
Barbaroux,  were  alfo  at  tbis  entertainment } 
for  they  all  belong  to  the  fame  gang%  At 
fight  of  me,  continued  Marat,  looking  very 
fierce?,  Dnmourier  was  appalled/* 

At  this  a  number  of  the  fociety  of  Jaco* 
bins  burft  into  laughter;  and  one  perfon 
near  me  faid,  ^^  That  is  what  he  was  not  at 
the  fight  of  the  Pruflian  army.-'  / 

•  When  the  laugh  was  over,  Marat,  with  an 
cmahered  countenance,  refumed,  *^  At  fight 
of  me  Dnmourier  was  appalled ;  which  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,''  continued  he,  ereS- 
ing  his  head,  ftanding  on  his  tiptoes,  and 
looking  very  fierce,  ^*  fince  I  am  .known  te 
be  the  terror  of  all  the  enemies  of  my  coun* 
try.'*  He  proceeded  to  inform  the  fociety, 
that  he  had  defired  to  fpeak  with  Dumou*- 
rier  in  another  room;  and  being  there,  had 
alked  an  account  of  all  the  particulars  re- 
lative to  the  four  deferters :  that  the  General 
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bad  ttM  Ixim  lie  bad  already  fent  thofe 
particulars  to  the  War  Mmifter,  aad  to  the 
CoQvention^  and  had  no  other  account  to 
^▼e."  Marat  concluded  by  faying,  ^*  that 
he  had  put  other  queftions  to  the  General, 
which  difconcerted  him  fo  much  that,  in* 
Ibad  of  attempting  to  anfwer  them,  he 
was  forced  to  fneak  away  abruptly  with 
afield  4ifdain{  and  fo,  having  made  it  clear 
that  he  could  not  juftify  his  conduct,  I  left 
ihis  aflemblage  of  generals,  and  a&ors,  and 
mlniftera,  and  ipountebanks,  to  pafs  the 
iught  together^ 

Marat  endeavoured  to  enliven  this. recital 
with  a  few  jokes^  which  excited  laiJghter  in 
the  Jacobin  Society,  but  had  not  that  cSc€t 
\on  me. — Marat  attempting  pleafantry,  in- 
.  creaies  the  horror  which  his  appearance 
creates;  it  gives  fomething  of  the  fenfation 
which  I  imagine  I  fhould  have,  if  a  mur- 
4^er,  after  cutting   a  man's  throat  by  a 

dcxteroys 
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4exiMrou«  ftrcdcie  of  a  Icai£e,  (bmAd'&aSU  ia 
aay  fiuct,  aqd  tip  me  tb<  tntiilk. 

WheA  1  went  to  dM  CdtiVemlon  thi« 
momkig,  the  firft  tbiilg  kfitt  ftf ii«k  rht  WM 
the  muifkf  figttre  o£  MaMC  ^itd^  M  lihe 
ftept  which  lead  td  the  tiibttti«v  Wttchifig 
im  opportunity  of  tnteri ng  it :  tliMS  Was  i 
jgreat  unWitliagrieft  (o  hear  kimi  askd  ht 
«?Mted  Msif  two  hour^  bitfore  he  obcatfl^d 
the  right  to  fpeak^  kmt6  other  toember 
bebg  always  pointed  to  by  the  Prefident. 

Marat  often  exclaimed  agalnft  thit  to  qo 
purpofe,  and  feizlng  a  moment '  whifin  the 
tiibunle  yras  empty,  he  began  to  addrefs  the 
AffemWy  without  the  Prefidcnt*8  fermiA 
(Ion;  b^t  hi«  vo}ce  was  drowned  ih  fhe 
outcry  agarnft  him  from  all  corners.*-^ 
At  length  I  heard  De  la  Croix,  the  prefi* 
dent,  fay  t<>  thofe  near  hrm,  **  Je^rois  qu*il 
ya^droit  mieiis^  latflef  parler  ce  gueux  la  ;*' 

»n4 
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l»6  raifiog  bk  ydce,  he  added,  ^^  Marat  Jf 
voui  donne  la  parole,  mais  je  ne  voua  priH 
anets  pas  de  vous  la  iQaintenir  *• 

Marat  then  entered  the  tribune,  an4 
began  the  fame  tnvediive  againft  Dumourier 
that  I  heard  him  pronounqe  laft  night  at 
the  Jacobips. — He  wa^  interrupted  by  cries 
of  indignation  from  all  fides :  one  member 
^ddrefled  the  Preddent  to  filence  him,  ani| 
not  permit  a  man  who  wis  a  dl^raee  H 
the  Aflembly  to  cabmniate  citizena  f£  ikt 
greateft  worth :  another  added^  that  bis  car 
lumnies  were  praife;  all  fecMiied  to  hQl4 
him  in  execration. 

During  the  uproar,  Marat  ftood  with  an 
undifiurbed  air,  looking  down  on  the  A& 
ismbly.  When  the  elamoilr  abated  fi» 
that  his  voice  could  be  heard,  he  faid»  with 
jio  air  of  irony,  and  in  a  tone  of  ibrrow, 

*  I  believe  we  had  beft  allow  the  fenow  to  fyciL 
Marat,  I  give  you  the  right  to  fpeak^  hut  I  cammt 
^osiife  to  maifiUin  it  with  yau  long. 

♦•lam 
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**  I  am  really  grieved  to  Behold  fuch  inde* 
cent  behaviour  in  the  Aflembly — 1»  it  not 
iingular  that  the  perfon  whom  you  try  to 
overwhelm  with  unjufl  clamours,  fhould  be 
more  concerned  for  your  honour  than  you 
^re  yourfelves  ?  Is  it  not  extraordinary  that 
you  (hould  be  fo  much  prejudiced  againft 
a  man  animated  with  patriotifm?" — ^Herc 
there  was  an  univcrfal  laugh;  but  when  he 
attempted  to  refume  his  invedives  againft 
Dumourier  and  Chazot,  the  clamour  re« 
eomraencedt  and  the  Aflen^Iy  (hewed  the 
ixtmoft  impatience* 

Kerfaint  then  informed  the  Aflembly 
that'  the  foldiers  of  the  battalion  called  Re^ 
publicain,  fenfible  of  their  error,  had  of 
themfelves  delivered  up  the  traitors  who 
had  excited  them  to  mutiny  and  murder, 
and  had  promifed  to  their  general  to  efface 
the  memory  of  their  crime  by  their  con- 
:dn€t  againft  the  enemy. 

^larat,  feeiqg  that  every  body  rejoiced 


.    (  m  ) 

iii  the  puni£hinent  of  the  ringleaders,  had 
the  boldnefd  to  aflert  that  he  never  had 
juftified  the  condud  of  the  battalions.  The 
cry  in  contradi^ion  of  this  afTertion  was 
fo  univerfal  that  he  could  not  ^proceed,  and 
a  member  immediately 'exclaimed:  ^'  A  man, 
whole  name  it  is  difagreeable  to  pronounce, 
dares  to  affert,  from  that  tribune,  that  he 
never  juftifiedtheaflaffins  of  the  unfortunate 
deferters  ;  in  contradiftion  of  which,  I  do 
now  afiert^  that  lafl  night,  at  the  Jacobins^ 
he  faid  that  they  merited  a  civic  crown* — ^ 
Citizens,  you  may  judge  of  the  chara£ter 
o£  this  man  from  what  I  have  told  you^ 
Since  he  has  been  chofen  as  a  deputy  by 
the  people,  and  fince  we  are  doomed  foxpe^ 
times  to  hear  him,  I  now  move,  that  at 
often  as  he  comes  out  of  that  tribune,  it 
may  be  purified  before  another  member  en« 
tcra  it'* 

After  this,  tlie  Affembly  pafled   to  the 

order  of.  the  day.     Marat  defcended,  and 

ftrutted 


* 

fthltted  through  the  hall,  tiXkQing  i($ 
^^fpife  the  muroiura  which  arofe  a^ind 
himw     . 

It  feAnft  extraofdinary  that  a  mail    ib 
odioiis>  and  whoie  acquaintance  every  body 

fcems  to  fhu%  ihould  venture  to  attack^ 
}a  fuch  an  abufire  manner^  a  popular  and 
fuccefsful  general.  Yet  the  difierence  be 
tweeti  the  manner  in  which  Marat  was 
Iieard  in  the  Jacobin  Society*  a&d  in  the 
Conventional  AfTembly^  is  remarkable;  and 
I  fee  people  who  are  perfuaded  that  Marat  it 
fuppoFted  in  fecret  by  thofe  who  in  public 
difavow  any  connexion  with  him.-— The 
lame  people  have  alfo  obferved^  that  the 
prevailing  opinion  in  the  Jacobiir  Club 
ftlw»y8  becomes  fooner  or  later  the  prevail^ 
ing  c^fiton  in  the  National  Affembfy,  ao4 
tJ^at  thofe  fufpicions  which  Marit  endea^ 
vours  to  raife  againft  Dumourier,  arc  Spread 
at  tlie  inftigatlon  of  one  who  has  very 
great  infiuence  in  that  feciety.     'fhat  per^ 

6  (bo. 
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ioo,  liQWCTcr,  would  do  w«U  to  retacmb.tf 

*  • 

the  words  Qf  OTofmaQe  ia  Zayre ;  . 

••  Quiconque  eft  foiip^onncux  invite  1  le  trahin**^ 


The  prefidency  of  De  la  Croix  euded 
this  d»7;  and  Ouadet,  of  the  department  of 
the  G4roQde,waj|  elected  by  a  ^reat  majority. 
Giiailet  feems  to  me  one  of  the  mod  acute 
men  in  the  Gonventioo ;  hia  fpeecbes  are 
always  perfpicuou»  and  correal;,  and  forne-^ , 
times  finifhed  with  an;  epigrammatic  nea^ 
Deis*. 

Oftebcf  f  9# 

Two  days  ago  a  kttec  waa  read  in  the 
Cofiveatiftu  from  tibe  commiifioaera  t& 
&e  army  of  the  North,  *  acquainting  the 
Aflembly,  that  a  great  number  of  vc^nteeis 
kfkA  s^ptied  for  liberty  to  retire  at  the  end 
campaign* 

Some    members    had    reprefented    the ' 
danger  of  permitting  this  in  the  prefent 

cincnaiftanccs,  and  propofed  a  decree  againft 

it. 


}t»    But  this  meafure  having  been  though 

harfh  to  men  who  had,  as  voltinteers,  rifked 

their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country,  in  m 

time  of  great  danger ;  inftead  of  a  decree^ 

it  was  moved)  that  the  Convention  fhduld 

*  « 

fend  an  addrefs  to  all  theif  armies,  inviting 

the  volunteers  to  prolong  their  fervicc 
until  the  country  Was  declared  to  be  out  of 
danger. — A  committee  of  four,  namely  ,Coil«^ 
dorcet,  Danton,  Hercault'de  Sechelledi  and 
Vergniaud,  I^ad  been  accordingly  ap|^ointed 
to  draw  up  the  addrefs  ;  and  I  heard  Dantod 
read  it  tp  the  Convention  this  morning.  It 
was  rather  too  long;  and  although  appUud* 
ed  by  a  few,  it  was  very  evident  that  th^ 
generality  of  the  Aflembly  did  not  puch 
lelifh  it. 

A  member  then  rofe,  and^  taking  a  paptf 

from  his  pocket,  faid,  that  he  had  coin* 

'  pofed  an  addrefs,  which  he  begged  leave  to 

read. — ^This  furprifed  me  a  good  deal  j  but 

I  did  not    obferve  that   it  produced  die 

5  fame 
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lame  etfed  on  an^  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion :*— it  fcemed  to  me  a  ftriking  inftance 
of  that  eafe  with  which  the  natives  of  France 
da  certain  things  which  wpuld  mightily  dif- 
concert  jTome  of  their  neighbours.  I  hardly 
think,  that,  in  any  public  alTembly  in  £ng« 
land,  after  a  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  draw  up  an  addrefsj  any  individual  of 
the  afiembly  would  ofier  to  r€ad  a  com-» 
pofition  of  his  own,  as  preferable  to  that  of 
four  of  the  mofl:  di(lingui{hed  members  in 
it. — ^This  gentleman,  however,  afccnded 
the  tribune;  and  read  his  performance 
without  embarrafTment^  It  had  the  fate 
bf  moft  produdions  which  are  read  by 
their  audiors,  whether  in  public  or  private 
itflfemblies ;  it  gave  far  more  fatisfa£tion  to 
the  reader  than  to  the  audience ;  with  this 
difference^  that  here  the  audience  did  not 
take  the  trouble  of  pretending  to  admire. 

The  air  of  indifference  with  which  this 
iras  heard  did  hot  difcourage  another  mem- 
ber from  offering  a  third  addrefs. — By  the 

VOL.u.  N  ftyle 
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flyle  of  this  performance,  and  the  folema 
manner  in  which  it  was  read,  it  was  evi^ 

« 

dent  that  the  author  wifhed  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  man  of  depth  and  learning  :  he 
pronounced  fome  fentences  with  a  warmth, 
which  he,  no  doubt,  thought  would  prove 
viQorious :  the  warmth  with  which  they 
were  delivered,  however,  was  furpafled  by 
the  coldneft  of  their  reception. —Towards 
the  conclufion,'  refuming  lug  addrefs  to  the 
volunteers,  he   faid,    Enfin    foldats  philo^ 

This  unexpefted  epithet  raifed  .a  laugh 
that  overpowered  a  yawn  which  had  been 
gaining  very  faft  on  the ,  audience  for  fome 
confidcrable  tiiriC, 

I  fully  expeded  that  fo  many  unfortu- 
nate attempts  would  have  prevented  any  new 
fpecimens  from  being  ofTered,  and  confe- 
quently,  that  the  addrefs  of  the  committee 
would  have  been  adopted.  I  was  miftaken 
in  both  conjedures,  for  the  Aflembly  had 
uo  fooner   recovered  their  gravity,    than 

2  Fwre^ 
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Faure^  deputy  from  the  department  of 
Lower  Seine,  defircd  leave  to  read  one  of 
his  compofition.  -  He  is  a  nKin  of  about 
fixty  years  of  age,  very  plain  in  his  drefs^ 
and  devoid  of  affeAation  in  his  manner.-r- 
[is  addrefs  w^s  in  the  following  words : 


Qtoyens  Soldats^ 

La  loi  vous  permet  de  vous  retirer:  Ic 
cri  de  la  patrie  vous  le  defend.  Les  Ro« 
mains  ont-ils  abandonne  leursarmes  quand 
Porfenna  etoit  encore  aux  portes  de  Rome  ? 
L'ennemi  a-t-il  pafle  le  Rhin  ?  Longwi  eft- 
il  repris  ?  Le  fang  Francois,  dont  il  a  arrofe 
la  terre  de  la  liberte,  eft-il  venge  ?  Ses 
ravages  etfa  barbaric  font-lls  punis  ?  A-t-il 
reconnu  la  majefte  de  la  Repubhque  et  la 
fouvcrainete  du  Peuple  ?  SoldatSj  voila  Ic 
terme  de  vos  travaux  2  c'eft  en*  dire  aflez 
ailx  bfaves  dcfenfeurs  de  la  patrie;  La 
Convention  Nationale  fe  borne  a  vous  re- 
commander    Thonneur   Francois.    Tinteret 

N  2  de 


(  tso  y 


CiC  la  Republique,  et  les  foins  de  votre  propftf 
gloire  *• 

The  laconic  energy  of  fome  expreifions 
in  this  addrefs,  pleafed  the  Convention; 
It    was  adopted,  ordered    to  be  printed, 

and  tranfmitted  to  the  armies. 

0^h)ber  2a; 

This  was  a  iSiaj  of  exultation  in  the  Na- 

^  Citizen  Solders,  / 

The  law  allows  you,  but  the  voice  of  your  country 
ibrbids  you^  lo  retire.  Did  the  Romans  quit  their 
arms,  when  Porfenna  was  (fill  at  the  gates  of  Rome  i 

Has  the  enemy  yet  rcpafled  the  Rhine  ?  Is  Longwy  re« 
takeil  ?  fias  the  btood  of  your  countrymen,  with  which 
the  entfmy  has  bedewed  this  land  of  liberty,  been 
»Tenged  ?  Have  his  nnvages  and  his  barbarities  been 
puniflicd  ?  Has  he  acknowledged  the  Majefty  of  the 
Republic,  and  die  ibvereignty  of  the  People  i 

Soldiers,  thefe  are  the  end  of  your  labours :  nothing 
more  need  be  {aid  to  the  brare  defenders  of  their 
country*  The  National  Convention  has  only  to  re^ 
commend  to  your  care,  the  honour  of  the  French 
Natbn,  the  intereft  of  the  Repid>lic,  and  y»ur  ^  owx» 
fcrfonal  gIory.r 

tfonal 
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tibial  Aflembly. — ^Letters  were  read  from 
their  commiiEonerSy  giving  an  account  of 
die  retaldng  of  the  town  of  Longwy,  and 
that  the  Germans  were  now  entirely  driven 
out  of  France.  Flattering  accounts  alfo 
canie  from  the  army  of  Cuftine,  and  that  d 
the  South :  and  a  paper  entitled^  *^  Addreffe 
de  la  Societe  des  Amis  de  la  Libert^,  ^t  de 
TEgalite  feaate  a  Chamberri,"  was  read.— 
It  begins  with  this  e:i:preflion — '^Legiflateurs 
du  Monde*:'* — and,  in  the  middle  of  the 
addrefs  to  the  Aflembly,  the  King  of  Sar«- 
dinia  is  apoftrophized  in  the  following 
terms ;  •  *'  O  Roi  de  Jerufalem  et  de  Chypre 
aflez  ldng*temps  tes  fatellites  ont  appefanti 
fur  nos  tetes  ton  joug  de  fer ! — ^il  eft  tombe, 
•  nous  Tavons  foul^  aux-  pieds,  &c.  &cf." 

♦  Legiflators  of  the  World. 
f  O  King  of  Jerufalem  and  Cyprus,  too  long  have 
thy  fatellites  oppreflTed  our  necks  with  thy  yoke  of  iron 
1 — ^it  is  fallen  at  laft,  and  we  hfive  fpurned  it  under  our 
feet! 

N3  It 
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It  is  much  in  the  famQ  ftrain  throughout'; 
and  what  will  appear  more  cxtraordinaiy, 
this  piece  of  bombaft  was  ordered  by  the 
Aflcmbly  to  be  printed  in  French,  Spanifli, 
and  German,  and  tranfm,itted  tp  th^  depart- 
9icnts  and  to  the  ^rmiesi. 

But  a  fcene  took  place  in  the  Convention 
yefterday,  after  I  left  it,  which  forebodes 
more,  mifery  to  the  country  than  can  be 
compenfated  by  the  mod  brilliant  fuccefs. 

An  addrefs  was  read  by  deputies  from  the 
48  fedllons  of  Paris,  agairiftthe  armed  force 
which  was  feme  time  fmce  propofed,and  the 
modification  of  which  is  now  under   the 
deliberation  of  a  committee.     By  this  ad- 
drefs  the  Gonvention  is   told,  **  That  it 
would  be  putting  the  members  on  a  footing 
with  tyrants,  to  furround  them  with  guarda 
— Pretorian  guards.-r— That  Paris  made  tbc 
Revolution  of  the  tenth   of  Auguft — and 
that  Paris  would  maintain  it.'*     They  alfp 
admonifhed  the  Convention,  that  there  ^re 

thofe 


(    «83    ) 

* 

thofe  prcfent  who  contemplate  their  con- 
^dud,  and  weigh  their  decifions ;  and  finally, 
that  the  fedions  of  Paris  confider  the  pro* 
jei^  of  a  guard  to  the  AfTembly  as  dangerous 
and  odious. 

The  anfwer  of  Guadet,  the  Prefident, 
was  fenfible  and  fpirited.  He  faid,  that  the 
exercife  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  French 
people,  and  all  the  rights  of  the  Republic, 
refided  in  the  Convention,  which  knew 
how  to  defend  them,  and  which,  though 
always  willing  to  receive  counfel  from 
good  citizens,  would  receive  orders  from  the 
nation  only* 

But,  in  aflerting  that  the  Convention 
can  defend  the  rights  of  the  Republic,  he 
aflerts  more  than  is  true : — that  an  addrefsii 
in  fuch  infolent  terms,  (hould  be  allowed  to 
be  read,  is  a  proof  not  only  that  the  Con- 
vention has  not  that  power,  but  that  the 
authors  of  the  addrefs  know  this,  and  are 
determined  to  do  all  they  can  to  present 

N  4  its 
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Its  cver'iia^ng  it,  and  for  that  reafon  pppoftj 
the  eftablifliment  of  the  guard  in  queftipiu 
yet  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that^ 
until  the  Convention  has  the  power  of  im^ 
pofing  (ilence  on  the  galleries,  of  protedling 
the  perfons  of  the  deputies,  and  of  enforcing 
its    decrees,  ^here  can  be  neither  wifdom 

nor  ftability  in   their  government — For, 

■  *        .  ■  « 

were  we  tofuppofethat  a  few  members  of  the 
Convention,  of  diflinguifhed  capacity,  were 
Supported  by  a  majority  in  meafures  of 
wifdom  and  moderation ;  yet  if  they  are 
liable  to  be  infulted  by  a  mob,  thofe  depu- 
ties who  fupport  them  one  day  from  con- 

•  '      -  .  .  • 

vidtion,  will  defert  them  another  through 

s  ^ 

fear,  and  produce  that  confufion,  and 
thofe  contradidory  meafures  which  have  of 
late  occurred,  and  which,  if  not  remedied, 
will  end  in  complete  anarchy  and  ruin. 

A  fufEcient  body  of  guards,  under  the 
entire  difpofal  of  the  Convention,  would 
prci'ent  this.— But  it  appears  by  this  ad- 

drefa 


*<« 
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^ek  from  all  the  fedioas,  tliat  tbo^  i^Au^ 
«>ppof€  the  eftablidiing  any  guard  for  the 
jCofiveption,  have  not  only  the  iiredion  of  the 
general  Council  of  the  Commune,  but  aliq 
of  all  the  fe^ions  of  Paris.  It  is  true  that 
|he  majority  of  the  pth^r  departments  of 

France,  and  of  courfe  the  majority  of  thQ 

*  •  •  . 

deputies^  aire  for  this  guard  j  but  I  fome-^ 
times  converfe  with  thofe  who  are  able  to 
form  a  mych  jufter  notion  of  what  is  likely , 
to  be  the  confequence  than  I  can — who  are 
of  opinipn,  that  Paris  will  carry  the  point 
againft  all  the  other  departments ;  and  that 
whatever  the  opinion  of  the  deputies  may 
continue  to  be,  the  majority  of  their  votts 
will,  in  a  ihort  time,  be  aeainft  the  armed 
force. 

Indeed  it  is  evidc^nt,  that,  although  all 
|he  departments  of  France  are,  in  theory, 
allowed  to  have  an  equal  ihare  in  the  go* 

»  •  *  * 

vemmcnt,  yet,  in  fa£t,  the  fingle'  depart- 

l&ent  of  Paris  has  the  whole  power  of  the 

A  govern-? 
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«gdvernment ;  the  other  departments  govern 
by  reprefentation— Paris  rules  in  perfon. 
The  Majeftyof  Le  Peuple  Souverain  refide* 
in  the  capital,  and  by  dint  of  infurredion, 
which  is  always  in  the  power  of  certain 
leading  perfons  here,  Paris  gives  the  law  to 
the  Convention  and  to  all  France^  and 
,ivill  continue  to  do  fo  till  an  armed  fprce 
.18  edabliflied,  and  placed  entirely  under  the 
-command  of  the  National  Convention. 


O£^ober  2f. 

The  city  of  Marfeilles,  on  hearing  of  the 
danger  to  which  the  Convention  is  expofed 
from  the  mob,  and  the  people  in  the  galle^ 
ries,raifed  a  battalion,  which  was  ordered  te 
march  to  Paris  for   its  protedion.     The 

■ 

intrepid  and  decifive  behaviour  of  the 
Fed^res  from  that  city,  on  the  tenth  of 
,  Auguft,  have  made  a  ftrong  impraffion  on 
the  minds  of  the  Parifians  ;  and  a  body  of 
fcren  or  eight  hundred   ipei^  from   Mar- 

feilles 
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feiile&  are  confidered  as  equivalent  to  a 
much  greater  number  raifed  elfe  where.  As 
this  battalion  comes  for  the  exprefs  pur^ofe 
of  protecling  the  Convention,  its  approach, 
has  given  difquietude  to  that  party  who  wifh 
the  Aflembly  to  be  overawed  by  the  people 
in  the  galleries :  endeavours  have  been 
ufed,  therefore,  to  create  a  prejudice  againft 
the  Marfcillois  in  the  minds  of  the  popu-» 
lace  of  Paris — and  particularly  in  the  pa- 
triotic Sans  Culottes  of  St.  Antoine  and  St. 
Marcelle, — It  is  circulated  that  they  are 
brought  to  the  capital  for  fome  purpofe  of 
ariftocracy.  The  name  of  Marfeillois  is 
in  fuch  high  edimation,  that  this  infinuatioQ 
}ias  bithertp  had  little  effeft. 

The  battalion  is  arrived,  and  this  da^ 
fent  a  deputation  to  the  Convention.  A 
member  of  the  deputation  pronounced  a 
fpeech  full  of  energy  at  the  bar. — ^•VWo 
fet  out,"  faid  he^  **  from  the .  fliore  of  the 
Mediterranean,  to  pffer  our  liyes  in  defence 

of 
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inf  our  brethren  c£  Paris,  then  liireatenej 
|iy  the  foldiers  of  defpotirm,  bi^  that  dan^ 
jger  19  pyer,  and  the  only  enemies  which  re^ 
inj|Lin  for  us  to  fight^  are  thofe  who  defir^ 
to  eredtti  tribunitial  or  diStatoridl  power  io 
France.-p-Legiilators,  you  are  delegated  by 
the  eighty- three  departments,  we  have  as 
great  an  intereft*  in  you,  therefore,  as  the 
citizens  of  Paris — ^We^'know  that  certain 

« 

men  tell  the  Parifians  that  the  Convention 
has  a  defign  of  eftablifhing  pretorian  guards 
around  then^  for  the  purpofes  of  tyranny—^ 
pne  word  is  a  fufficient  refutation  of  that 
calumny. — We  (hall  belong  to  thofe  guards^ 
Reprefentatives,  the  children  of  Marfeillea 
bow  to  obey,  as  they  know  how  to  fight, 
they  hate  di&ators  as  they  hate  kings,  and 
you  may  count  upon  them  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  your  laws,  and  of  your  autho*^ 

Another  perfon  came  afterwards  to  th« 
bar  of  the  Aflcmbly  and  a9cured  Marat  in 

the 
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Ae  ferereft  terms.— **  That  blood^tliirilf 
man/'  fiod  Ik,  *'  after  having  preached  mur* 
der  and  carnage  within  the  city  of  Paris^ 
now  difperfes  his  journals  among  the  ar« 
mieSy  to  eiidte  the  foldiers  to  mutiny.  The 
eleOiors  of  Paris  have  <difhonoured  them* 
felves  in  chooiing  fuch  a  perfoui  and  you 
will  partake  of  that  diflibnourj  you  will 
cover  yourfelves  with  the  blood  whicli 
Marat  has  caiifed  to  be  fhed,  if  you  do  not 
expel  him  from  among  you,  and  punifli 
him  for  his  crimes." 

Some  members  endeavoured  to  interrupt 
the  fpeaker,  and  the  Prefident  reminded  him  « 
that  he  ought  to  fpeak  with  refpedt  of  a 
reprefentative  of  the  people. 

^^  It  is  not  Marat,  the  reprefentative  of 
the  people,  I  attack,"  refumed  the  fpeaker; . 
^  it  is  Marat  the  joumalift,  the  incendiary^ 
againft  whom  the  French  Republic,  and 
buman  nature,  calls  for  vengeance/' 

A  member  fiud^  that  this  petition  againft 

Marat 
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» 

Marat  was  not  in^  due  form ;  that  before 
the  accufatioQ  could  be  fent  to  the  Com- 
mittee  of  General  Safety,  they  ought  to  col* 
left  all  the  proofs  that  .were  againft  him.— 
**  If  you  infift  upon  all^  they  muft  be 
brought  in  a  waggon,"  faid  another. 

The  protestors  of*  Marat,  for  it  is  evi- 
dent that  this  man  has  protestors  in  the 
Convention,  faid  every  thing  they  could  to 
perfuade  the  Aflerably  to  pafs  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  without  further  notice  of  this 
petition,  or  accufation ;  but  in  fpite  of  all 
their  efforts  it  was  ordered  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  Committee  of  General  Safety. 

The  addrefs  from  the  Sections  of  Parii 
againft  the  arcaed  force,  is  a  manoeuvre  of 
Danton  and  his  friends,  and  their  having 
the  influence  to  obtain  it,  gives  a  higher 
idea  of  their  flrength  than  has  been  hitherto 
entertained. 

The  deputation  of  the  Marfeillois  is  coa*^ 
fidered  as  a  meafure  of  Roland  and   the 

Girondids^ 
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Girondifts,  to  give  the  Convention  an  idea 
of  the  protection  it  has  to  cxpeSt,  till  fuch 
time  as  a  more  regular  armed  for^ce  ihall  be 
decreed 

Odober  22« 

A  very  fliort  time  after  the  loth  of  Au- 
guft,  thofe  who  had  been  united  againft  the 
court  divided,  and  became  hoflile  to  each 
other.  Roland  4iad  been  choien  minifter  for 
the  home  department.  He  has  the  appearance 
of  a  man  of  fincerity,  and,  whether  he  de- 
ferves  it  or  not,  he  has  the  reputation  of  a 
man  of  probity,  is  fupport^sd  by  a  great 
number,  who  are  confidered  as  the  heft  in* 
tentioned  in  the  Aflembly,  and  alfo  by  fome 
who  arc  diftinguifhed  for  their  talents; 
among  the  latter  are,  Vergniaud,  Gua-det, 
Buzot,  Briflbt,  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne,  Jean 
Baptifte  Louvet,  La  Source,  Kerfaint,  Petion, 
Lanjuinais,  and  Barbaroux. 

Roland  was  likewifc  intimately  conneded 
with  Claviere,  Servan,  and  Le  Brun ;  the 
two  firft  had  formerly  been  in  thfi  ad  mini- 

* 

ftratioa 
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ftration  with  him»  and  Le^niti  waft  placed 
Jt8  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affaifsi  ^er  thd 
loth  of  Auguft. 

The  confidence!  which  the  peopfe^  an<t 
the  majority  of  the  Aflcmbly  put  in  the  in- 
tegrity of  Roland,  add  the  fuppbrt  he  had 
from  fo  many  men  of  the  befl  abilities  ih 

» 

the  Aflembly,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  certaiii 
members,  particularly  of  Danton,  who  could 
not  bear  to  fee  a  man,  whom  he  confidered 
as  far  inferior  in  underftanding  to  faimfelf,  id 
poffeinon  of  fo  much  credit 

It  is  imagined  that  Danton  had  formed  d 
plan  for  preventing  Roland  from  continuing 
in  adminidration,  and  which,  if  it  had  fully 
fucceeded,  would  alfo  have  excluded  hint 
from  being  of  the  Convention. 

It  is  even  believed  by  fome  that  he  watf 

cleded  a  deputy  to  the  CcnvetilioiT  without 

his  own  application  or  knowledge^  accordinjg 

to  the  Conftitution,  no  member  of  the  National: 

.J 

Aflembly  can  hold  the  office  of 
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it  was  imagined  that  Roland  would  refign 
the  fituation  of  minifter,  that  he  might  be 
of  the  Conveation ;  and  it  has  fince  appeared^ 
that  there  were  certain  flaws  in^  his  eledion 
as  a  deputy,  which,  as  is  fuppofed,  were 
known  to  thofe  who  had  brought  it  about, 
and  which  would  have  rendered  it  void :  and 
thus,  had  he  refigned  his  oflice  of  minifter, 
as  Danton  did,  he  might  afterwards  have 
found  himfelf  precluded  from  the  Conven- 
tional Affembly.    But  before  this  could  be 

brought  to  trial,  it  was  propofed  in  the  Con- 
vention  that  Roland  fhould  be  invitedhy  the 
Affembly  to  remain  in  adminiftration.  ^Fhis 
propofal  had  not  been  forefeen  by  Danton ; 
he  oppofed  it  with  all  his  might,  and  in  this  he 
was  joined  by  all  his  friends.  The  good  qua- 
lities of  Roland  having  been  enumerated  by 

thofe  who  were  for  the  invitation,  that  very 
circumftance,  with  the  popularity  of  the 
man,  were  laid  hold  of,  as  grounds  of 
jealoufy,  and  reafons  againft  his  being  in- 
VOL.  II.  O  vited. 
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irited.  One  deputy  put  them  in  mind,  tbat 
a  Greek,  in  the  fenate  of  Athens,  had  de- 
elared  that  he  would  not  give  hb  vote  for 
Ariftides,  becaufe  he  was  tired  of  hearing 
him  called  the  juji :  another  deputy  ikid, 
that  as  often  as  he  heard  any  member  of 
the  Aflembly  greatly  applauded,  he  trembled 
for  his  liberty* 

If  thefe  reafons  were  ufed  as  pretexts, 
and  in  the  expeftation  that  they  would  have 
the  efFeft  to  prejudice  the  Aflembly  againft 
Roland,  thofe  who  urged  them  muft  have  a 
poor  opinion  of  the.underftanding  of  their 
audience. — If,  on  the  contrary,  they  really 
thought  that  a  man's  being  confidered  as  a 
JBft  man,  rendered  him  dangerous  as  a  mi- 
nifter,  their  audience  had  a  right  to  think 
meanly  of  theirs. — I  perceive  an  a&dation 
in  the  Convention  to  adopt  maxims  and 
¥ifages  from  antiquity,  which,  however  juft 
and  applicable  they  might  be  at  a  former 
age,  and  in  a  different  counj^,  are  by  no 

2  measis 
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inean&  fuitable  to  France  in  the  prefent  cir* 
comftances.  This  difpofition  of  mifapplying 
general  maxims,  very  often  renders  the 
weak  the  coupes  of  the  worthlefs. 

Notwithftanding  the  oppofltion,  however, 
the  Convention  was  on  the  point  of  de- 
credn&;A,  that  Roland  fhould  be  invited  to 
rea\atn  in  adminiftration ;  which  Danton 
perceivings  he  .gould  no  longer  reftrain  hif 
ill  humour,  but  peevifhly  faid,  "  If  you  arc 
determined  on  this  meafure,  I  move  that 
the  invitation  be  extended  to  Madame  Ro- 
land,  who  is  known  to  aflift  her  hulband 
with  her  counfel  *." 

This  iUiberal  fally  was  heard  with  difap- 
probation  by  the  Aflembly,  and  would  have 
h^d  Qo  effed  in  preventing  the  invitation 
which  had  been  propofed,  had  not  Cambon 
fpoken  againft  it :  he  obferved,  that  to  invite 

a  minifter  tp  coptinue  in  office,  was  in  fome 

*  Madame  Roland  has  the  reputation  Qf  heing  a  mofl 
vooa^Uihcfi  ?(ad  amiable  woman. 

O  2  degree 
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degree  to  weaken  his  refponfibility ;  aniT 
Buzot  declaring  that  this  obfervation  had  fo 
much  weight  with  him  as  to  make  him 
alter  his  opinion,  the  invitation  was  no 
more  infifted  on. 

The  day  following,  Roland,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Convention,  exprefled  his  concurrence 
in  fentiment  with  thofe  who  thought  that 
to  invite  a  minifter  to  continue,  would  be 
derogatory  of  tlie  rigorous  principles  of  rc- 
publicanifm,  and  tended  befides  to  render 
him  lefs  refponfible  than  he  ought  to  be : 
that,  however,  the  Convention  having  even. 
deliberated  onfuch  a  meafure,  he  confidercd 
as  highly  honourable  to  him,  and  a  motive 
to  engage  him  to  retain  his  ofEce  of  mi- 
nifter, and  to  wave  that  of  deputy :  that  the 
danger  which  he  plainly  perceived  would 
attend  him  in  the  firft  fituation,  was  another 
inducement  for  his  retaining  it;  but   that 
his  chief  motive,  however  fuch  a  declara* 
tion  might  be  conftrued  by  his  enemies, 
8 
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was,  that  he  thought  his  continuing  minif- 
ter  wouldj  in  the  prefcnt  circumftances, 
he  advantageous  for  his  country. 

Perhaps  nothing  but  confcious  integrity 
could  induce  a  man  of  fenfe  to  hold  fuch 
language  :  but  certainly  nothing  but  a  ftrong 
convi&ion  of  its  truth  on  the  mind  of  the 
Convention,  and  a  fentiment  of  high  efteem 
for  the  perfon  who  ufed  it,  could  prevent  it 
from  being  thought  prefumptuous.  Roland's 
letter  excited  no  fuch  fenfation. — The  in- 
ftant  it  waa  perceived  that  he  had  refolved  to 
continue  in  office,  the  great  eft  joy  appeared 
in  the  Affembly,  and  his  letter  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  fent  to  all  the  departments* 

Roland  has  continued  miniiler  for  the 
home  department  ever  fmce.  I  have  feen 
him  frequently  in  the  place  appointed  for 
the  minifters,  which  is  immediately  within 
the  bar,  and  oppofite  to  the  Prefident« 
None  of  them  ever  come  to  the  Affembly 

O  3  unlefs 
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unlefs  they  have  been  fent  for,  or  when 
they  have  Something  to  ftate,  oh  which  they 
wifli  to  have  the  inftrudions  of  the  t!on- 
Vention— and  they  withdraw  as  foon  as 
they  have  made  their  report,  without  taking 
any  part  in  the  debate. 

On  fuch  occafions  I  have  feen  fome  of 
them  obliged  to  remain  feveral  hours  before 
they  were  heard.  For,  if  a  debate  is  already 
begun  when  a  minifter  enters,  he  is  generally 

« 

allowed  to  fit  unnoticed  in  his  place  till  it  be 
iinifhed.  Some  of  Roland's  addrefles  to  the 
Convention  are  diftinguiflied  for  correft- 
nefs  and  elegance.  It  is  faid,  that  they  owe 
the  latter  to  his  wife  :  this  report  is  founded 
entirely  on  prefumption,  Mrs.  Rolaad 
being  a  woman  of  tafte  and  literature  ;  and 
it  is  circulated  not  fo  much  with  a  view  to 
add  to  her  reputation,  as  to  d^ra&  from 
that  of  her  huiband. 
Y^h^n  he   entersi   there  is  generally  a 

whiljpcr 
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whifper  of  approbation  in  the  Affembly, 
and)  ^hile  he  is  fpeaking,  I  have  often 
Jieard  the  deputies  near  me  fay,  with  fer- 
Tour — jih  le  dtgne  homme  1  le  brave  miniftre! 
What  proves  that  he  and  thofe  connedted 
with  him  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Convention,  is,  that  the  Pre- 
iident  and  the  fecretaries  have  hitherto  been 
chofen  from  among  his  friends. 

Roland  w^s  the  popular  minifter,  whofe 
difmiflion  raifed  fo  great  a  claqiour  againft 
the  Court.  One  of  the  pretexts  for  the 
fliamefui  irruption  of  the  populace  into  the 
Kill's  palace,  on  the  26th  of  June,  was  to 
prefent  a  'petition  for  his  recall :  if  Ro]an4 
himfelf  had  any  hand   in  promoting  that 

infurred;ion,  he  has  little  claim  to  the 
epithet  .which  was  applied  to  Ariftides. 
Thofe  who  wiOi  to  fucceed  him  and  his 
friends  in  their  offices, -reprefent  them  to 
the  people  as  in  all  points  as  dangerous  to 
Uberty  aa  ever  the  Court  was :  fo  that  it 

O4  .  is 
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is  not  improbable  but  that  Roland  and  his 
friends  may  fall  the  vidims  of  the  exam** 
pie  given  on  the  aoth  of  June,  of  over- 
awing the  legiflative  power,  and  attacking 
the  executive,  by  a  mob. 

The  duke  of  Rochefoucauld  was  at  that 
time  Prefident  of  the  Department  of  Paris, 
and  was  zealous  to  bring  the  authors  of  that 
infurredlion  to  punifhment — the  zeal  he 
fhewed  upon  that  occafion  was  thought  to 
be  the  remote  caufis  of  his  murder. 

The  aflafTi nations  formerly  mentioned, 
that  were  committed  at  Clermont,  at  Gam- 
bray,  at  Charleville,  by  the  volunteers  as 
they  paffed  through  thefe  places,  feem  to 
have  proceeded  from  want  of  difcipline 
and  from  the  caprice,  pjejudice,  and  cruelty, 
which  are  fo  apt  to  gain  lipon  vulgar  and 
uninilru£ted  men,  aflembled  in  great  num- 
bers, and  under  no  controul.  Great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  fpread  the  opinion, 
fhat  fome  other  murders  which  hav^  been 

committed 


(  ^01   ) 

committed  in  the  provinces,  were  entirely 
owing  to  a  fudden,  unpremeditated  com- 
motion of  the  people  —  particularly  the 
horrid  afTafUnation  of  the  Duke  of  Roche- 
foucauld.  It  is  generally  believed,  however, 
that  the  murder'  of  this  nobleman  origi- 
nated in  more  diflant  caufes,  and  more 
concealed  promoters.  , 

M.  de  la  Rochefoucauld  was  a  man  of 
humanity  and  candour.    Unfeduced  by  the 

« 

advantages  enjoyed  by  thofe  of  his  own 
rank,  he  felt  with  generous  fympathy  for 
the  diftrefled  fituation  of  others :  he  be- 
held with  fatisfadion  the  overthrow  of  the 
old  arbitrary  fyftem  of  government,  in 
the  hopes  of  feeing  one  more  agreeable 
to  juftice  erefted  in  its  Head — A  friend  to 

monarchy  as  well  as  freedom,  M.  de  la 
Rochefoucauld  had  in  his  contemplation 
a  monarchy  of  milder  afpe£):  than  his  coun- 
try had  ever  enjoyed — more  limited  in  its 
nature,  but  with  fufficient  power  in  the 

Prince 
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« 

IVince  to   defend    his  prerogatives^    and 

fufficicnt  means  in  the  people  to  refift 
tjranny ;  more  agreeable  to  humanity^ 
more  conducive  to  the  general  happinefs, 
not  only  of  the  people,  which  is  infinitely 
the  moft  important  obje6^,  but  alfo  of  the 
Monarch  himfelf,  if  be  happens  to  be  a 
man  of  fenfe. 

The  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  was  Pre- 

ft 

£ulent  of  the  Department  of  Paris  on  the 
;(Oth   of  June    1792,  and  did  all  in  his 
power  in    the  firft  place  to  prevent,   and 
afterwards  to  difcover  and  bring  to  punifh-^ 
ment,  the  inftigators  of  the  fcandalous  ir- 
fuption  of  an  armed  multitude  into   the 
King's  palace- 
Having;  made  frequent  allufions  to  the 
tranfa£):ions  of  that  day,  I  ihall  here  give 
a  ihort  account  of  them* 

For  fevcral  days  before  the  aoth  of  Jane 
it  was  known  all  over  Paris,  that  the  inhabi* 
tants  of  th^e  Fau:^bourg6  of  St.  Antoine  and 

St,  MarceUc 
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St*  Marcelle  intended  to  march  in  arms  to  tli< 
Tuilcrxes,  on  pretence  of  prefenting  a  petition 
to  the  King — but  in  reality  with  the  defign  of 
intimidating  and  forcing  him  to  fan£tion  two 
decrees  of  the  National  AOfembly,  which  he 

» 

had  hitherto  refufed^ 

The  council  of  the  department  of  Paris, 

of  which  M.de  Rochefoucald  was  Prefident, 

». 

idid  every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent 
an  attempt  of  a  nature  fo  unjuftifiable,  fa 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  coa{litu<« 
tion^  and  which  might  be  attended  with  the 
moll  fatal  confequences. 

This  council  made  reprefentations  to  the 
Mayor  of  Paris,  to  the  Procureur  of  the 
Commune,  and  to  Santerre,  who  at  that 
time  was  commander  of  the  battalion  of 
Les  Enfans-trouves. 

But  unfortunately  thofe  to  whom  the 
council  of  the  department  made  thefe  re- 
prefentations, and  whofe  peculiar  duty 
it  was  to  prevent  the  intended  proceffion, 

were 
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were  the  very  people  who  had  planned  it» 
and  were '  fecretly  promoting  it  with  all 
their  influence. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  two  fuburbs  began 
to  afTemble  in  arms,  on  the  morning  of  the 
aoth  of  June,  at  the  place  where  the  Baftile 
formerly  flood.  As  accounts  of  this  came 
from  all  quarters,  to  thefe  fecret  iniligators, 
fome  of  whom  were  magiftrates^  they  could 
notdecentlyavoid  making  a  fhew  of  oppofing 
it.  When  the  multitude  were  at  the  height 
of  enthufiafm,  and  ready  to  march,  thofe 
magiflrates  appeared  in  their  municipal  fcarfs, 
and  gravely  admonijhed  the  people  to  depart 
peaceably  home,  lay  up  their  arms,  and  go  to 
bed.  "  You  have  si&tdyour  part,'*  faid  one 
of  the  rabble ;  *'  move  out  of  the  way,  and 
let  us  a£t  ours."  The  proceflion  began  at  nine 
in  the  morning  ;  the  battalion  of  St.  An- 
toine  marched  firft :  between  it  and  that  of 
St.  Marpelle  banners  were  carried,  fuffi-- 
ciently  exprcffive  of  the  dcfign  of  this  cere* 

mony^ 


« 

.    mony,  if  it  had  been  at  all  doubtful.     Oa 
one  was  infcribed  thefe  words, 

Tyrans,  tremblez,  ou  foyez  juftes, 
Et  refpedez  la  liberte  du  peuple  *. 
On  another, 
Louis,Je  peuple  eft  las  dc  fouiFrir  f. 
On  a  third, 

Tremblez  tyran,  ta  derniere  heure  eft 
venue  J- 

On  a  fourth, 

Le  rappel  des  miniftrcs,  la  fanftion  ou'la 
mqrt  §• 

Other  banners  were  carried^  ornamented 
with  \ile  allegorical  figures,  and  fuitable 
infcriptions. 

They  marched  to  the  hall  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  and  required  permiflion  to 
walk  through  it  in  proceflion,     A  member 

♦  Tyrants,  trcmWe,  or  be  juft, 
And  refpe^t  the  liberty  of  the  people, 
f  Lewis,  the  people  are  weary  of  fuffering. 
%  Tremble,  tyrant,  thy'laft.hour  is  come. 
$  The  recall  of  the  miniflers,  the  fan£iion,  or  death. 

made 
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made  a  fpeech  againll  the  graqting  of  this 
requeft,  giving  for  his  reafon,  that  the  pe- 
titioners were  armed,  and  in  great  numbers; 
but,  as  this  orator*s  eloquence,  while  it  op* 
pofed  the  mob*s  being  let  in,  proved  t^iat 
they  could  not  be  kept  out,  the  Affembly 
gracioufly  granted  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and,  in  confequence,  was  amufed 
for  three  hours  with  a  proceflion  of  armed 
men,  accompanied  by  women  and  children, 
marching  through  the  hall.  Among  other 
ingenious  emblems,  a  pair  of  old  black 
breeches  were  carried  on  a  pole,  with  this 
comfortable  infcription,  Libres — et  fans- 
culottes  .*. 

From  the  National  Aflembly  the  armed 
multitude  went  to  the  palace,  where  there 
i/vas  a  confiderable  number  of  troops  on 
duty ;  but  no  orders  having  been  given  to 
refiiV,  and  many  portions  of  the  multitude 
who  formed  the  proceflion  being  conducted 


♦  Frcc-rand  without  breeches* 


by 
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t 

by  men  drefTed  in  muaicipal  fcarfs,  tlio 
gardens  and  courts  of  the  Tulleries  werq 
crowded  in  an  inftant.  One  body  marched 
with  more  regularity  than  the  reft,  dragging 
fome  pieces  of  cannon  with  them,  and  cocH 
daded  by  Santerre,  and  Legendre  the 
biitchen — The  multitude  foon  after  rufhed 
into  every  apartment,  calling  aloud,  that 
they  muft  fee  the  King ;  thejr  had  a  petW 
tion  to  prefent.  M.  Acloque,  commandant 
of  the  fecond  legion  of  national  guards, 
having  placed  fome  grenadiers  at  the  door 
of  the  apartments  neareft  to  the  King's,  told 
two  municipal  officers  that  if  they  would 
prevent  the  mob  from  proceeding,  he  would 
inform  the  King  of  their  requeft,  and  th^t 
he  was  perfuaded  his  Majefly  would  receive 
twenty  of  their  number,  according  to  the 
law — ^He  then  went  to  the  door  of  the 
Ring's  apartment,  which  he  found  fhut-^ 
he  knocked,  and  begged  that  he  might  be 
inHantly^ admitted,  faying,  that  he  came  to 
fave  the  King's  life — The  door  of  the  chai^- 

ber 
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ber  was  opened  5  he  found  the  King,  with, 
the  Queen,  the  Prince,  the  Princefs  Royal, 
Madam  Elizabeth  the  King's  fifter,  and 
the  following  gentlemen:  the  Marechal 
dc  Mouchy,  Beaulicu,  Minifter  of  the  Fi* 
nanceSi  Lajard,  Minifter  of  War,  Terrier  dc 
Monciel,  Minifter  of  the  Home  Department, 
the.  Count  d'Hervilly,  Marechal  de  Camp 
and  Commander  of  the  Horfe  Gua^-ds. 

M,  Acloque,  perceiving  that  they  had  their 
fwords  drawn,  and  feemed  determined  to 
facrifice  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  royal 
family,,  entreated  them  to  fheath  their 
fwords,  otherwife  they  would  increafe  the 
danger  in  which  the  King  was — In  a  (hort 
tkne  a  great  noife  was  heard  at  the  door, 
the  rabble  were  breaking  it  open,  with 
pikes,  axes,  and  the  butt  end  of  mufquets. 
The  King  himfelf  ordered  the  doors  to  be 
•  thrown  open : — before  this  was  done,  the 
ends  of  fome  of  the  mufquets  and  pikes 
had  been  driven  through  the  door — twenty 
or  thirty  of  the  mob  burft  into  the  room. 

M.  Acloque 
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M.  Acloque  accofted  the!n  with  a  ^rni 
Voice :  **  Citizens,  refpeiS  your  King — the 
law  commands  it ;  and  we  will  all  perifh 
lather  than  iiiffer  his  being  infulted." — One 
*  iof  the  company  at  the  fame  inftant  calling 
out,  Vive  la  nation  !  Vive  le  Roi !  the  inr 
tniders  topped  fhort. 

Ittv^asthen  propofed  to  theKing^  that  he 
ihould  ftaad  on  a  feat  in  the  room  corn-* 
xnonly  called  L'OEil  de  Beuf,  to  prevent  his 
being  prefTed  upon,  and  that  he  might  be 
fecn  by  the  people,  who  were  entering  in 
great  numbers ;  to  which  he  confented*— - 
The  Queen,  at  the  King's  defire,  with  the 
royal  children^  went  into  the  adjacent  room} 
but  Madame  Elizabeth  kept  conftantly 
by  hiis  fide,  rejeding  every  entreaty  that 
Was  made  by  the  King  himfelf  and  others 
to  quit  hiin  for  an  inftant. 

Gn  the  fixth  of  Oftober  1789,  when 
the, mob  marched  from  Paris  to  Verfailles 
and  broke  into  the  palace,  the  Princefs  Eli-- 

VOL.  II.  P  zabeth 
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zabeth  attached  herfelf  to  the  perfon  of  the 
Queen,  vrhofe  life  (he  knew  was  at  that 
time  more  threatened  by  thofe  ruffians  than 
that  of  her  brother ;  and  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  as  he  was  in  greater  danger,  fhe 
adhered  to  him. 

Four  grenadiers  of  the  national  guards 
appearing  at  the  door,  the  Princefs,  who 
had  betrayed  no  fymptom  of  fear  on  her 
own  account^  burft  into  tears  at  fight  of 
them^  and  faid,  *'  Afj!  MeJJieurs^  defender  k 

Roir 

Thofe  four  grenadiers,  an  officer  of 
chafleurs,  a  cannonier^  with  the  gentlemen 
above  mentioned,  placed  themfelves  around 
the  King  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  and 
with  admirable  conftancy  kept  off  the 
prelFure  of  the  crowd,  and  proted3:ed  the 
perfon  of  the  King  for  above  three  hours  ; 
the  Marechal  de  Monchy,  in  fpite  of  his 
great  age,  remaining  the  wholeti  me.  All 
the  adjacent  rooms,  mean-while,  fwarmed 

with 
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With  a  mixed  rabble  of  men  and  women, 
armed  with  pikes,  fabres,  fticks  with  knlvev 
fixed  at  their  ends,  fufils  and  piftols  ;  many 
of  them  calling,  ^'  £n  has  le  veto,  au  diable 
le  veto !"  and  fome  of  them  flhiewing  fo  much 
fury,  that  thofe  around  the  King's  perfon 
had  difficulty  in  keeping  them  off. 

One  fellow,  mounted  on  a  chair,  fpoke 
to  the  King  in  the  mod  audacious  manner, 

* 

requiring  the  recal  of  the  patriot  minifters, 
meaning  Roland,  Claviere,  and  Servan, 
whom  the  King  had  a  little  before  difmifled ; 
he  alfo  required  that  the  two  decrees  fhould 
obtain  his  approbation. — To  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  anfwered  with  firmnefs,  "  Je  ferai  cc 
que  je  croirai  devoir  faire ;  maia  ce  n*eft  pas 
ni  le  lieu,  ni  le  moment,  de  me  faire  une 
pareille  demande*.'* 
A  red  cap  was  reached  to  the  King  at 

*  I  ^ili  do  what  I  ought  ^  but  this  is  neither  the 
place  nor  the  time  to  make  a  reqaeft  of  that  nature. 

P  a  the 
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th«  end  of  a  pike^  by  a  man  who  cried^  Vive 
la  nation  ! — The  King  faid,  "  La  nation  n  a 
de  meillieur  ami  que  moi  *•"  On  which 
the  other  infolently  added,  **  Eh  bieo^ 
donnez  nous  en  la  preuve  en  mettaut  Ic 
bonrict  rouge, et  en  criant  "Vive  la  nation  !f'* 

On  attempting  to  put  on  the  red  cap,  it 
was  found  too  fmall  for  the  King's  head ; 
but  a  grenadier  having  ftretched  it  i^oa 
his  knee,  the  King  put  it  on,  and  wore  it 
as  long  as  the  mob  remained. 

At  one  time,  when  the  noife  and  con- 
fufion  was  greater  than  ufual,  a  grenadier^ 
addreffing  the  King,  faid,  "  Su-e,  n'ayez 
pas  peur,"  On  which  he  anfwercd,  "  I  am. 
not  in  the  leaft  afraid,  friend.'*  So  ^ying,  he 
prefTed  the  foldier's  hand  to  hi^  breaft,  that 
he  might  feel  that  his  heart  beat  calmly. 

*  The  nation  has  no  better  friend  than  I  am. 
f  Prove  it  then,  by  putting  on  die  red  cap,  and  by- 
crying  **  Vive  la  nation  !" 

S  Among 
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Among  thofe  armed  with  various  wea- 
pom,  one  ruffian  brandifhed  a  pike  with  the 
heart  of  a  calf  ftuck  on  the  point,  from 
which  hung  a  label,  with  this  infcription, 
"  CcEur  des  ariftocrates  f.^^ 

« 

To  the  noify  requidtions  that  were  made 
from  all  corners  of  **Otez  le  veto!  rappellez 
le  miniftres !"  the  King  anfwered,  that  he 
would  do  what  was  juft. — Legendre  the 
butcher,  thinking  this  expreffion  rather 
equivocal,  took  this  opportunity  of  giving 
the  monarch  a  fpecimen  of  his  eloquence. — 
**  Monjieur^^  faid  Legendre — the  King  feem- 
ing  a  little  furprifed  at  this  new  ftyle  and 
manner^  for  this  man's  manner  is  as  extra- 
ordinary as  his  ftyle — "  Monjieur^^  repeated 
Legendre,  "  ecoutez  nous ;  oui  Monfieur^ 
vous  6te8  fait  pour  nous  ecouter,  vous  etes 
iin  perfide,  vous  nous  avez  toujours  trompes, 
vous   noui   trompez  encore  j   mais   prenez 

*  The  heart  of  ariftocrates. 

P  3  garde 
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garde  a  vous  Mondeur,  la  mefnre  ed  a  fon 
comble,'  et  le  pcuple  eft  las  de  fe  voir  votrc 
jouet  *. 

In  a  company  lately,  where  the  conver- 
fation  turned  on  the  condu£l  of  Legendrc, 
every  body  prefcnt  blamed  it,  except  one 
young  Frenchman,  who,  although  of  high 
birth,  diftinguilhcs  himfelf  by  violent  demo- 
cratic principles :  he  urged,  by  way  of  de^ 
fending  Legendre,  that  he  did  not  fpeak  in 
his  own  name,  but  in  that  of  the  nation ; 
'  that  he  reprefented  the  tfiajcjiy  of.  the  peuple 
fouverain.  The  company  fmiled  ;  fome  of 
them  were  deputies,  who^  however  expe- 
dient it  might  be  to  ufe  this  language  in 
the  tribune,  did  not  expeft  to  hear  it  in 
private  fociety. — ^I   ventured   to   repeat   a 

*  Sir,  liftcn  to  us — yes.  Sir,  it  is  your  duty  to  attend 
to  us ;  you  have  always  deceived  us,  you  deceive  us 
ftill ;  but  take  care  what  you  are  about,  Sir,  the  meafure 
of  our  patience  is  full,  and  the  people  are  tired  of  being 

your  dupes. 

.  * 

ftory 


.  / 
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fiory  I  had  heard,  of  an  £ngli(h  gentlemaa 
celebrated  for  wit,  that,  walking  in  the  ftreets 
of  London  with  a  democratic  acquaintance 
of  his,  who  frequently  ufed  the  expreffion 
the  majcjiy  of  the  people^  they  met  a  couple 
of  chimney- fweeps;  the  gentleman  took  off 
his  hat,  and  made  them  a  very  formal  and 
low  bow  as  they  paflTed.  His  acquaintance 
afked  what  he  meant — I  was  only  fliewing 
the  refpeil,  replied  the  other,  which  is  due 
from  every  loyal  fubjeft  to  two  princes  of 
the  blood, 

Tl^is  gentleman,  it  is  probable,  judged  of 
their  aflSnity  merely  from  their  external 
refemblance  to  the  Sovereign ;  but  Legendre 
could  boaft  of  an  affinity  in  more  efTential 
points,  an  unyielding  firmnefs  of  heart,  a 
decifiyc  promptitude  of  execution,  a  difpo* 
fition  which,  fo  far  from  being  deprefled, 
finds  matter  of  mirth  and  pleafantry  in 
fcgnes  of  honor,  when  they  arc  thought 

P  4  neceflaty 
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ncccffary  to  promote  the  great  caufe  :  thefe 
are  features  of  energy  vrhich  have  diftin* 
guifhed  the  Peuple  Souverain  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolution,  and  in  which 
Legendre  bears  a  ftriking  likenefs  to  the 
monarch  he  was  faid  to  reprefent, 

A  deputation  confiding  of  twelve  mem-^ 
bers  of  the  National  Affembly,  among  whom 
were  Ifnard  and  Vergniaud,  at  length  ar- 
rived—Ifnard  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
people  who  filled  the  room,  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  them  to  withdraw,  repeating  fi'c- 
quently^  that  he  would  be  anfwerable  on 
his  life  that  tliey  fhould  be  fatisfied. — T\\% 
had  little  effedt,  the  noife  and  exclamations 
of  *^  Rappellez  les  miniftres !  6tez  1?  veto!'** 
recommenced^ 

Vergniaud  alfo  fpoke  to  the  fame  pur-r 
pofe,  and  with  as  little  fuccefs. 

* 

*  Recal  tlic  miniftcrs,  remove  the  veto, 
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'The  noife  and  confufion  continued  till 
paft  five  in*  the  evening,  when  Petion 
arrived,  accompanied  by  Sergent,  a  mu«- 
tiicipal  o$cer«  Petion  approaching  the 
King,  laid,  *•  Sire,  I  was  only  this  mo^ 
ment  informed  of  the  (it nation  in  which 
you  are." 

That  is  extraordinary,  replied  the  King, 

for  I  have  been  in  this  fituation  above  three 

hours* 

Petion  then  Handing  on  a  chair  advifed 

the  people  to  retire,  ending  his  harangue 
with  the  following  very  curious  expreflionc, 
which  one  who  was  prefent  wrote  a  little 
after  and  allowed  me  to  copy :  "  Citoyens, 
vous  venez  de  faire  entendre  vos  vocux  au 
reprefentant  hereditaire,  avec  Tenergie  et  la 
dignjte  d*un  peuple  libre  qui  conuolt  fes 
droits.  Le  Roi  fait  n^aintenant  les  inten^ 
tions  du  Souverairi^  et  fans  doute  ii  y  aura 
^gard.     il  convient  que  vOus  vous  retifez 

ave<j 
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AV€C  calme  et  decence,  afin  qu'on  ne  putflc 
pas*Galomnier  vos  intentionisV^ 

After  this,  the  people  af  the  Mayor's  re* 
peated  requeft  began  to  withdraw  ;— when 
a  fecond  deputation  from  the  National  Af- 
fembly  arrived,  one  of  the  members  of 
which  addreffed  the  King  in  a  refpe£tful 
manner^  afHiring  hin^  ths^^  fach  member 
was  ready  to  prefent  his  body  as  a  fiiicld  to 
rover  his  Majefty's* 

It  could  not  efcape  the  King,  however, 
ihat  he  might  have  been  cut  in  pieces  three 
hours  before  the  fhields  arrived. 

While  thefe  things  wer^  pafling  in  th^ 

m 

♦  Citizens,  you  have  now  made  your  (IcCres  knowi| 
to  the  hereditary  rcprcfcntative,  with  that  energy  and  dig- 
jiity  which  becomes  a  free  people  who  underftand  their 
i^hts.  The  King  at  prefent  knows  the  intentions  of  the 
Jbvfriigfff  and  undoubtedly  will  pay  a  proper  regard  to 
t^cm.  Tou  ought  now  to  withdraw  with  cahnnefs  and 
^cency^that  your  intentions  may  not  be  calumniated. 

CEU 
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(£11  de  Beuf,  the  Queen  entered  the  councU^ 
chamber,  attended  by  the  Prince  and  Princei^ 
Royal,  by  Madame  de  Lamballe,  Mme» 
Tourzelle,  Mme.  de  Mau,  Mme.  de  Soucy« 
Her  Majefly  (hewed  much  uneafmefs  on  ac« 
count  of  the  fituation  in  which  fhe  had  left 
the  King,  till  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  firft 
legion  of  Parifian  guards,  with  fome  foldiers; 
came  and  aflured  her  that  the  King  was  in 
fafety,  and  lurrounded  by  faithful  fervants* 

M.  de  WittengofF,  a  general  officer,  entered 
the  room  followed  by. a  number  of  people 
of  both  fexes,  among  whom  was  a  woman 
with  a  red  cap  in  her  hand.  She  prefented 
the  cap  to  Wittengoff,  defiring  him  to  give 
it  to  the  Queen  to  wear,  adding,  that  fhe 
had  juil  left  the*  King,  who  at  that  moment 
had  the  cap  of  Liberty  on  his  head. 

It  would  a^ppear  that  the  General  did  not 

think  it   expedient  to  «reje£t  the  womai\!s 

pfopofal ;  which  the  QueeQ  perceivingt  ^nd 

2  being 


being  ihbcl:ed  at  ihi  idea  of  wearing  thtf 
tap,  faid  tS  Wittengoff,  "  Vous  voyez 
Monfieur,  que  ce  bonnet  ne  peut  aller  fur  ma 
t^te :"  fee  then  put  it  on  the  head  of  the 
Prince.  This  fatisfied  the  woman  and  her 
followers. 

Santerre  entered  the  council-chamber 
foon  after,  followed  by  a  new  crowd,  who 
];iaving  already  feen  the  King,  now  de- 
manded a  fight  of  the  Queen,  which  San- 
terre had  undertaken  to  procure  them. — He 
immediately  required  that  thofe  who  flood 
immedmtely  before  her  Maj^fly  (hould  open 
to  the  right  and  left,  that  the  people  who 
followed  him  might  have  a  full  view  of  her 
and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family  j  which  was 
done,  Santerre  gracioujly  affurihg  the  Queen 
that  fee  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
the  people,  who  were  wonderfully  good^ 
and  only  wifeed  to  be  gratified  with  a  fight 
of  her  as  they  if^alked  oilt ;  and  perceiving 

that 
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liat  die  Prince  was  heated  with  tbc  cap,  be 
added,  ^^  Otez  le  bonnet  a  cet  enfant  *." 

Santerre's  aflurances,  however,  did  not 
prevcfit  (bixie  of  the  people,  who  were  not 
quite  fo  good  as  the  reft,  from  infuking  the 
Queen,  as  they  paffed,  with  very  abominaUe 
language. 

The  crowd  having  mofUy  retired,  and  the 
King  having  left  the  CEil  de  Beuf  to  go  to 
what  are  called  the  petits  apartemens^  the 
Frincefs  Elizabeth  was  going  to  wait  on  the 
Queen  in  the  council-chamber,  when  a  group 
of  the  mob  which  ilill  lingered  in  the  palace, 
miftaking  her  for  the  Queen^  began  to  in- 
fult  her  J  on  which  one  of  the  Princefs's  at- 
tendants was  going  to  undeceive  thehi,  but 
(he  with  noblenefs  of  mind  prevented  this, 
left  the  people  who  were  infuking  her,  being 
informed  of  their  miftake,  (hould  have  tranf- 

ferred  their  abufe  to  the  unhappy  Queen. 

% 

*  Take  the  cap  from  that  xiald*t  head. 

It 
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It  appeared  from  the  witnelTes  examined 
on  this  bufinefs,  that  great  pains  had  been 
taken  with  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Antoine,  for 
a  confiderable  time  previous  to  the  20th  of 
June,  to  work  them  up  to  this  criminal 
meafure :  for  it  merits  that  epithet  in  a  high 
degree,  even  although  what  is  by  no  means 
clear  were  entirely  admitted,  namely  that 
no  more  was  intended  than  to  prevail  on 
the  King  to  recall  the  former  minifters,  and 
to  remove  the  negative  he  had  given  to  the 
two  decrees ;  becaufe,  to  prevail  on  the  King 
by  fuch  means  was  open  rebelliop  againft 
the  government,  and  ruinous  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion^  and  might  have  been  attended  with  the 
immediate  maflacre  of  the  royal  family,  and 
other  dreadful  confequenccs,  all  of  which 
the  promoters  of  this  proceffion  were  an* 
fwerable  for. 

The  adive  and  apparent  promoters  of  it 

< 

(for  others  are  ftrongly  fufpcded  who  were 
not  fworn  againft  by  the  witneflcs)  were, 

Santcrrc, 
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Santerre^  at  that  time  commander  of  the  bat« 
talion  of  Enfans  trouv^s,  Legendre,  Fournier ' 
«a  American,  Rotondo  an  Italian,  Buirette 
a  glafs-maker,  RoTignol  a  goldfmitb,  Gonor  , 
who  was  called  the  conqueror  of  the  Baftillc, 

Brierre  a  wine- merchant,  and  St.  Huriige^ 
who  rendered  himfelf  more  notorious  after- 
wards in  the  month  of  September,  and  Ni- 
colas, fapeur  or  miner  to  the  battalion  which 
Santerre  commanded*     Thefe  men  had  fre- 
quent nightly  meetings  at  the  houfe  of  San- 
terre,  where  they  drew   yp   the   motions 
that  were  to  be  made  in  the  groups  at  the 
Tuileries,  the  Palais-royal,    the   Place   de 
Gr^ve,    and   to  the   multitude   which  af- 
.  fembled  in  the  Place  de  la  Baftill^.     They 
fometimes  met  alfo  in  the  chamber  of  the 
committee  of  the  feftion  of  Enfans  trouves, 
to  compofe  placarts  to   be  pofted  on  the 
walls ;  and  at  thofe  meetings  Chabot  had 
frequently  made  harangues,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  tq  encourage  the  audience  to 

promote 
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< 

{tfomote  tfie  intended  proceffion,  whicti  hi 
affured  them  the  National  AITembly  ex^ 
pe£ted)  and  would  receire  with  fatiafil^Qn# 

From  the  evidence  it  aUb  appearedi 
^  that  after  coming  from  the  National  Affirm* 
bly^  the  people  (hewed  no  difpofition  to  force 
their  way  into  the. palace,  till  Saaterre,  ac^ 
companied  by  Saint  Huruge^  cahie  among 
them,  and  alked  why  they  did  not  enter  the 
palace,  as  it  was  for  that  purpofe  alone  that 
they  had  aflembled  ;  and  that  it  was  in  coa«« 
fequence  of  diredions  from  Panis,  and  an- 
other municipal  officer,  that  the  gates  oi 
the  Tuileries  had  been  broken  open." 

In  confequence  of  the  proof  of  thefe  f^Gts^ 
the  Council  of  the  department  of  Paris  de- 
creed, that  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  and  the  Pro- 
cureur  of  the  Commune,  who  bad  been  fre- 
quently advertifed  by  the  Council  of  the  in- 
tended proceffion,  had  not  done  what  their 
duty  required  to  prevent,  but  had  rathcf 
countenanced  it,  and  therefore  ihould  befuf^ 

pended 
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pended  from  the  exercife  of  their  offices  ; 
but  this  decree  requiring  the  fandlion  of 
the  King,  his  Majefty  wiflied  to  give 
no  opinion  nor  decifion  on  the  fubjeft, 
as  he  was  perfonally  concerned  in  it.  He 
therefore  referred  the  whole  matter  to  the 
National  Aflembly ;  but  his  enemies  there 
being  refolved  to  drive  him  to  the  difagree** 
able  alternative  of  either  difapproving  of  the 
decree  of  the  Council^  or  incurring  the 
odium  of  being  the  immediate  cjiufe  of  fuf^ 
pending  the  popular  Mayor^  had  fufficient 
influence  to  get  the  Aflembly  to  refufe  giv- 
ing any  opinion  on  the  fubjed):,  until  the 
King  ihould  confirm  or  annul  the  fentence 
of  the  Council.  His  Majcfty  therefore 
confirmed  the  decree ;  which  he  had  no 
fooner  done,  than  the  National  Aflembly 
took  the  whole  matter  into  their  confidera** 
tion,  and  reinftated  the  Mayor  and  Procu- 
reur  in  their  offices. 

From  this  time  it  was  clear  that  the  con-* 
VOL,  II.  Q^  dilution 
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ftitution  was  at  an  end,  that  a  plan  was 
formed  for  the  deftruftion  of  royaltyy  and 
that  the  bed  meafurc  the  King  couM  adopt 
was  to  attempt  at  any  rilk  to  remove  him.felf 
and  his  family  out  of  the  reach  of  the  mob 
of  Paris.  To  this  he  was  often  prefled  by 
his  friends,  who  thought,  that  if  he  were 
even  removed  as  far  as  Fontainebleau',  there 
was  fuch  indignation  in  the  minds  of  the 
moll  refpe<flable  citizens  all  over  France 
at  the  fcandalous  tranladionson  the  20th  of 
June,  that  they  would  have  united  againft 
the  anarchifts'  of  Paris,  and  given  fiich  force 
to  the  executive  power,  as,  without  injuring 
freedom,  would  have  fuppreffed  them,  and 
prevented  the  dreadful  diforders  which  have 
fmce  taken  place.  But  his  Majefty,  proba* 
bly  deterred  by  the  ilf  fuccefs  of  his  flight  to 

% 

Varennes,  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
a  fecond  attempt  of  the  fame  nature. 

Difgufted  with  a  feries  of  crimes  which 
lie  could  neither  prevent  nor  puniih,  ^nd 

finding  , 
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finding  that  his  prefence  in  Paris  was  neithet 
of  ufe   to  his  country    nor    to  the  King, 
the  Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  withdrew  from 
the     capital    to    his    villa    in   Normandy^ 
from  whence,  on  account  of  his  health,  he 
foon  after  went  to  the  medicinal  waters  of 
Forger,  where  he  was  during  the  dreadful 
period  of  the  maflacres  in  September,  and 
where   a  commiffioner    from   the    general 
council  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  arrived 
with  an  order  to  arreft  and  condufh  him  to 
the  capitaL     This  commiffioner' was  a  man, 
of  more  humanity  than  thofe  ufually  em-» 
ployed  by  the  council  on  fimilar  occafions ; 
he  readily  agreed  to  the  propofal  of  accom- 
panying the  Duke  in  the  firft  place  to  his 
own  houfc  at  Roche-Guyon,  with  a  view 
that   the  agitation  which  exifted   at   Paris 
might  have  time  to  fubfide  before  he  (hould 

arrive,  and  in  the  hopes  that  the  Duke's 

« 

friends  might  be  able  to  have  the  order  re- 
called* — In  company  with  Mr.  de  la  Roche- 

Q^  foucauld, 
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foucauld  was  the  Ducheffe  D'Ativille  ht§ 
mother,  and  the  Duchefs  his  wife.  On  the 
road  between  Forges  and  Rbche-Guyoo, 
they  flopped  at  Gifors  :  during  this  period, 
moft  unfortunately  a  battalion  of  National 
Guards  arrived,  among  whom  fome  of  the 
Paris  afTaflinSf  as  is  fufpe£ted,  were  mixed. 
Thefe  villains  immediately  fhewed  a  dif- 
pofition  to  murder  the  Duke,  who,  being 
more  folicitous  for  the  fafcty  of  bis  mother 
and  his  wife  than  for  his  own,  and  fearing 
that  they  might  be  injured  or  infulted  if  he 
remained  with  them,  he  perfuaded  them  to 
goon.  The  Duke  himfelf  afterwards  walked 
to  his  carriage  under  the  proteftion  of  the 
Mayor  of  Gifors,  the  Commifliooer,  and 
fomc  of  the  national  guards  ;  but  he  was, 
notwithflanding,  followed  by  the  affailins 
loading  him  all  the  way  with  abufive  lan- 
guage, till  one  of  them  having  found  means 
of  coming  very  near  the  Duke,  threw  a 
flone  with  fuck  force  that^  ilriking  him  on 

the 
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the  temple,  it  killed  him  on  the  fpot,  and 
fom6  of  the  wretches  immediately,  on  feeing 
him  fall,  cried, «  Vive  la  Nation !" 

The  French  nation  is  difgraced  by  fuch  an 
exclamation  on  fuch  an  occaGon ;  and,  were 
I  not  convinced  that  the  majority  deteft  the 
actions  and  ficken  at  the  exclamations  of 
fuch  wretches,  I  ihould  join  in  fentiment 
with  thofe  who  wifh  it  wafhed  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  globe. 

0£kober  24. 

In  a  converfation  which  I  had  this  day 
with  a  member  of  the  Convention,  I  de- 
livered my  fentiments  pretty  freely  upon  the 
fubjedl  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  de  la  Roche- 
foucauld, and  fome  iimilar  events  which 
have  taken  place  of  late  in  France :  he  ex- 
preffed  the  utmoft  liorror  at  them,  but  added 
that  fcenes  of  the  fame  kind  had  been  afted 
in  every  country  of  Europe  in  times  of  rc- 
Tolution  and  diffention,  when  great  interells 

Q^  3  were 
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were  at  flake,  and  when  the  human  paffions 
were  inflamed  and  agitated  in  the  higheil 
degree.  He  mentioned  certain  barbarous 
cruelties  which  had  been  committed,  on 
both  fides,  during  the  conteft  between  the 
white  rofe  and  the  red  in  England  :  he  en- 
larged on  the  mafTacre  in  Ireland  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firfl,  and  on  the  perfi- 
dious afiair  of  Glenco  in  Scotland  iix  the 
reign  of  King  Wijliam.  He  added  that, 
every  thing  confidered,  perhaps  it  belonged 
lefs  to  one  of  my  nation  than  of  any  other, 
to  complain  of  the  excefTes  of  revolutions  or 
civil  diffenfions  j  and  with  a  ftnil^  he  qupt64 
from  Juvenal : 

^  Quis  tule^it  Gracchos  de  feditione  querentes  i 

I  did  not  choofe  to  pufh  the  argument 
farther,  although,  with  iiefpe£t  to  the  reci- 
procal cruelties  which  were  committed  <iur- 
ing  the  contefl  between  the  white  rofe  and 
the  r^d,  the  remark  was  obYious,  that  what 

9,  nation 
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a  nation  had  done  dufing  an  age  of  barba- 
rifm  and  fuperftition,  is  not  to  be  compared 
with  that  of  another  in  the  days  of  know- 
ledge and  refinement — and  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  difHcult  to  fhew  that  the  barbarities 
he  enumerated  which  had  been  committed 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  were  equalled 
by  thofe  committed  in  France  at  the  fame 
periods ;  in  which  cafe,  there  has  been  fuch 
aa  accumulation  here  of  late,  that,  on  com- 
paring  accounts,  a  mod  dreadful  balance 
of  horrors  would  remain  with  {his  country* 
I  find  fome  people  believe,  or  pretend  to 
believe,  that  the  murder  of  the  Duke  of 
Rochfoucauld  was  the  accidental  tSe&,  of  the 
fudden  frenzy  of  a  few  volunteers  ;.but  many 
circumflances  do  not  admit  of  that  opinion. 
The  magiftrates  of  Gifors,  although  they 
wifhed  to  protect  the  Duke,  did  not  feize  and 
pjuniih  his  afTafiins,  which  looks  as  if  they  fuf- 
pe£ted  that  the  afTailins  a£ted  under  itbe  di- 

redion  of  fome  men  whofe  enmity  the  magi- 

0^4  ftrates. 
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ftrates  were  afraid  of  incurring:  and  when  we 
recoiled  that  the  Duke's  condud,  immedi* 
ately  before  and  after  the  20th  of  June,  was 
highly  ofFenfive  to  thofe  who  fpirited  up 
the  (hameful  infurredtiQn  of  that  day;  when 
we  recollc£l  the  charaders  of  fome  of  them 
who  were  afterwards  members  of  the  new 
formed  council  of  the  Commune  de  Paris, 
and  the  orders*  for  arreft  which  they  iffued 
previous  to  the  2d  of  September;  it  willfeem 
much  more  probable  that  the  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Rochefoucauld  proceeded  from  in- 
ftrudions  from  fome  of  thcm^  than  from  a 
.  fudden  impulfe  of  the  adtual  murderers. 

If  any  thing  could  render  this  crime  more 
atrocious,  it  would  be,  that  a  man  who 
lies  uftder  the  higheft  obligations  to  the 
Duke,  was  the  planner  of  his  aflaifination. 
This  idea  has  been  propagated  notwith-* 
ftanding  its  enormity,  and  perhaps  is  circu- 
'lated  the  more  on  that  very  account ;  for  the 
minds  of  fome  people  are  peculiarly  at- 

tached 
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Cached  to  the  wonderfuU  and  they  are  fe 
fond  of  repeating  what  creates  the  greateft 
emotion^  of  whatever  nature  that  emotk)n  is, 
that  the  very  circumflance  which  renders  4 
ilory  lefs  credible,  is  an  inducement  for  one 
fet  of  people  to  repeat  it,  and  another  to  be- 
lieve it.  Much  ftronger  prefumptive  proof 
than  any  I  have  heard,  is  neceflary  to  in- 

duce  me  to  think  any  man  capable  of  fuch 
aggravated  wickednefs,  particularly  if  the 
purfuits  of  his  life  have  been  of  a  nature  to 
humanize  the  heart  as  well  as  to  enlighten 
the  underftanding,  and  if  the^  fad  can  be 
fully  accounted  for,  without  fuppofing  hioi 
to  have  had  any  diredt  or  indired  hand 
in  it. 

0£lober  ^6. 

The  party  which  is  formed  againft  Ro- 
land and  the  Girondifts  *  manifcft  already 

as 

♦  Yergniaud,  Genfonne,  Guadct,  and  fomc  others 
diftinguiflied  for  their  talents,  arc  deputies  from  the  de- 

palrtment 
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as  much  enmity  to  them  as  the  fame  party 
did  to  the  xourt  for  turning  Roland  but  of 
pffice.  What  renders  them  very  formidable 
is  the  influence  their  leaders  have  in  the 
Jacobin  fociety,  which  .  begins  to  murmur 
againft  Roland  and  all  his  friends.  To  Brif- 
fot  they  flfiew  fuch  peculiar  diflike,  that  he 
was  lately  expelled  from  the  fociety ;  he 

partment  of  Gironde,  and  fupport  Roland  ;  many  otliers 
have  joined  them,  and  the  whole  are  called  Glrondifts 
or  Rolandifts  ;  and  Marat,  who  hat  a  determined  ha^ 
tred  to  BriiTot,  foinetime$  calls  them  in  his  journal 
Briflbtins,  and  the  whole  clafs  Roland  Briflbtins.  Al- 
though Condorcet  is  of  more  eminence  in  the  literary 
world  than  any  I  have  enumerated  as  the  friends  of  Ro- 
land, I  have  not  mentioned  him,  becaufe  his  conduct  of 
late  is  thought  equivocal ;  it  is  not  quite  clear  whether 
he  means  to  attach  himfelf  to  Roland  or  Danton. 

Barrere,  deputy  from  the  department  of  tlie  High  Py- 
renees,  who  was  a  member  of  the  condituent  aflferably 
without  being  much  diflinguifhed,  begins  to  be  thought 
of  more  importance  in  the  Convention  :  he  has  not  hi- 
therto taken  a  decided  part  with  cither  party,  but,  I  am 
told,  he  is  courted  by  both. 

*       X  *  probably 
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probably  obtained  this  diflinflion  on  account 
of  ,fome  paragraphs  which  have  lately  ap^ 
peared  in  the  daily  paper  fappofed  to  be 
conduced  by  him.  Marat  is  there  treated 
with  a  contempt  which  may  be  due  to  his 
talents,  but  which  it  is  not  prudent  to  £hew 
for  a  man  who  is  dill  a  favourite  of  the 
rabble,  and  has  fome  of  the  mod  defperate 
of  them  under  his  diredtion.  .  In  the  fame 
paper  Danton  is  glanced  at  with  feverity, 
and  Robefpierre  is  turnied  into  ridicule,  in  a 
manner  that  would  not  be  readily  forgiven 
by  a  man  of  a  lefs^ implacable  difpofition. 

Brifibt  is  a  little  man,  of  an  intelligent 
countenance,   but   of  a  weakly  frame    of 

^ 

body. 

While  many  of  the  Deputies,  even  thofe 
who  are  no  way  obnoxious  to  the  violent 
party,  carry  pocket-piftols,  or  canes  which 
contain  fwords  ;  Briflbt  walks  through  the 
ftreets,  at  all  hours,  without  fo  much  as  a 

(witch  in  bis  hand. 
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An  acquaintance  of  his  told  me  that  he  had 
fpoken  of  this  to  him  as  a  piece  of  great  im* 
prudence,  confidering  the  number  of  his  ene* 

mies,  many  of  whom  he  thought  capable  of 
^flaflination.To  this  remonftrance  Briflbt  an* 
fwered  with  a  carelefs  air, "  S'ils  font  decides 
a  m'airaflinery  ils  en  trouveroient  aifement  le 
moyen  de  quelque  manierre  que  je  fufle 
arme  :  d'ailleurs  je  fuis  d'une  conflitution  fi 
foible,  que  ne  pouvant  faire  qu'une  trifle  de- 
fenfe,  je  prefererois  Thonneur  de  n'en  point 
faire  du  tout." 

But  timidity  is  not  to  be  placed  among 

this  man's  failings,  nor  prudence  among  his 

.  virtues. 

If  Briflbt  is  too  little  afFeded  by  the  ran- 
cour of  his  enemies,  Roland  fliews  too  much 

•  If.  they  arc  determined  to  afTafllnate  me,  they  will 
find  the  means  whatever  arms  I  may  carry  j  befides,  I 
am  of  fo  feeble  a  conftitutlon,  that,  confcious  of  being 
unable  to  makj  a  good  rcfiftance,  I  think  it  more  ho- 
nourable to  make  none. 

fcnfibility 
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ieniibility  to  the  attacks  which  are  made  on 
him,  and  this  is  one  reafon  perhaps  for  their 
being  continued  with  fuch  fpirit  and  perfe- 
Terance.  Infinuations  tending  to  render 
*him  unpopular,  not  only  appear  in  certaia 
daily  journals,  but  accufations  againfl:  him 
are  fometimes  pafted  on  the  walls.  He  alludes 
to  thefe  rather  too  often  in  his  addreflfes  to  the 
Convention,  which  are  fometimes  thought 
laboured  and  pompous.  While  one  of 
this  kind  was  reading  in  the  aiTembly,  I 
heard  one  of  the  deputies  fay  peeviflily, 
"  Cet  homme  pretend  nous  gouverner  par 
des  phrafes*."  Another,  fiirugging  up  his 
fhoulders,  faid,  "  II  ne  chcrche  qu'a  faire 
admirer  la  beaute  de  fon  flile  t«*'  To  which 
the   member  who  fat    next   him    replied, 

•  This  man  thinks  to  govern  us  by  fine  fentences, 
t  His  only  obje£t  is  to  make  us  admire  the  beauty  of 
his  ftyle. 

6  "  Auffi 


(  ^38    ) 

**  Auffi  y  i-euflSt  il  quelqucfois  avec  Taide  de 
• «  fa  fcmmcV 

The  tendency  of  thefe  addrefTes  and  let- 
teiB  generally  is,  after  exculpating  himfelf 
from  the  charges  above  mentioned,  to  provft 
the  neceflity  of  order  and  fubmifBon  to 
law. 

But  if  a  Minifter  takes  the  trouble  of  an- 
fwering,  in  the  National  AiTembly,  all  ano- 
nymous accufations  made  againft  him,  nei- 
ther he  nor  the  Aflfembly  will  be  able  to  do 
any  other  bufmefs;  and  if  he  has  no  other 
means  of  producing  order  and  fubmif&on 
to  law  than  by  fpeeches  and  addrefles,  there 
is  no  probability  of  their  being  produced 
foon. 

Some  of  thefe  compofitions  however  arc 
very  good  in  themfelves. 

&€d  nunc  non  erat  bis  locus. 

•  In  which  he  fometimes  fucceeds,  with  the  afiiilancc 
of  his  wife. 

—Can 
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— Can  It  be  thought  that  the  mca  who 
ftoriped  the  King's  palace,,  or  thofe  who  in-^ 
ftigated  to  th^  maflacres,  will  be  moved  from 
(heir  dcfigns  by  eloquence  or  argument  ? 

At  the  head  of  the  party  in  oppofition  to 
Roland  are  Danton  and  Robefpierre ;  after 
them  are  Couthon,  Bazire,  Thuriot,  Merlin 
dc  Thionville,  St.  Aftdre,  Camille  Def- 
moulins,  Chabot,  CoUot  d'Herbois,  Scrgent, 
Legendre,  Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Panis,  Marat* 

Robefpierre  is  a  man  of  fmall  fize,  and  a 
difagreeable  countenance,  which  announces 
more  fire  than  imderftanding  ;  in  his  calmed: 
moments,  he  conceals  with  difficulty  the  ha- 
tred  and  malignity  which  is  faid  to  exifl  in 
his  heart,  and  which  his  features  are  admt* 
rably  formed  to  exprefs.  He  diftinguifii- 
ed  himfelf  in  the  Conftituent  AfTembly 
by  the  violence  of  his  fpeeches,  and  much 
more  fince,  in  the  Jacobin  fociety,  by  the 
violence  of  his  meafures.  His  eloquence  is 
employed  in  invedivcs  againft  tyrants  and 
ariflocrates,  and  in  declamations  in  praifisr  of 

Liberty. 
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Liberty.  His  fpceches  are  barren  m  afgu- 
ment)  but  fometimes  fertile  in  the  flowers  of 
fancy. 

Robefpierre  is  confidered  as  an  enthufiaft 
rather  than  a  hypocrite :  fome  people  think 
him  both,  which  is  not  without  example  ; 
but,  to  me,  he  feems  to  be  too  much  of  the 
firft  to  be  a  great  dea^  of  the  fecond. 

He  has  always  refufed  every  office  of  emo«* 
lucent :  his  paffion  is  popularity,  not  ava- 
rice ;  and  he  is  allowed,  even  by  thofe  who 
deteft  many  parts  of  his  charader,  and  are 
his  enemies^  to  be  incorruptible  by  money. 

Roland  is  not  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  all  the 

energy  of  charadter  that  belongs  to  Danton  j 

in  many  other  refpeds  they  differ..    Roland 

» 

is  believed  to  be  a  thorough  republican : 
Danton,  it  is  thought,  does  not  lay  much 
ftrefs  on  the  form  of  government,  and  would 
have  no  objediion  to  monarchy,  provided 
the  monarch  were  a  creature  of  his  own ;  for 
1  do  not  find  that  it  is  fufpeded  that  he  af- 
pires  to  reign  in  perfon. 

Roland 
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Rdaiid  and  Dantbn  were  oft^  in  op- 

» 

^ofitioQ  with  each  other  when  joined  in  the 
fame  adminiftration*  Roland  ftruggled  with 
all '  bis  might  againft  the  ufurpations  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  Commune  of  Pa^ 
ris  after  the  loth  of  Auguft:  Danton  fa- 
voured and  abetted  them.  Roland  ex« 
cMmed  againft  the  maflacred  in  September^ 
did  every  thing  he  could  to  put  an  end  to 

them^  and  on  that  account  was  himfelf  in 
imminent  danger.  Danton^  though  he  was 
then  minifter  of  juftice,  is  accufed  of  having 
been  criminally  paflive  on  that  very  prcffing 
occafton*  Roland  u&s  his  whole  influence 
to  bring  the  authors  of  thofe  favage  fcenes 
to  juftice  :  Danton  ufes  his  to  flifle  all  in^ 
Veftigatk>n  of  that  nature. 

In  external  appearance  apd  manner,  thofe 
two  men  differ  as  in  all  the  reft  :  Roland  is 
about  fixty  years  of  age^  tall,  thin,  of  a  mild 
countenance  and  pale  complexion*  His 
drcfs,  every  time  I  have  feen  him,  has  been 

VOL,  11.  R  the 
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tke  fame,  a  drab*coloured  fuit  lined  with 
greea  iilk|  his  grey  hair  han^ag  loofe. 

Danton  is  not  fq  tall,  but  much  broader 
than  Roland;  his  form  is  coarfe,  and  un* 
commonly  robuft :  Roland's  manner  is  uo- 
afluming  andmodeft — ^that  of  Danton  fierce 
and  boifterous ;  he  fpeaks  with  the  viMce  of 
a  Stcntor^  decldms  on  the  blei£ngs  of  free* 
dom  with  the  arrogance  of  a  tyrant,  and 
invites  to  union  and  friendihip  with  the 
frown  of  an  enemy. 

He  mud  be  fendble  of  the  infinite  im- 
portance of  internal  union,  of  ftrengthening 
the  executive  power,  and  overawing  the 
fadious  at  the  prefent  crifis.  Thefe  might 
poilibly  avert  fome  of  the  evils  that  threaten 
his  country,  and  tend  to  the  happinefs  of 
twenty-four  millions  of  human  creatures. 
But  what  muft  then  become  of  Danton?  he 
would  dvmidle  in  point  of  importance,  and 
(hare  only  the  proportion  of  an  individual 
in  the  general  profperity. 

la 
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In  the  comprehenfive  vortex  of  this  ex- 
traordinary  Revolution,  this  man,  originally 
placed  in  the  lower  ranks  of  life,  has  been 
whirled  fo  near  the  fummit  as  to  have  the 
chief  diredion  of  government  within  his 
hope  — He  thinks  himfelf,  no  doubt,  bettel 
qualified  for  that  office  than  thofe  who^ 
according  to  the  prefent  fyftem,  are  likely 
to  retain  it ;  and  if  his  hopes  fhould  be  ac* 
complifhed,  he  perhaps  has  it  in  fpecula- 
tioQ  to  promote  the  aggrandifement  of  his 
country,  and  would  exert  himfelf  for  that, 
purpofe  as  long  as  it  went  hand  in  hand 
with  his  own.  But  if  the  gratification  of 
his  own  ambition  is  to  be  had  at  no  other 
price  than  the  facrifice  of  his  country's  good, 
he  will  not  refufe  the  purchafe.  This,  no 
doubt,  will  be  thought  very  profligate ;  yet 
in  this,  perhaps,  Danton  differs  lefs  from 

* 

other  (latefmen  than  in  fome  other  features 
of  his  charadlen 
A  perfon  who  is  thought  to  be  well  ac- 

R  2  quaioted 
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<Juaiiltcd  with  the  charaftcrs  of  the  leading 
deputies  of  hoth  parties^  and  capable  of 
forming  a  juft  judgment  of  their  view», 
ktely  hinted  to  me  that  there  was  a  proba« 
bility  that  Danton  and  his  friends  woultt 
overfet  their  opponents. 

•*  I  thought  that  Roland  had  the  majority 
of  the  memtbers  of  the  Conventio»  with 
him  r  faid  L 

**  The  majority  of  the  members,  if  left  to 
follow  the  dtftates  of  their  confciences/^. 
Kfumed  he,  **  arfe  certainly  inclined  to  fup-* 
port  Roland;  but  Danton  may  fall  on  means^ 
which  have  been  found  efficacious  in  tt^ 
moving  fcruples  of  confcience." 

"  I  had  no  idea  of  his  being  fo  very  rich. 
Where  will  he  find  the  money  ?"  faid  !• 

^^  Money,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  is  the 
readifcil  apd  moft  eifedual,?'  replied-  he, 
fmiling^  ^^  but  not  the  only  means — 
Danton  makes  ufe  of  it  the  lead,  he  has  it 
no^  always  at  his  command ;  for  what  he 

does 
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iloes  uf&  OQ  pre  fling  occafions  belongs  tti 
another." 

**  What  other  meaus  has  he  ?'* 

"  Why,  eloquence,*'  rejoined  he.  "  Do 
you  count  that  for  nothing  in  your  National 
AfTembly  ?  I  can  afTure  you  it  has  confider- 
able  \Rreight  in  ours,  and  Danton  may  pour 
it  forth  with  profufion,  having  at^command 
not  only  his  own  noify  torrents,  but  alfo 
the  popular  ftream  which  flows  from  the 
lips  of  Robefpierre.'* 

^*  Will  not  the  eflfed  of  their  eloquence,'* 
I  rjefumed,  ^*  be  greatly  overbalanced  by 
t^at  of  y^ergniapd,  Bu^ot^  and  other  friends 
of  Roland  r 

"  Perhaps  itmay/*  faid  he;  *'  but  the  ally 
on  whom  Pantpn  has  the  greateft  reUance 
has  not  been  yet  ineptioned, 

«  Who  is  her 

« 

•*  Terror  !  Terror!"  repeated  he,  "  who 
has  aded  fo  imponant  a  part  fincc  the  be-^ 
ginning  xrf  t^is  Reyolvition.     Do  you  xio): 

R  3  think 
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think  that  his  gigantic  form  ftalks  fometimes 
before  the  eyes  of  the  Deputies?  Do  you 
imagine  that  their  fleep  is  never  difturbed 
with  the  vifions  of  heads  carried  on  pikes, 
of  murdered  prifoners,  and  the  mangled 
bodies  of  thofe  vidims  of  cowardly  revenge, 
Briflac,  Montmorin,  Deleflart^  and  Roche- 
foucald?''  , 

«  I  fhould  imagine,*"  f^d  I,  "  that  fuch 
vifions  would  rather  dfflurb  the  confciencet 
of  Dantoi)  and  fome  of  his  friends." 

•*  They  have  none,"  rejoined  he ;  ••  and 
Danton  feems  to  have  nearly  as  little  fear 
as  confcience." 

He  then  told  me^  that  he  was  convinced 
that  Danton's  plati  was  to  terrify  a  majority 
of  the  Deputies  into  his  meafures,  by  means 
of  the  rabble  of  the  fuburbs,  which  he  ex- 
pedts  to  have  at  his  difpofal,  through  Chabot, 
Marat,  and  other  emiflaries  and  tried  con<- 
dudlors;  in  which  view  the  fedions  of  Paris 
were  prevailed  on  to  prefent  the  addrefs 
8  already 
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already  tnendoned,  to  the  AfTembly,  whicli 
it  is  believed  was  drawn  up  by  Danton 
himfelf. 

His  emiflaries^  I  have  been  fince  told, 
arc  vary  a&ive  in  circulating  every  report 
that  they  conceive  can  render  Roland  and 
his  friends^ particularly  the  Girondifts,  odious 
in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  A9  many  of 
this  party  are  republicans,  and  were  abufed 
hj  their  enemies  on  that  account  when  fiich 
fentiments  Wjcre  not  To  popular  as  they  are 
at  prefent»  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that 
they  would  now  be  accufed  of  being  royat 
ifts ;  but  as  this  is  the  heavieft  charge  that 
can  be  brought  againft  any  fet  of  men, 
the  fame  perfons  who  formerly  accufed 
them  of  being  republicans,  without  any  re- 
gard to  confifteacy,  and  trading  to  the  ab- 
furd  credulity  of  the  multitude,  now  accufe 
them  of  being  royalifts — and  not  entirely 
without  effect. 

The  friends  of  Roland  brought  to  Paris 
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die  battalioa  vf  Marfeillois,  which  arrSw j 
lately,  and  unqucftionably  with  no  other 
view  than  to  ferve  as  a  check  to  the  ian&- 
culottes  of  the  fuburbe,  who  are  at  the  com- 
mand of  Daaton:  their  addrefs,  which 
was  read  io  the  Cpnventioa,  is  thought  tp 
be  the  compofitionof  BarbarouK* 

Mpnfieur  Egalite  is  9C  prefent  feldom 
heard  of:  he  appears  however  almoft  every 
day  in  the  Aflembly;  he  gei^eraHy  ftayi 
about  half  an  hour,  feems  to  intereft  him« 
&lf  little  in  what  is  going  on,  and  to  in- 
tereft the  AiTembly  as  little.  It  has  been  fidd 
that  a  weak  or  wrong-headed  man  of  very 
high  ranky  or  in  an  eminent  fituation  ia 
life,  is'like  a  iqan  onthe  top  of  a  fteeple^ 
from  whence  all  the  world,  feem  Jklit  to 
him,  and  where  he  feems  liuk  in  the  eyes 
of  all  the  world — ^Whether  M.  Egalitq,  when 
in  his  original  elevated  fitu^ttont  regarded 
mankind,  or  was  regarded  by  them  in  this 
light,  I  will  not  fiiy{  but  he  4:artaiiUy:  ha« 

been 


been  at  great  palns'  and  expence  to  facing 
fumfelf  low  cQough  to  be  feen  and  eftimjitcd 
^  his  ju^  value  by  all  the  worlds. 

According  t6  a  lati  decree  all  emigrahtt 
telio  are  taken  in  arms  are  to  be  tried  by  a 
court-martialy  and  executed  where  tbtfy  arc 
takcQ.  Notwithftandingtfais  decree,  thirteea 
were  lately  conduded  t6  Pai'is.  They 
were  the  fame  whom  Rnhl  had'  pafled  oil 
the  road  ad  was  mentioned  above.  Whea 
they  came  near  Paris,  new  fears  were  ex* 
iprefTed  in  the  Convention,  of  their  danger 
of  being  maflacred  in  the  ftreets. 

If  there  is  really  any  danger  of  fuch  ah 
event,  the  inhabitants  of^  Paris  niuft  be  this 
worft  of  favages ;  but  the  only  people  I  f<ie 
of  a  favage  difpofition,  are  certain  members 
of  the  CSonvention,  and  of  the  Jacobin  Clu1}» 
and  a  great  majority  of  thbfe  who  fill  the 
tribunes  of  both  thofe  aflemblies ;  but  the 
ijiop-keepers  and  trades-people  (and  I  take 

fome  J 
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fome  pains  to  be  acquainted  with  their  way 
of  thinking)  feem  to  be  much  the  fame  as  I 
hare  always  known  them ;  and  I  am  per« 
fuaded  that  there  is  no  rifk  of  maflacres 
or  aflaflinationsi  but  from  a  fet  of  wretches 
who  are  ndther  ihop-keepers  nor  trades- 
men,, but  idle  vagabondsi  hired  and  exdted 
.for  the  purpofe»*-*When  I  hear  it  ajlerted 
from  the  tribune  of  the  Conrention,  or  of 
the  Jacobin  Society,  that  the  people  are  im- 
patient  for  the  death  of  the  Ring,  or  in« 
dined  to  murder  unfortunate  men  while 
they  are  conduced  to  prifon,  and  yet  can 
perceive  no  diijpofition  of  that  nature  among 
the  dtizens,  I  cannot  help  fufjpeding  that 
thofe  orators  themfdves  are  the  people  who 
are  impadent  for  thofe  atrocities,  and  that 
they  fpread  the  notion  that  this  defire  is 
general  among  the  people,  on  purpoie  to 
render  it  eafier  to  commit  them,  and  to 
make  them  more  quietly  fubmitted  to^  after 
they  have  been  committed. 

I  remember^ 
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I  remember,  that  for  fereral  days  before 
the  2d  of  September,  frequent  mention 
was  made  of  the  utuccountable  delays  of 
the  courts  of  ju^ce  with  regard  to  the 
trial  of  the  prifoners — Certain  members  of 
the  National  Aflembly  threw  out  hints  of 

# 

the  people*s  impatience  on  that  account; 
and  I  heard  a  man  at  the  Jacobins  threaten, 
that  if  the  fword  of  juftice  was  withheld 
much  longer,  the  people  would  exercife  it 
themfelves ;  and  yet,  at  that  time,  I  (;ouId 
perceive  no  flgns  of  fuch  a  difpofition  among 
the  citizens  of  Paris. 

The  dreadful  fcenes  in  September  began — 
the  citizens  were  ilruck  with  terror— they 
repeated  to  each  other,  *^  We  often  heard  that 
the  people  would  be  driven  to  this  !'*  Each 
of  them  believed  that  all  the  city  had  rifen 
againft  the  prifoners,  except  the  quarter 
which  he  himfelf  inhabited,  and  from  which 
his  anxiety  for  his  family  made  him  afraid 

to  move — ^They  were  told  that  all  who  fpoke 
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fa  faTOW  of  the  prHbnen  were  tnalTaered 

» 

i>7  the  people,  and  that  many  fufpe^ed 
perfons  were  tsJcea  up  m  the  ftreets.  By 
thcfe  m^ns  tljie  citl^eiqba  of  P^ris  remained 
pantc-ftruckj  while  a  handfv^  of  villains,  in 
their  name,  cQnuiutte4  the  moft  {hoc)dng 
fnornuties. 

Refie£king  on  this,  naturally  creates  a  fut* 
picion  that  fomething  of  the  fame  nature 
i$  intended  by  the  fame  inean$  with  rtfpeQ 
to  the  King. — It  is  expeftcd,  perhaps,  that 
by  dint  of  repeatedly  afferting  that  the  people 
in  general  are  defirous  of  his  deatht  they  wil} 
be  driven  to  fome  violent  meafure  if  his  trial 
Is  delayed^  alfo  that  they  look  upon  all 
i^ho  are  of  contrary  fcntiments  as  arifto- 
crates  and  enemies  to  the  Revolution;  and 
that  the  citizens  v^ill  be  brought  at  laft  to 
defire,  or  pretend  to  defire,  what  otherwife 
they  would  never  have  thought  oC 

"Whatever  there  may  be  in  this  conjpdture, 

the  unhappy  emigrants  aboye  mentioned  were 
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condudled  to  the  prifon  without  any  attempt* 
oa  the  part  of  the  people  to  murder  them. 
They  were  tried  by  a  court-martial  the  day 
before  yefterday ;  if  there  really  exifled  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  any  eagernefs  for 
the  execution  of  .thefe  unfortunate  men, 
their  patience  was  not  put  to  a  long  proofs 
nine  of  the  thirteen  prifoners  were  beheaded 
this  momingi  fouf  were  oflSlcers  in  the  army^ 
one  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  one  a  coun- 
fcllor  in  the  late  parliament  of  Guyenne, 
ttie  other  three  belonged  formerly  to  the 
Garde  du  corps. 

The  four  who  were  acquitted  were  fer- 
tants,  and  had  not  been  taken  in  arms. 

What  renders  it  naorc  probable  that  there 
are  people  who  wifh  to  renew  the  fcenea 
of  September  is,  that  a  rumour  was  in- 
duftrioufly  fpread  that  the  Prince  of  Lam- 
befc  was  in  the  difguife  of  a  footman 
among  the  prifoners  j  which  occafioned  a 
nbbU  from  the  fuburb»  of  St,  Antoine, 

to 


(    »i4    ) 

to  aflemble  around  the  Coacierg^riei  ^ho 
exclaimed  for  the  head  of  I/ambefc  *;  but  on 
the  aflurances  of  Commiflioners  from  the 
muaicipality  that  there  was  no  fuch  perfon 
in  the  prifon,  the  mob  difperfed. 

It  is  more  difficult  at  prefent  to  execute 
any  great  atrocity  than  it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  becaufe  a  great  num- 
ber of  profligate  and  idle  fellows,  who  were 
at  that  time  in  Paris,  have  been  fent  to  re- 
cruit the  armies,  and  in  the  mean  time 
Marat  and  his  gang  are  kept  in  check  by  the 
anival  of  the  Marfeillois. 

*  The  Prince  of  X«ambefc  is  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
die  mob  of  Paris,  becaufci  in  the  year  1 789,  when  the  in- 
furre^lion  of  tfaeParifians  began^  and  the  bufb  of  Necker 
and  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  were  carried  in  triumph, 
tlus  prince  was  at  the  head  of  fome  dragoons  in  the 
fquare  of  Lewis  XV.  Some  ftones  being  thrown  at 
them  from  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries,  he  charged 
with  his  dragoons  on  the  multitude^  fome  of  whoia 
wounded. 

Oftobcraftr 


OAoherar*. 

While  I  was  in  the  AiTetnbl/  two  daji 
agOy  a  decree  was  pailec^  which  is  fevert 
andunjuft  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  t^« 
reafoning  in  fupport  of  it  was  as  fophifticsd 
as  the  decree  itfelf  is  crudi.  The  queftion 
regarded  the  French  emigrants ;  it  was  firft 
ftated,  thgt  there  is  an  eflential  difference 
between  thofe  who  have  goqe  into  countries 
at  war  with  Fiance,  to  affift  with  their  arms 
or  counfel  the  enemies  of  their  country, 
and  thofe  who  have  paifed  into  neutral 
ftates,  (imply  with  a  view  to  their  own 
lafety — ^  The  former,"  it  was  faid,  ^  are 
tnutors,and  ought  to  be  puniihed  with  death ; 
the  latter  are  cowards,  who  have  aban- 
doned their  country  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
for  which  they  deferve  only  to  be  banifhed." 
Accordingly,  by ^he  decree  they  are  baniflied, 
with  this  additional  penalty,  that  if  they 
ever  return,  they  fhall  be  punifhed  with 
death — ^not  for  having  emigrated  (on  that 

account 


they  are  only  baniilied),  Uk  (oft 
having  broken  the  law  which  condemned 
diem  to  perpetual  banifhment/^ 

Thift  is  furely  a  diftin&ion  without  i^ 
difference ;  for  by  this  cruel  and  unjuft  ie^ 
cree^the  perfon  who  leaves  his  native  country 
merely  from  fear,  and  takes  no  part  againfl 
!t»  is  in  cSk6t  fubje&ed  to  the  fame  penalty 
with  thofe  who  have  joined  the  invading 
armies,  and  may  be  taken  in  arms — ^The 
former  is  liable  to  be  put  to  death  If  hi 
returns  to  his  native  country,  and  the  lattef 
cannot  fufier  any  puniihment  till  he  does 
the  fame^ 

It  is  as  if  two  fervanta  in  a  family  were 
tried  as  accomplices  with  incendiaries  Who 
had  fet  their  mafter's  houfe  on  fire :  the  one 
is  clearly  proved  to  have  alBed  and  abetted 
the  incendiaries;  nothing  appears  ag;dnft  the 
ether,  but  that  he  leaped  out  of  the  window 
to  fave  himfelf  from  the  flames.  According 
to  the  ipirit  of  this  decree,  the  judge  might 

pronounce 
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pfdnounce  fentence  in  the  fuppofed  cafc<6 
the  following  effeft  :  *'  There  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  the  crimes  of  thefe  two 
men,  and  fo  there  fliall  be  in  their  punifh- 
ments.  The  one  muft  be  hanged  as  an  ac- 
complice of  the  incendiaries  ;  and  as  for  the 
other  who  jumped  out  of  the  window,  he 
ought  to  have  been  afliamed  ever  to  have 
fhewn  his  face  ;  and  if  he  had  (laid  out  of  the 
way  and  never  appeared,  I  acknowledge  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  hang  him ;  but  fmce  he 
is  taken,  that  alters  the  cafe ;  he  merits  now 
to  be  hanged,  and  I  fentence  him  to  that 
punifhment  accordingly ;  but  obferve,  it  is 
not  for  jumping  out  of  the  window,  but 
for  the  aggravating  circumftance  of  being 
taken/* 

By  this  abfurd  and  iniquitous  decree, 
many  women  are  punilhed  for  that  timidity 
which  is  natural  to  the  fex  ;  and  many  men 
are  mined  in  their  fortunes,  and  reduced  to 
abfolutc  want,  whofe  only  view  in  emigrate 

VOL.  IK  S  ing 
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ing  was  to  fave  their  lives,  not  from  the 
fword  of  juftice,  but  from  the  poniards  of 
aflailins. 

That  two  parties  in  a  ftate  who  are  con* 
tending  for  the  condu£ii  of  government 
ihbuld  diflike  each  other,  is  common  ;  but 
that  rancorous  degree  to  which  it  is  arrived 
in  France  is  beyond  any  thing  of  the  fame 
kind  that  I  ever  knew  in  England,  and,  I 
fhould  hope,  for  the  credit  of  mankind,  be* 
yond  atiy  thing  ever  known  before  in  any 
other  country,  1  made  this  observation  to 
a  gentleman   who  pretends  to  know  the 

French  thoroughly. — "  The  French,'*  faid 
he,  **  have  been  accufed  of  being  very  in- 
conftant  lovers:  I  know  nothing  of  that;  but 
I  do  affure  you,'*  continued  he,  playing  on 
an   expreffion   recorded    of  Dr.  Johnfon, 

"  that  they  are  veiy  fincere  and  conftani 
batersj' 

In  confirmation  of  this  obfcrvation,  I  per- 
ceive every  day  the  ftrongcft  marks  of  vio* 

lent 


(    ^59    ) 

lent  hatred  between  the  leaders  of  the  two 
oppofite  parties.  They  feem  to  agree  in 
trothing  but  in  a  mutual  hatred  againft  the  un- 
fortunate emigrants,  which  however  does  not 
in  the  lead  degree  diminifh  their  reciprocal 
hatred :  and  I  am  told,  that  the  fame  hatred 
prevails  among  the  emigrants  themfelves  in  all 
,  the  different  countries  of  Europe ;  that  thofe 
whoemigrated  at  oneperiod  of  the  revolution 
hate  thofe  who  emigrated  at  another,  as  cor* 
dially  as  all  of  them  have  very  good  reafon 
to  hate  the  men  who  form  this  Convention, 
and  are  pailing  fuch  fevere  decrees  againft 

them. 

« 

Odlobcr  26* 

Marat  has  carried  his  calumnies  fuch  a 
length,  that  even  the  party  which  he  wifhes 
to  fupport  feem.  to  be  afhamed  of  him ;  and 
he  is  fhunned  and  apparently  detefted  by 
every  body  elfe*  When  he  enters  the  hall 
of  the  Aifen^bly^  he  is  avoided  on  all  fides ; 

S  2  and 
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and  when  he  feats  himfelf,  thofe  near  hia 
generally  rife  and  change  their  places.  He 
flood  a  confiderable  time  yefterday  near  the 
tribune,  watching  an  opportunity  to  fpeak. 
1  faw  him  at  one  time  addrefs  himfelf  tn 
Louvet ;  and,  in  doing  fo,  he  attempted  to 
lay  his  hand  on  Louvet 's  ihouldcr,  who  in- 
ftantly  ftarted  back  with  looks  of  averfion,  as 
one  would  do  from  the  touch  of  a  noxious 
reptile,  exclaiming  !  *'  iVi?  me  touchezpas  i*' 

Nothing  can  difconccrt  Marat  ;  he  per- 
fevered  in  foliciting  the  privilege  of  being 
heard  pour  urifait  *.  The  Affembly  fhewed 
the  greateft  unwillingnefs  to  hear  him  :  he 
exclaimed  that  it  was  unfait  qui  interejfoit  le 
falut  public  \. 

They  were  at  laft  under  the  neceflity  of 
hearing  him  ;  he  elevated  his  head  as  ufual 
when  he  fpeaks  from  the  tribune^  furveycd 

•  For  a  faft. 

f  A  faft  regarding  the  public  fafety. 

the 


(    a6i    ) 

the  audience  with  compofure  and  audacity, 
ahd  in  a  hollow  voice  and  with  folemnity  of 
cadence  faid,  **  It  is  not  the  citizen  who  now 
addrefles  you,  that  provokes  to  murder,  or 
puts  public  freedom  in  danger^  but  thofe  in 
office,  men  who  make  ufe  of  their  authority  to 
opprcfs  the  people  ;  they  are  the  tyrants,  who, 
under  the  pretence  of  maintaining  the  tran- 
quillity of  Paris,  arreft  and  murder  the  moft 
innocent  and  meritorious  citizens.'*  He  then 
accufed  Roland  of  having  given  orders  for 
arrefting  an  excellent  patriot  whom  he 
named. 

This  turned  out  to  be  entirely  a  mifrepre- 
fentation ;  but  before  Marat  defcended  from 
the  tribune,  Barbaroux  informed  the  Af- 
fembly  that  Marat  had  paid  a  vifit  at  the 
barracks  of  the  battalion  of  Marfcillois  lately 
arrived  ;  that,  at  fight  of  their  accommoda- 
tions, he  had  lamented  that  fo  many  brave 
fans-culottes  were  fo  ill  lodged,  while  a  regi- 
ment of  dragoons,  compofed  of  ancient  va- 

83  let- 
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let-dc«-charnbre8  and  coachmen  of  the  no\A^ 
lity,  with  a  mixture-  of  the  King's  gardts* 
da-corp8|  all  anti-revolutionifts,  were  fii-^ 
perbly  quartered  in  the  Ecole  Militaire : 
that  he  had  infinuated  many  things  tending 
to  raife  a  jealoufy  between  the  Marfeilloia 
and  this  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  had 
hinted  that  it  was  owing  to  the  Convention 
that  the  former  were  fo  ungratefully  treated : 
and  that  he  had  invited  fome  of  them  tp 
breaUfaft  with  him. 

It  was  evident  that  Marat's  dcfign  in  this 
was  to  have  feduced  the  Marfeillois  from 
thofe  who  had  engaged  them  to  come  to 
Paris,  to  attach  them  to  his  own  party,  and  to 
engage  them,  inftead  of  oppofing  the  turbu- 
lent behaviour  of  the  mob  of  St,  Antoihe, 
to  ad  with  them  as  their  townfmen  did  on 
the  lothof  Auguft, 

The  Marfeillois  however  refufed  his  iavi- 
tation.  But  Barbaroux's  narrative  occafioned 
a  violent  outcry  in  the  Aflembly  againft  Ma-* 

-rat; 
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rat :  the  epithets ^^V^V^/,  ajfajptij  were  often 

repeated,  and  one  member  faid  that  Marat 

had  lately  been  heiard  xo  declare  that  there 

would  be  no  tranquillity  in  the  ftate  till  two 

/ 

hundred  and  fixty-eight  heads  were  cut  ofF. 

"  I  am  the  perfon,"  cried  another  member, 
"  who  heard  him  fay  fo." 

I  threw  my  eyes  on  Marat,  to  obfer ve 
how  he  would  look  on  hearing  fuch  ah  ac- 

cufation. 

"  Very  well,"  faid  Marat ;  *M  did  fay  fo, 
**  and  it  is  my  opinion.'* 

1  Ihould  have  thought  I  had  miftaken  pr 
heard  indiftindly,  if  he  had  not.  refumed — ^ 
**  I  repeat  it,*'  faid  Marat:  '*  That  is  my  opi- 
nion, you  will  not  pretend  that  men  are  to 
be  punifhed  for  their  opinions  ;  and  as  for  the 
filly  ftory  of  Barbaroux,*'  continued  he^  *^  it 
is  a  malignant  mifconftrudion  of  my  pa- 
triotic civilities  and  hofpitality  to  the  Mar- 
feillois.  What  then  does  the  whole  of  this 
mighty  bufmcfs  amount  to?  why,  that  I 

S  4  iaid, 
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'fald,  you  would  not  enjoy  peace  or  tran- 

t 

quillity  till  the  oppreflbrs  of  the  people  loft 
their  heads,  of  whom  there  are  two  hundred 
and  fixty-eight  at  the  moft  moderate  cal- 
culation.  I  am  alfo  accufed  of  having  (hewa 
more  attention  to  the  battalion  juft  arrived 
from  Marfeilles,  than  any  other  member  of 
the  Convention — If  thefe  are  crimes/*  added 
he,  fweeping  the  edge  of  his  right  hand 
acrofs  his  throat,  "  egorgez-moi  !'* 

This  new  denunciation  againft  Marat 
wa8  tranfmitted  to  the  fame  committee  who 
have  the  former  under  their  confideration ; 
and  Marat's  accufation  of  Roland  was  con- 
^  lidered  as  invidious,  and  an  attempt  to  ob- 
ftrud  the  courfe  of  juftice. 

I  have  never  heard  of  any  other  of  his 
gt)od  qualities— but  this  man  certainly  pot 
fefies  a  great  deal  of  courage  both  perfonal 
and  political':  no  danger  can  terrify  him, 
no  detedion  can  difconcert  him  ;  his  heart, 
as  v/ell  as  his  forehead,  feems  to  be  of  brifs. 

Oftobcr 
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October  29. 

I  was  prefent  when  Ruhl  of  Strafbourg, 
whom  I  formerly  mentioned,  informed  the 
Convention,  that  being  in  the  commiffion 
for  examining  certain  letters  in  the  German 
language,  which  had  been  intercepted,  he 
had  found  one  from  a  corporal  in  the  Pnif- 
fian  army  to  his  wife  in  Silefia.  In  this  let- 
ter he  faid  there  were  many  expreffions  of 
conjugal  love  and  parental  afFedion,  while 
in  the  fame  letter  the  French  were  painted  in 
the  blackeft  colours.  "  This  poor  corporal," 
continued  Ruhl,  "  has  had  the  perfeverance 
and  generofity  to  fave  two  ducats  out  of  his 
pay,  which  he  inclofed  in  the  letter  to  his 
wife,  who,  it  appears,  was  then  in  child- 
bed. I  defire  to  be  authorized  to  tranfmit 
the  money,  with  what  addition  I  pleafe,  to 
this  honeft  corporal's  wife,  with  a  letter  at- 
furing  her  that  the  French  do  not  defervc 
all  the  ill  names  which  her  hufband  gives 
them," 

Ruhl 
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Ruhl  is  a  man  about  feventy  years  of  age; 
there  is  a  great  appearance  of  naivete  in  his 
manner.  I  happened  to  mention  this  ftory 
of  the  corporal  to  a  Frenchman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance : — "  Le  conte  eft  beau,"  faid  he, 
**  cc  ne  manque  que  la  vraifemblance  pour  Ic 
rendre  intereflant*." 

•*  He  had  the  letter  in  his  hand,"  faid  I  j 
**  how  can  you  doubt  it  ?*• 

"  If  he  had  twenty  letters,"  replied  the 
Frenchman,  '*  I  muft  doubt  it,  becaufe  a 
Pruflian  corporal  is  generous  in  nothing 
but  in  coups  de  i>atons  j  and  it  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  man  who  is  diftribudng  thefe 
from  morning  to  night,  to  have  tender  af- 
fections of  any  kini — Such  oppofite  and 
difcordant  qualities  canaot  inhabit  the  fame 
breaft." 

The  incredulity  of  my  French  acquaint* 

t  The  tale  is  agreeable^  and  only  needs  probability  ta 
■aakc  it  interefting,  • 

■ 

ance 
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ance  I  think  unreafonable ;  and  I  will  here 
infert  an  anecdote,  although  it  is  much  more 
expofed  to  his  criticifm,  becaufe  it  comes 
from  a  quarter  which  leaves  no  doubt  on 
my  mind  of  its  truth. 

Monfieur  de  Bertrand,  chevalier  de  Make, 
and  brother  to  Monfieur  de  Bertrand  de 
Moleville  late  Minifter  of  the  Marine,  was 

arrefted  and  confined  in  the  prifon  of  the 
Abbaye,  foon  after  the  i  oth  of  Auguft.  This 
gentleman  was  brought  at  midnight  on  the 
third  of  September  before  the  dreadful  tribu- 

i 

nal  in  that  prifon.  He  is  a  man  of  great  cool- 
nefs  and  firmnefs  of  mind,  which  was  of  in- 
finite fervice  to  him  in  this  emergency  ;  for 
although  the  fymptoms  of  fear  ought  not  on 
fuch  occafions  to  have  been  confidered  as  a 
prefumption  of  guilt,  yet  that  conftrudion 
was  put  on  them  by  the  judges,  and,  with- 
out any  other  prefumption^  they  fometimes 
proved  fatal  to  the  prifoner. 

When  Mn  Bertrand  was  queftioned,  he 

anfwered 
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ahfwcrcd  with  an  undifturbed  voice  and 
countenance,  **  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  idea 
of  what, he  had  been  arretted  for,  that  thofc 
who  arretted  him  could  not  inform  him,  that 
nobody  had  informed  him  ttnce,  and  that  he 
was  convinced  he  had  been  taken  up  by 
miftake,'* 

Struck  with  the  cool  and  undaunted 
manner  in  which  he  addrefled  them,  and 
having  no  particular  accufation  nor  proof  of 
any  kind  againft  him,  the  judges  ordered 
him  tobereleafeJ, 

Two  men  covered  with  blood,  who  had 
been  employed  in  killing  the  prifoners,  and 
attended  in  the  expectation  of  the  fignal  for 

difpatching  Mr.  Berirand,  feemed  furprifed 
hut  not  difpleafed  at  the  unufual  order. 
They  conduded  him  through  the  court  of 
the  Abbaye,  and  on  the  way  afked  if  he  had 
any  relation  to  whofe  hpufe  he  wiflied  to  go. 
He  anfwered,  that  he  had  a  fitter-in-law 
to  whom  he  intended  to  go  diredly, 

6  « How 
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**  How  very   much  furprifed   and    de- 
lighted muft  flie  be  to  fee  you !"  faid  they.- 
•  •*  I  am  perfuaded  (he  will,"  replied  Mn 
Bertrand. 

One  of  the  men  then  afked  the  other  if 
he  fhould  not  be  glad  to  be  prefent  at  this 
meeting  ;  to  which  he  eagerly  faid  he  fhould : 
and  both  declared  they  had  a  curiofity  to  be 
witnefTes  to  the  joyful  meeting  between  Mn 
Bertrand  and  his  fifter-in*law. 

The  gentleman  was  aftonifhed  and  embar- 
rafled :  he  reprefented,  that  his  relation  being 
a  delicate  woman,  their  appearance  might 
very  much  alarm  her,  particularly  at  fuch  an 
unfeafonable  hour ;  that  he  could  not  think 
of  giving  them  fuch  unnecefTary  trouble  :'* 
and  added  whatever  he  thought  would  di- 
vert them  from  fo  unexpeded  a  propofal. 

They  urged  that  they  would  wait  in  the 
parlour  till  he  had  advertifed  the  lady  of 
their  being  in  the  houfe^  to  prevent  her 
being    alarmed:    that  fo  far  from  being 

a  troubleji 
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lRb\i\d  hate  cxpedeA  The  firft  turn  6f 
mind  feems  incompatible  with  the  fecond  i 
I  know  DO  theory  by  which  they  can  be  re* 
conciled  ;  I  attempt  no  explanation  :  I  repeat 
,  the  fadls  as  I  have  them  from  authority  to 
which  I  cannot  refufe  my  belief,  and  becaufe 
they  form  a  new  inftance  of  the  adonilhing 
variety,  and  even  oppofition  of  charadter  t<^ 
be  found  in  that  wonderful  creature,  Man« 

Oftober  30- 

Part  of  the  equipage  of  the  French  Princes 
^a8  feized  during  the  retreat  of  the  Dtikc 
of  Brunfwick*8  army,  amongft  which  was 
found  a  pocket-book  belonging  to  Monfieur 
the  King^  brother.  Several  packets  of  let- 
ters, forming  a  confiderable  correfpondencc 
on  various  fubjedls,  between  the  emigrants 
and  their  friends,  were  alfo  found  at  Verdun 
and  Longwy  by  Kellermann's  army.  All 
thofe  papers  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the 
Convention,  and  by  it  fubmitted  to  the  ex- 
amination of  a  committee* 

Moft 


f 
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-  Moft  of  the  letters,  I  am  told,  are  of  i 
private  nature,  and  no  way  relative  to  what 
concerns  the  ftatc  or  the  public  in  general. 
It  would  bp  hijghly  unbecoming  therefore  ia 
the  Convention  to  order  thofe  to  be'pub- 
lifhed,  which  can  have  no  other  tSeOi  than 
to  gratify  the  fpirit  of  hatred^  envy  and 
flander,  and  create  difcord  and  jealoufy 
among  families  and  acquaintance.  It  is  like- 
wife  faid,  that  important  difcoverleS  have 
been  made  by  fome  of  thefe  letters,  and  that 
they  form  a  complete  proof  of  an  intelli- 
gence between  the  King  and  his  brothers, 
for  the  ruin  of  the  conftitution*.  In  fup- 
port  of  this  affertion,  a  letter  was  this  (Jay 
read  in  the  Aflembly,  faid  to  have  been  found 
in  the  pocket  book  above  mentioned.  The 
letter  is  from  the  Marquis  of  Toulongeon, 

*  This  complete  proof y  I  make  nodoubt^  will  be  of  tha 
nature  of  the  proofs  already  publifhed,  which  are  alfo 
called  complete^  but  to  every  candid  mind  muft  appeal^ 
very  deficient. 

VOL.  !!•  T  Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  General  in  the  French  army  of 
the  King's  brothers  :  it  unfolds  certain  mea- 
fures  he  had  taken  for  arranging  the  troops 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  facilitate  their  defer* 
tion  to  the  Auftrians  ;  gives  the  reafon  why 
he  had  not  gone  himfelf  to  join  the  Princes 
at  Goblentz  ;  adds  that  he  is  of  more  ufe  (q 
their  caufe  by  retaining  a  commapd  in  the 
French  army ;  that  the  motives  of  his  con- 
dud  are  known  to  the  Emperor,  and  ap- 
proved  of  by  the  King,  &c. 

A  decree  of  accufation  immediately  pafled 
againft  Toulongeon,  who,  fortunately  for 
him,  however,  has  already  made  his  efcape : 
and  after  the  pafling  of  this  deeree,  a  mem- 
ber expreiTed  his  furprife,  that  among  fo 
many  decrees  of  accufation  as  had  been 
pafled,  they  had  not  yet  pronounced  the 
mofl:  important  of  all^  namely  one  againft 
the  King. 

On  which  Maile,  who  is  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Legifiation,  faid,  that  the  procefs  of 

the 
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the  Ring  required  the  greatef^  folemnity,  not 
becaulc  there  was  any  difficuhy  in  proving 
his  guilty  nor  to  demonftrate  it  to  the  French 
hation,  who  were  already  convinced,  but  to 
Iktisfy  and  give  a  great  example  to  all  £u- 
rope^  and  to  avoid  the  errors  which  the 
£ngliih  had  committed  in  not  obferving  all 
the  necefTary  foleliinities  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  the  Firfl:^  for  which  they  were 
eenfured  by  itiany  hifloriainSj  and  juIlified*Sy 

iaone* 

In  apfwet  to  this,  Ruhl  obferved,  that  the 
Englifli  nation  had  been  juflified  for  the  « 
fentence  paiTed  on  Charles  Stuart  by  a  writer 
of  greater"  genius  than  all  the  hiftorians 
who  ever  have  written  on  the  fubjc£tf 
tiamely,  John  Milton^  author  of  Paradift 
Loft. 

Hitherto  I  had  confideted  Ruhl  in  a  h^ 
Vourable  light ;  there  is  fomething  natural  in 
IttI  manaer^  and  I  thought  him  a  man  of 

T  a  humai^i^y; 
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humanity ;  but  one  of  that  difpofition  would 
hardly  have  made  fuch  an  obfervation  at 
this  particular  time  in  .the  Convention. 

Oftobcrsi. 

The  Trial  of  Charles  the  Firft  of  Eng- 
land, tranflated  into  French  from  the  State 
Trials,  is  to  be  found  of  late  on  all  the  book^ 
fellers  tables  around  the  hall  of  the  Convene 
tion.  An  abridgement  of  the  fame  is  cried 
by  the  hawkers  of  pamphlets  in  the  Palais 
Royal  and  the  various  entries  to  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly :  the  converfation  is  now 
greatly  turned  to  that  fubjed,  and  to  the  ex- 
ptdted  procefs  of  Lewis  XVI.  I  never  be-* 
lieved,  however,  that  there  was  a  ferious  in- 
tention in  the  Convention  to  bring  the  King 
to  trial, and  dill  lefs  did  I  think  it  probable  that 
it  would  be  in  their  contemplation  to  bring 
him  to  the  fcaffold  ;  an  idea  which  I  cannot 
entertain  without  horror.  Befides^  hotv^ev^ 

devoid 


I 
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devoid  of  principle  fome  of  them  may  be,  I 
could  not  conceive  that  they  would  commit 
fuch  an  ad  of  cruelty  and  injuilice,  without' 
any  of  the  motives  which  incite  wicked  men 
to  deeds  of  fuch  atrocity.  Their  perfonal  in- 
tereft  evidently  dictates  the  prefervation  of 
the  King's  life,  and  it  feemed  unlikely  that 
any  member  of  the  Convention,  one  only 
excepted,  could  be  actuated  by  perfonal  en-» 
mity :  they  are  almoft  all  of  the  middle  or 
inferior  ranks  of  life ;  none  of  them  have 

ever  had  opportunities  for  that  kind  of  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  Kiuj^,  which  ufually  gene«* 
rates  either  perfonal^  friendship  or  hatred : 
they  may  like  or  diflike,  refped  or  defpife 
his  general  conduct  and  charader;  but  I 
could  fee  none  of  the  ufual  fources  of  per<* 
fonal  hatred  either  good  or  bad,  efpecially 
as,  with  refpe<a  to  the  exercife  of  authority, 
the  whole  reign  of  Lewis  XVI.  has  been  a 
reign  of  moderation.  He  has  always  mani- 
fcftcd  a  defire  to  meet  the  wiihesof  hisfub- 

T  3  jeds  i 
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jc6ts  i  and  perhaps  his  averfion  to  everv 
meafure  which  had  the  appearance  of  bong 
Tiolent,  with  too  great  a  difpofition  to  grants 
have  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  refu/mg^ 
find  reduced  him  (o  the  date  he  is  in.* — I  am 
perfuaded  that  none  of  his  anceftors  had  fo 
juft  a  claim  to  the  epithets  which  the  public 
and  hiftOrians  have  affixed  to  their  nameS| 
as  the  unfortunate  Lewis  XVL  has  to  that  of 

*  I  have  excepted  one  perfon^  to  whom  the 
preceding  reafoning  does  not  fully  apply^ 
and  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  inftig^ted 
by  hatred  at  revenge  ;  but  allowing  this  to 
be  the  cafe,  from  alU  haveobferved  or  heard 
fince  1  t^ave  been  in  this  country,  there  is 
reafon  to  think  that  his  influence  is  iafi-v 
pitely  too  fma|l  to  engage  either  p?Mty  in 
pieafures  of  which  they  difappro  ve. 

Thefe   condderations  were  fufficient  hir 

a 

therto  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  there 
yi^  no  ferlous  i^^entipa  m  the  Conventioq 

^0 
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to  bring  the  King  to  a  trial.-*But  I  now  be- 
gin to  fear  that  a  procefs  in  fome  (hape  or 
other  will  very  foon  be  brought  on,  and 
when  once  begun,  there  is  no  knowing 
what  may  be  the  iffue  in  a  town  fo  much  in 
the  power  of  the  populace,  and  oi  fuch  a 
populace  as  that  which  Paris  contains  at 
prefent. 

I  am  led  to  this  alteration  of  opinion  from 

having  very  lately  heard  a  number  of  citi* 
Z^ns,  whom  I  thought  of  a  different  opi-^ 
niony  declare  their  convidlion  that  the  King 
was  betraying  the  country.  The  rancorous 
adivity  of  his  enemies  has  at  length  pen* 
fuaded  them,  that,  inftead  of  another  Henry 
IV.  between  whom  and  Lewis  XVI.  they 
formerly  found  a  refemblance,  they  ac.^ 
tually  had  another  Lewis  XL  or  Charles 
iX.  on  the  throne. 

Betides,  whether  the  King  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  judged,  is  not  merely  confidered 
as  a  matter  of  juftice  or  even  of  expediency, 

.    T  4  '  tu^ 
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but,  mofl  unfortunately,  it  has  become  a 
party  queilion,  in  which  pafiion  may  have 
more  weight  than  either.  Danton^s  party 
knows  that  the  Girondifts  wifh  to  fave  the 
King)  which  is  reafon  fufficient  with  the 
former  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
proixiote  his  trial  and  condemnation,  and  to 
reprefcnt  the  oppofition  of  the  other  party 
fis  a  proof  of  thehr  being  ariflocrates  and  roy- 
alifts  in  their  hearts, 

Mar4t,  who  is  the  great  agent  of  D^ntoi) 
and  Rpbefpierre,  declares  that  it  is  highly 
unjuft,  and  would  be  a  fhameful  deviation 
from  the  flattering  tenet  of  ^gaUte,  after 
having  condemned  M.  de  la  Porte  apd  other 
inferior  criminals,  to  ps^s  over  the  greate(( 
criminal  of  all. 

Finally,  I  have  been  imprelTed  with  fear« 
refpefting  the  fate  of  the  King  from  a  va- 
riety  of  circuraftance?,  too  minute  to  be  men- 
tioned, which  have  ft  ruck  me  very  lately. 
It  is  certainly  horrid  and  difgraceful  to  hu- 
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man .  nature,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  po« 
pulace  of  this  city  have  heard  fo  much  of  a 
grand  example  that  ought  to  be  exhibited  to 
Europe,  and  their  imaginations  have  dwelt 
fo  long  on  the  idea  of  a  King  being  tried 
for  his  life,  and  afterwards  led  to  execution, 
that  they  cannot  with  patience  bear  the 
thoughts  of  being  difappointed  of  fuch  ai> 
extraordinary  fpe£tacle« 

November  i« 

When  Roland  and  his  friends  were  attacked 
by  fo  active  and  fo  virulent  an  oppofition,  it 
'  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  could  efcape 
an  accufation  fo  eafy  to  make,  and  fo  difficult 
to  refute,  as  that  they  were  not  actuated  by 
the  genuine  principles  of  patriotifm,  but 
•merely  by  felfifli  motives,  and  that  they  had  no 
Other  objeS;  in  view  than  to  retain  the  lucra- 
tive offices  of  the  ftate  in  their  own  hands. 

To  ftifle  the  voice  of  flander  at  once, 
upon  this  fubjed,  Genfonn6  furprifed  the 
'ConventioA  lately  by  a  fpeech  in  which  he 

lamented 
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kmented  that  a  party^fpirit  had  mani» 
fefted  itfclf  fo  ftrongly  among  them.  He 
added  that  diiEdence  in  each  other,  the  na« 
tuial  effeA  of  the  numerous  treafons  which 
bad  lately  been  difcoTered,  alfo  prevailed  to 
an  alarming  degree ;  which,  joined  to  the 
envy  i^hich  generates  hatred,  and  pro* 
duc6s  division,  might  enable  defpotifm  to 
arife  again  out  of  anarchy  :  he  added,  that 
the  prefent  times  required  a  great  example 
of  felf-denial  to  dry  up  one  great  fource  of 
party  fpirit,  filence  calumny,  and  proye  to 
the  world  that  they  h^d  not  made  war  on 
royalty  on  purpofe  to  divide  the  f  egal  fpoils 
among  themfelves,  but  to  obtain  freedoni  to 
their  country — He .  therefore  moved  that  it 
Ibould  be  decreed  that  no  member  of  the 
Convention  ihould  be  capable  of  enjoying 
any  ofirce  in  the  government  for  tpn  years 
after  the  decree  had  pafledt 

All  the  members,  as  if  with  one  yoice, 
C^led  out,  Yes,  yes ;  they  fprung  from  their 

fcatS| 
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ibats,  in  a  fit  of  enthufiafm,  and  demanded 
that  the  propofal  of  Genfonnl  fliot)Id  bt 
laftantly  decreed,  whi^h  wa«  done  accordif 

This  pradice  of  palling  decrees  the  ioiUnt 
they  are  propofed,  without  refle£|tioD,  maj 
]be  attended  with  the  worft  confequepices  } 
us  for  thii  decree  in  particular,  it  ftrikes  fo 
dire&Iy  againft  the  views  of  thib  leading 
men  of  both  parties,  and  is  liable,  in  othef 
refpeds,  to  fo  many  weighty  pbjedion% 
that  I  fufpe^  it  will  not  be  long  in  forcf 
even  in  France ;  but  if  it  iboiild,  it  may 
fifford  comfort  to  the  minds  of  Englifhmeii 
lit  this  awful  period,  when  there  is  a  juft 
dread  of  the  prevalence  of  French  manners 
and  French  opinions,  to  refledl  that  there  ia 

■ 

too  much  folid  good  fenfe  in  the  Britilli 
parliament  to  s^dopt  fo  fpolifli  a  meafure 

Nofcmbor  %, 

A  190ft  unrelenting   fpirit  againft  the 

emigraQts^ 
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emigrants,  appears  as  often  as  they  are 
mentioned  in  the  Conventional  Aflemblj — 
I  fpdke  of  this  to  one  of  the  deputies  this 
evening,  expreffing  my  furprife  that '  no 
member  ever  faid  any  thing  in  their  favour, 
although  I  could  hardly  imagine  but  that^ 
in  fo  large  an  aflembly,  many  of  the  mem- 
bers had  relations  or  friends  among  them^ 

In  anfwer  to  my  obfervation  the  deputy 
faid,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  emigrants 
were  noblefle,  of  which  clafs  very  few  are 
members  of  the  Convention,  fo  that  there  is 
Kttle  cr  no  connection  by  blood,  and  as  little 
by  friendfhip,  between  the  deputies  and  emi- 
grants. I  take  it  for  granted,  added  he, 
that  you  do  not  think  any  meafure  too  fe« 
vere  for  thofe  emigrants  who  have  taken 
arms  againft  their  country,  and  as  for 
thofe  who  do  not  appear  in  arms,  it  is  well 
known  that  they  are  doing  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  excite  every  nation  in  Europe, 
particularly  the  £n^li(h,  againft  France,  and 

if 
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♦ 

if  they  facccefl,'  and  produce  a  counter  re- 
voluttonv there  is  no  doubt  but  thefe  emi^ 
grants  will  exercife  ftill  greater  cruelties 
againft  the  patriots. 

•  * 

I  replied,  that  the  Aflembly  had  faved 
the  emigrants  the  trouble  of  exciting  war, 
b]^  declaring  it  firft  j  for  that  no  natioa  had* 
declare^  war  with  France  hitherto  till- 
France  declared  war  with  it ;  that  with 
refpeft  fo  England,  I  imagined  that  whether 
ihe  (hould  enter  into  a  wai:  with  France  or- 
not,  would  depend  on  the  condud  of  the 
CQnvention,  and  not  on  any  thing  the  emi- 
grants  could  fay  or  do  ;  and,  finally,  that  if 
men  were  to  aft  cruelly  towards  thofe  whofc' 
perfons  or  property  were  in  their  power, 
on  a  fuppofition  that,  if  the  fituations  were 
reverfed,  thofe  whom  they  opprefs  would 
opprefs  them,  in  that  cafe  there  would  be 
nothing  but  oppreflion  and  cruelty  in  the 
world, 

I  then  mentioned  the  cafe  of  one  perfoa 

I  who 
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Ittio  ikSd  emigrated  iti  veiy  ^parddiltr  t^^ 
cumftance^  and  had  returned  to  France  fooH 
after^  ftating  th6  cafe  in  the  ftrongeft  and 

moft  favourable  light,  which  I  ciirtohdmcA 
with  docqments  that  I  hsld  in  mypoflleffiom 
Other  deputies  joined  us,  to  whom  % 
Hlfo  mentioned  this  cafe,  and  one  of  them 
*taldng  me  afide,  aflured  me  he  faw  it  in  the 
fame  point  of  view  that  I  did,  and  that  he 
would  do  \^hat  he  could  to  ferve  (he  per^ 
ioQ  in  queftion,  which,  notwithftanding  the 
favourable  circumftances,  mud  be  attempted 
with  delicacy,  becaufe  fuch  a  hatred  pre^ 
vailed  in  the  Convention  againft  all  emi-> 
grants>  and  fuch  a  jealoufy  of  each  other^  that 
whoever  feemed  a£tive  or  zealous  in  their  fa^ 
vour^  had  a  greater  probability  of  injuring 
bimfelf,  than  of  ferving  them.  You  will 
readily  believe,  added  he,  how  difficult  it  is  to 
procure  any  thing  like  favour  to  one  who  is 
both  a  noble  and  an  emigrant,  at  a  period 
when  thofe  nobles  who  never  emigrated^ 
c  but 
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bnt  on  the  contrary  have  taken  an  9£&vt 
part  in  the  Revolution  ^  are  looked  on  with 
diftruftful  and  jealous  eyes. — He  then  gave 
me  directions  how  to  proceed^  and  told  mc 
to  whom,  and  in  what  manner  to  apply—-* 
I  have  followed  his  advice,  and  with  the  heft 
hopes  of  fuccefs. 

In  the  gratification  of  this  hatred  to  thf 
emigrants,  as  in  many  other  inftances,  the 
Convention  overfteps  good  policy, 
.  General  Guftine  has  tranfmitted  letters  to 
the  Convention,  which  have  been  addreiTed 
to  him  from  emigrants  in  foreign  fervice^^ 
who  now  wifh  to  ferve  their  country,  pro- 
vided they  may  be  allowed  to  return  with 
fefety. 

General  Biron  has  likewife  written  to  the 
Convention  in  £ivour  of  fome  officers  who 
•have  been  in  the  army  of  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  and  now  implore  forgivenefs,  and 
the  Generars  mediation  with  the  Aflembly, 

that 
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tliat  they  may  be  permitted  to  retuifa  td 
France. 

In  both  cafes  the  Convention  pafled  to 
the  order  of  the  day — yet  as  Biron  is  at  pre- 
fent  a  very  popular  general,  and  as  Cufline 
has  jufl  taken  poifelllon  of  Frankfort,  and 
has  been  always  fuccefsful,  it  might  have 
been  expedled  that  more  attention  v^ould 
have  been  paid  to  their  applications. 

Befides,  at  this  moment  of  fudcefs,  leniefit 
and  conciliatory  meafures  towards  thofe  un- 
fortunate people  who  left  their  country  at 
a  time  when,  afluredly,  there  were  many 
reafons  for  leaving  it,  would  appear  generous 
to  all  Europe,  it  would  pleafe  the  numerous 
relations  and  friends  of  the  emigrants  in 
every  department  of  France,  and  go  farther 
to  attach  the  whole  nation  to  the  Revolution, 
than  any  of  the'  decrees  they  have  lately 
pafled,  or  perhaps  than  even  ^the  victories 
they  have  lately  gained. 

But 
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But  there  are  men  in  this  Convention^ 
and  unfbrtunately  leading  men  top,  who 
are  ready  to  facrifice  every  confideration  to 
the  gratification  of  their  paffions,  and  whoib 
rulingpaflionsfeem  to  be  hatred  and  revenge. 

This  day  the  Prefideacy  of  Guadet  ended^ 
and  Herault  de  Secbelles  was  eleded  to  fuc« 
ceed  hinu — Herault  is  a  man  of  about  thirty 
years  of  age^  of  an  open  engaging  coun* 
tenance,  and  genteel  appelrance,.  ctrcum- 
ftances  which  diitinguifli  him  in  this  Aflem-. 
hly:  it  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  he  is  not 
confidered  as  fo  much  devoted  to  the  Gi- 
rondifts  asany  of  the'late  Prefidents,  which 
Ik  confidered  as^a  proof  that  they  are  rather 
loiing: ground.  !    .    .. 

'  \  ■     '  irwfcjftbcf3. 

*.  As  the  Generar  Council  of  the  Munici* 
pallty  of  Palis,' which  was  formed  at  m^- 
night '  oa  ^e  ninth  of  Atiguft,  claim  the 
gUxry  of  the  Revolution,  they  thpu^t 
xasi9  II.      .         U  they 
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ijuf  htd  the  beft  right  to  rctsda  ai&  the 
poWer.of  thfiibtQi 

.  *  WkhoBt  con&ilttiig.  the  (btiooal  Afleom 
bly^tibefj^ifiued^^rdera  fpr  feafching  man/ 
hotds^  under  YEciobsjpmtesta;  detacfamehtt. 
of  lutiolia]  g^rdi,  iiniitr  leaden  diofea  by 
tte  C()dindV  weM  alfo  ient  to  pamcular 
chdrehei  add  Enlaces  ia  Baiw  aod-tbeiMij^ 
boudioqdy  and  confiderable  quantides  o£ 
plate,  and  other  valuaUe  efibda  .carried 
awa^^ under  the  preteirce  of  being  for  the 
public  iif6,  but  of  "which  a  large  portion  iiai 
bten  ^ttbezzled*     - 

SoBiQ'tt^mbers  of  the  National  AflemUf 
began  aoihort  time  after  the  tenth  of  Auguft 
to  fpeak  on  the  /ubjed  of  the&  embezzio* 
mettta)  ABii  propofed  to  make  an  enquiry  intOL 
that .  faufineia ;;  bdt  iht :  National  AfiesAly 
had  then  loft  all  eaeisgy ;  aod^  >ic(i>f ding  to^ 
aa  expceflion  .of  one  of  the  ideputies^  it  had 
bdppme  a  mere  engine /for  mannfiiiiftiiring 


(    «9*    ) 

fiecteea  p:  fdic^  req^iiitioi^  cf  the  Opyncijl  o^ 
thC' Co{n9Hii>e.    4«  often  a^  aoy  mention 

<^{(iiM9«  into  the  «xite^  of  t^efe  emb«Z7l«f> 
Jdrimt^'Attd  bfjr  mhom  they  had  be^cofiot)- 
IB^tte^the  propofal:5r4a  beard  with  ^yideqt 
nm^'iQi  iU  h»»pwr  by  all  the  m«©ter*  <f 
the  MeflPiUy  wh9  weitc  ^fo  membera  of  the 
Commune,  and  by  others.. inttmatdlfcoa^ 
si86ked  rfh&t  them*— They  ipvhfi.made  ihch 

propofiilat  findiDg .  themfelves  utxTupported, 

« 

dropped  them ; '  it  was  iiwt  thought  pntdeilc 
to  irritate  the  meu  who  iflucd  thbfe  [ordera 
of  arreft  hf  which  tJhc  prifons  harfl.bce* 
£lle4,  jttid  wlw),  in  the  cpinioa-  pC  :maay^ 
had  alfo  iflued  the  ordeia  by  srhiek :  dkej 
luid  been  emptied^ 

It  was  expedled   that   the  CotafxaaAon 

would  be  able  to  effect  what  the  iMd  Nar 

^tional  Aflembly  attempted  in  vain,  aod  tQis^ 

firaia  die  poWer  of  the  Mi^nidpaliry  witfajd 

Its  proper  limits.  An  account  of  the  ufurpa-* 

U  z  .       tions 
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,         •  •  •     ^  •  »  • 

tions  of  tKe  General  Council  had  beeil 
Written  to  all  the  departments  of  France; 

«  • 

many  of  the  deputies  to  the  Convention 
had  come  to  Paris,  prepoflefled  with  the  idea 
that  Paris  wifhed  to  govern  the  ftate  inde* 
pendent  of  all  the  other  departments — ^that 
the  General  Council  governed  Parisi,  and 
that  Danton  and  Kobefpierre  governed  the 
General  Council.  >     - 

i  Having  heard  that  a  debate  of  importance 
^as  expeded,  I  went  to  the  Conventional 
Afiembly  two  days  ago  earlier  than*  ufual* 

Roland  was  to  prefent  a  memorial  refpefi- 
ing  the  ftate  of  Paris*  When  he  appeared^ 
contrary  to'  cuftom,  th*y  ploftponed  thebufi- 
Xiefs  tl»en  Iranfading,  to  attend  to  him.^^-rHe 
began  by  faying,  that  if  the  ftrength  of  his 
.▼oicewas  equal  to  that  of  his  miad,he  ihould 
himfelf  read  the  addrefs  which  he  held  iQ  his 
hand;  but  as  his  breafl  was  delicate,  he  begged  * 
that  one  of  the  fecretaries  might  be  allowed 
•  .  a  ;        to. 


4 

r 
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to  read  it  for  him, — ^Lanjuinais  afcended  the 
tribune,  and  read. 

In  this    memorial  were    ftated  all  the 

r  * 

ufurpations  and  a£t&  of  defpotifm  which 
had  been  committed  by  the  Commune  fince 
the  tenth  of  Auguft, '  many  of  which  were 
unknown  to  the  generality  of  the  deputies^, 
and  feemed  to  fill  them  with  equal  furprife 
and  indignation. — Roland  ftated  that  he  had 
often  required  fome  account  of  the  money, 
plate,  and  effcGts  which  had  been  feized  by 
commiflioners  from  the  Commune  at  Senlis, 
Chahtilly,  THotel  de  Coigny,  and  other 
hotels,  without  having  had  any  fatisfadtory 
anfwer :  that  he  had  alfo  addrefled  himfelf 
to  them  to  know  how  Lewis  XVI.  and  his 
family  were  treated  in  the  Temple^  but  no 
notice  had  been  taken  of  his  demand.  After 
having  demonftrated  how  both  public  and 
private  property  had  been  violated,  he  de- 
manded whether  perfonal  furety  had  been 
fetter  protected,    This  led  him  to  mentioa 

.    '     Vy  the 
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the  boiTon  of  the  beginning  of  September^ 
v^hich  he  pretty  plainly  infinuated  were 
com^utted  by  the  leaders  of  the  Common 
GoiiQcil^  tvhd»  he  aflerted^  were  ftill  me- 
iliUting  the  moft  rapacious  and  bloody 
4ei)gQS  in  fupport  of  their  avarice  and 
ambition «--:With  this  memorial  Roland 
presented  a  letter  ^drelTed  to  the  Minifter 
t>f  Juftice,  in  which  information  is  given^ 
^^  tha(  .  expreflions  of  the  mod  alarming 
tendency  had  been  nfed  by  certain  perfons 
of  late:  that  it  had  been  even  infinuated 
tba^  the  bufinefs  Ifcgm  >n  September  had 
not  been  coiQpleted  ;  that  the  whole  cab^ 
of.  Roland  and .  Br iflbt  Should  be  cut  offi 
thuc  there  was  a  fcheme  for  this  purpofe  i 
that  Vergniau^y  Guadeti  Buzot^.La  Source^ 
apd  others  difplqafed  the  real  patriots  ;  and 
that. ito^g/^/iprr^  was  the  propereft .petfon  for 
condu6la;ig  the  government  in  the  prefent 
emergency. 

^  VUi  t^e  villain  !*'  pne  pf  the  membaf 

called 
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I 

<t1Ud  aloud,  as  fooa  as  this  ttam€  wis  pro 
ncunced.  * 

There  was  fuch  an  uproar  in  the  AiTembl  j 
for  fome  time  after  Rolatid's  memorial  ha4 
been  read,  that  no  perfon  in  particular  could 
be  difttndly  heard :  the  noife  waa  mofUj 
occafioned  by.  expreflions  of  rage  againft 
Robefpierre,  and  partly  by  a  cry  that  the 
memorial  fhould  be  printed,  and  fent  to  all 
the  departments  and  all 'the  municipalities 
in  France. 

Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribune;  the  cry 
againft  him  was  fo  violent  that  his  voice 
could  not  be  diftinguiihed :  he  atiaftwis 
heard  to  fay,  tltat  he  wifhed  to  juftify  hipi* 
/elf  from  the  calumnies  of  the  Minifter. 
He  was  interrupted  by  a  new  cry  to  dc^e 
die  difcuflion :  he  then  faid  he  wiflxed  to 
fytsk  againft  the  printing  of  the  memorial 

This  was  alfo  refufed  by  a  pretty  unt* 
iKiial  exclamation ;  but  on  its  being  obferted, 
that  they  could  not  decree  a  propofition 

U  4  wiihout 
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withcut  hearing  thofe  who  wifhed  to  fpiik 
agaiaft  it,  he  was  allowed  to  proceed*  He 
l>egah  with  a  few  fentences  concerning  the 
printing  the  paper,  and  immediately  deviated 
into  an  eulogium  on  hia  o^n  conduS. 
Guadet,  the  Prefident,  reminded  him  of  the 
queftion. 

*•  I  have  no  need  of  your  admonitions,** 
iaid  Robefpierre ;  "  I  know  very  wdl  on 
what  I  have  to  fpeak.** 

*'  He  thinks  himfelf  already  Didator,"  ex- 
claimed a  membeh 

*'  Robefpierre,  fpeak  againft  the  printing,^ 
iaid  the  Prefident. 

Robefpierre  then  refumed,  and  declaimed 
on  every  thing  except  again  ft  the  printing. 

His  voice  was  again  drowned  by  an  out* 
cry  againft  his  wanderings.  The  Prefident 
ftrove  to  procure  filence,  that  Robefpierre 
might  be  heard  ;  which  he  no  fooner  was^ 
than  he  accufed  the  Prefident  of  encouraging 
the  clamour  againfl  him. 

No  accufation  could  be  more  unjuft  or 

•» 

mpre 


^ore  injii^icious  than  this,  becauie  it  Was 
falfe,  and  becaufe  every  body  prefent  waa 
v^itnefs  to  its  falfehood.  The  Prefident  had 
done  all  in  his  power  that  Hobefpierre  might 
be  heard,  and  had  adually  broken  three  bells 
by  ringing  to  procure  him  (lience. 

Tlie  Prefident  then  faid,  **  Robefpieite^ 
VOU8  Yoyez  les  efforts  que  je  fais  pour  ra^ 
xoenerle  filence — mais  je  vous  pardonne 
une  calomnie  de  plus*," 

Robefpierre  refumed^  and  continued  tp 
fpeak  of  himfelf  a  confiderable  time  in  th^ 
mod  flattering  terms. 

Many  people  prefer  fpeaking  of  them- 
felves  to  any  other  topic  of  difcourfe^  as  well 
as  Robefpierre  ;  but  in  him  this  propenfity 
is  irrefiftibie.  Praife  ads  as  a  cordial  on 
the  fpirits  of  moil  people,  but  it  is  the  praife 
they  receive  from  others  which  has  that 

*  Robefpienrej  you  are  yourfelf  witnefs  to  the  eiForts 
I  have  made  to  reftor^  filence  i  but  I  forgive  you  that 
additional  calumny, 

efied: 
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tSt€t:  what  is  peculiar  to  Robefi^eire  It^ 
that  he  feems  as  much  enlivened  by  the 
cttlbgiea  h^  beftows  on  bimfelf^  as  others  are 
by  the  applaufe  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

The  panegyric  he  pronounced  on  his  Owo 
\irtues  evidently  raifed  his  fpirits,  aEnd  in* 
fpired  him  with  a  courage  which  at  laft  pre- 
cipitated him  into  ra(hnefs.     ^^  A  fyftem  of 

calumny  is  eftablifhed,**  (aid  he  with  a  lofty 
voice,  ^  and  againft  whom  is  it  dire£tedi 

againil  a  zealous  patriot.  Yet  who  is  ther^ 
among  you  who  dares  rife  and  accufe  me 
to  my  face  ?** 

^  Moi,"  exclaimed  a  voice  from  one  end 
of  the  halU  There  was  a  profound  (ilence^ 
iq  the  midft  of  which,  a  thin^  lank,  pal^ 
faced  man  ftalked  along  the  hall  like  a  fpedre; 
and  being  come  diredily  oppofite  to  the  tri- 
Imney  he  fixed  Robefpierre,  and  faid^  Ot^u 
RsAefpierre^  cejl  moi  qui  i" accufe  *. 

.  It  was  Jcan^Baptlfte  Louvct# 

^    *  Ye8|  Robefpierre,  it  it  I  who  accufe  you. 

Kobcf^ 
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Robe^erre.  w^a  coofounded :  be  ftood 
motionlefs,  and  turned  pale ;  be  could  not 
have  leemed  more  alarmed  bad  a  bleeding 
bead  ijpoken  to  him  from  ja  char^er« 

Louvet  afeended)  and  appeared  in  the  front 
of  ^  the  tribune^  while  Robefpierre  Ihrunk  tQ 
one  fide. 

Danton  perceiving  bow  very  much  his 
friend  was  difconcerted,  called  out«  ^^  Con^ 
tiauci  Robefpierre,  there  are  many  good 
citizens  here  to  hear  you/* 

This  feemed  to  be  a  hint  to  the  people  in 
the  galleries^  that  they  might  ihew  thenv- 
felve4  in.  fupport  of  the  patriot— but  they 
remained  neuter. 

The  Aifembly  was  in  fuch  confufion  for 
fome  time,  that  nothing  diftind  could  be 
beard.  Rdbefpierre  again  attempted  to  fpeak 
* — ^his  difcourfe  was  as  confufed  as  the  Ai&m« 
biy — ^hc  quitted  the  tribune. 

Danton  went  into  it  \  hb  drift  was  to 
prevent  Louvet  from  being  heard,  and  to 
propofe  a  future  day  for  taking  into  con-^ 

fideratioQ 
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fidcratioh  .Roland's  memorial ;  and  as  Marat 
fecmed  at  this  time  to  be  rather  en  mauvaUe 
odeur  with  the  Convention,  Danton  thought 
proper  to  make  a  declaration  which  had  no 

*  « 

connexion  with  the  debate,  and  which 
nobody  thought  finccre :  "  Je  declare  a  la 
Republique  entiere/'  he  exclaimed,  <*  que  je 

n'aime  point  Tindividu  Marat,     Je  declare 

* 

avec  franchife  que  j*ai  fait  rexperiencc  dc 
fon  temperament,  et  qu'il  eft  non-fculement 

▼olcanique  et  acariSltre — mais  infociable  */' 

•  •  • 

This  conveys  no  favourable  idea  of  Dan- 
ton's  eloquence.  After  finding  the  two  firft 
qualities  in  Marat,  it  is  furprifing  that  he  - 
could  fearch  for  a  third.  It  is  as  if  a  man 
were  to  give  as  his  reafon  for  not  keeping 
company  with  an  old  acquaintance,  that  he 
not  only  found  him  quite  mad,  and  always 
ready  to  dab  thoffe  near  him  with  a  dagger; 

'  *  I  declare  to  the  whole  RepubHo,  th;it  I  do  not  love 
Marat.  I  frankly  acknowledge  that  I  have  fome  ex- 
perience of  the  man  ;  and  I  find  not  only  that  he  is 
boifterous  2^A  quarrelfome,  but  alfo  unfociable. 

but 
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Init  that,  orer  and  above,  he  was  fomedmel 
a  little  too  referred.  >     ' 

This  did  tict  divert  Louvet  from  hla 
]purpofe:  he  pcrfevcred,  and  the  Affcmbiy 
decreed  that  he  ihould  be  heard.  ' 

November  4. 

.  He  began  By  requefting  the  Prefident's 
jprote£tiota,  that  he  might  be  heard  without 
interruption,  for  he  was  going  to  mention 
things  that  would  be  mortally  offenfive  to 
fome  prefent— who,  he  faid,  were  already 
fore,  and  would  be  apt  to  fcream  when  he 
came  to  touch  the  tender  parts. — As  he  con- 
tiflued  a  little  on  fome  preliminary  topics, 
Danton  exclaimed,  **  I  defire  that  the  ac- 
cufer  would  put  his  finger  into  the  wound.'* 
*'  i  intend  it,'*  replied  Louvet;  "  but  why 
does  Danton  fcream  beforehand  ?" 

Louvet  then  proceeded  to  unfold  the  po- 
pular artifices  by  which  Robefpierrp  acquired 
his  influence  in  the  Jacobin  Society  :  "  that 
he  had  introduced  into  it  a  number  of  men 

^devoted 


^otcd  to  hm^  and^by  afi  i^^fl^fat  «ardl6 
of  his  power,  had  drivefi  ibpbe  of  the  ittdft 
re%^£table  ijMmliergout  of  itf  that  s&gtxbt 
tooth  of  Augtxft.he  liad  beeaxhofen  of  ti^ 
€k>uncil  Geaend  of  the  Comomnci  aa^  apr 
quired  equal^  influence  there.  Where  he 
was  on  that  piemqcable  day^J'  faid  Louyet, 
*'  nobody  can  tell ;.  itil  wiei  koow  is,  that, 
like  Sofia  in  the  play,  be  did  not  appear  till 

• 

after  the  battle.  On  the  eleventh  or  twelfth 
he  prefented  himfelf  to  the  Comniune,  and 
under  bis  aufpices  all  the  orders  for  arrefling 

r 

the  citizens  were  iHued ; — ^that  orders  had 
been  given  for  arrefting  Rx)land  and  Briflbtf 
which,  by  the  care  of  fome  of  their  friends, 
had  not  beea  executed ;— that  a  band  of 
men  had  arrogated  to  themfglves  the  hQnpur 
of  the  Revolution  of  Augufl,  whereas  the 
malTacres  of  September  only  belonged  to 
them.*' — Here  Talien  and  fome  others  of 
Robefpierre's  faAion,  who  were  alfo  of  the 
General  Council|  began  to  murmur;  on 

7  which. 
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Ueflf^i  aord  LouYft  rdfumed^'with  great  ani^^ 
mation^^^*  Yea,  turbariaiis !  to  you  bclocq^ 
the  homd  vutfiacrea^of  September,  vfhkh 
j^  n0W  iQif«iie  to  tfafe  ci^izeM  of  P^is. 
Tbc  clilt«fi8  of  Pjuis  wtfe  aU  prefent  at  t]i« 
Tiiilertes  on  tbe  tenth  of  Aug^ift,  but  v^kQ 
were  vritnefies.toihe  murders  in  September? 
Two,  oir  pdrhaps.  threes  huadred  i^pe^atorsj 
whtmi  an  incomprehenfihle  curiofky  had 
ihawa  be&re  the  prifons.  But  it  i8  a£k:ed« 
Why  then  did  not  the  <iitizens  preveiH  them? 
Becaafe  they  wete  ftfwck  with  terror  j  the 
^arm  guns  had  been  fired^  the  t0i:fia  bad 
foooded;  becauie  diair  ears  were  impofed 
on  hy  faTie  rumours ;  becaufe  their  eyes  weta 
aftoni(hed  at  the  fight  of  fnttnkipal  rofficerty^ 
di^Qedin  fcarfe,pre£idtng2it  tfae;executions^ 
becaufe  Roland  exdabaed  in  vain ;  becanib 
Danton,  the  Mmiller  of  Juftice,  was  fiJcnt; 
and  becaufe  Santerre,  the  Commander  of  the 
National  Guar(b,  remnned  ina^Te.:  I  Soon 

after 
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<fter  thefe  lamentable  fcenes/'  continued 
Loilvet,  **  the  Legiflative  Aflembly  was  fre- 
quently calumniated,  infulted,  and  even 
threatened,  by  this  infolent  demagogue.*' 
•  Here  Louvet  being  interrupted  by  the 
Exclamations  of  Robefpierre^s  adherents. 
La  Croix  went  up  to  the  tribune,  and  de« 
dared,  that  one  evening,  while  he  was  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Legiflative  Aflenfbly,  but  not 
in  the  chair,  Robefpierre,  at  the  head  of  a 
deputation  of  the  General  Council,  came>to 
the  bar  with  a  particular  petition,  which 
Lacroix  oppofed,  and  the  AfTembly  pafled 
to  the  order  of  the  day ;  that  having  retired 
to  the  extremity  ©f  the  hall,  Robefpierre 
laid  to  him,  that  if  the  Legiflative  Afliembly. 
v^ould  not  with  good  will  do  what  he  re- 
quired, he  would  force  them  to  do  it  by  the 
found  of  the  tocfin ;  on  which  Lacroix  (aid, 
he  had  taken  his  feat  as  Prefident,  and  ro« 
lated  to  the  Aflfembly  what  had  pafled. 
Other  oaembers  bore  teftlmony  of  Robef- 

pierre*s 


pidtt^B  having  pronounced  the  threat,  and 
they  confirmed  the  truth  of  all  that  Lacroix 
had  related*     One  added^  that    Lacroix's 

« 

friends  had  entreated  him  not  to  return  to 
his  own  houfe  that  evening,  by  the  Terrace 
of  the  f  ^uillans,  becaufe  aflaflins  were  polled 
there  to  murder  him» 

This  interlude  excited  frefh  indignation 
(l^ainft  Robefpierre,  who  made  fome  efForrs 
to  be  heard  from  the  tribune*  One  of  the 
tnembers  obferved^  that  a  man  ^accufed  of 
fuch  a  crime  ought  not  to  place  himfelf  in 

♦ 

the  tribune^  but  at  the  ban 

•Robefpierre  perfifted  ;  but  the  Aflembly 
decided,  that  he  fliould  not  be  heard  till 
Louvet  had  finUhed. 

"  The  Legiflative  Aflembly/'  faid  Louvw> 
refuming  the  very  fentence  at  which  he  had 
been,  interrupted,  "  was  calumniated,  in* 
fulted)  and  menaced  by  this  infolent  dema- 
gogue, who,  widi  eternal  profcriptions  in 
his  mouthi  accufed  fome  of  the  mod  de- 

VOL.  !!•  X  fcrving 
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•    ferving  reprefentatives  of  the  people  with 
having  fold  the  nation  to  Brunfwick,  and 
accufed  them  the  day  before  the  affaffina- 
tions  began  :  in  his  bloody  profcriptions  all 
the  new  minifters  were  included  except  one, 
and  that  one  always  the  fame.  Will  it  be 
in  thy  power,  Danton,"  continued  Louvet^ 
darting  his  eyes  on  the    late  Minifter  of 
Juftice, "  to  juftify  thy  character  to  pofterity 
for  that  exception  ?  Do  not  expe<^  to  blind  us 
now  by  difavowing  Marat,  that  enfant  perdu 
de  VaJfaJJinat :  it  was  through  your  influence, 
by  your  harangues  at  the  Eledoral  Aflem- 
blies,  in  which  you  blackened  Prieftley,  and 
white-waflied  Marat,  that  he  is  now  of  this 
Convention.  Upon  that  occafion  I  demanded 
'     leave  to  fpeak  againft  fuch  a  candidate :  as 
I  retired,  I  w^s  furrounded  by  thofe  men, 
with  bludgeons  and  falx'es,  with  whom  the 
future  Dictator  was  always  accompanied : 
thofe  body  guards  of  Robefpierre,  during 
the  period  of  the  maflacres,  often  looked  M 

me 
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tne  with  threatening  countenances,  and  one 
of  them  faid,  //  will  be  your  turnfoon.*^ 

Louvet  added,  that  he  accufed  Robef- 
pierre  of  having  calumniated  fome  of  the 
inoft  nieritorious  citizens  of  the  Republic ; 
of  having  accufed  them  unjuftly,  at  a  time 
when  accufation  was  profcription ;  of  having 
infulted  and  menaced  the  National  Aflembly ; 
of  having  domineered  over,  and  by  intrigue 
and  terror  influenced,  the  eledtiohs  of  the 

Eleftoral  Aflemblies  of  Paris  ;  and  of  having 

..     »    * 

Attempted  the  fupreme  power.  He  de- 
manded  that  a  committee  might  be  appointed 

to  examine  into  his  condu£t. 

»  » 

He  then  faid  that  he  accufed  another  man 
who  had,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  all  France, 

•    •  * 

been  introduced  among  them  by  the  former, 
of  whom  he  was  the  tool.  Several  voices 
called  out,  Marat !  Louvet  concluded  by 
faying,  that  he  hoped  they  would  alfo 
pronounce  a  decree  again  ft  all  thofe  mon- 
fiers  who  inftigate  to  murder  and  aiTaflina- 

X  2  tion, 


fiationy  againft  a  £si^ion  which  from  perfM 
ndi  ambition  was  tearing,  the  Republic  in 
pieces ;  and  that  they  would  alfo  decree  that 
the  Executive  Power,  in  cafes  of  commotion^ 
might  call  upon  all  the  military  force  in  the 
department  of  Paris^  and  order  it  to  ai^  for 
the  reftoration  of  tranqyoillity  in  the  maimer 
k  judged  expedient* 

Robefpierre  afcended  the  tribune  as  fooi^ 
as  Louvet  had  finiflied*. 

The  AfTembly  feemed  unwilliag  to  hear 
bim:    fbme    propofed  that  the  difeuiBoa 
fliould  be  poftponed  till  next  day,  and  that 
then  Robefpierre  £bould  be  hqarda^  the  bar* 
Louvet  moved  that  he  fhould  be  heard  im-* 
mediately.     Robefpierre  deckred  that   he 
di4  not  intend  to  make  hb  anfwer  then^  hut 
defired  that  the  cth  of  November  mi|^t  be 
appointed  for  that  purpofe» — ^This^  atta^  of 
Louvet,  and  the.  debate  which    fcllowedy. 
took  place  feveral  days  ago.    Lpqvet  was^ 
greatly  admired  for  the  firmneiV  of  his  be* 

J,  haviour 


« 

(    3^9    ) 

t 

I 

r^  stnd  th€  acutenef^  of  fome  of  kh 

Robefpierre  was  tkrown  into  fuch  con^ 
fuilon,  that  he  did  not  fully  recover  his  fpi« 
rits  and  recolle£tioa  'afterwards.  The  ef- 
fed  <$f  eloquence  on  an  affembly  of  French- 
men is  violent  and  inftantaneous :  the  indig-  ' 
nation  which  Louvet's  fpeech  raifed  againft 
Robefpierre  was  prodigious ;  at  fome  parti- 
cukr  parts  I  thought  his  perfon  in  danger.  I 
fancy  the  demand  of  fo  long  an  interval  be-^ 
fore  he  fliould  make  his  defence,  was  fug-  , 
gefted  by  Danton,  or  fome  other  of  his 
friends ;  it  was  a  prudent  meafure,  had  he 
attempted  to  anfwer  immediately,  he  muft 
have  loft  his  caufe:  all  his  eloquence  and  ad- 
drefs  could,  not  at  that  time  have  effaced  the 
ftrong  impreflion  which  Louvet  had  made. 

Although  he  drew  the  attack  on  himfelf 
by  his  imprudent  boafting,  yet  he  was  taken 
unprepared :  the  galleries  in  parti(^ular  had 
been  neglefked  on  that  day,  for  the  audience 

X  3  ihewed 
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(hewed  no   partiality — ^a  thing  fo  unufual 
when  he  fpoke,  that  it  is  believed  to  have 

helped  greatly  to  difconcert  him. 

NoTcmbcr  5. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  fcene  above 
defcribedy  Roland  wrote  to  the  Convention, 
that  a  late  addrefs  of  the  Commune  of  Paris, 
which  had  fwt  been  ordered  by  the  Conven- 
tion to  be  printed,  or  tranfmitted  to  the  de- 
partments, had  neverthelefs  been  inclofed  in 
covers  directed  and  franked  by  the  Mayor 
of  Paris,  and  put  into  the  poft-oi&ce :  that 
he  had  ordered  them  to  be  flopped,  becaufe 
the  Convention  had  difapproved  of  the  ad- 
drefs, and  becaufe  he  believed  the  name  of 
Petion  on  the  covers  to  be  forged  • 

Petion  immediately  rofe,  and  declared 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  intention .  of 
tranfmitting  the  addrefs  to  the  departments, 
and  had  franked  none  of  the  covers^ 

This  letter  from    Roland   produced  a 

8  warm 
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warm  debate,  which  ferved  only  to  animate 
the  two  parties  more  violently  againft  eacH 
other;  one  accufing  the  Commune  of  a  low 
and  fadious  manoeuvre,  in  endeavouring  td 
circulate  an  addrefs  difapproved  of  by  the 
Convention,  ^nd  which  is  of  a  pernicious 
tendency  ;  the  other  accufing  the  Minifter  of 
a  defpotic  and  illegal  a£t  in  wounding  pub- 
lic confidence,  by  arrefting  the  courfe  of 
correfpondence. 

Like  all  debates  in  a  numerous  afiembly, 
where  the  paffions  are  inflamed^  it  foon  de- 
viated from  the  obje£k  on  which  it  began, 
and  exteilded  to  other  fubjeAs  of  recrimi- 
nation J  during  which  Barbaroux  of  Mar- 
feilles,  who  had  been  prevented  from  fpeak- 
ing  on  the  day  on  which  Louvet  accufed 
Robefpierre,  made  a  very  fpirited  harangue 
againft  the  latter  and  his  partifans.  It  was 
nearly  to  the  fame  purpofe  with  that  of  Lou- 
vet, but  .more  correft  and  concife :  its  ob- 
jedis  were  to  remove  all  jealoufy  of  the 

X  4  Marfeillois, 
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MarfeilloiSy  to  urge  the  neceflity  ef  an  armed 
force  to  protedthe  Convention  from  the  bni« 
tality  of  the  mob,  and  to  increafe  the  AifpU 
cions  of  the  ambitious  views  of  Robefpierre, 

He  began  by  aiking  **  if  the  reprcfenta* 
lives  of  twenty-five  millions  of  men  were  to 
bend  their  heads  to  thirty  fiEidious  perfons,'* 

•*  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  are  ac^ 
cufed  of  having  proje&ed  a  federal  republic*'* 
continued  Barbaroux ;  **  yet  we,  their  repre- 

» 

fentatives,  declare,  that  they  have  intruded 
us  to  oppofe  every  proj^'of  that  natiur^^ 
I  call  on  Marat  to  rife  and  prove  that 
ever  there  waa  fuch  a  projed,  or  to  own 
himfelf  to  be  a  calumniator.*' 

^^  The  frieqds  of  Roland  are  accde4 
cf  wiihing  to  domiae<;r  by  means  of  tbo 
«rme4  force  which  is  requifite  to  main# 
tain  the  independence  of  the  Convent 
tion;  I  undertake  to  prove,  wh^i  thai 
queftion  comes  regularly  before  us,  that  thit 
If  wn4?w4  MPpoffible  by  the  very  mannee 

in 
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la  \vliich  that  force  is  propofed  to  be  efta^ 
bliihed.  It  is  not  to  be  formed  of  Swifs 
guards^  but  of  French  citizens  from  the 
eighty-three  departments. 

"  Thofe  agitators/*  continued  Barbarous^ 
•*  who  for  villanous  purpofes  wifh  to  fpread 
anarchy  over  the  nation,  have  the  audacity  to. 
isftbty  brought  on  the  revolution  of  Auguft^ 
and  by  that  falfehood  try  to  make  us  forget 
their  project  of  a  Didiator,  their  numerous 
robberies  and  their  horrid  murders  in  Sep^ 
tember ;  but  they  never  can  be  forgotten  j  nor 
^ull  I  ceafe  to  ad  againft  that  fadion,  till 
the  murderers  are  punifhed,  the  efieds  rcw 
ftoi^dv  and  thtf  dilators  thrown  from  the 
rock. 

*^  What,"  continued  Barbaroux,  **  can 
Ibore  plainly  demonftrate  the  ambitious  pro« 
jeds  of  thofe  men,  than  that  which  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned  in  the  Convention  ; 
pamely»  that  immediately  before  the   loth 

©^  Auguft,  Robefpierrc  invited  Rcbccqul 

»n4 
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and  me  to  his  houfe  ?  He  fpoke  to  us  of  the 
neccffity  of  our  rallying  all  our  force  under, 
fome.  man  who  enjoyed  great  popularity ; 
and  Panis,  as  we  took  our  leave,  named 
Robefpierre  as  the  propereft  man  for  being 
Dictator.  And  Robefpierre  himfelf  pro- 
pofed  in  the  committee  of  twenty*onc, 
that  the  Council  General  of  the  Commune 
ihould  be  authorifed  to  form  itfelf  at 
once  into  a  jury  of  accufation,  a  jury  of 
judgment,  and  a  tribunal  for  applying  the 
law.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  he  himfelf 
had  the  chief  influence  in  the  General  Coun* 
cil.  And  finally,"  faid  Barbaroux, "  this  very 
man,  on  another  occafion,  eager  to  obtain 
a  decree,  came  to  the  bar  of  the  National 
Aflembly,  and  threatened  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation  to  make  the  tocfm  be  founded, 
if  they  did  not  form  one  as  he  thought 
proper  to  dictate.'* 

This  difcourfe,  while  it  increafed  the  in- 
dignation already   kindled  againft   Robef^ 

pierre,  mufl  alfo  tend  to  make  his  adherents 

more 
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•  > 

more  zealous  to  defend  him : — it  is  their 
own  caufe:-^when  the  murderers  of  the 
prifoners,  and  the  embezzlers  of  goods  are 
threatened,  many  members  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  more  of  the  General  Council, 

« 

muft  be  in  a  ftate  of  fevere  alarm.     And  fe-« 

verely  will  this  alarm  be  avenged  if  thefe  men 
ihould  ever  qbtain  the  afcendency  in  the 
Convention.  On  the  2d  of  September,  they 
fliewed  what  is  to  be  expeded  from  them 
when  in  power. 

November  6. 

Great  inconveniency  was  found  in  the 
Convention,  from  the  petitions  which  for- 
merly were  allowed  to  be  prefented  at  all 
times.  By  a  late  decree,  all  petitions  are 
ordered  to  be  referved  for  Sunday,  when, 
unlefs  fomething  of  great  importance  inter- 
venes, the  fole  bufinefs  is  to  attend  to  them. 

This  renders  it  the  leaft  interefting  day 
for  attending  the  Convention.  I  went  laft 
Sunday,  in  company  with  an  Englifh  gentle- 
man,  to  St.  Cloud.     This  was  the  fummer 

refidence 


(    3«6    ) 

refidcncc  t>f  the  Orleans  family  from  tb« 
time  that  Mmfieur^  brother  to  Le^ris  XlV« 
built  the  chateau,  till  lately* 

From  the  houfe  itfdf,  as  well  as  from 
maay,  parts  of  thie  delicious  park^  there 
is  aa  extenfive  view  comprehending  Paris^ 
all  the  viliatf  &roufMi  it,  a  rich  !attdA:ape  of 
hills,  woods  and  meadows,  through  which 
the  Seine  flows  in  mamy  graceful  windingSt^ 
The  cafcade  b  greatly  admired,  and  thd 
park  has  been  .confidered  as  the  happieft  ef^ 
fort  of  the  genius  of  Le  Noftre,  who  has 
made  a  delightful  ufe  of  all  the  variety  of 
furface  it  contains,  as  well  as  of  the  Seine 
which  flows  by  it. — St.  Clou<l »  in  the  opi- 
nion of  many,  was  preferable  to  any  of  the 
royal  villas  before  it  became  one  of  them  : 
it  was  purchafed  by  the  Queen  from  the 
Puke  of  Orleans  about  five  or  fix  years  ago, 
fmce  which  time,  the  apartments  within 
the  chateau  have  been  altered  at  a  great  ex- 
pence^  and  much  improved,    Nothidg  can 

be 
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be  conceived  more  commodious.  Kotwltk^ 
ftanding  the  richocfd  and  magnificence  of 
fcHne  of  the  apartments,  this  palace,  with  all 
its  rplendid  furniture,  has  remakied  hilherta 
undefporled  and  unfullied. 

The  contraO:  b^tweien  the  m9gni$cenq$ 
we  were  b^holdrng,  and  the  wretched  i^)art- 
ment  in  which  the  perfon  for  whom  rhac 
magnificence  was  prjepar^d  is  confiaed,  natu- 
rally prefented  itfelf  to  ota:  minds«  This  ideay 

* 

with  that  of  the  various  aggravating  circmdi- 
ftanccs  which  attend  her  confinement,  made 
us  conten^late  the  fplendour  of  Su  Cloud 
through  a  very  gloomy  medium*  The  whole 
manner  of  the  man  who  condu£l:ed  ua 
through  the  apartments,  fufiiciently  evinced 
that  his  thoughts   fprang   from   the  fame 

iburce,  and  flowed  in  the  fame  channel  with 
ours. 

Thofe  who  have  had  the  curlofity  to  vi(it 
the  houfes  of  princes  and  villas  of  nobility, 
may  have  remarked  with  what  oftentation 

and 
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and  pride  the  houfe-keeper  and  lervants 
conduA  ft  rangers  through  magnificent  apart- 
ments :  they  enjoy  the  admiration  of  the 
vifitors,  and  fwell  with  felf-importance  in 
proportion  to  the  richnefs  of  the  furniture. 
They  are  not,  however,  more  grofsly  mifta- 
kcn  than  thofe  proprietors,  who,  deriving  all 
their  importance  from  the  fame  quarter^ 
think  it  amounts  to  ar  great  deal. 

Nothing  of  this  kind,  but  all  that  is  oppo- 
fite,  appeared  in  the  demeanour  of  the  man 
who  attended  us  through  the  palace  of  St. 
Cloud :  his  mind  evidently  borrowed  no 
pride  from  the  magnificence  he  had  under 
his  care,  but  feemed  rather  to  be  engrofled 
with  the  fad  fate  of  the  owners,  and  the  fo« 
licitudes 


laqueata  circum  te£la  volantes. 


The  annals  of  the  unfortunate  do  not  record 
any  fituation  more  dreadful  than  that  of  the 
unhappy  Queen  of  France* 

Any 
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.  Any  woman  in  her  (ituation  would' be 
exceedingly  miferable ;  but  we  cannot  help 
thinking  that  (he  muft  be  more  miferable 
than  any  other  woman  in  the  fame  (itua* 
tion. 

The  diftance  at  which  her  rank  feemed 
to  have  placed  her  from  the  reach  of  the 
mifery  which  now  furrounds  and  threatens 
to  overwhelm  her,  renders  her  fufferings 
more  acute.     This  circumftance,  indepen- 
dent of  any  abfurd  prejudice  in  favour  of 
rank,  muft  increafe  the  fympathy  of  eVery 
feeling  heart.    Although  fhe  is  the  daughter 
of  an  Emprefs,  the  fifter  of  Emperors,  and 
the  wife  of  a  King  who  was  lately  confi- 
dered  the  moft   powerful  in   Europe,  (lie 
feems  now  more  pre-eminent  in  wretched- 
nefe  than  ever  (he  was  in  rank  and  fplendor. 
She  was  not  only  a  queen,  but  is  a  beauti- 
ful woman  ;  not  only  accuftomed  to  the  in* 
terefted  and  oftentatious  fubniidion  that  at- 
tends power,  but  to  that  more  pleafing  atten- 
tion 
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tioii  and  obedience  which  are  paid  to  beaotf  # 
Fortune  accompanied  her  friendihip^  and 
kappineia  her  fmiles.  She  found  her  wifheA 
anticipated,  and  faw  her  very  looks  obeyed.-<« 
How  painful  muft  now  be  the  dreadful  re* 
Yerfe !  Shut  up  In  a  priibn,  furrounded  wifh 
barbarians,  wretches  who  rejoice  in  her  cala-* 
mity  and  infult  her  forrow^  with  what 
afiedling  propriety  might  this  unfortunate 
Queen  adopt  the  pathetic  complaint  of  Job  { 
^^  He  hath  fenced  up  my  Way  that  I  cannot 
pafs,  and  he  hath  fet  darkneis  in  my  paths. 

*'  He  hath  ftripped  me  of  my  glory,  and 
taken  the  crown  from  my  head* 

**  He  hath  deftroyed  me  on  every  fide, 
and  I  am  gone ;  and  mine  hope  hath  he  re« 
moved  like  a  tree. 

"  He  hath  put  my  brethren  far  from  me* 

^*  My  kinsfolk  have  fieiiled,  and  my  friends 
have  forgotten  me/' 

What  ]b^s  this  moft  unfortunate  of  wo- 
men  already  fuSeced  ?  what  is  yet  reierwi 

for 
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tot  her  to  endure  ?  She  hu  been  (hocked  by 
tht  criiel  murder  of  many  of  her  ferrantfl 
and  friends^  fome  of  them  for  no  otfaef  tea* 
fon  than  their  fidelity  to  hen  She  nbW  fuf*^ 
fers  all  the  agoiiies  of  fufpenfe~-her  heart 

throbbing  from  recent  wounds,  atid  het 
mind  terrified^  tiot  for  het  own  fate  only^ 
but  forthcfe  of  her  (ifter^  her  huiband,  and' 
her  children. — No  j  the  annals  of  the  un-* 
fortunate  do  not  record,  nor  has  the  imagi- 
tiadon  of  the  tragic  poet  iuTented,  any  thing 
more  dreadfully  affedling  than  the  tnisfor» 
tunes  and  fufierings  of  Marie  Atitoinette 
queed  of  France  $  and  for  ages  to  come^  her 
tiame  will  never  be  pronounced  utiaccompa'^ 
tAtd  \ritli  execrations  againft  the  unmanly 
and  unrelenting  wretches  who  have  treated 
lier^  flind  fuffered  her  to  be  treated,  in  th« 
manner  fhe  has  been« 

Movcmtcr  j* 

Frbm  St.  Cloud  we  wiOied  to  drive  to 
v'oxu  II.  Y  Mon( 
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Mont  Calvsure,  but  found  part  of  the  road 
impafTable  for  a  carriage,  and  were  obliged 
to  return  and  go  direfkly  to  Paris.— *It  feemt 
very  ftrange,  that  a  road  between  a  royal  pa«> 
lace  and  a  neighbouring  hill  to  which  there 
is  fo  great  a  refort  from  other  places  ihould 
be  in  this  flate.  The  day  was  one  of  the 
fined  I  ever  faw.  On  coming  to  the  bar* 
tier,  immediately  before  we  entered  Paris, 
a  waggon  flood  acrofs    the  road^  which 

Hopped  our  carriage :  the  coachman  had 
fome  words  with  the  waggoner,  who  was 
drinking  with  fome  fans^culottes.  He  feemed 
in  no  hurry  to  move  his  waggon  out  of  the 
way,  notwithftanding  the  repeated  requefts 
of  our  coachman,  who,  after  a  little  alterca- 
tion, loft  his  temper  fo  far  as  to  make  ufe  of 
tlie  term  canaille^  which  has  fuch  an  arifto^ 
cratic  found,  that  it  alarmed  me.  I  inftantly 
and  very,  loudly  rebuked  the  coachman; 
which  pleafed  the  audience  fo  much,  that 

they 
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they  removed  the  waggon,  and  we  paifed 
Unmolefted  to  Paris. 

_  ♦ 

I  waa  the  more  alarmed  at  this  expreflion, 
on  account  of  a  fcene  which  I  had  been  wit- 
nefs  to  in  the  gallery  of  the  National  Aflem-* 
bly^  A  man  drefled  like  a  gentleman  had  a  dis- 
pute with  two  perfons  of  a  poor  appearance: 
he  called  them  canaille^  which  drew  the  fe« 
Tereft  of  all  repartees  from  one  of  them, 
namely,  that  he  was  an  arillocrate.  The 
people  around  took  part  againft  the  accufed 
perfon,  who  tried  in  vain  to  refute  the 
charge ;  they  would  not  liften^  but  obliged* 
him  to  leave  the  gallery. 

A  gentleman  who  had  entered  with  him 
was  very  near  being  reduced  to  the  fame  ne- 
ceflity.  One  addrefled  him  in  an  angry 
tone,  faying,  **  The  people  are  not  to  be 
treated  in  the  infolent  manner  your  fnend 
did.  Sir.*'  . 

To  which  the  other  anfwered  with  mild* 
nefs,  ^^  II  n'eft  pas  probablci  Monfieur,  que 

Y  a  j'aie 
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/aie  la  moindre  intention  d'infulter  le  peu- 
pie,  puifque  j'ai  Thonneur  d'en  fairepanie^." 

November  8« 

On  the  day  on  which  Robefpierre  made 
his  defence,  the  galleries  of  the  Convenr 
tional  AfTembly  were  crowded  at  an  early 
hour ;  but  having  an  order  from  the  Prefi«» 
dent  for  the  box  of  the  Logographe,  I  was 
admitted  at  the  ufual  time; 

There  was  not  fo  great  a  crotrd  of  the 
populace  at  the  entry  to  the  Aflembly,  as  I 
have  fometimes  feoi ;  but  thofe  who  were 
there  exprefled  their  partiality  for  him,  and 
diflike  to  his  accufers.  On  the  terrace  of 
the  Feuillans,  the  groups  were  moilly  formed 
of  his  partifans :  one  fellow  accompanied  by 
two  or  three  others  carried  tripe  on  a  pole, 
which  they  fwore  they  would  force  thofe  to 
eat,  who  fliould  vjote  againil  fo  diftioguifhed 
a  patriot. 

*  It  is  not  probable  that  I  (hould  have  any  intention 
to  infult  the  people,  fince  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one 
•f  them. 

Imme- 
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Immediately  before  Robefpierre  afcended 
the  tribune)  a  deputy  complained  that  the 
galleries  were  unfairly  filled  y  that  certain 

m 

privileged  perfons,  chiefly  women^  had  been 
introduced  for  the  purpofe  of  applaud- 
ing, while  all  the  impartial  citizens  were 
kepjt  out :  "  Des  citoyennes,"  he  exclaimed, 

^  font  k  la  porte  des  tribunes^  tandis  que 

* 

d'autres  porteufes  de  cartes  ptivilegiees  font 
£u:ilement  entrees*." 

This  obfervation  occafioned  an  univerfal 
laugh,  and  every  body  turned  their  eyes  to 
the  galleries,  which  were  almoft  entirely  filled 
with  women.  Robefpierre's  eloquence  is 
faid  to  be  peculiarly  admired  by  the  fex  ;  and 
it  has  been  remarked,  that  on  the  nighta 
when  be  was  expected  to  fpeak  at  the  Jaco- 
bins the  proportion  of  females  in  the  galle* 
ries  was  always  greater  than  ufual, 

*  Some  female  citizens  ate  kept  at  the  door,  while 
other  females  with  privileged  tickets  are  feated  in  the 
tribunes. 

Y  3     •  WUea 
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When  Robefpicrre  appeared  in  th^  tri- 
bune, it  was  evident  that  he  had  entirely  rc« 
covered  his  fpirits,  and  he  certainly  made  a 
much  better  figure  than  he  did  when  he  was 
laft  there. 

•*  I  am  accufed/*  faid  he,  **  of  having  aimed 
at  the  fupreme  power.  If  fuch  a  fcheme  is 
criminal,  it  mull  be  allowed  to  be  flill  more 
bold.  To  fucceed,  I  mud  have  been  able  not 
only  to  overthrow  the  throne,. but  alfo  to 
annihilate  the  legiflature,  and  above  all,  to 
prevent  its  being  replaced  by  a  National 
Convention.  But,  in  reality,  I  myfelf  was 
the  firft  who,  in  my  public  difcourfes  and 
writings,  propofed  a  National  Convention 
as  the  only  means  of  faving  the  country. 
To  arrive  at  the  didlatorfliip,  to  render  my- 
felf mailer  of  Paris,  was  not  fufiicient ;  I  muft 
alfo  have  been  able  to  fubdue  the  other 
eighty- two  departments.  Where  were  my 
;f eafures  ?  where  were  my  armies  ?  what 
ili;pngly  fortified  places  had  I  fecured  ?  All 

tb9 


-.<* 


C    3^7    ) 

Ae  riches  and  power  of  the  ftate  were  In  the 
hands  of  my  enemies.  In  fuch  circum« 
ftances,  to  make  it  credible  that  I  had  fuch  ^ 
fcheme,  my  accufers  mufl  demonftrate  that 
I  am  a  complete  madman."  ' 

**  Ce  n'eft  pas  la  Tembarras*/*  faid  one  of 
the  deputies  near  me  to  thofe  around  him, 

**  And  when  they  have  made  that  point 
clear/*  continued  Robefpierre,  ^*  I  cannot 
conceive  what  they  will  gain  by  it,  for  then 
it  will  remain  for  them  to  prove  that  a  mad« 
man  can  be  dangerous  in  a  ftate." 

'^  Bah  r*  faid  the  deputy  who  had  already 
ipoken,  ^^  ila  font  les  plus  redoutables  f /* 

Robefpierre  denied  having  ever  had  much 
connexion  with  Nfarat,  and  he  expluned  by 
what  means  he  had  been  induced  to  have 
the  little  which  he  avowed ;  and  he  aflerted^ 
that  Marat  had  not  been  chofen  to  the  Gon<» 
vention  from  bis  recommendation,  nor  per« 

*  That  would  i^ot  be  difficult. 
+  They  »rc  the  mod  dangerous. 

;   '  Y  4  haps 
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haps  from  any  high  opinioa  which  the  elec* 
tors  had  of  that  Deputy,  but  from  thdr 
hatred  to  the  ariftocrates,  whole  mortal 
enemy  they  knew  Marat  to  be, 

^^  I  am  accufed/'  continued  RobeTpien^ 
of  having  exercifed  the  defpotifm  of  opinioQ 
in  the  Jacobin  Society,  That  kind  of  defpot* 
|fm  over  the  minds  of  a  fociety  of  freemen 
could  only  be  acquired  and  obtained  by  rea-* 
foning,  I  find  nothing  therefore  to  bluih 
for  in  this  accufation,  Nothing  can  be 
fQore  flattering^o  me  than  the  good  opinioa 
of  the  Jacobins,  efpeoi^ly  as  I4ewi8  XVf . 
and  Monf.  de  la  Fayette  have  both  found  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Jacobins  is  the  opinion  of 
aU  France*  But  now,  that  fociety,  as  Lou« 
vet  pretends,  is  not  what  it  was,  it  has  dege- 
nerated ;  and  perhaps,  a{ter  having  accufed 
me,  his  next  ftep  will  be  to  demand  the 
profcription  of  the  Jacobins,  We  fhsll  then 
fee  whether  he  will  be  more  perfuafive  and 
TOpr^  fucpefsfylth^n  |<eopold  and  X-a  Fayette^ 

^<  i<OUYC| 
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^^  Lott^et  ^nejct  tries  to  vilify  the  Geoenil 
CouneU  of  the  Commune ;  thofe  men  wbo» 
ebofen  hj  the  .fefdona^  aflfembled  in  the 
Town  Houfe  on  that  awful  night  when 
the  confpiracy  of  the  Court  was  ready  to 
burft  forth;  thofe  men  who  direded  the 
inovements  of  that  infurred^ioh  which  faved 
the  date ;  who  difconcerted  the  meafures  of 
the  traitors  In  the  Tuileries,  by  arrefting 
the  Commander  of  the  National  Guards, 
who  had  given  orders  to  the  leaders  of  bat« 
talions  to  allow  the  people  to  pafs  towardt 
the  CaroufeU  and  then  attack  them  in  the 
rear :  thofe  patriots  are  of  too  much  energy 
of  chara<£ter  to  be  efteemed  by  the  flayes  of 
iponarchy .}  but  it  is  not  in  the  power  oC 
calumny  and  impoflure  to  preclude  the  he« 
roic  fervice  they  were  of  to  the  Republie 
from  the  records  of  hiilory* 
.  ♦<  They  are  accufed/*  continued  he,  ^  of 
arrefting  men  contrary  to  the  forms  of  Iaw« 

« 

Was  iv  «xpc^ted>  then,  *hAt  we  were  to  ac- 

compUfh 


(    350    ) 

compUlh  a  revolution  in  the  gOTcrnment 
with  the  code  of  the  laws  in  our  hands  ?  Was 
it  not  becaufe  the  laws  were  impotemt,  that 
the  Revolution  was  abfotutely  neceflary? 
-^Why  are  we  not  accufed  alfo  of  having 
difarmed  fufpedled  citizens,  and  of  exclud- 
ing  from  the  alTemblies  which  deliberate  oa 
the  public  fafety,  all  known  enemies  of  the 
Revolution?  Why  do  you  not  bring  ao- 
cn(ations  againft  the  Eledoral  Afiembfies 
and  the  Primary  Aflembliee  ?  they  have  aU 
done  ads,  during  this  criiis,  which  are  illegal^ 
as  illegal  as  the  overthrowing  of  the  Baftille^ 
as  illegal  as  Liberty  itfelf. 

^  When  the  Roman  conful  had  fupprefled 
the  confpiracy  of  Catilinet  Clodius  accufed 
him  of  having  violated  the  laws.  The 
ConfuPs  defence  was,  that  he  had  faved  the 
Republic 

^^  We  are  accufed  of  fending  Commifiion? 
ers  to  various  departments, — ^What !  is  it  inuK 
^ed  that  the  Revolution  wa>^  to  be  com^ 
-  7  pleted 
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pleted  by  a  fimple  coup  de  main,  and 
(eizing  the  Gaflle  of  the  Tuileries?  Was 
it  not  neceflary  to  communicate  to  all 
France  that  falutary  commotioa  which  had 
electrified  Paris? 

♦*  What  fpecies  of  perfecution  is  this, 
which  converts  into  crimes  the  very  efforts 
by  which  we  broke  our  chains?  At  this  rate, 
what  people  will  ever  be  able  to  fhake  off 
the  yoke  of  defpotifm  ?  The  people  of  a 
large  country  cannot  a<^  together;  the  Tyrant 
can  only  be  ftruck  by  thofe  who  are  near 
hinu  How  is  it  to  be  expeded  that  they 
will  venture  to  attack  him,  if  thofe  citizens 
who  come  from  the  diftant  parts  of  the  nation 
ihall,  after  the  vidory,  make  them  refpon^p 
iible  by  law  for  the  means  they  ufed  to  fave 
their  country?  The  friends  of  freedom,  who 
aflembled  at  Paris  in  the  month  of  Anguft, 
did  their  heft  for  general  liberty.  You  muft 
approve  or  difavow  their  whole  conduct 
taken  together,  and  cannot,  in  candour,  ex* 
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amine  into  partial  diforders,  which  have  ev^ 
been  infcparable    from    great  revolutioos. 
The  people  of  France,  who  have  chofen  you 
as  their  delegates^  have  ratified  all  that  hap« 
pened  in  bringing  about  the    Revolutiom 
Your  being  now  aflembled  here  is  a  proof 
of  this :  you  are  not  fent  to  this  Conven* 
tion  as  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  but  as  Legifla- 
tors :  you  are  not  delegated  to  look  with 
inquifitorial  eyes  into  every  circumftance 
of  that  infurre£tion  which  has  given  liberty 
to  France,  but  to  cement  by  wife  laws  that 
fabric  of  freedom  which  France  has  obtained 
— Poftcrity  will  pay  attention  to  nothing 
in  thofe  events  but  their  iacred  caufe,  and 
their  fublime  effe^/' 

Robefpierre  denied  however  having  any 
connexion  with  the  (laughter  of  the  pri« 
foners,  which,  he  aflerted,  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  indignation  of  the  public  for  M«  Mont- 
morin's  being   acquitted  by  the  Criminal 

Tcibwuli  the  efcape  of  the  Prince  de  Foi< 

and 
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and  other  people  of  importance,  joined  to 
the  emotion  occafioned  by  the  taking  of 
Longwy.  In  this  part  of  his  defence  he 
feems  to  have  copied  from  a  pamphlet 
written  by  Tallien,  entitled.  La  Feriti  fur 
'Us  Rvinemem  du  2  Septembre*j  in  which 
is  hardly  a  word  of  truth. 
.  Robefpierre  then  added  (and  it  required 
a  mod  determined  firmnefs  of  front  to  add 
this),  **  I  am  told  that  one  innocent  perfon 
periihed  among  the  prifoners,  fome  fay 
more ;  but  one  is  without  doubt  too  much* 
Citizensj  it  is  very  natural  to  fhed  tears  on 
fuch  an  accident.  I  have  wept  bitterly  my- 
felf  for  this  fatal  miftake.  I  am  even  forry 
that  the  other  prifoners,  though  they  all 
deferved  death  by  the  law,  (hould  have  fallen 
facrifices  to  the  irregular ^i^/W  of  the  people* 
But  do  not  let  us  exhauft  our  tears  on  them ; 
let  us  keep  a  few  for  ten  thoufand  patriots 

^  The  real  Truth  refpe£ling  the  Eveats  of  the  2d  of 
September. 

5  facrificed 


Sacrificed  by  thd  tyrants  around  us  $  t^eq^ 
for  your  fellovr-citizens,  expiring  undef 
their  roofs,  beat  down  by  the  cannon  of 
thofe  tyrants :  let  us  referve  a  few*  tears  for 
the  children  of  our  friends  maffacred  before 
their  eyes»  and  their  infants  ftabbed  in  the 
arms  of  their  mothers,  by  the  mercenary 
barbarians  who  invade  oUr  country. — I  ac«* 
knowledge  that  I  greatly  fufped  that  kind 
of  fenfibility  which  is  only  (hewn  in  lament- 
ing the  death  of  the  enemies  of  freedom. 
On  hearing  thofe  pathetic  lamentations  for 
Lamballe  and  Montmorin,  I  think  I  hear  the 
manifefto  of  Brunfwick.     Ceafe  to  unfold 

the  bloody  robe  of  the  tyrant  before  the  eyes 
of  the  people,  otherwife  I  fhall  believe  you 
wifli  to  throw  Rome  back  again  into  flavery. 
Admirable  humanity  !  which  tends  to  en- 
(lave  the  nation,  and  manifells  a  barbarous 
defire  of  fhedding  the  blood  of  the  heft 
patriots !" 

Robefpierre,  having  finifhcd  his  fpeech, 

came 
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cume  down  from  the  tribunei  amidfl  the  ap* 
plaufe  of  the  galleries*  and  of  part  of  the 
ConTention. 

Louvet  took  his  place »  and  declared*  that 
he  was  ready  to  refute  every  argument,  or 
fhadow  of  argument,  that  had  been  urged  in 
his  defence.  The  uproar  prevented  his  pro- 
ceeding: fome  called  for  the  printing  of 
Robefpierre's  fpeech  —  others  declaimed 
againft  it — there  was  a  gteat  confufion  for 
fome  time — the  queftion  was  at  laft  put,  and 
the  printing  decreed. 

Merlin  of  Thionville  faid,  that  Roland 
had  difperfed  15,000  copies  of  Louvet^s  ac- 
cufation :  he  therefore  moved,  that  the  fataie 
number  of  the  defence  (hould  be  printed. 

When  a  great  debate  is  expedied,  thofe 

« 

membei^  who  intend  to  fpeak  give  their 
names  to  the  Secretaries,  and  the  Prefident 

< 

calls  them  in  the  order  in  which  the  names 
have  been  given.  Thirteen  members  gave 
their  names  on  this  occafionr  three  declared 

they 
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fthey  intended  to  fpeak  in  defence  dt  IkohA 
pierre,  five  againft  him»  and  fire  on  thtf 
fubjed  in  generals  This  formidable  dam* 
ber.  of  fpeaketSy  and  the  known  tedioufnefi 
of  fome  of  them,  appeared  (6  awful,  that  thd 
Aflembly  became  difpofed  to  preclude  the' 
difcuifion.  Barrere  propofed  to  clofe  it  inl« 
mediately*  Barbaroux  was  fo  eager  to  be 
heard,  that,  when  refufed  as  a  member,  hi 
prefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  as  an  accufer« 
Coothon  and  other  friends  of  Robefpierre 
exclaimed  againft  this^  and  infifted  on  the 
bufinefs  being  ftifled,  by  pailing  to  the  order 
of  the  day* 

Batbaroux  retired  from  the  bar,  and 
Jjouvet  attempted  to  fpeak — he  could  not  bd 
heard# 

One  member  remarked  that,if  Robefpierre 
felt  himfelf  innocent,  he  would  defire  that 
bis  adverfaries  fhould  be  hrard« 

Barrere  at  lad  afcended  the  tnbune,  and 
immediately  there  appeared  a  difpofidon  ia 

the 
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the  Aflchnbly  to  hear  him,  he  was  conddered 

as  an  impartial  man,  who  belonged  to  nei« 

thet  patty*  His  fpeech  feemed  to  have  been 

< 
prepared  :  the  tendency  of  it  was  to  fliew 

that  accufations   and  recriminations    only 

ferved  to  irritate  individuals,  and  injure  the 

intereft  of  the  public;  that  the  time  of  the 

Convention  was  due  to  the  nation,  and 

ought  not  to  be  engrofled  by  deliberations 

on  the  crimes  or  virtues  of  one  or  two 

perfons.    "  It  is  time,"  faid  he,  **  to  efti- 

mate  thofe  little  undertakers  of  revolutions 

at,  their  juft  value ;  it  is  time  to  give  over 

thinking  of  them  and  their  manoeuvres:, 

for  my  part,  I  can  fee  neither  Syllas  nor 

Cromwells  in  men  of  fuch  moderate  capaci** 

ties;  and  inftead  of  beftowing  any  more  time 

on  them  and  their  intrigues,  we  ought  to 

turn  our  attention  to  the  great  que(lion% 

which  intereft  the  Republic/* 

He  then  moved  to  pafs  to  the  order  of 
the  day ;  which^  after  fome  further  debate^ 

VOL.  ir.  Z  was 
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was  agreed  to ;  feveral  members  who  had 
fliewn  great  eagernefs  to  proceed  with  fe- 
verity  againft  Robefpierre  immediatelj  after 
Louvet^s  accufation,  havings  daring  the  in- 
terval,  either  been  gained  by  his  friends,  or 
influenced  by  their  own  reflexions,  that  it 
was  beft  to  give  up  a  meafure,  which,  how- 
ever proper  in  itfelf,  Teemed  inexpedient 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  men's  minds.  Some 
of  them  think  that,  if  Robefpierre  were  or- 
dered to  be  arrefted,  it  would  occafion  an 
infurre£tion,  and  that  an  attempt  to  punifh 
the  authors  of  the  maflacres  would  occafioa 
their  renewal. 

Thus  this  bufinefs  ended  in  a  Idnd  of 
drawn  battle,  which  is  perhaps  the  worft  end 
It  could  have  for  the  intereft  of  the  Re- 
public ;  for  the  parties  remain  too  nearly 
equal  in  force,  and  likely  to  rutn  thecommon 
intereft  by  their  mutual  animbfity/ 

NoTember  9* 

An  account  of  Louvet'a  fpeech  agaunft 

I  R«be^ 


I 
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Robefpierre  was  given  the  fame  night  at  the 
Jacobin  Society ;  it  excited  great  indignation. 
What  is  fuppofed  to  have  provoked  fome  of 
the  members  mod,  was  the  propofal  to  exa- 
mine into  the  fource  of  the  maffacres^  and 
to  puniflx  the  authors^  This,  however,  could 
hot Jbe  avowed ;  they  affefted  therefore  to  feel 
only  for  the  attack  on  Robefpierre^  which  t^ras 
denominated  by  various  fpeakers  a  confpiracy 
againft  patriotifm  itfelf,  by  a  fet  of  men  of. 
ariftocratic  principles,  who  were  in  the  pay 
of  Roland. 

The  pames  of  Lou  vet,  Rebecqui,  and 
Barbaroux,  were  ftill  on  their  lifts  as  mem- 
bers of  this  Society :  it  was  propofed  to  ex- 
pd  them,  and  the  vote  was  carried. 

Robefpierre  himfelf  was  not  in  the  So- 
ciety, but  his  brother  was.  He  made  a  fpeech 
on  the  occafion,  in  which  he  declared,  that 
he  had  been  often  afraid,  during  Louvet's 
fpeech,  that  fome  members  of  the  Conven- 
tion would  have  ftabbed  his  brother ;  that 

2  2  he 
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ht  had  heard  one  of  them  fwear  that  he  wai 
jdetermined  on  it.  There  was  an  outcry 
immediately  that  he  fhould  name  the  horrid 
•wretch  ;  but  the  brother  of  Robefpierrc  ac- 
knowledged that  Ae  did  not  know  his  naiile» 
The  Convention's  having  pafTed  to  the 
order  of  the  day  after  hearing  Robcfpierre's 

defence,  is  confidered  by  his  friends  as  a 
victory :  their  triumph  on  that  account  is 
as  great  as  their  rage  was  at  his  accufation, 
and  they  leave  no  means  untried  to  infpire 
the  citizens  with  hatred  to  his  enemies* 
Legendre  and  Tallien  afferted  lately  in  the 
Convention,  that  a  party  of  the  Marfeillois, 
with  fome  dragoons  of  the  Republic,  had 
appeared  with  drawn  fwords  in  the  ftreots, 
•crying, "'  Off  with  the  head  of  Marat!'*  A  bas 
Ja  tete  de  Marat ! .  and  finging  a  fong,  the 
burden  of  which  is, 

Robefpierrej,  Marat,  Danton^  ct  tous  ceux 
Qui  s'en  meleront,  i  la  guillotine,  o  gu6,  8eC. 

TaUien 
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Tallien  added,  that  ihd^fdimefeJeres  had 
curfed  thefe  Deputies  in  a  coffee- houfe  oa 
the  Boulevards,  and  had  cried,  *'  Vive  Ro- 
land !  point  de  proces  au  Roi !" 

It  is  true  that  iomtfideres  and  dragoons, 
being  in  liquor,  fung  the  words  above 
mentioned  in  the  ftreets  :  but  the  other  ar- 
tide  is  witliout  foundation,  and  added  on 
purpofe  to  throw  odium  on  the  Minifter ; 
for  the  moil  dangerous  afperfion  that  can 
be  thrown  out  againft  any  perfon  at  prefent, 
is,  that  he  wifhes  to  prevent  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  King. — In  the  mean  time,  Marat 
thinks  proper  to  keep  himfelf  concealed ;  and 
an  uncommon  number  of  patrols  have  been 
remarked  in  the  ftreets,,particularly  near  the 
dwellings  of  Robefpierre  and  Danton,  ever 
(inceLouvet's  accufation.  Some  people  affert,' 
thatSanterre  has  given  orders  for  this,  merely 
to  convey  the  notion  that  the  lives  of  thofe 
great  patriots  are  in  danger  from  the  Mar* 
feillois.     Whether  this  is  the  cafe  or  not,  I 

Z  3  cannot 
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cannot  te)l;  but  I  do  obferve,  that  thofe  who 
fay  they  aire  in  danger  wifti  them  to  live, 
and  thofe  who  infift  upon  it  that  they  are 
quite  fafe  would  be  very  happy  to  hear  of 
their  death. 

As  for  Santerre,  whatever  his  motive  may 
be  for'  ordering  thofe  patrols,  it  was  well 
obferved  in  one  of  the  late  journals,  that  if 
he  had  paid  half  the  attention  to  proted 
the  poor  prifoners,  that  he  now  ihews  to 
guard  Robefpierre,  there  would  have  been 
no  maflacres  in  September. 

November  io« 

The  Girondifts  affed  to  turn  the  triumph 
of  Robefpierre's  friends  into  ridicule :  they 
infift  upon  it,  that  pafiing  to  the  order  ojf 
the  day  on  an  accufation  of  the  nature  of 
that  brought  by  Louvet  againft  Robefpierre, 
would  be  the  moft  fevere  and  humiliating 
of  all  mortifications  to  a  malt  of  good  cha- 
rafter  and  com  mon  feeling.  Whatever  truth 
there  may  be  in  that,  it  is  evident  that  his 

.<  party 


J 


(    343     ) 

party  are  In  higher  fpirits,  and  have  gained 
(Irength  fince  he  made  his  defence.  The 
friends  of  Roland  certaijily  expeded  that 
Louvet's  accufation  would  have  thrown  fuch 
ian  odium  on  Robefpierre  and  all  his  ad« 
herentSy  as  would  have  gone  far  to  anni« 
hilate  their  influence  in  the  Convention; 
inftead  of  wjhiich^  thofe  members  who  fpoke 
with  horror  of  his  conduct  before,  mention 
it  with  caution  and  moderation  now.— 
Barrere,  by  allucjing  to  him  with  contempt 
as  a  di&ator^  has  removed  part  of  the  in- 
dignation that  prevailed  againft  him;  and  in 
moving  the  order  of  the  day  he  rendered 
a  very  important  fervice  to  Robefpierre, 
and  did  what  was  highly  agreeable  to  Dan- 
ton,  who  had  done  every  thing  he  could, 
from  the  beginning,  to  prevent  any  fcrutiny 
from 'being  made  relative  either  to  the  con* 
dudl  of  Robefpierre,  or  the  murder  of  thq 
prifoners*  I  am  perfuaded,  therefore,  that 
,  Barrere  thinks   Roland*s   party,   notwith- 

Z  4  Handing 
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ftanding  the  majority  which  on  fome  quet' 
tloas  they  may  ftill  have  in  the  Convention, 
is  on  the  whole  the  weaker  of  the  two,  and 
that  he  means  to  attach  himfelf  to  that  of 
Panton. 

Condorcet,  however,  judged  otherwifej 
for  his  conduct,  which  fome  time  fmce  was 
thought  doubtful^  now  plainly  indicates  a 

decided  preference  of  the  Girondifts^ 

M.  Condorcet  very  feldom  fpeaks  in  the 
Conventional  Aflecpbly ;  in  a  public  paper 
under  his  direction  he  delivers  his  political 
fentiments  with  more  effedt  than  he  could 

« 

by  fpeaking :  in  this  he  has  of  late  diredled 
fuch  ftrokes  of  ridicule  againft  Robefpierre, 
as  no  m^n  would  do  who  wi(hcd  to  keep 
on  good  terms  with  him. 

In  the  Chroqique  de  Paris  of  yellerday 
is  the  following  curious  article,  which  I  {hall 
infert,  becaufe  it  (hews  M.  Condorcet's  idea 
pf  a  man  who  has  made  fo  muth  npife  in 
this  country,  particularly  of  late. 


»• 


(    345    ) 

**  II  y  a,  dans  la  Revolution  Fran9aife, 
des  hommes  et  des  evenemens  qui  n'y  font 
un« certain  bruit  paflager,  que  parceque  la- 
turbulence  nationaie  groffit  et  gonfle  tout,' 
et  qu'il  y  a  peu  d*  obfervateurs  tranquilles^ 
Ces  petits  hommes  et  ces  petits  faits  ne  tien- 
dront  que  quatre  lignes  dans  Thiftoire. 

**  Une  de  ces  circonftances  de^uit  jours, 
c'eft  ratcufation  intentce  contre  Robefpierre, 
par  un  homme  de  beaucoup  d'efprit  et  de 
talent,  mais  qui  a  beaucoup  plus  d'imagina- 
tion  encore.  L'accufateur  et  Taccufe  ont 
ete  tons  les  deux  ehtendus,  et  tous  les  deux 
*  ont  prouve  qu'il  etoit  imppflible  de  faire  de 
Robefpierre  un  DiAateur^ 

"  Tout  le  monde  a  remarque  que  Tom 
avoit  amen^  beaucoup  de  femmes  a  la  feance : 
les  tribunes  en  contenoient  fept  ou  huit  cents, 
et  deux  cents  hommes  tout  au  plus,  et  les 
paiTages  etoient  obflrues  de  femmes. 

^*  On  demande  quelquefois  pourquoi  tant 
de  femmes  i  la  fuite  de  Robefpierrei  cbez  lui^ 

a  la 
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a  la  tribune  des  Jacobins^  aux  Cordeliers, 
a  la  Convention  ?  C'eft  que  la  Revolution 
Fran^aife  eft  tine  religion,  et  que  Rol)|ef- 
pierre  y.fait  unc  fede:  c'eft  un  prette  qui 
a  des  dev6te6  ;  mais  ii  eft  evident  que  toute 
fa  puiflfance  eft  en  quenouille.  Robefpierre 
prfeche,  Robefpiferre  cenfurc ;  il  eft  furieHx, 
grave,  melancholique,  exalte  a  froid,  fuivi 
dans  fes  penfees  et  dans  fa  condu^te;  il 
tonne  contre  les  riches  et  les  grands ;  il  yit 
de  pen,  et  ne  connoit  pas  les  befoins  phy«> 
fiques ;  il  n'a  qti'une  feule  miflion,  c'eft  de 
parlcr,  et  il  parle  prefque  toujours, — II  refufe  - 
les  places  ou  il  pourroit  fervir  le  peupk,  et 
choifit  les  poftes  qu  il  croit  pouvoir  le  gou- 

verner ;  il  paroit  quand  il  peut  fure  fenfa<* 
tion,  il  difparoit  quand  la  fcene  eft  remplie 
par  d'autres ;  il  a  tons  les  caraderes,  noa 
pas  d'un  chef  de  religion,  mais  d'un  chef 
de  fede ;  il  fe  fait  une  reputation  d'aufte* 
rite  qui  vife  k  la  faintete ;  il  monte  fur  des 
Bancs  ^  il  parle  de  Dieu  et  de  la  Providence ; 

U 


(    347    ) 

il  fe  dit  I'aihi  des  pauvres  et  des  foibles  ;  U 
.  fe  fait  fuivre  par  les  femmes ;  il  revolt  grave* 
ment  leurs  adorations  et  leurs  hommages ; 
il  difparoit  avant  le  danger,  et  Ton  me  voit 
que  lui  quand  le .  danger  eft  pafK.  Robef^ 
^  pierre  eft  un  pr6tre,  et  ne  fera  jamais  que 
cela*/' 

Bazire, 


'*  In  the  French  Revolution  certain  men  and  certain 
events  have  made  a  temporary  noife^  only  becaufe 
national  turbulence  fwells  and  enlarges  every  thing, 
and  becaufe  there  are  but  few  cool  obfervers.  Thofe 
little  men,  and  thofe  unimportant  events  will  not  env- 
ploy  four  lines  of  hiftory. 

One  of  thofe  incidents  of  a  week  is  the  accufsRion  of 
Robefpierre,  by  a  man  of  great  widerftanding  and 
talents,  but  whofe  imagination  is  more  extenfive  than 
either.  The  accufer  and  the  accufed  have  both  been 
beard,  and  both  have  proved  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
make  a  Dictator  of  Robefpierre. 

Every  body  remarked  that  a  great  many  women  had 
been  brought  to  the  galleries  of  the  Naftonal  Aflembly 
whe^  Robefpierre  made  his  defence  ;  among  feven  or 
eight  hundred  which  the  galleries  contain,  there  were 
at  the  moft  two  hundred  men,  and  all  th&  pafiages  were 
filled  with  women. 
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November  i  r, 

Bazire,  one  of  the  deputies  for  the  depart- 
ment of  the  C6te.d'0r,  and  ftrongly  attached 

to  the  party  of  Robefpierre,  made  a  repfcrt 

lately 

It  is  fometimes  aflced,  how  it  happens  that  fuch  num** 
bers  of  women  are  continually  attending  Robefpierre 
wherever  he  is,*  at  his  own  houfe,  at  tlie  galleries  of 
the  Jacobinsj  of  the  Cordeliers,  and  of  the  Conven- 
tion? 

It  is  becaufe  the  French  Revolution  is  conOdered  as 
a  religion,  of  which  Robefpierre  is  the  leader  of  a  fcft. 
He  is  a  prieft  who  has  devotees,  but  it  is  evident  that 
all  his  power  is  en  quenouillef,  Robefpierre  preaches, 
Robefpierre  cenfures  5  he  is  furious,  grave,  melancholic,. 
afFe£tedly  exalted,  followed  in  his  opinions,  and  in  his 
conduQ  ;  he  thunders  againft  the  rich  and  the  great } 
he  lives  on  little,  is  moderate  in  his  natural  appetites ; 
his  chief  miOion  is  to  fpeak,  and  he  fpeaks  continually.* 
He  refufes  thofe  offices  in  which  he  might  be  of  fendce 
to  the  people,  and  choofes  thofe  in  which  he  expe£ts 
to  govern  them ;  he  appears  where  he  can  make  a 
figure,  and  difappears  when  the  fcene  is  occupied  by 

*  ThU  cxprefljon  is  ufed  io  the  ancient  French  chronicler  relative  to  the 
fuccefiion  of  the  crovMJ^  to  declare  tliut  women  are  excluded,  /«  cour0mni  tn 
France  ne  tomie  jamah  tn  quen9uille.  It  is  now  applied  in  other  c^fe^^  and 
)iere  implies  that  Robefpierre 's  power  is  chiefly  over  womt n. 

Others ) 
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lately  from  the  Committee  of  General  Safety 
on  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  city  ofParis. 

In  this  he  reprefented  Paris  as  jIn  great 
tranquillity — with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  prove 
that  the  armed  force  which  has  been  fo  of- 
ten required  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Conven- 
tion is  not  neceffary. 

He  endeavoured  to  juftify  in  a  great  mea« 
fure  the  maflacres  of  the  prifonerg  in  Septem- 
ber, and  afterwards  made  one  of  the  moft  im- 
probable  afTerfions  that  ever  was  imagined, 
l^amely,  tWt  fome  fervants  of  a  lady  of  the 

court  (it  was  imagined  he'  meant  Madame 

« 

odiers ;  he  has  all  the  cliara£teri(lics,  not  of  the  leader 
6f  a  religion,  but  of  the  leader  of  a  feft  ;  he  attempt* 
to  eftabliih  a  reputation  of  aufterity  which  points  to 
fan^ity ;  he  mounts  on  forms,  and  talks  of  God  and 
of  Providence  ;  he  calls  himfelf  the  friend  of  the  poor 
and  of  the  weak ;  he  makes  himfelf  be  foUpwed  by 
women,  and  gravely  accepts  of  their  homage  and  ad* 
miration ;  he  retires  before  danger,  and  nobody  is  fo 
confpicuous  as  he  when  the  danger  is  over.  Robef* 
pierre  is  a  prieft,  and  never  can  be  any  thing  more. 

dc 
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de  Lamb^le)  began  the  aflaiGcationSy  with 
a  view  to  fave  their  miftrefs.  His  words  are : 
f'  Jc  dois  dire  cepeadaot,  qu'il  eft  prouve 
que  les  domeftiques  d'une  feodiue  celebre  a 
la  coar  fe  deguiferent  en  fans-culottes,-  s*ar« 
m^rent  de  piques  et  de  tranchans,  fe  porte* 
rent  aux  prifons,  et  les  premiers  egorg^rent 
des  prifonniers  avea  des  n^arques  de  fiireur 
aflez  atroces^  et  des  propos  afTez  violens,  pour 
acqu^rir  ^uelque  er^dit  dans  la  foule,  et  fau* 
ver  par  ce  moyen  leur  maitrefle. 

^^  Voila  quels  furent  les  premiers  auteurs 
de  ces  maflacres  ! 

**  Cclui  des  prifonniers  d*Orleans  s*eft  fait 
particulierement  par  des  gens  attaches  au 
fervice  de  la  Reine,  reconnus  a  la  tSte  de 
Tattroupement  de  Verfailles  *•"  * 

And  he  added,  that  as  he  was  in  the 
Committee    of  Surveillance    during   thefe 

fcenesy 

*  I  n^uit  declare,  however,  that  it  has  been  proved 

that 
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fcenes,  he  knew  fomc  important  fads  relat- 
ing  tq  them,  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
reveal  at  prefent,  but  which  he  would  pub* 
» lifh  perhaps  at  fome  futur  eperiodf  • 

Bazire  terminated  his  difcourfe  by  blam- 

Ing 

thjt  the  fervants  of  a  lady  of  the  court  difguifed  them- 
felves  like  fans-culottes,  and,  being  armed  with  pikes 
snd  other  deadly  weapons,  Wient  to  the  prifons,  and 
joined  in  t}ie  mafiacres  of  the  prifoners  with  fuch  fury 
as  they  imagined  would  gain  credit  with  the  populace, 
and  Enable  them  to  fave  their  miftrefs.        ^ 

Thofe  men  were  the  firft  authors  of  the  mafTacres. 

As  for  the  maiTacre  of  the  Orleans  prifoners,  that 
was  chiefly  executed  by  men  in  the  fervlce  of  the  Queen, 
who  are  known  to  have  put  themfelves  at  the  head  of 
the  band  of  aflaffins  at  Verfailles. 

f  When  I  heard  Bazire  pronounce  this,  I  confidcred 
It  as  entirely  falfe  ;  but  I  have  been  fince  afliired,  from 
good  authority,  that  fome  fervants  of  Madame  de  Lam- 
balle  and  of  the  Princefie  de  Tarente,  particularly  the 
valet-de-chambre  of  the  latter,  aAually  joined  the 
mob  that  furrounded  the  prifoh  of  La  Force, .  and,  by 
adopting  the  furious  language  of  the  mob,  endeavoured 
to  gain  fo  much  credit  as  would  enable  them  to  (are 
their  miftrefles*  But  thefe  fervants  in  no  other  way 
Joined  with  the  aflaflins ;  and  the  plan,  which  certainlf 

was 
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ipg  the  condudl  of  thofe  who  were  conti« 
nually  mentioning  thefc  fccnes  in  Septem- 
ber, which,  he  infinuated,  had  been  of  more 
fervice  to  the  confolidating  of  the  Revolution 
than  at  firft  fight  might  appear ;  and  he  ad- 
vifed  all  parties  to  forget  their  former  Jifie- 
rences,  wave  all  idea  of  accufations  on  the 
account  of  the  fcenes  in  September,  and  unR:e 
in  mutual  confidence  and  fiiendlhip  for  the 
public  welfare. 

While  Bazire  was  in  this  manner  prejch- 
ing  peace  and  tranquillity,  the  AfTembly  was 
in  ah  uproar^  and  the  adions  and  exclama^ 
tions  of  the  menibers  indicated  fury  and 
deadly  hatred. 

Some  called  out  for  printing  and  difperf- 
ing  the  report,  others  oppofed  it. 
-    At  laft  St,  Andre,  formerly  a  calvinift 

I 

was  formed  on  the  moft  generous  motives,  did  fucceed 
with  regard  to  Madame  de  Tarente. 
.  The  afTertion  refpe£ling  the  Qiiccn's  fenrantfi  at  Vcr- 
.fiuUes  is  without  any  foundation. 

v^ .  minifler, 


• 


♦  ' 


.(    253    ) 

% 
% 

hiiniftcf,  iiow  a  deputy  for  the  department 
dii  Lot,  one  of  the  moil  violent  partifans  of 

Robefpierire,  made  a  fpeech,  th|5  tendency  df 

> 

which  was  to*  prove  the  utility  of  printing 
and  difperfing  the  report;  which  would  fheW 
the  good  pcdple  how  unanimous  the  Con- 

4 

ventibii  was  ;  that  all  former  feeds  of  diiTen- 

» 

fioti  wer^  how  blafted ;  that  there  Was  no  ap- 
pearanbe  of  diftruft  or  accufation ;  and  would 
remove  the  error  in  whith  the  departments 
were,  in  believing  there  was  any  need  of  a 
guard  for  the  Convention,  where  mutual 
confidence,  freedom  of  opinion,  and  tran« 
quillity  teigned; 

The  falfehood  of  thefe  reprefentations^ 
which  were  dcliveted  in  a  canting  hypocriti- 
cal tone,  were  fo  well  known  to  the  Aflem- 
bly,  that  they  produced  a  laugh ;  after  which 
Buzot  faid,  ^^  I  fhould  ht  glad  td  fee  real  union 
founded  on  mutual  efleem  eftablifhed  among 
tks;  but  there  can  be  neither  eue^m  nor 
union  between  the  heroes  of  the  loth  of  Au- 

V0L«,ii4  A  a  guft 
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guft  and  the  aflfaflias  of  September ;  there 
can  be  no  union  between  virtue  and  vice." 

At  this  phrafe,  murmurs  were  heard. 

"  I  defpife  thefe  murmurs/'  refumed  Bu- 
zot ;  "  I  am  as  little  enriched  by  the  maflTa- 
cres  as  by  the  civil  lift.  I  confider  Bazire*s 
repoit  as  an  apology  for  the  mafTacres,  and 
entirely  falfc,  and  I  oppofe  its  being  printed." 

Buzot^s  rpeech  prevented  Bazire's  report 
from  being  printed ;  but  the  debate,  on  this 
occafion  augmented  that  hatred  and  animo- 

fity  which  before  was  too  violent  between 
the  two  parties.  The  Girondifts  in  general 
have  expreflTed  fuch  a!  determination  of  pro- 
fecuting  the  authors  of  the  mafTacres,  and 
have  fhewn  fuch  contempt  for  the  under- 
flanding  of  their  opponents,  as  feems  to  have 
kindled  mortal  hatred,  and  an  implacable 
thirft  of  revenge  in  the  breafts  of  the  latter. 

Nqvcmbcr  12* 

An  event  has  taken  place  v^hich  has  raifed 

the 
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the  fpitlts  of  the  Convention,  before  too 
lof^y,  to  the  higheft  pitch  ofexahition. 

I  was  in  the  Aflembly  when  lettei's  were 
received  from  Dumourier  with  an  atcount 
of  a  vi6:ory  obtained  by  him  at  Jemmappe, 
which  was  followed  by  the  furrender  of 
Mons  to  the  French  troops.  An  aid-de« 
camp  of  the  General  flood  at  the  bar.  After 
the  letters  had  been  read,  he  addreffed  the 
Convention  to  this  eSe& ; 

•*  Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

*^  I  am  a  foldier,  and  no  orator;  but  I  will 
inform  you  of  one  memorable  thmg  of 
which  I  was  witnefs  on  that  day.  Baptifte, 
valet-de^chambre  to  General  Dumourier, 
rallied  fome  fquadrons  in  the  mid(l  of  the 
battle,  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  led  them 
again  to  the  enemy,  and  feized,  fvvord  in 

m 

hand,  a  pod  of  importance.** 

One  of  the  fecretaries  then  read  a  paflage 
from  a  letter  of  the  General  to  the  War  Mi- 
nifter,  in  which  he  recommends  Baptifte^ 

A  a  2  confirma 
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confirms  the  account  which  the  aid-de-camp 
had  given  of  his  gallant  behaviour  in  the  ac- 
tion, with  this  additional  circuxnftance — that 
•when  Dutnourier  offered  a  pecuniary  recomr 
penfe  to  Baptifte,  the  latter  declared  that  he 
defired  no  other  reward  than  that  of  being 
permitted  to  wear  the  national  uniform. 

Baptifte  was  brought  to  the  bar,  and  in 
the  midft  of  loud  and  repeated  applaufe  it 
was  decreed/^  That  the  citizen  Baptifie,  who 
had  rallied  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  four 
battalions  of  volunteers,  at  the  battle  near 
Mons,  (hould  receive  the  fraternal  kifs  of  the 
Prelidcnt  of  the  CJonvention  ;  that  he  fliould 
be  clothed  and  armed  at  the  expence  of  the 
Republic ;  and  that  theMinifter  at  War  ihould 
authorife  General  Dumourier  to  give  him  a 
commiflion  in  his  army.*' 

A  variety  of  letters  were  then  read  rela- 
jtive  to  Dumourier's  operations  before  the 
battle,  and  luitil  his  making  himfelf  mailer 
of  Mons :  in  which  the  officers  who  had 
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moft  diftinguiflicd  themfelves  were  men- 
tioned, many  of  whom  were  feverely 
wounded  :  one  officer  ia  particular  of  the 
Gendarmerie  Nationale,  received  one-and- 

forty  wopnds  with  fabres,  after  having  killed 
fcven  of  the  enemy  with  his  own  hand. 
Dumourier  alfo  highly  praifes  young  Ge- 
neral' Egalite  for  his  intrepid  and  ikilful 
condufb,  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Larue  his 
aid-de-camp,  with  whom  he  fends  the  dif- 
patches. 

Mon^fieur  Egalite  himfelf,  who  had  never 
before  ventured  to  fpeak  in  the  Aflembly, 
thought  this  a  favourable  moment  for  him 
to'  appear  in  the  tribune :  he  faid  that  he 
wifhed  to  communicate  to  the  Convention 
what  General  Dumourier's  modefty  had. 
prevented  him  from  mentioning ;  namely, 
that  he  had  perfonally  led  on  the  troops 
'who  had  taken  feveral  redoubts  fword  in 
hand. 

Cambon  faidi  *^  As^many  citizens  may  be 

A  a  3  near 
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near  death  in  the  various  provinces  of 
France,  I  require,  that  extraordinary  cou^ 
riers  may  be  immediately  fent  to  all  the  de« 
partments,  that  pur  dying  countrymen  may 
enjoy  the  comfort  of  being  acquainted  with 
the  triumph  of  the  Republic  before  they 
expire." 

Jean  Debry  propofcd  that  the  fixth  of  No^ 
vembcr,  qq  which  the  vidoryof  Jemraapp^ 
was  gained^  ihould  be  appointed  as  a  day  of 
annual  rejoicing. 

X^afource  oppofed  this.  **  Let  us  wait,**  faid 
he, "  until  the  triumph  of  Liberty  is  completes 
by  the  defeat  of  all  the  tyrants  at  war  with 
us ;  let  us  not  by  partial  diftindions  create 
jealoufy  in  the  other  armies  of  the  Repub?- 
lie:  remember  the  fuccefs  of  Cuftine,  and 
the  20th  of  September,  which  does  fo  much 
honour  to  Kellermann." 

"  Let  us  decree  no  national  rejoicing,** 
faid  Barrcre,  "  when  fo  many  men  have  pe-? 
riihed.     The  ancients,  after  their  vidories, 
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appointed  funeral  ceremonies  only.  Tyrants 
order  rejoicings,  although  their  fubjeds  have 
periflied.  Shall  republicans  imitate  the  un- 
feeling joy  of  tyrants  ?  You  ordained  with 
propriety  a  public  rejoicing  for  the  conqueft 
of  Savoy,  becaufe  it  coft  no  blood.  Here  4000 
men  have  perifhed  ;  the  Auftrians  are  men  ; 
300*  French  have  likewife  periftied,  and  yet 
you  talk  of  rejoicing  !** 

But  Vergniaud,  with  a  difcernment  fupe- 
rior  to  fuch  unnatural  and  affefted  fenti* 
ments,  faid,  "  Undoubtedly  men  have  pe-» 
riihed,  but  the  cau(e  of  freedom  is  trium- 
phant.  Let  us  beware  of  metaphyfical  ab- 
ftra&ionsc  the  love  of  glory,  of  our  country 
and  of  liberty  are  natural  to  man  ;  and  we^ 
as  legiflators,  ought  to  cheri(h  thofe  generous 
fendment^  in  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen. 

♦  It  cannot  be  beliet«d  that  this  account  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  is  juft.  Private  letters  from  the  amy 
ftate  a  much  greater  number  of  the  French  among  the 
fljun. 

A  a  4  Wretched 


,<    36o    ) 

Wretched  is  the  philofophy  which  damps 
them !  If  fuch  feotimeots  had  not  glowed 
in  the  breafts  of  Frenchmen,  where  ihould 
-we  now  have  been  ?  where  our  armies  ? 
where  our  viftories  ?  Oae  way  to  keep  this 
facred  fire  alive,  is  public  rejoicings  on  fuch 
pccafions  as  the  preffsnt.  Let  a  national  fea(l, 
therefore,  be  decreed  for  the  fuccefs  of%all 
pur  armies.     To  a  funeral  oration's  being 

pronounced  on  the  fame  occaiion  I  give  my 
confent ;  but  that  2^  national  feaft  be  decreedi 
I  demand.'* 

The  feaft  was  decreed. 

Baptiile,  ^o  had  withdrawn  immedi^r 
ately  after  the  decree  had  pafTed  in  his  fa* 
vour,  now  appeared  again  at  thte  bar,  drefle4 
in  the  uniform  of  the  National  Guards :  he 
is  a  handfome  and  genteel  young  man.  The 
aid^de-camp,  who  had  remained  at  the  bar 
while  the  other  was  withdrawn,  threw  his 
arms  around  his  neck  and  embraced  him 

the 
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ihe  inftant  he  appeared.  The  ball  irefouttde4 
.with  reiterated  applaufe* 

*•  Brave  citizen,'*  faid  the  Prefident,  **  eiw 
ter  within  the  fanduary  of  law ;  the  legi^ 
lators  are  impatient  to  have  one  who  de^ 
ierves  fo  well  of  his  country,  feated  among 
them ;  they  are  impatient  till  you  receive  the 
rccompenfe  due  to  your  intrepidity/' 

Baptifte  and  Lieutenant-colonel  Larue 
entered  into  the  A^ffcmhlj ;  the  former  was 
led  up  to  the  tribune,  where  the  Prefident 
faluted  him,  and  prefented  him  with  a  fword 
as  the  gift  of  his  country.  How  cxquifite 
muft  have  been  the  fenfations  of  this  young 
man  at  that  moment !  the  mere  idea  of  them 
was  delightfully  afFeding.  When  a  gen- 
tleman diftinguilhes  himfelf  by  any  noble 
a^ion,  he  attracts  praife  and  admiration,  aU 
though  we  prefume  that  he  has  had  honour- 
able fentiments  inculcated  into  his  mind 
from  his  infancy ;  but  when  one  born  in  the 
loweij  rank,  who  has  not  received  the  ad- 
vantage of  education,  and  whofe  chief  con- 

cern 
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cera  for  a  eonfiderable  part  of  his  life,  pf  o-» 
bably,  was  to  ward  off  the  mifery  of  want, 
and  fecure  daily  bread,  difplays  a  mind  fu- 
perior  to  every  fordid  contideration,  and 
capable  of  the  mod  generous  effort — fuch  a 
jnan  afluredly  is  an  objed  of  ftill  greater  ad- 
miration* 

Norembcr  13. 

The  battalion   of  Marfeillois  and  fomc 
federes  from  other  departments,  now  at  Pa- 
ris, give  uneafineffi  to  the  party  of  Dantoo 
and  Robefpierre,  in  fpite  of  their  inflnence 
in  the  General  Council  and  in  the  fuburbs : 
they  find  that  Roland  is  fupported  by  a  ma^- 
jority  in  the  Convention ;  they  fear  that  this 
y^lll  continue  to  be  the  cafe  as  long  as  the 
Marfeillois  and  fi§deres  remain  in  the  capital. 
Their  prefence  damps  the  energy  of  the  pa- 
triots of  St.  Antoine,  and  prevents  Danton 
from  reaping  the  full  benefit  of  their  attach* 
ment.     Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  ren- 
der the  Marreillois  odious^^  and  excite  ajea^^ 

loufy 


loufy  of  them  in  the  minds  of  the  fuburb 
fans-culottes.  It  was  expected  that,  confid* 
ing  in  their  numbers,  the  latter  would  have 
driven  the  ftrangers  out  of  Paris;  but  the  very 
name  of  Marfeilicis  keeps  the  fuburb  patriots 
in  check;  and  although  the  courage  of  thefor^ 
mer  has  not  been  put  to  the  proof  fince  their 
arrival  at  Paris,  that  of  their  townfmen,  to 
which  the  fans^  culottes  were  wicnefles  on  the 
lothof  Auguft,  imprefles  their  minds  with 
an  awful  refp^A  for  the  fmall  band  from  the 
fame  town,  now  at  the.capit^il. 

A  s  it  was  found  difficult  to  drive  them 
out  of  Paris  by  force,  a  plan  was  formed  to 
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get  ri4  of  them  by  policy, 

Pache  has  been  War  Minifter  ever  fince 
Servan  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  army  on  the  frontiers  next  to  Spain.  He 
pwed  his  fituation  entirely  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  Roland  ;  but  Danton  and  Robef- 
pierre  have  had  the  addrefs  to  convince  him 
that  he  will  have  the  beft  chance  of  retain- 
ing 
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ing  it^  by  attaching  himfelf  to  them,  aQ4 
Pache  like  many  others,  being  more  influ- 
enced  by  the  favours  he  expels  than 
by  thofe  he  has  already  received*  ia  fup- 
pofed  to  have  entered  into  their  views. 
Cufline  lately  made  a  requifition  of  rein- 
forcements for  his  army :  Pache  informed  the 
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Military  Committee  of  this^  and  at  the  fame 
time  hinted  that  it  would  be  proper  to  (eqd 
all  the  federes  now  at  Parisj  as  part  of  the 
reinforcement*  This  plan  had  the  bet-* 
ter  chance  of  fucceeding,  as  the  firft  fuggef- 
tion  came  from  Pachci  a  man  fuppofe4  to  be 
the  friend  of  Roland,  and  as  none  of  the 
principal  members  of  Danton's  party  feemed 
to  interefl;  themfelves  in  it. 

It  was  no  fooner  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
vention,  however,  than  Buzot  faw  through 
the  whole  fcheme,  and  unfolded  it  at  fuU 
length,  as  an  intrigue  to  expofe  the  Con- 
vention to  the  moft  mortifying  of  all  fitua* 
tipns,  and  fubje£l:  them  to  the  infolence  of  a 
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-fkdioh  which  had  the  dirediooi  of  the  iii« 
habitants  of  two  of  the  fuburbs. 

Barbaroux  alfo  reprefented  it  as  ati  abo- 
minable confpiracy,  which,  if  carried  into 
execution,  might  expofe  the  lives  of  many 
of  the  Deputies,  and  end  in  the  pillage  of 
Paris :  he  infifted  that  ihtfidiris  could  not 
be  of  fo  much  fervice  to  their  country  any 
where  as  at  the  capital,  where  they  were 
ever  ready  to  join  with  the  moft  refped:- 
able  citizens  in  defence  of  the  legiflative 
body,  and  for  the  proteftion  of  property. 

Cambon  being  (Iruck  with  the  obferva- 
tions  made  by  Buzot  and  Barbaroux, 
and  with  the  recolledion  of  fome  fcenes 
that  had  been  a£led  immediately  after  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  afcended  the  tribune  with 
a  precipitation,  and  raifed  his  voice  to  a  pitch 
that  furprifed  the  Affembly,  and  commanded 
their  attention*  He  put  them  in  mind  of 
the  tyrannical  manner  in  which  the   laft 
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Aflembly  had  been  treated  by  thofe  men 
\fvho  had  the  direc  ion  of  the  Fauxbourgi, 
and  by  that  General  Council  who  oil  the 
tenth  of  Auguft  had  feized  the  govern  ment» 
and  infulted  the  Reprefentatives  of  tbe  Na- 
tlon.  He  afked  if  they  had  forgotten  that 
thofe  ufuq)ers  had  ordered  the  barriers  to 
be  (hut,  the  tocfin  to  be  founded;  that  they 
had  threatened  the  members ;  and  that  when 
the  Swifs  who  had  refigned  their  arms  were 
placed  within  the  walls  of  the  AlTembly, 
and  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  public  f^uth, 
a  gang  of  blood-thirfty  ruffians  had  come 
to  the  doors  of  the  A(re[nbly*hall,  and  de- 
manded that  they  fhould  be  delivered  up 
to  their  favage  rage;  that  thofe  furious 
men  were  on  the  point  of  burfting  into 
the  Aflembly^  and  dragging  them  out  to 
be  flaughtered  ;  and  that  they  were  not 
turned  from  their  purpofe  till  Lacroix  and 
fome  other  deputies  begged  of  them  n^ 

7  their 
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tbiir  knees  not  to  proceed  to  fo  horrid  aa 

outrage*! 

**  Would  you  be  again  fubjeded  to  the 

fame  tyranny  ?**  continued  Cambon.  "  If  fo, 

order  the  federis  to  leave  Paris  before  an 

armed  force  is  decreed  and  cftabli(hed  Tor 

the  protection  of  the  Convention;  put  your- 

felves  again  in  the  power  of  thoie  whofc 

defpotifm  you  have  experienced — the  very 

tyrants  who  enflaved  the  Legiflative  h  ifem- 

bly ;  and  foon,  in  the  midfl  of  anarchy  and 

civil  war,  the  French  Cromwell  will  appear, 

and  tell  you  that  he  will  be  your  Proteftor, 

and  give  you  peace ;  that  you  fland  in  need 
of  his  popularity  and  defpotifm  to  render 

you  happy.    But  no ;  we  will  have  no  Pro- 

tedor,  no  King,  no  Triumvirs,  no  Tribunes, 

we  will  be  free  ;  for  which  purpofe,  let  us 

fecure  the   independency  of  the  National 

*  Although  I  was  in  the  National  AflemWy  when  this 
happened,  I  was  ignorant  of  it  at  that  time,  and  therefore 
it  is  not  inferted  in  the  Journal ;  but  Lacroix,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  confirmed  the  truth  of  Cambon^s  aflcrtion. 

Aflembly, 
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Aflembly^  and  on  no  pretext  allo^  the 
fidiri%  to  be  removed  from  Paris  till  an 
.  organized  force  is  formed  from  all  the  de^ 
piirtments  of  the  Republic,  which  can  pre- 
vent the  Reprefentatives  from  being  under 
the  influence  of  one  department  only." 

Cambon  pronounced  this  with  great  fird 
and  energy,  which  feemed  to  proceed  en* 
tirely  from  the  ftrong  convidion  he  felt  o^ 
the  importance  of  his  fubjed ;  and  which 
had   the  greater  effed,  as  his  ufual  ftyle 

of  fpeaking  is  uncommonly  cold  and  unin^ 
tereiling*  His  manner  is  awkward,  and 
his  countenance  dull*  He  is  of  a  metho- 
dical^ calculating  turnpf  mind^and  confidered 
as  their  bed  financien  I  have  frequently 
heard  him  fpeak  before ;  and  generally  when 
he  began,  I  heard  it  obferved — **  Now 
we  fhall  have  fomething  worth  hearing; 
this  is  a  man  of  admirable  good  fenfe;'' 
but  I  always  found  his  good  fenfe 
fo  exceifively  tirefome,  that  I  never  could 
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Itftell  to  It  long.  But  on  this  occafi 
be  coiomanded  all  my  attention,  and 
his  difcourfe  made  a  flrong  imprefHoa 
on  the  Aflembly;  it  is  believed  to  have 
contributed  more  than  all  that  had  beeH 
previoufly  faid,  to  the  failure  of  the  plaii 
which  had  been  very  artfully  arranged  foi* 
fending  away  ihtfedirh. 

The  importance  put  on  fuch  a  queflion  as 
this,  fhews  how  very  loofe  and  unfettled  the 
a0airs  of  this  country  are;  and  that  in  whofe 
hands  the  government  is  to  remain,  depends 
more  on  the  fans^culottes  of  two  or  three  of 
the  fuburbs  of  Paris,  and  a  handful  of  de-» 
termi|ied  fellows  from  Marfeilles,  than  on 
the  unbiafled  will  of  the  Conventional  Af« 
fembly« 

Roland  atid  the  Oirondiils  feem  to  be  vel 
fomething  of  the  fame  fituation  that  the 
Court  was  in  a  little  before  the  tenth  o£ 
Augttft*  The  party  of  Danton  and  Robef-* 
pierre  are  as  earned  for  the  de(lru£kion  of 
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the  firft,  as  ever  they  were  for  that  of  tlie 
fccond  J  and  they  feem  preparing  to  attempt 
it  by  the  fame  means. 

The  Court  a  little  before  that  epoch  had 
the  majority  of  the  National  Affembly  with 
them — Roland's  party  have  the  majority  of 
the  Convention  with  them  at  prefent. 

The  Court  had  a  battalion  of  Swifs  and 
a  band  of  gentlemen  to  proteft  them.  The 
Girondifts  have  a  battalion  of  men  from 
Marfeilles  and  iomtfederes  from  other  de- 
partments for  their  guards :  whether  thefe 
lad  will  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  the 
Swifs  is  yet  to  be  tried.  In  the  meaa  time 
it  is  evident  that  each  party  is  more  afraid 
of  the  other,  than  either  ^s  of  all  their  ex- 
ternal enemies. 

November  14. 

Some  days  ago  I  faw  the  following  ar- 
ticle in  the  Chronique  Je  Paris : 

"  Lorfque  Louis  a  etc  conduit  aii  Temple, 

il 
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il  n^avoit  pas  le  fols ;  le  citoyen  P^ion  lui 
a  prfite  deux  mille  livres.  Voici  fon  billet : 
**Le  Roi  reconaoit  avoir  re9U  de  M.  Petion 
la  fomme  de  2526  liv.  y  compris  526  liv« 
que  MM.  les  Commiflaires  de  la  Munici-* 
palit^  fe  font  charges  de  remettre  k  M^  Hue, 
qui  les  avoit  avances  pour  le  fervice  du  RoL 
Parisy  ce  3  Septembre 

1792.  (Signe)    Louis*/' 

I  had  the  cuiiofity  to  fliew  this  to  a  per- 
fon  whom  I  knew  to  be  of  Petion's  acquaint- 
ance, afking  him,  at  the  fame  time,  if  he 
believed  it. 

*  When  Lewis  was  conduced  to  the  Temple,  he 
had  not  a  penny,  Citizen  Petion  lent  him  two  thoufand 
livres— here  follows  his  receipt : 

The  King  acknowledges  having  received  from  M. 
Petion  the  fum  of  2526  livres,  526  livres  of  which 
the  Commiflioners  of  the  Municipality  are  to  pay  to 
M.  Hue,  who  had  advanced  them  for  the  fervice  of  the 
King. 

Paris,  this  3d  of  Sept.  1 792.  f Signed)    Loyis. 

B  b  2  He 
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He  faid  he  cotild  not  tell  whether  it  wai 
true  or  not,  but  that  he  would  inform  me  of 
fomething  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  I 
might  depend  upon  was  true.  He  then 
told  me,  that,  having  fome  bufinefs  with  the 
Mayor,  he  had  waited  on  him  on  the  31ft 
of  Auguft ;  that  while  he  was  with  him  a 
letter  was  delivered  to  the  Mayor,  which 
having  read  he  threw  carelefsly  on  the 
table,  and  faid  to  the  fervant.  Very  well. 
He  then  turned  to  my  acquaintance^  and 
converfed  with  him  on  the  bufinefs  which 
had  brought  him  there  ;  and  afterwards,  as 
he  happened  to  have  his  eyes  fixed  on 
the  letter,  which  lay  open  on  the  table,  the 
Mayor  faid.  You  may  read  it,  if  you  pleafe. 
-?-It  was  from  the  King,  and  what  follows  • 
is  a  literal  tranflatioa  : 

**  The  King  would  be  glad  that  Mr/Petion 
gave  ananfwertothe  letter  written  to  him  five 
days  ago*»this  is  the  laft  day  of  the  monthj  and 
he  has  received  no  money  to  defray  his  ex- 
peaces  : 
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peaces :  the  King  will  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Pc- 
tion,  if  he  will  let  him  know  what  he  is  to 
receive,  and  fend  him  an  anfwer  tb-day« 

(Signed)         Louis."  * 
Counterfigned  by  two  other  names. 

The  patience  with  which  the  King  has 
endured  every  hardftiip  which  prefled  od 
himfelf  alone,  gives  reafon  to  believe  th^t 
he  has  been  prevailed  on  to  write  on  this 
fubjed  from  a  confideration  for  others ;  it 
is  probable  that  the  firft  letter  was  written 
by  fome  attendant,  and  that  this  not  having 
been  anfwered,  the  King  has  been  under 
the  neceffity  of  writing  the  fecond  himfelf. 

That  either  was  neceflary  is  abominable, 
and  betrays  real  meannefs  of  fpirit  in  thofe 
who  ^e  affeaing  grandeur  of  mind  and  a 
manner  of  thinking  fuperior  to  vulgar  pre* 
Judices. 

November  15. 

It  is  difficult  to  be  informed  of  the  treat- 

B  b  3  ^        ment 
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mcnt  which  the  koyal  Family  are  fubjeded 
to  in  the  Temple.  Many  circumftances  of 
a  public  nature,  however,  indicate,  that  it  is 
indelicate  and  harfti  in  the  higheft  degree* 

A  Committee  appointed  by  the  General 
Council  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  fit  there 
conftantly,  and,  accordingto  diredions  given, 
regulate  every  thing  refpeding  the  Royal 
Family. 

As  they  have  been  more  clofely  confined 
of  late,  and  not  feen  b^  the  Guards  which 
do  duty  at  the  Temple,  a  report  was  fpread 
that  the  King  had  efcaped,  although  the 
fame  number  of  men  as  ufual  continued  to 
mount  guard :  it  was  faid,  that  this  was  done 
merely  to  deceive  the  people,  till  fome  ex- 
cufe  could  be  thought  of  to  avert  the  publtc 
indignation  from  the  Committee  foi^  their 
negligence  or  treachery.  Full  of  this  idea, 
a  body  of  men  from  the  Sedions  of  Paris, 
who  were  on  guard  at  the  Temple,  infifted 
upon  feeing  the  King  and  Royal  Family, 

that 
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that  they  might  be  fatisfied  themfelves,  aud 
enabled  to  fatisfy  their  fellow  citizens,  that 
the  King  actually  was  in  the  Temple,  and 
that  they  were  not  guarding  empty  apart- 
ments, as  was  ftrongly  fufpeiled. 

The  Municipal  Officers  refufed  to  com- 
ply  with  this  demand  J  the  guard  infifled, 
and  threatened  to  force  their  way  into  the 
apartments.  Santerre  was  fent  for  :  he  ex- 
poftulated  with  thofe  mutineers,  and  aflured 
them,  that  ail  the  family  were  fafe  in  the 
prifon.  This  at  length  fatisfied  the  volun- 
teers from  the  Sedions  ;  but  the  cannonlcrs 
perfifted  in  their  demand,  and  Santerre  was 
under  the  neceflity  of  appealing  to  the  mul- 
titude  affembled  at  the  gates  of  the  Tem- 
ple, who  in  charadler  of  Peuple  Souverain 
decided  againft  the  cannoniers,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  give  up  the  point. 

The  Municipal  Committee,  to  whofe  care 
the  Royal  Family  are  peculiarly  entruftcd, 
have  made  frequent  reports  to  the  General 

Bb  4  Council, 
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Council,  in  which  they  pretend,  that  them 
feems  to  be  a  plan  of  delivering  them  from 
the  Temple — and  the  fmallcft  accidental  dr- 
cum  fiances  which  occur  are  confidered  as  fig-- 
nals  from  without,  which  are  fully  unde^ 
flood  by  the  prifoners  within, — Mention  has 
l>een  made  in  thofe  returns  to  the  General 
Council,  of  a  man's  being  heard  playing  on  a 
flute  at  midnight,  of  the  fongs  that  are  fung 
in  the  ftreet,  the  expreffions  ufed  by  the 
common  criers  that  pafs ;  and  it  is  infmua*!- 
ted  that  by  all  thefe,  more  is  meant  than 
inects  the  ear.  Some  time  fince,  the  Com- 
mittee reprefented,  that  when  the  family 
walked  in  the  garden,  or  appeared  on  the 
balcony,  a  number  of  perfons  came  to  the 
windows  of  the  adjacent  houfes,  and  made 
fignals,  which  feemed  to  be  underftood  by 
the  prifoners, — One  Member  of  the  Coun- 
cil propofed,  that,  to  prevent  this  lad,  the 
King  and  Royal  Family  fhould  never  be 

permitted  to  come  into  ^  the  open  air,  till  it 

WW 
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lb  dark  that  they  could  not  to  be  feen  j  an* 
ether  propofed  to  raife  the  walls  in  the  gar« 
den,  and  make  fuch  alterations  in  the  Templo 
M  would  c&dually  prevent  the  prifonert 
from  being  feen  by  any  perfon  without. 

Both  thefis  ingenious  propofals  were  ren« 
dered  unneceflary  by  an  order  from  the 
Council,  that  all  the  family  (hould  be  pre<» 
vented  from  walking  in  the  garden,  or  even 
appearing  at  the  windows  of  their  apart* 
mems ;  and  when  they  alTemble  at  the  hour 
tof  dinner,  which  is  always  in  the  prefence 
of  one  or  two  Municipal  Officers,  every 
look,  wordy  orgefture  of  the  unhappy  pri- 
(bners  is  obferved,  interpreted,  and  frequent* 
ly  reported  to  the  Council  General  as  having 
a  myilerious  meaning. 

Among  other  circumftanccs  equally  un- 
important, it  was  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
memorials  of  the  Committee,  made  a  con«- 
fiderable  time  ago,  that  the  King  continued 
to  wear  bis  ftar  and  ribbons,  which  raifed  the 

petulance 
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petulance  of  the  author  of  a  daily  journal, 
i)?ho,  oh  the  fubjed  of  this  memorial^  expref- 
fes  himfelf  in  the  following  indecent  terms : 
^'  Si  Louis  avoit  le  fens  commun,  il  aurdt 
quitt^  lui^meme  toutes  ces  chamarrures  feo- 
dales  :  il  feroit  aujourd'hui  Republicain,  c'eft 
^•dire,  plus  qu'un  Roi;  car  un  Roi  n'ell  que 
lepremier  cfclave  de  fon  empire*.'* — He  then 
adds^  that,  fo  far  from  ftripping  him  of  them, 
it  would  be  better,  provided  the  nation  allows 
him  to  live,  to  condemn  him  to  wear  thofe 
ihameful  emblems  for  life;  and  propofes. 
that  all  who  ihould  be  convidted  of  certain 
crimes  ihould  be  fentenced  to  the  fame  pu« 
nifhment — and  concludes  ;  **  Qu'on  les  ex- 
pof^t  aux  regards  du  peuple  bardes  de  cor« 
dons^  et  Thabit  garni  d'aigles,  de  pigeons, 
d'elephanSy  de   moutons;   les   Romains  ne 

*  If  Lewis  had  common  fenfe^  he  would  of  his  own 
accord  have  thrown  afide  all  thofe  feudal  trappings  ; 
he  wduld  hy  this  time  have  become  a  Republican) 
which  is  being  greater' than  a  King  ;  for  a  King  is  only' 
the  higheft  Have  in  his  own  dominions. 

dcpouilloien  t 
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depouilloient  pas  les  rois  vaincus  des  attributs 
de  laroyaute;  lis  les  enrevStoient  au  contraire 
avec  grand  foin,  et  cela  pour  cracher  deffus*.** 
The  Council  General  however  faw  this 
in  a  different  point  of  view.    Eager  to  dif- 

» 

play  a  contempt  for  ariftocracy,  and  con* 
flantly  aiTerting  that  the  people  in  general 
detefl  monarchy,  they  cannot  help  often  be- 
traying a  dread  of  the  firft,  and  a  fufpicion 
that  the  nation  ftill  retains  its  old  affedion 
for  the  fecond — they  feem  afraid  of  every  ^ 
thing  that  puts  them  in  mind  of  either.  Ma- 
nuel was  ordered  to  go  to  the  Temple,  and 
announce  to  the  King,  that  as  royalty  was 
abolilbed,  there  was  no   propriety  in  his 
wearing  his  former  ornaments  any  longer. 
The  dialogue  which   paiTed   between  the 

*  Let  them  be  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  people  co* 
vered  with  ribbon^,  and  their  clothes  trimmed  widi 
pigeons,  elephants,  eagles  and  (heep ;  the  Romans  did 
not  ftrip  the  vanquiihc^d  Kings  of  the  emblems  of  roy- 
alty. On  the  contrary,  they  carefully  drefled  them  ia 
thqm  for  the  purpofe  of  flitting  on  thcnu 
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King  and  Manuel  An  this  occafion,  has  been 
pabliihed  in  fome  of  the  Journals,  probably 
by  Manuel  himfelf :  even  from  this  account  it 
appears,  that  the  King  received  this  mefTage 
with  that  manly   indifference,  and  undif- 
turbed   refignation,  which  he  has    (hewn 
iince  the  beginning  Qf  his  misfortunes.     I 
have  always  heard  that  Lewis  XVI.  never 
was  much  afiedled  by  the  magnificence  of 
royalty,  even  when  he  pofleOTed  it  in  its 
higheft  fplendour ;  he  feems  now  to  be  as 
little  afie^ed  by  the  lofs  of  it ;  and  the  ma« 
lice  of  his  eneniies,  difplayed  in  thefe  paltry 
inftances,  inftead  of  throwing  difgrace  on 
the  Monarch,  renders    his   good  qualities 
more  confpicuous.  - 

November  i6. 

In  a  work  publifbed  fome  years  ago*,  I 
endeavoured  to  give  an  idea  of  that  enthu^ 
(iaftic  attachment  and  affedion,  which  the 

*  View  of  Society  and  Manners  in  Francei^  &c, 

French 
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French  of  thdfe  days  had,  or  pretended  M 
have,  for  their  Monarchs. 

They  fpokc  of  loyahy  as  a  quality  of  the 
mind,  like  generofity  or  courage :  they  feem- 
cd  proud  to  think  that  they  poflToffed  this 
quality,  if  not  exclufively,  at  leaftin  a  higher 
degree  than  any  other  people  ;  and  every 
Frenchman  wiflied  to  be  thought  loyal,  at 
every  man  wiflbes  to  be  thought  generous 
or  brave.  They  feemed  even  to  confider 
it  as  a  virtue,  which  ought  to  be  cherilhed  in 
die  bread  of  the  fubjed,  independent  of 
the  good  qualities,  and  in  fpite  of  the  bad 
qualities,  of  the  Sovereign ;  and  they  were 
vain  to  point  out  to  ftrangers  how  far  their 
countrymen  furpafled  all  others  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  it. 

An  Englifh  officer,  after  having  pafled 
fome  days  at  Verfaijles  during  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XV,  fupped  in  company  with  feve- 
ral  French  Gentlemen  on  the  evening  that  he 
returned  to  Paris*     The  converfation  turned 

c  on 
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I 

on  the  great  attachment  and  afiedion  of  the 
French  nation  to  their  monarehs  j  and  one  of 
the  company  underftanding  that  the  court 
had  been  greatly  crowded,  and  that  many 
people  of  diftindlion  from  Paris  had  been  at 
Verfailles  during  the  officer^s  refidence  there, 
afked  him  if  he  had  not  been  furprifed  at 
feeing  fuch  marks  of  loyahy* 

"  No,"  replied  the  officer,  "  I  fliould  have 
been  furprifed  if  I  had  not  feen  them/' 

^*  To  be  fure,"  refumed  the  Frenchman, 
•*  the  King  is  the  moft  amiable  man  in  the 
world,  and  it  is  quite  natural  that  all  the 

■ 

world  fliould  love  hiiri.'* 

**  That  is  indifputable,"  faid  the  officer ; 
••  but  I  was  thinking  of  other  reafons  which 
thofe  I  faw  fo  affiduoufly  paying  their  court 
to  the  King  might  have,  and  which  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  account  for.  all  the  zeal  and  attach- 
ment they  difplayed." 

The  other   affeded  not  to  underftand 

2  him, 
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V 

laaXf  and  afked  with  great  politenefs  what 
#ther  reafoBS  they  could  have. 

"  Why,"  replied  the  officer, "  has  not  the 
King  governments,  and  regiments,  and 
bilhopricks,  and  many  other  very  beneficial 
things  to  beftow  ?  I  ihould  imagine  tbat  this 
confideration  might  render  the  King  an  ob- 
ject of  great  attention,  and  produce  many 
marks  of  zealous  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
even  although  he  were  not  quite  the  nioft 
apiiable  man  in  the  world,  as  all  the  world 
allow  him  to  be." 

"  Be  aflured.  Sir,"  rejoined  the  French- 
man, *^  that  there  is  no  people  on  earth  who 
have  fuch  a  veneration  for  their  Kings,  and 
fo  much  difinterefted  loyalty  as  the  French." 

••  Forgive  me,"  faid  the  officer,  "  I  know 
a  people  who  can  difpute  thofe  qualifida-* 
tions  with  them,  and  whofe  courtiers  give 
ftronger  proofs  of  veneration  and  loyalty  to 
their  Prince  than  even  thofe  of  Verfaillcs/' 

"What  people  ?" 

«  The 
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'  ^  Tlie  fobje^s  of  tiiie  Emperor  of  Mcn 

rocco,"  replied  the  officer :  ^  there  is  a  mom 

narch  for  you,  gentlemen,  who  hardly  evef 

fpeiks^to  his  fubjeds  pidcMf  Je/oBrc^  zni 

yet  they  venerate  him  in  the  moft  aftooiiih* 
ing  manner.     When  I  was  in  ganiibn  at 

Gibrakar,  I  paffed  pver.to  his  dominicma^ 
and  had  the  houout  9f£  fpending  jbine  til&d 
at  his  coart  at  Fez  :^dac  of  tfaii  bcloTed  mo* 
narch'a  morning  attitlfbmenta,  is  (hooting  ar« 
rows  at  his  fubje<2s ;  when  he  chances  to 
mifs,  which  feldom  happens,  for  by  freqaenC 
practice  he  is  an  excellent  markfman,  the 
peribn  at  whom  it  is  direded  takes  up  the 
arrow,  and  with  all  the  zeal  of  the  moftde- 

▼oted  courtier  prefents  it  on  his  knee  to 
the  Emperor. 

^'  On  fome  occafions,  he  does  his  ftdigeda 

the-  honour  of  cutting  off  their  heads  with 

his  own  hands»  and  is  much  praifed  by  the 

courtiers  acound  for  his  dexterity  ;  in  fhort, 

they  difplay  every  mark  of  attachment  to  his 

perfcm 
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l^rfbii,  and  may  be  faid  with  truth  to  love 
their  ibvereiga  to  diftradion. — This  is, 
gentlemen,  what  I  call  difinterefled  loyalty.'* 
But  now  the  French,  at  leail  all  of  them 
who  remain  in  France,  are  as  folicitous  to 
declare  that  they  never  poflefled  this  enthu- 
(laflic  loyalty,  as  formerly  they  were  anxious 
to  have  it  thought  they  did  ;  and  as  they  be- 
gan to  difavowthis  principle  during  the  reign 
of  the  mod  mild  and  mofl  equitable  monarch 
they  ever  had,  as  foon  as  his  power  began  to 
be  abridged,  and  continued  to  profefs  the 
mod  ardent  loyalty  towards  the  moft  oppref- 
iive  and  tyrannical  of  his  predeceflbrs  while 
they  retained  their  power,  it  is  pretty  clear 
on  what  that  boafted  loyalty  was  founded. 

But  as  the  men  (hew  an  abject  and  flaviih 
»  _ 

difpofition,  who  aife^t  attachment  and  ve*- 

deration  for  a  foolifii  or  wicked  prince,  fo 
thofe  on  th);  other  hand  betray  a  malevolent 
and  odious  character,  who  are  deficient  in 
refpe^  and  gratitude  to  a  mild  and  equitable 
VOL.  II.  G  c  monarch, 


(    38^    ) 

monarch,  who  through  the  whole  of  hb 
reign  has  manifefted  a  love  of  juftice,  and 
an  equal  regard  for  the  rights  of  his  fubjeds 
and  for  his  own  prerogative. 

The  loyalty  of  a  man  of  fenfe  and  fpirit 
arifes  from  a  due  refped:  for  the  firft  magiC* 
trate  in  the  ftate,  whofe  lawful  authority  he 
is  ready  to  fupport  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity, independent  of  every  other  confide- 
ration.  To  this  fentiment  of  loyalty  to  the 
monarch  as  firfl  magiflrate,  efteem  for  per- 

ft 

fonal  good  qualities,  if  they  exift,  and  gra- 
titude for  favours  received,  will  be  added  ia 
every  well  formed  mind.  But  thefe  fenti- 
ments  do  not  exclufively  belong  to  loyalty, 
but  are  felt  for  every  perfon  of  our  ac- 
quaintance who  pofTefTes  great  or  amiable 
qualities,  and  from  whom  we  have  received 
favours.  But  the  oftentatioiis  indications  of 
loyalty  which  are  fometimes  exhibited,ia  the 
vulgar,  generally  proceed  from  a  mere  love 
of  noife ;  in  fome  of  fuperior  rank,  from 

the 
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the  defire  of  being  looked  on  as  the  partU 
cular  friends  of  the  royal  family,  uncon- 
neSed  with  any  idea  of  their  good  qualities ; 
and  in  many  it  is  founded  on  a  lucrative  of« 
fice  in  poflellion  or  in  expedation. 

November  Jj. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  when 
a  veneration  for  the  chriftlan  religion  was 
fiill  pretty  general  in  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, a  defldocratic  abbe,  with  a  view  to  infpire 
hii  audience  with  a  deteilation  for  arifto- 
crates,  aflured  them  in  his  fermon  that  Jefus 
Chrift  was  crucified  by  the  ariftocrates  of  Je* 
rufalem. 

Some  people  imagine  that  the  fame  aflfer'* 
tion  made  in  a  fermon  now,  would  not  pro* 
duce  the  fame  horror  in  the  minds  of  a 
French  audience  that  it  did  three  years  ago^ 
being  of  opinion  that  religious  impreffions 
are  much  weaker  now  than  they  were  then* 

One  diftinguiihing  do^ne  of  chriftia- 

C  c  2  nity. 
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nlty,  namely,  the  forpvencfs  of. Injuries, 
feemsta  be  greatly'exploded,  and  conddered 
rather  as  the  efiedl  of  weaknefs  than  mag- 
nanimity ;  revenge,  on  the  contrary,  is  ap- 
plauded as  a  virtue,  and  proclaimed  as  a 
duty,  and  the  people  are  Simulated  to  ven- 
geance, on  every  real  or  fuppofed  injury, 

Thofe  who  excite  the  populace  againft 
:the  King,  tell  them,  that  his  execution  h 
neceiTary,  to  avenge  the  murder  of  their  bre- 
thren in  the  Caroufel  on  the  loth  of  Au- 
guft;^  and  thit  the  affairs  of  the  nation 
cannot  profper,  until  theif  flaughter  is  amply 
revengetL 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  National  Aflem- 
l>ly,  that  fome  of  thofe  patriots,  while  they 
lay  expiring  on  the  ground,  had  had  the 
confolation  of  feeing  the  Swifs  cut  in  pzecea, 
Jbefore  their  eyes  were  entirely  clofed. 

The  new  levies  are  dfliired  by  way  of  en- 
couragement, that  in  cafe  they  fhould  be 
in  battl^  diey  may  m^e  themielves 

perfe^y 
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perjfedly  eafy,  for  that  their  deatks  {hall  be 
fully  revenged. 

A  poor  woman  was  weeping  bitterly  for 
the  death  of  her  fon,  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Valmy :  the  foldier  who  had  brought  her 
the  news  endeavoxured  to  comfort  her,  fay- 
ing, **  Confolez-vous,  Marguerite,  je  tous 
reponds  qu'il  a  ^te  bien  vengifi  *•'* 

At  the  civic  feaft,  which  took  place  on 
account  of  the  conqueft  of  Savoy,  a  new 
ftanza  was  added  to  the  hymn  of  the  Mar- 
feillois,  'and  was  fung  by  a  'company  of 
young  boys  on  that  occafion : 

Nous  entrerons  dans  la  carriere,  , 

Quand  nos  alnes  A'y  feront  plus : 
Nous  7  trouverons  leur  poulEere 
£t  la  trace  de  leurs  vertus. 
Sien  moins  jaloux  de  leur  furviTre^ 
Que  de  partager  leur  cercueil. 
Nous  aurohs  le  fublime  orgueii 
De  les  vinger  ou  de  les  fuivre. 
Auz  armes^  Citoyens!— -Formez  tos  bataillons ! 
'    Marchez  !-^Qu'un  fang  impur  abreuve  nos  fillons. 

*  Comfort  yourfelfy  Margaret,  for  I  cui  afliire  yot 
diat  be  was  well  avenged. 

G  c  3  I  was 


.  I  was  at  the  Convention  lately,  wbcn  a. 
young  officer  belonging  to  the  re^ment  of 
Beaurepaire  appeared  at  the  bar. 

He  had  been  at  Verdun  when  the  Colonel 

Ibot  himfelf ;  he  fpoke  highly  of  that  ofli. 

cer,  by  whom,  he  faid,  the  garrifon  had  beea 

animated  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm,  that 

they  had  refolvcd  to  be  buried  in  the  ruins 

pf  the  town,  rather  than  furrender :  he  gave 

an  affeding  account  of  the  indignation  and 

grief  of  the  foldiers,  when  they  found  that 

the  Magiilrates  had  capitulated^  and  were 

told  of  the  cataflrophe  of  their  Colonel :  he 

faid,  he  was  deputed  from  his  regiment,  to 

demand  vengeance  oh  the  traitors  who  had 

betrayed  Verdun  to  the  enemy,  and  driven 

their  Commander  to  defpair.     He  read  the 

names  of  thofe  he  accufed,  confifting  of  the 

Magiftrates  of  Verdun,  and  fome  of  the  Field 

Officers  of  the  National  Guards, 

This  young  officer  was  handfome,  and  of 
9l  genteel  figure :  he  fpoke  with  fluency  aqd 

grace) 
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grace;  and  what  interefted  the  audience 
greatly  in  his  favour,  was,  that  a  letter  from 
Dumourier  was  read,  which  informed  the 
Convention,  that  the  regiment  to  which  he 
belonged  had  behaved  remarkably  well 
againft  the  Pruflians ;  and  that  the  officer 
who  brought  the  kccufation  had  diftin* 
guifhed  hihifelf  in  a  very  gallant  manner. 

Some  of  the  Members  began  to  talk  of 
avenging  the  death  of  Beaurepairc  on  the 
beads  of  the  perfons  accufed  by  the  officer ; 
and  the  Aflembly  feemed  fo  much  enraged 
againft  them,  that  I  was  afraid  of  their  de- 
creeing fomcthing  very  violent  inftan'tly — 
but  one  Deputy,  who  had  preferved  coolnefs 
in  the  midft  of  all  this  emotion,  fhewed  the 
impropriety  of  coming  to  any  refolution 
againft  the  accufed  citizens,  in  the  prefent 

» 

ftate  of  their  minds,  and  begged  that  the 
accufation  might  be  referred  to  the  confi-» 
deration  of  a  Committed* 

This  meafure  was  at  laft  adopted« 

C  c  4  November 
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There  are  eight  or  tpa  theatres  for 
dramatic  entertainments  of  one  kind  of 
Other  at  prefent  in  Paris :  moil  of  them  ar? 
open  fgur  times  a  week.  The  pieces  re« 
prefented  are  generally  new,  and  adapted  to 

* 

the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  to  fprtify  the 
miods  of  the  audience  in  fentim^nts  fa* 
vourable  to  the  Revolution.  Kings  and 
Princes  are  reprefented  is  rapacious,  vo« 
luptuous,  and  tyrannical ;  Nobility  a$  fri^f 
Volous  and  unfeeling,  fawning  to  the  fo? 
vereign,  and  infolent  to  their  fellow  fub* 
je&s;  Prieils  as  hypocritical,  artful,  and 
wicked.  To  infpire  a  hatred  to  monarchical 
government,  and  a  love  of  repubiicanifm,  is 
one  great  object  of  almoft  every  pew  piece 
— even  in  thpfc  comic  pieces  whofe  plots 
turn  on  an  amorous  intrigue,  or  fome  ob- 
je&  equally  remote  from  politics  or  form^ 
pf  government,  fentiments  of  the  fame  ten* 
^encv  occur,  and  howler  awj^wa^ly  intro^ 

4yce4 


(    393    > 

dueed  tfaey  are  fure  of  being  receWed  vnth 
upplaufe.  A  ftrid  adherence  to  the  unities 
of  time  and  place,  and  other  critical  rules,- 
for  which  the  French  theatre  was  formerly 
4iftinguifhed,  is  now  little  attended  to. 

The  dramatic  writers  hate  fetters,  as 
much  as  the  Sans  Culottes,  and  fometimet 
^efpiCe  decorum  as  much. 

I  was  lately  at  the  Theatre  de  la  Vari^te: 
the  piece  wgs  entitled  La  Mort  de  Beaure-^ 
faire^ 

The  hero,  on  hearing  that  the  Magiftrates 
of  Verdun  have  delivered  a  gate  of  ithe  towa 
to  the  Pruflians,  fhoots  himfelf  on  the  ftage* 
The  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  furrounded  by  hla 
guards,  enters,  and  finds  a  French  foldiep 
lamenting  over  the  body  of  his  commander; 
while  the  Duke  is  queflioning  him,  an* 
other  French  foldier  is  brought  in,  who  ha^ 
juft  fhot  a  Pruflian  officer  in  the  ftreet. 
The  Duke  aflcs,  who  bribed  him  to  cocar 
jnit  this  aflafliinatiou?  Tb?  foldier  replies^ 

^5  !•  Tb*l 
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"  That  he  needed  no  bribe  to  determine 
him  to  deftroy  the  enemies  bf  his  country; 
that  he  had  no  part  in  the  infamous  capitu- 
lation,  by  which  the  Pruffians  vrere  per- 
mitted to  enter  Verdun;  that  he  had  mi(^ 
taken  the  officer  he  had  killed^  for  the  Duke 
himfelf,  and  highly  regrets  the  miftake.**— 
The  foldier  in  his  turn  demands  of  the 
Duke,  ^^  who  had  bribed  him  to  invade  a 
country  which  had  renounced  conqueft,  and 
to  make  war  on  a  people,  who  wifhed  only 
to  be  governed  by  laws  of  their  own  making, 
under  a  form  agreeable  to  their  own  tafte  ?" 
The  Duke  makes  fome  reply  to  this,  and  the 
difpute  becomes  warm :  but  although  the  fol« 
dier  Is  reprefented  as  having  by  much  the  beft 
of  the  argument,  he  is  ordered  to  immediate 

execution.  It  appears  foon  after,  that  on  his 
way  he  has  leaped  over  a  bridge,  and  by 
that  means  efcaped  a  more  painful  death. 
The  firft  foldier  concludes  the  piece,  by  af* 
Turing  the  Duke,  that  he  will  make  nothing 

of 
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of  hu  prefent  enterprife*  which  he  had  beft 
relinquilh  in  time  j  for  thejhorteji  follies  are 
the  fooneft  remedied. 

Many  little  dramas  are  daily  exhibited  on 
the  Boulevards^  to  the  fame  tendency,  and 
ballads  are  fung  in  the  ftreets  and  public 
walks :  one  is  entitled,  Comparaifon  du  R£« 
gime  Ancien  avec  le  Nouveau ;  the  laft  ftan-» 
za  is  as  follows ; 

Jadis,  quand  pour  rarmee  un  fils  partoit^ 
Sa  boni(}e  mere  tout  aufB-tot  pleuroitj 
£t  le  retirer  elle  ne  pouvoit ; 
Cetoit  regime  defpote% 

Attjourd'huii  Ton  voit  toutet  les  mamans 
Faire  le  paquet,  armer  leurs  enfant^ 
]St  les  envojer  fervir  dans  les  camps  ; 
Vive  un  regime  patriote. 

The  two  following  ilanzas  ar^  frotxi 
another,  which  is  much  reliflied  by  die 
people; 

Savez-yous  I9  belle  hiftoire 
De  ces  fameux  Pruflfiens  ? 
Us  marchoient  k  la  vidloire 
Avec  les  Autrichien^ ; 
Au  lieu  de  palme  de  gloire 
lis  ont  cueilli  des-*raifin8« 
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Le  Graad  Frederic  ft'echappe, 
Prenantle  plus  court  chemini 
Mais  Dumottrier  le  ratrappe> 
£t  lui  chante  ce  refrain :         ^ 
M'alkz  plus  mordre  ^  la  grappe 
Dans  la  Tigne  du  Toifin* 

A  writer  in  one  of  the  Journals  obfenre% 
that  fmall  fpring8  are  capable  of  moving 
great  machines;  and  that  popular  ballads 
have  had  confiderable  influence  in  the  re* 
volutions  of  nations ; — ^he  adds,  ^^  La  chan- 
fon  des  Marfeillois  eclaire,  infpire,  et  re« 
jouit  a  la  fois«  Je  conqlus  k  ce  que  Ton  ^at« 
tache  quatre  chanteurs  k  cbacune  de  nos 
armees.  Faire  notre  Revolution  en  chan- 
tant,  eft  un  moyen  prefque  fur  de  TempS- 
cher  de  finir  par  de  chanfons  ^/* 

What  truth  is  in  this  obfervation,  is 
not  worth  examining ;  but,  if  the  terminal 

*  The  Song  of  die  Marfeillois  at  once  enlighu 
ens>  infptreSj  and  rejoices.  I  therefore  more,  that 
four  good  Singers  (hall  be  appointed  to  each  <^  our 
;irmies.  To  accomplifli  our  Revolution  with  gaiety 
and  good  humour^  is  one  fure  way  to  prevent  its  end* 
ing  ia  a  fong* 

'        tion 
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^n  of  the  French  Revolution  depends  on 
the  good  humour  and  humanity  with 
which  it  has  of  late  been  carried  oti,  it  will 
iiave  a  difmal  ending* 

November  i()« 

Marat  has  kept  himfelf  conceded  for 
fome  time,  but  his  Journal  is  continued  as 
ufpaL  He  dates  it  from  a  fubterraneous 
habitation  (d'un  Souterrain) ;  in  which,  he 
fays,  he  is  obliged  to  bury  himfelf  alive^ 
that  he  may  be  fafe  from  the  daggers  of 
aflaillns.  And  why  am  I  obliged  to  hide 
myfelf  ?  he  aiks  of  the  people,  to  whoni 

« 

his  Journal  is  addrcffed — •*  O  peuple,^que 
je  ch^ris>  que  je  porte  dans  mon  coeur,  pour 
avoir  pris  votre  defence,  pour  .avoir  it6 
votre  ami,  &c.  &c.*" 

It  feems  extraordinary,  to  addrefs  the  mob 
of  Paris  in  the  ftyle  of  a  lover  to  his  mi  A 
trefs ;  but  it  is  ftill  more  extraordinary,  that 
a  mob,  who  have  given  fuch  proofs  of  fe« 

•  O  people^  whom  I  love,  who  are  always  ncarcft 
my  heart,  for  havipg  always  beea  your  friend  and  ad« 
▼ocate, 

rocity. 
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rocify^  {hould  be  deluded  hy  the  language 
which  reduces  a  fdnd  girU 

The  general  turn  of  his  Journal^  how** 
ever,  is  not  in  the  fame  tender  drain,  even 
fince  he  dated  from  below  ground.  The 
manner  in  which  he  vindicates  himfelfffom 
the  accufation  of  being  fanguinary,  will  be 
thought  curious. 

*^  Le  grand  cheval  de  bataille  de  mes  d^« 

r 

tradleurs  eft  de  me  peindre  comme  un  horn- 
me  fanguinaire,  qui  eft  fans  cefte  a  precher 
le  meurtre  et  Taflaffinat.  Mais  je  les  defie  de 
faire  voir  autre  chofe  dans  mes  ^critSjft  ce 
n^eftpas  quej'ai  demontre  Ian6ceflit6  d  abatre 

quelques  centaines  de  t^tes  ciimrnelles  pouc 
conferver  trois  cent  mille  tctes  innocentes*/' 
In  his  Journal  of  this  day,  is  the  follow- 
ing paragraph:  ^^  Je  ne  croirai  pas  a  la  Re« 

"^  Th^  gtezt  aim  of  my  detra£iors  is  to  paint  me  as  a 
fanguinary  man,  who  is  al\v^ys  preaching  murder  and  af- 
fafiination.  But  1  defy  them  to  point  out  any  thing  inmy 
vritings,  unlefs  that  1  have  demonftratcd  the  neceflity 
of  cutting  off  a  few  hundred  criminal  heads  to  pre- 
ienre  three  hundred  thoufand  innocent  ones. 
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publique,  que  lorfque  la  t£te  de  Louis  Capat 
ne  fera  plus  fur  fes  epaules,  et  que  les  foldats 
de  la  liberty  ne  feront  plus  menes  a  la 
boucherie  par  des  g^neraux  courtifans  *." 
'  In  the  midft  of  all  the  fuccefs  of  Du- 
mourier,  this  man  exclaims  againft  him  for 
having  permitted  the  Prullians  to  cfcape  out 
of  France ;  and  he  writes  in  the  fame  ftyle 
of  the  other  Generals,  whom  he  defcribes 
as  men  of  ariftocratic  principles,  and  ene- 
mies of  the  people;  and  adds  whatever 
he  thinks  mod  likely  to  excite  the  populace 
againft  Louvet,  Barbaroux,  Genfonnet, 
Guadet,  Buzot^  Vergniaud^  Kerfaint,  and 
all  the  fadion  Rol-Briflbtine,  as  he  deno- 
minates them.  But  what  may  lead  to  more 
extenfive  mifchief  than  all  the  reft  is  the 
drift  of  the  motto  of  his  Journal :  "  Ut  re- 
deat  miferi^,  abeat  fortuna  fuperbis:*'  that 
is  to  fay,  "  Take  the  money  from  the  rich, 

*  I  (hall  never  think  the  Republic  eftablifhed^  until 
the  bead  of  Lewis  Capet  is  no  longer  on  his  (lioulders, 
and  until  the  foldiers  of  Liberty  (hall  be  no  longer  led 
to  flaughter  by  generals  who  are  courtiers. 

that 
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Aat  k  may  be  reftored  to  the  poor/*    This 
plainly  prompts  to  univerfal  pillage :  and 
perhaps  the  wickednefs  of  fadioa   nevef 
was  puflied  farther  tfaiaa  in  the  proteAioa 
g^Tcn  to  fuch  an  incendiary  as  this  Marat ; 
for,  ndtwithftanding  all   the  public  difa«» 
▼owals  that   have  been  made,  that  he  is 
powerfully  proteded  feems  to  me  evident* 
i— He  dates  from  a  cellar,  but  every  body 
believes  he  is  now  living  at  his  eafe  in  very 
good  quarters^  above  ground ;  and  xK)body 
can  doubt,  but  that  it  would  be  a  very  eafy 
matter  to  difcover  them,  if.it  were  thought 
fafe  and  prudent   to  feize  the  man.    But 
they  cannot  even  fupprefs  his  Journal ;  it 
|S  cried  every  night  in  the  Palais  Royal:  a 
little  boy  came  bawling  after  me  with  it,  as 
I  returned  home  a  few  nights  ago,  ^^  Jour« 
nal  par  Marat,  TAmi  du  Peuple ! — combien 
voulez-vous,  Citoyen  Anglais?  Journal  par 
TAmi  du  Peuple! — ^Ah,  c^ft  bien  interei^ 
fant  aujourd'hui — vous  prendrez  deux  ou 

trois,  n'ell*il  pas  vrai,  mon  cher  Milor  ?*' 

November 


I 


C    4ot     ) 

^     Noverhbet  20. 

-  It  is  moft  unpkafailt  to  obferve  ho\V 
Httle  fenfation  the  cruel  ftate  in  which  the 
Royal  Family  is  occafions  in  Paris,  and 
how  fmall  a  part  of  general  converfation  it 
occupies:  as  for  the  loweft  mob^  they  never 
mention  them  but  with  fome  foul  epi* 
thet  of  abufet  this  does  not  furprife  me, 
becaufe  they  are  either  hired  for  the  pur-» 
pofe,  or,  like  all  mobs,  join  in  the  cry  that  is 
fuggefted,  and  prefs  blindly  on,  according 
to  the  impulfe  given  by  others;  I  fpeak  not 
therefore  of  them,  hut  of  the  other  ranks  of 
fociety* 

•  Whatever  people's  fontimerits  are  with 
regard  to  the  Revolution,  whether  they  are 
what  is  here  called  Ariftocrates,  or  Demo^ 
crates,  one.ftiould  think  that  fo  fevere  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune,  and  one  fo  unexampled  in 
the  political  (late  in  which  Europe  has  {o 
long  been,  would  occafton  more  general 
fympathy.   That  this  fympathy  fhould  not 
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he  difplayed  in  public^  is  eafily  accounted 
for:  but  even  in  private  and  confideatiai  cOn«> 
verfations^  where  no  relerve  is  ufed  on  to^ 
pics  equally  dangerous,  the  misfortunes  of 
the  Royal  Family  feem  to  be  felt  in  a 
very  (light  manner^  by  fome  v^ho  might 
have  been  expeded  to  feel  them  moft  fe** 
verely. 

What  an  afiedlting  contraft  does  this  in-* 
difference  and  negleA  make  with  the  obfe*- 
quious  attendon,  almoft  to  adoration^  which 
was  paid  to  this  family  by  the  whole  French 
nation ;  with  the  emulation  and  unwearied 
affiduity  of  all  ranks- to  captivate  their  no* 
tice  and  gratify  their  wiihes ;  with  the  pro- 
teflations  of  efleem^  refped^  and  affedioa 
they  have  been  accuflomed  to  hear  froni 
their  childhood ! 

All  thofe  external  marks  of  veneration  were 
accompanied,  nodoubt,  with  theflrongefl  af-^ 
furances  of  their  being  the  offspring  of  genu* 
ine  fentimental  preference,  beflowed  on  per* 
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foflat  virtues^. uninfluenced  by  any  expeda-* 
tion  from  their  power,  and  purified  from 
all  felfifh  confiderations* 

The  cannon  of  St.  Antoine,  and  the  fa-^ 
bres  of   the  Marfeillois,  exterminated  the 

* 

virtues  of  the  King  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  i 
and  every  day  of  his  imprifonment  in  the 
Temple  feems  to  have  added  fome  new  ar- 
ticle to  a  lift  of  vices  of  which  he  is  now 
accufed,  and  which  were  never  heard  of  be- 
fore.—I  never  fee  a  man  in  the  Conven* 
tional  Aflembly,  or  elfewhere,  eager  to  dit 
tinguifh  himfelf  by  violent  fallics  again  ft 
the  King  and  his  unfortunate  faitiily,  but 
I  imagine  I  behold  a  wretch  who  wduld  be 
the  moft  abjed  of  his  courtiers,  if,  by  an 
unexpedied  turn  of  affairs,  the  Monarch 
were  re-eftabli(hed  on  the  throne*  Nor 
did  I  ever  know  any  men,  who  were  dif^ 
tinguiihed  for  adopting  the  prejudices, 
abetting  the  caprices,  and  affefking  wonder- 
ful attachment  to  the  perfons  of  Princes  in 
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the  fulnefs  of  power,  without  fu/pcSIng 
that  they  would  be  the  mod  turbulent  6e^ 
magpgues,  and  the  bittereft  enemies  of  thofe 
very  Princes,  if  by  any  accident  they 
fhoidd  ever  be  in  the  fame  (ituation  with 
the  Royal  Family  of  France» 

November  2r. 

When  a  man,  who,  from  his  fituation  in 
life,   or  from  the  comraiflion  he  enjoys,  is 
guarded  from  retaliation,  treats  another,  who 
is  in  his  power,  with  infolence  or  cruelty, 
it  naturally  excites   feelings  of  indignation 
and  contempt.    When  an  inferior  behaves 
with  infolence  to  his  fuperior,  a  blackguard, 
for  example,  to  a  gentleman  in  the  ftreets 
of  London,  it  raifes  difgufl,  but  not  coQ»« 
tempt  as  in  the  former  in  (lance,  becaufe  the 
blackguard  may  run  fome  rifk — he  is  not 
abfolutely  furc  of  impunity. 

It  was  natural  to  fupppfe,  that  the  inipru- 

dent  iatroduftion  of  the  term  ^gali/e  would 

produce 
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produce  an  univerfal  infolence  among  the 
lower  claflcs  of  people  in  France  towards 
their  fuperiors:  and  I  am  ftill  convinced 
it  will  in  procefs  of  time  be  the  cafe;  but 
I  confefs  I  have  not  hitherto  remarked  any 
difagreeable  inftance  of  this  nature.  No 
perfon,  indeed,  of  whatever  rank,  is  al- 
lowed to  drefs  his  footmen  in  livery,  but 
every  one  is  allowed  to  have  as  many  foot- 
men  as  he  pleafes ;  and  when  L.  L*s  car- 
riage was  driving,  a  day  or  two  fmce,  in 
at  the  gate  of  the  Louvre,  it  was  flopped 
by  the  fentinel,  who.  had  qbferved  that 
the  hammercloth  had  fringes  of  a  different 
colour;  and  informed  his  Lordfhip,  that 
fuch  a  kind  of  di{lin£tion  was  no  longer 
permitted  in  France,  being  contrary  to  that 
cgalit6  which  every  Frenchman  had  fworn 
to.  The  coachman  had  been  ordered 
never  to  ufe  any  but  a  plain  cloth;  but, 
having  a  fringed  one  in  his  pofleffion  of 
which  he  was  very  vain,  he  had  ventured  to 
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adorn  his  coach-box  Mrith  it  on  this  unfortu* 
nate  day.  As  the  poor  fellow  was  taking  it 
off  with  a  very  mortitied  air,  the  valet  d^ 
place  reproached  him  for  having  put  it  on ; 
which  the  fencinel  owheariog,  faid  angrily 
to  the  coachman,  ^^  II  fie^  bien  a  tin  gueuK 
comme  toi  d'etre  ariftocrate  *." 

A  few  days  Gnce  I  faw  a  man  dreffed  ia 

the  uniform  qf  a  General  Officer  come  up 

to  a  poor  fdlow,  who,  with  a  pike  in  lu9 

/  hand.  Hood  fentinel  at  a  gate,  and,  addrefTing 

.  him  by  the  name  of  *'  Citoycn  Sjoldal^*  aiked 
him  the  way  to  a  particular  ftreet. 

The  pike-pmen  were  formerly  contidered 
as  of  a  rank  inferior  to  the  National  Guards^ 
who  are  armed  with  muikets:  but  of  late 
they  are  put  on  a  footing,  and  do  duty 
together;  butftill  it  might  have  been  ex« 
pelted,  that  this  gentleman^s  rank  in  the 
aroiy  would  have  commanded  the  ftrongeft 
marks  of  refpedt  from  a  common    foldier, 

♦  It  well  becomes  a  beggar  like  you  to  give  youj- 
fclf  tlie  airs  of  an  ariftocrate>. 

if 
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If  his  laced  coat  failed  to  produce  them  la 
a  poor  fellow  almoll  in  rags. 

^  Tenez,  mon  camarade/*  fa;d  the  pike«« 
man:  **  you  will  firft  turn  to  the  right, 
4nd  then  walk  ftraight  on  until,  &c.'* 

The  Officer  having  heard  the  diredions 
returned  thanks  to  the  Gitoyen  Soldat,  and, 
moving  his  hat,  walked  away, 

-•     November  22* 

Some  time  flace  I  wa?  walking  with  a 
man,  who  has  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel in  the  National  Guards  : — feven  or  eight 
men  belonging  to  his  battalion  came  up  tQ 

him  with  a  complaint ;  they  pretended  that 
injuflice  had  been  done  to  their  company, 
in  the  arrangements  refpeding  the  duty; 
and  they  alfo  complained  of  fome  other 
grievances : — the  perfon  they  had  chofen  to 
fpeak  for  them  feemed  to  be  of  rather  a  fiery 
temper ;  and  he  ftated  the  grievances  with 
more  heat  and  lefs  ceremony  than  I  had 
been  accuftomed   to  fee  foldiers  ufe  when 

Dd  4  addreffing 
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t 

addrefling  their  officers. — The  Lieutenant 
Colonel  on  his  part  heard  the  complaints 
with  attention  and  cpolnefs ;  only  faying, 
from  time  to  timc^  as  the  oratcfr  proceeded, 
*'  Tu  as  raifon^  tu  as  raifon,  mon  ami" — and 
gave  no  other  interruption  or  anfwer,  till 
he  bad  quite  finifhed,  The  officer  then  be-» 
gan  with  the  phrafe  he  had  already  ufed  fo 
frequently,  •*  Tu  as  raifon,  mon  ami,  cela  eft 
dair ;  but  there  is  one  poiQt  in  whiqh  you 
are  a  little  miftaken." 

This  one  point  turned  out  to  be  the 
whole  affair  in  queftion.  The  officer  pro- 
ceeded to  put  the  bufmefs  in  a  very  different 
light;  fometimes  addrcffing  himfelf  to  the 
Orator,  and  fometimes  to  others  of  the  cir- 
cle ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  convinced  the 
whole,  that  what  they  afked  was  unreafon- 
able,  and  dlfmifled  them  fatisfied,  and  re- 
peating  "  Le  Colonel  a  raljcn.*^ 

When  they  were  gone,  he  faid  to  me  fmi- 
Jing,  "  This  is  my  conftant  method,  when 

I  they 
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they  come  with  an  unreafonable  requeft  :-I 
hear  them  with  patience;  and  after  I  have 
jicknowledged  .two  or  thfee  tiihcs  that  they 
are  in  the  right,  they  allow  me  quietly  to 

■ 

convince  them  that  they  are  in  the  wrong : 
— whereas,  were  I  to  tell  them  at  once  they 
were  in  the  wrong,  they  would  think  me 
unjuft ;  but  not  that  they  themselves  were 
unreafonable. 

*^  When  their  complaint  is  well  fouhd- 
ed,"  continued  the  officer,  "  and  in  my 
power. to  remedy,  there  is  no  need  of  rea- 
foning;  I  get  the  grievance  redrefled  as 
foon  as  poflible,  and  am  happy  it  is  in  my 
power," 

"  All  this;'  faid  I,  "  will  do  very  well 
in  civil  life  j  but  I  fhould  hardly  think  it 
would  anfwer  in  the  military,  where  fub- 
ordination  and  implicit  obedience  are  fo 
neceffary." 

To  this  the  officer  anfwered,  "  That  men 
Vvho  clothe  ihemfelves  and  ferve  without 

pay, 


• 
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p4y,  cannot  be  treated  with  th^  fame  fevc-- 
irity  as  foldiers  who  are  paid  and  clothed 
by  the  public :  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered 
at,  thatfo  many  poor  tradefmen  and  day- 
labourers  all  over  France  fubmit  to  lofe  the 
profit  of  their  work  for  one  day,  and  fome- 
times  two,  in  a  week,  bear  fo  much  fatigue, 
and  perform  the  military  duty  required  of 
them,  fo  cheerfully  as  they  do.      WKeu 

thofe  men  are  ordered  to  the  frontiers,  and 
obliged  to  perform  the  duty  of  foldiers 
every  day,  they  then  receive  pay,  and. are 

■ 

iiibjefted  to  a  feverer  difcipliae.** 

^*  I  cannot  help  thinking,"  refumed  I. 
**  that  a  General,  who  commands  foldiers 
who  are  taught  to  obey  without  thinkings 
has  a  great  advantage  uver  one  whofe  army 
muft  be  reafoned  with.  Th^  Duke  of  Bruni^ 
wick  has  only  to  iffue  his  orders,  and  he  is 
as  fure  of  being  obeyed,  as  I  am  certain  this 
watch  will  ftrike  when  I  prefs  the  fpring,'* 
continued  I,  making   the   watch,  which  I 

held 
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licld  in  my  hand,  repeat  the  hour;  •*  where* 
jis  I  underlUnd,  that  Dumourier  is  often 
oblige^  to  convince  his  foldiers  qu^il  a 
raifon^  before  they  will  execute  his  orders/* 

"  The  temper  and  national  charafter  of 
the  foldiers  muft  be  confidered  by  the  Gc* 
neral  who  commands  them,**  refumed  *  the 
pfficer:  "  Frenchmen  would  be  difpirited, 
rendered  good  for  nothing,  or  would  defert, 
if  they  were  treated  with  as  much  feverity 
as  German  and  Ruflian  foldiers.  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  introdu£lion  of  the  pu- 
nishment of  the  cane  (coups  des  batons) 
was  one  reafon  of  the  defedion  of  the  army 
at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution.  I  know 
that  many  regiments  were  quite  difgufted 
with  that  pradice.  The  French  and  Ger- 
mans are  as  different  animals  as  greyhounds 
and  fox-hounds;  they  accomplifh  the  de« 
ftrudion  of  their  enemy  by  different  en- 
dowments, and   require    a    very   different 


treatment/* 


♦*  Ida 
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"  I  do  not  wi{h  to  depreciate  the  merit  of 
Dumourier/*  continued  the  officer;  ^*  but  I 
muft  obferve,  that  the  difadvantage  you 
mention  might  be  compenfated  by  that  en^ 
thufiafm,  which  in  the  prefent  eraergeiicy 
adits  on  the  minds  of  French  foldiers  with 
an  energy  beyond  the  force  of  any  mecha* 
nical  fpring.  Befides^  you  muft  recolleft, 
that  it  has  always  been  the  cuftom  in  France^ 
to  enlift  foldiers  for  three  or  four  years  only; 
for  which  reaibn,  great  numbers  of  young 
tradefmen  and  labourers  choofe  to  go  and 
ferve  during  that  time  in  the  army ;  after 
which,  they  return  to  their  trades  and  villa- 
ges, where  their  adventures  in  the  army  are 
a  fource  of  converfation  to  themfelves,  and 
of  admiration  to  their  wives  and  children 
for  the  reft  of  their  lives:  and  when  the 
whole  country  is  called  forth  as  on  the  pre- 
fent occafion,  there  are  among  the  recruits 
of  every  department  a  confiderable  num* 
ber  of  old  foldiers,  who  not  only  inflru^ 

the 
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the  new  men  in  the  efTential  parts  of  the 
cxencife,  but  alfo  give  them  an  example  of 
regularity  and  obedience ;  fo  that  the  hafty 
levies  with  which  Dumourier  was  reinforced 
it  St.  Menehould  were  not  entirely  raw 
recruits. 


November  23. 

In  keeping  this  journal,  my  object  was 
hot  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  public  events 
which  take  place  in  this  country  at  this  cri- 
tical period,  but  to  give  alfo  forae  idea  of  the 
effedl  which  thefe  events  have  On  the  manners 
and  fcntimentsof  the  people,  which  I  imagine 
is  better  done  by  relating  fads  and  incidents, 
than  by  general  defcription.  With  this  view,  I 
mention  the  following  which  occurred  to  an 
Engiifh  gentleman  and  lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance :  Hearing  there  was  to  be  a  debate  on 
an  important  fiibjed  in  the  Convention,  the 
gentleman  hired  two  perfons  to  go  early  and 
teep  places  for  them  in  the  front  of  the  gaU 

Icry 
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foy  oppofite  to  the  Prefident.  The  gentte«< 
man  and  lady  went  themfelves  an  hour  a^ 
tef.  A  fentinel  who  was  placed  within  the 
gallery,  told  them  there  Was  no  rooin»  They 
laid  that  two  perfons  in  the  front  would 
yield  them  their  places,  and  the  two  perfons 
rofe  accordingly  and  offered  to  withdraw  $ 
but  the  people  in  the  gallery  objeded  to  the 
new  comers  taking  their  places,  which^  they 
iaid)  naturally  belonged  co  thofe  who  fat 
neareil*    The  Englifliman  appealed  to  the 

fentlael :  "  Ma  foi,  citoyen,"  faid  the  fenti- 

•  . 

ncl,  "  r^ffaire  eft  un  peu  epineufe ;  you  muft 
let  it  be  judged  by  the  company/* 

This  is  the  ufual  way  on  all  difputes  in 
the  galleries ;  a  jury  is  immediately  formed 
of  the  people  neaVeft,  who  decide  by  the 
plurality  of  votes,  and  their  verdidt  is  always 
obeyed. 

The  Englifliman  then  afked  of  the  com- 
pany, whether  the  two  perfons  whom  he 
had  fent  to  the  gallery  had  not  a  right  to 

keep 
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keep  their  places.  It  was  uniinimouily  sigreed 
that  they  liad ;  but  that^  if  they  retired,  the 
two  who  fat  neareft  'them  had  a  right  to 
the  places  they  left }  and  fo  every  couple 
might  advance  in  /acceflion,  but  thoie  who 
came  laft  muft  be  content  with  the  worfl; 
places,  till. new  vacancies  occurred.  •*But,'* 
refumed  the  Englishman,  ^'  I  have  paid  thole 
two  men  for  keeping  places  for  this  lady^ 
and  me,  and  that  we  (hould  have  them  is 
founded  on  juftice/' — ^^  Mais  non  pas  fur 
Vegalitej^  faid  one  of  the  jury ;  to  which  opi- 
nlon  all  the  reft  adhered. 

**  You  fee,  citizea,'*  refunied  the  {entiael, 
^  that  the  caufe  is  given  againft  you,  and 
there  is  no  more  to  be  faid.'' 

It  is  not  furprifmg  that  this  idea  of  equa-« 
Ilty  is  very  favourably  received  by  the  loweft 
order  of  fociety,  particularly  according  to 
the  fenfe  in  which  many  of  them  imder- 
Hand  it;  and  I  make  no  manner  of 
doubt  but  that  there  are  men  of  acknow- 
ledged dulnefs,  and  women  decidedly  ugly, 

who 
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rfho^  would  rejoice  in  a  decree  for  an  cqiia* 
lity  of  genius  and  beauty,  and  who,  to  that 
variety  iil  which  nature  delights,  would  pre- 
fer an  infipid  monotony  of  ialents  and  looks 
all  over  the  world. — ^But  until  Nature  Ihall 
HTue  fuch  a  decree,  the  decrees  of  all  the 
National  Conventions  on  earth  to  eftablifh 
egalite  will  be  vain.  Were  equality  decreed 
by  the  univerfal  confent  of  mankind  this 
year,  there  would  be  inequality  of  riches 
and  importance  all  over  the  earth  the  next. 

November  24. 

As  I  walked  to-day  on  the  terrace  of  the 
Feuillans,  which  is  contiguous  to  the  hall  of 
the  National  Aflembly,  I  obferved  a  young 
man  ftanding  on  a  chair :  at  his  fide,  there 
was  a  pike  thruft  into  the  ground,  on  the 
upper  end  of  which  a  fmall  board  was  fixed 
with  this  infcription  :  UApotre  de  la  Liberie. 
A  crowd  furrounded  him,  to  whom  he  ha- 
rangued in  praife  of  the  glorious  revolution 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft^  and  of  the  patriots  to 

whom 
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whomVnnce  owc(d  its  liberty,  which  h^ 
afierted  to*  he  thofe  determined  men  who 
«rere  on  the  preceding  night  appointed  to  * 
))e  dfthe  Genemt  Council  of  the  Ck)mmune^ 
and  not  the  Brifibts,  Vergniauds,  OuadetSi 
Buzot^y '  and  ftill  lefs  Lduvet  the  calumnia- 
tor of  Robefpierfe.  He  faid  that  all  thefe  ■  * 
men,  ^ith  Roland  at  their  head,  were  doing 

every  thing  they  could  to  fave  the  life  of 

*         ''  - 

Lojiis  Capet,  the  various  inftances  of  whofe 
perjury  he  attempted  to  prove,  as  well  as. 
Lis  ingratitude  to  the  Nation,  which  had  bc- 
liaved  fo  generoufly  to  him,  •'  But,*'  he 
added,  **  'Lewis  the  traitor  has  now  filled  up 
themeafureofhis  trej^chery  (p  high,  that 
even  his  friends  in  the  aflembly  could  not 
deny  hia  guilt,  though  they  were  ftriving 
with  all  their  cunning  to  lave  his  life." 

This  fellow  was  evidently  hired  to  ani-* 
mate  the  populace  againft  Roland  and  hia 
friends,  and  make  them  confider  every  at* 
tempt  to  poflpone  or  evade  the  condemna'* 

▼oL.  II.  £  t  tioa 
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tjloa  of  the  King  as  a  proof  of  their  artft«-» 
cracy  aiid  treachery.      No   fpvereign ,  that 

•  ever  reigned  has  had  more  pains  taken  to 
miflcad  and  impofe  upon  his  judgment, 
than  the  Peuplc  Souverain  who  at  prcfent 
governs  France ;  and  being  naturally  of  a 

*  thoughtlefs  and  giddy  charadler,  it  is  no 
wonder  he  falls  into  the  (hares  which  arefo 
artfully  laid  for  him. 

November  25. 

That  fpirlt  of  hatred  and  accufation*which 
prevails  in  the  Convention,  has  extended  to 
the  Generals  of  the  armies,  and  feeips  to  aug- 
ment  daily  in  this  place.  • 

Some  weeks  ago,  Cuftine,  in  a  letter  which 
was  read  in  the  aflembly,  accufed  Kellermann 
of  negligence,  or  fomething  wprfe,  in  hav- 
ing permitted  the  Prufllans  and  Heffians.to 
efcape  out  of  France,  and  reach.  Coblentz. 

He:aflerted,  that  if  Kellermann  had  paffed 
the  Mozellc  and  the  Sarre,  he  would  hav-e 

made 
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made  himfelf  mafter  of  Treves  and  Coblent2 
if^ith  little  diflSculty ;  and  he  referred  to  ftat6- 
ments  which  he  fent  at  the  fame  time,  to 
prove  the  truth  of  hi^  accUfation. 

The  Coiiimiffioners  who  had  been  in  Kel-^ 
lermann's  army,  and  had  feen  the  correfpon-* 
dence  between  him  and  Cufline,  declared  that 
it  would  have  been  highly  imprudent  in  the 
former,  to  have  joined  Guftine  with  his  caval- 
ry at  Treves  at  the  time  it  was  demanded. 

When  Cuftine  fent  this  letter  to  the  Con- 
vention, he  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  Kel- 
lermann  informing  him  of  it.  Kellermann 
alfo  wrote  to  the  Convention,  and  has  this 
-  cxpreffion  in  his  letter :  Les  inculpations  de 
Cujiine  riont  pu  etre  ecritet  qUe  dans  le  vin  *# 

On  this  occafion,  it  happens  fortunately 
that  thofe  Generals  are  particularly  attached 
to  neither  party.  If  they  were,  their  mill- 
tary  fkill,  as  well  as  their  patriotifm,  would 
be  eflimated,  as  is  the  cafe  in  other  coun^ 

^  The  accttfatlont  of  Cuftine  muft  have  been  nud« 
in  bis  cups» 

£  e  ;i  triesi 
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triest  according  tp  the  polidcal  party*  to 
which  thej  belonged  ;  and  be^  who  w)u  lef- 
teemed  a  good  General  bj  one  f<lt  of  men 
becaufe  he  was  of  their  party^  would  ha¥e 
been  called  a  bad  one  by  another  for  tfrat 
veryreafon. 

But  ae  in  this  inftance  the  fpirit  of  party 
has  not  interfered »  both  are  fpbken  of  as 
good  officers  and  faithful  fervatits  to  the 
public,  and  their  mifunderflanding  is  uni- 
verfally  regretted, 

A  member  in  the  Convention  having 
fpoken  highly  of  the  recent  fuccefles  of  C\ii^ 
tine^  another  immediately  obferved,  that  if 
the  fucceffcs  of  Cuftine,  which  were  imme* 
diately  before  their  eyes,  had  enlarged  their 
external  dominions,  Kellermann*8  vidory  on 
the  2cth  of  September  had  faved  the  inte* 
rior  parts 'of  France. — This  was  equally  ap- 
plauded  by  both  parties,. 

In  confequence  of  Cufline^s  accnfation, 
KeUeroiann  w«»  called  frpi«  his  army^  and 

has' 
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ha$  been  for  fotpe  time  in  Paris.  He  is  by 
birth  a  German,  and  ferved  for  man  j  years  in 
the  German  armies,  I  have  been  feveral  times 
in  company  with  him.  Once,  when  feverai 
Deputies  w^re  prefent,  he  could  not  abilaia 
from  fpeaking  with  indignation  of  the  accU'* 
fation  of  Cuftine,  which  gave  him  no  other- 
wife  uneafineis,  he  fai(),  than  as  it  obliged 
him  to  remain  inadiive  at  Paris,  while  the 
brave  army  he  had  commanded  were  in  th«; 
field.  Keller mann  is  a  man  of  plain  manners 
conveying  the  idea  of  fincerity,  and  whofe 
talents  are  calculated  to  render  him  much 
more  brilliant  at  the  head  of  an  army  than 
in  coaverfation.  There  is  no  doubt  of  his 
being  foon  reflored  to  his  command. 


November  26. 

#  In  a  company  of  bourgeois,  a  perfon  was 
lamenting  yefterday  the  fatal  efieds  which 
might  happen,  from  diicord ;  but  added,  he 

£  e  3  uudcrflood 
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underftood   that  the  two  political   partiei 
were  on  the  point  of  uniting. 

On  which  a  chcmift  who  was  prefent^ 
fliaking  his  head,  faid,  he  queflioned  it  yery 
much :  **  becaufe,"  continued  hcj  "  fince  fear 
did  not  comprels  them,  together  when  the 
Prufiian  and  Auftrian  armies  were  advancing 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,-  there  is  little 
probability  that  fuch  heterogeneous  fub- 
ftances  will  unite  by  eledlive  attraction.-' 

However  pedantic  the  chemift's  language 
may  be  thought,  his  argument  feems  juft. — 
Every  day,  I  am  more  and  more  confirmed 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  animofity  between 
the  two  parties  will  never  end  but  in  the 
deftru£tion  of  one  of  them ;  and  fome  people 
think  that  Roland  and  his  party  would  have 
bepn  overfet  before  now,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  federes,  particularly  thofe  from  Mar^ 
feille8,who  are  now  at  Paris, 

The  effed  which  their  name  has  on  the 
mind?  of  the  fyburb  fan&rculottes  is  won^ 

derful 
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^erful — this  greatly  vexes  Marat.  In  one  of 
his  Journals,  he  inflnuates  that  Dumourier 
^xpofedthe  Parifian  battalions  at  the  battle  of 
Jemmappe,  more  than  the  reft  of  the  army, 
on  purpofe  to  have  them  deftrgyecl ;  and  that 

» 

this  was  done  in  compliance  with  the  direc- 
tions  he  received  from  Roland,  BrifTot,  and 
that  party.  His  words  are :  *'  Pour  aflurer 
Ic  fucces  de  leurs  projets  ambitieux,  ces  ty- 
rans  ont  enlev^s  notre  bouillante  jeunefle, 
.toujours  la  premiere  a  marcher  centre  les 
fuppdts  du  defpotifme,  et  a  former  une  bar- 
riere  autour  des  defenfeurs  du  peuple,"  He 
afterwards  mentions  what  this  boujUante 
jeunefle  confifted  of  J'  nos  forts-de-la-^halle, 
continues  he,  **  nos  charbonniejs,  nos  co- 
chers  de  place/* . 

Thofc  who  have  feen  Marat,  and  are  ac- 
quainted  with  the  manners  and  fentimentspf 
Chabot,  Legendre,   Merlin   de  Thionville, 
and  fome  other  of  his  coadjutors,  will  not  be 
furprifed  at  their  having  fome  partiality  to 

£  'e  4  backue/ 
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hackney  coachmen,  coUiera,  and  whatevtt 
is  rough  and  vulgar. 

A  writer  of  great  ingenuity  and  emmenet 
regrets,  that  *^  we  (hall  never  more  behold 
that  generous  loyalty  to  rank  and  fei,  that 
proud  fubmiflioni  that  dignified  obedience^ 
that  fubordir^ation  of  the  heart,  which  kept 
alive,  even  in  fervitude  itfelf,  the  fpirit  of  aa 
exalted  freedom  ;'*  and  adds,,  that  with  thefe 
are  alfo  iled  ^\  that  fenfibility  of  principle^ 
that  dhaflity  of  honour,  which  felt  a  {bun 
like  a  wound,  which  infpired  courage  while 
it  mitigated  ferocity,  which  ennobled  wbat^ 
ever  it  touched,  and  under  which  vice  iifetf 
Iqft  half  its  evil^  by  lofing  (ill  its  gro£nefsJ* 

Notwithftanding  the  fplendid  elegance 
and  force  of  this  pafTage,  the  concluding 
fentiment  has  been  cenfured.  No  man  how« 
«ver  cap  with  lefs  reafon  than  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  above  alluded  to,  be  fuppo^ 
ied  to  mean  this  as  a  palliative  for  vice 
of  »ny  kind ;  andf  it  i«  mqft  certain,  that 
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in  general  fociety,  politencfs  is  a  convex 
nient  fubilitute  for  benevolence,  and  that 
5!rhen  rude  and  poliflied  men  are  equally  vi- 
ctouty  the  latter  are  always  lefs  difgufting 
mad  fometimes  lefs  mifchievous  than  the  for* 
men  A  favage,  when  he  hates  a  man,  or  has 
Tiolent  defire  for  a  woman,  will  murder  the 
one  and  ravifh  the  other;  in  poU&ed  focie-^ 
ty,  .a  man  with  the  fame  p^iEons  will   do 
neither.     It  is  equally  true,  that  a  great  deal 
of  the  groflhefs  of  vice  may  be  removed, 
without   a  grain  of  its  intrinfic  wickednels 
being  removed  with  it.   The  courtier,  who, 
in  elegant  terms,  profelfes  friendfhip  to  the 
man  he  is  endeavouring  to  fupplant,  and 
politely  carefles  thofe  he  means  to  betray, 
exhibits  as  much  genuine  vice  as  the  moft 
vulgar  footpad  that   ever  knocl$;ed  a  man 
down,  OF  informed  againft  his  accomplice* 

All  the  refinement  of  Courts  cannot  al^ 
ter  the  nature  of  falfehood,  ingratitude,  or 
Ueaeheryj  pot  ^an  aU  the  perfumes  of  the 

Eaft 
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Eaft  fweeten  the  corruption  of  vice.  Oa 
the  whole,  though  polifli  in  fomc  cafes  ren* 
ders  vice  lefs  mifchievous  than  it  woidd 
otherwife  he,  in  other  cafes  it  may  make  it 
more  dangerous  by  being  more  attradive; 
like  furbiihing  the  knife  of  a  child,  which 
does  leaft  harm  when  rufty,  and  is  moft 
dangerous  when  brilliant. 

The  Deputies  above  mentioned,  and  others 
of  the  Convention,  cannot  have  this  laid  to 
their  charge;  their  naufeous  manners  and 
debafing  fentiments  exhibit  vice  in  its  na« 
tive  deformity* 

November  aj, 

Aflertions  frequently  and  boldly  re« 
peated  feldom  fail  to  make  an  impreilion 
on  the  minds  of  the  populace,  and  at  length 
to  gain  belief)  in  fpite  of  the  mod  dear  and 

rational  evidence  of  their  falfehood. 

* 

Marat  has  been  exciting  the  people  to 
mutual  rancour,  to  pillaging,  and   cutting 

each 


I 
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each  other^s  throats,  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  Revolution  5  but  he  afTures  them  in  ail 
his  fpeeches,  and  he  tells  them  every  morn^ 
ing  in  his  Journal,  that  he  is  I'Ami  du 
Pieuple ! — and  the  populac^  believe  them. 

It  is  univerfally  known,  that  the  Giron- 
difts  exculpate  the  citizens  of  Paris  from 
the  horrid  crimes  of  September ;  whereas 
Robefpierre)  St.  Andrei  Tallien,  Chabot, 
Bazire^  and  all  that  party,  afl*ert,  that  the 
maffgcres"  were  committed  by  the  people. 
But  as,  at  the  fame  time,  St.  Andre  air- 
ways calls  them  "  le  bon  peuple,*'  Marat 
fays  * '  he  carries  them  in  his  heart,** 
and  Robefpierre  declares  **  he  would  wiU 
lingly  facrifice  his  life  for  them,"  the  po* 
,pulace  confider  this  fadion  as  their  friends, 
and  look  on  Roland  and  the  Girondiils  as 
their  calumniators. 

It  is  alfo  notorious,  that  Roland,  Cla- 
viere,  Genfonnet,  Guadet,  and  the  other 
leaders  of  that  party  %vc  republicans;  that 

th€7 
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they  made  open  attempts  to  eftablUh  that 
form  of  government,  at  tlie  time  the  King 
was  brought  back  from  Varennes;  that 
Robefpierre,  Danton,  and  many  of  their 
friends  oppofed  it,  and  declsnmed  in  the 
Jacobin  Society  againfl  it,  and  in  favour  of 
monarchy.  Yet,  as  the  favouring  of  mo- 
narchy is  now  coniidered  as  the  great^ft  of 
all  crimes,  thofe  very  perfons  accule  tho 
Girondifts  of  that  crime^  and  of  being  de- 
termined enemies  to  the  Republic;  which' 
aflfertions,  by  dint  of  repetition,  begin  to  be 
beUeved ;  and  Roland,  BriiTot,  Guadet,  and 

the  whole  of  that  party,  are  of  courfe  be«^ 
comiilg  daily  lefs  popular. 

In  a  fmall  con^pany,  a  few  days  fmce,  a 
perfon  remarked,  **  That  the  great  fondnefa 
which  Robef[uerre,  Danton^  and  fome  others^ 
^ewed  for  a  republican  form  of  goverxH 
ment,  was  of  a  very  late  date  j  and  that  aU 
though  they  difplayed  fuch  deadly  ran«» 
cpur  againft  Lewis  XVI,  by  whom  they 

thought 
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thought  they  never  could  be  forgiven,  yee 
they  had  no  hatred  to  monarchy,  provided 
they  could  have  a  King  of  their  own  dhoof- 

nig. 

Another  of  the  company  obferved,  **  That 
he  could  not  believe  that  fo  fierce  and  in* 
folent  a  fpirit  as  Danton  would  bear  to  fee  « 
any  King  eftablifhed  in  France." 

"  lam  convinced,  however,"  faid  a  third,, 
^  that  he  would  like  well  enough  to  fee 
M.  Egalite  on  the  throne." 

•*  Remember,"  refumed  the  firft  fpeak-p 
er,  ^^  what  Benferade  faid,  when  he  wat 
told  that  a  certain  lady  was  fond  of  the 
Due  de  la  Vantadour,  who  was  the  uglieft 
.  man  in  France:  ^^  Parbleu,  ii  elle  aime  celui-* 
la,  elle  en  aimera  bien  un  autre^." 

November  at. 
It  is  not  furprifing,  that  a  people  of  great 

^  If  flic  cam  lore  him,  Ihe  will  foon  lore  another. 

fenfibility, 
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lenfibility^  wd  naturally  verfatile,  {hould  tfy 
from  one  extreme   to  another^;   yet  one* 
would  hardly  have'expeded  that  Republican 
marmers  would  have  been  much  to  the  tafte 
of  the  French  nationi 

The;re  is  however  in  Pjuis  at  prefent,  a 
great  aSeAation  of  that  plainnefs  in  drefs^ 
and  fimplicity  of  expreffion^  which  are  fup- 
pofed  to  belong  to  Republican^.  I  have 
fometimes  been  in  company,  fince  I  came 
kft  to  Paris,  with  a  young  man,  of  one  of 
the  firft  families  in  France,  who,  contrary 
to  the  wiflies  and  example  of  his  relations, 
b  a  violent  democrate.  He  came  into  the 
box  where  I  was  lafl:  night  at  the  play- 
houfe;  he  was  in  bootP,  his  hair  cropt,  and 
his  whole  drefs  flovenly :  On  this  being  taken 
notice  of,  he  faid,  "  That  he  was  accuftom- 
ing  himfelf  to  appear  like  a  Republican/*  It 
reminded  me  of  a  lady,  who  being  reproach- 
ed  with  having  a  very  ugly  man  for  }ier 

16ver, 
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lottTi  faid,  Ctji  pur   mMcoutumcr   i  U 
laiikur  de  mon  mari*. 

Tliey  begin  to  tutcyer  each  other,  that 
is,  to  ufe  in  converfation  the"  fingular  pro- 
noun tu^  inflead  of  the  plural  vous^  as  the 
Romans  did,  and  the  Quakers  do.  They^ 
have  fubftituted  the  name  Citoyen,  for 
Monfieur,  when  talking  to  or  of  any  pcrfon? 
but  more  frequently,  particularly  in  the 
National  Aflembly,  they  pronounce  the 
name  fimply,  as  Buzot,  Guadet,  Vergniaud. 
It  has  even  been  propofed  in  fome  of  the 
Journals,  that  the  cuftom  of  taking  off  the 
hat  and  bowing  the  head  fhould  be  abo« 
lifhed,  as  remains  of  the  ancient^  flavery, 
and  unbecoming  the  independent  fpirit  of 
freemen;  inflead  of  which  they  are  de(i« 
red,  on  meeting  their  acquaintance,  in  the 
ftreet,  to  place  their  right  hand  to  their 
heart  as  a  fign  of  cordiality. 

*  It  is  to  accuftom  myfetf  to  th<  uglinefs  of  my 
huiband. 

All 
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All  this  appears  a  little  premattiMi  tf  die 
Republic  is  permanent,  new  manners  wiB 
gndus^y  be  intPoduced|  and  a  new  national 
charader  will  of  courie  bp  formed  j  but  fo 
tcry  fadden  a  change  of  decoration  is  too 
much  in  the  ftyle  of  a  harlequin  entertaiti- 
ment  to  be  durable.  The  example  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  is,  in  my  opinion,  too 
often  held  out;  and  when  I  hear  the 
Barnes  of  Lycurgus  and  Brutus  and  Cata 
repeated  in  the  Convention,  it  faifes  recol* 
tedlions  which  are  not  favourable  to  thofe 
legiflators  and  patriots  to  whofe  debates  I 

_  « 

am  li(lenii}g.  One  of  the  beft  obfervations 
1  have  feen  in  any  of  Marat's  Journals,  is 
the  following:  After  fneering  at  fome  of  the 
Deputies,  on  account  of  their  high  preten- 
fitms  to  patriotifm,  he  adds,  *'  Thefe  are  the 
ireti,  who  arc  on  every  flight  occ^Hofi  tell- 
ing us,  *  Souvenez-vous  que  nous  fom- 
mc  s.  Republicains,  que  tout  ce  qui  neft  pas 
grand  etfublime  n'eft  pas  digne  de  nbus.' — 
5  Meflicurs, 
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MeffieuriB,  foyez  dabord  honnetes  gens: 
dpxes  cela,  vous  ferez  des  Camillet  des  Re* 
gulus,  des  Catons,  fi  vous  le  pouvez*/* 

David,  the  celebrated  painter^  who  h  a 
Member  of  the  Convention  and  a  zealous 
Republican^  has  fketched  fome  defigns  for 

a  republican  drefs^  which  he  feems  eagef  to 
have  introduced ;  it  refembles  the  old  Spa- 

nifh  drefs,  confiding  of  a  jacket  with  tight 
trowferSy  a  coat  without  fleeves  above  the 
jacket,  a  (hort  cloak,  which  may  either  hang 
loofe  from  the  left  fhoulder  or  be  drawn 
over  both :  a  belt  to  which  two  piftols  and  a 
fword  may  be  attached,  a  round  hat  and 
feather,  are  alfo  part  of  this  drefs,  according 
to  the  fketches  of  David  :  in  which  full  as 
much  attention  is  paid  to  pi£turefque  efieft 
as  to  conveniency*    This  artift  is  u(ing  all 

*  Remember  that  we  are  Republicans^  that  nothing 
but  what  is  great  and  fublime  is  worthy  of  us« — ^Pray, 
gentlemen,  try  in  the  firft  place  to  be  honeft  men :  after 
that,  each  of  you  may  become  a  Camillus,  a  Regulus^ 
os:a  Cato,  if  he  can. 

VOL.  II.  Ff  his 
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his  inflaence,  I  underftand,  to  eog^e  his 
friends  to  adopt  it,  and  is  in  hopes  that  the 
Municipality  of  Paris  will  appear  in  it  at  a 
public  feaft,  or  rejoicing,  which  is  expcfked 
foon.  I  faid  to  the  pcrfon  who  gave  me 
this  account,  **  that  I  was  furprifed  that 
.David,  who  was  fo  great  a  patriot,  fhould 
be  fo  -anxious  about  an  objeft  of  this  kind.** 

He  anfwered,  **  that  David  hadj  been  a 
painter  before  he  was  a  patriot." 

Part  of  this  drefs  is  already  adopted  by 
many;  but  Ihave  only  feen  one  perfon  in 
public  completely  equipped  with  the  whole ; 
and  as  He  had  managed  it,  his  appearance 
was  rather  fantaftical.  His  jacket  and  trow- 
fers  wer«  blue ;  his  coat,  through  which  the 
blue  ileeves  appeared,  was  white  with  a  fcair- 
let  cape ;  his  round  hat  was  amply  fapplied 
with  plumage;  he  had  two  piftols  lluck  in 
Ixis  belt,  and  a  very  formidable  fabre  at  hia 
fide :  he  is  a  tall  man^  and  of  a  very  warlike 
figure  ;  I  took  him  for  a  Major  of  Dragoona 
8  at 


(    435    ) 

at  leaft :  ^on  enquiry  I  find  he  is  a  miniature 
|Munter. 

November  29. 

General  Kellermann  is  reftored  to  his  com- 
nmnd,  and  is  to  fet  out  for  the  army  in  a  few 
days :  having  heard  that  he  was  to  be  at  the 
Jacobin  Society  laft  night,  I  went  there. 

The  General  made  a  fliort  fpeech,  im- 
porting that  he  had  come  to  take  his  leave 
of  the  friends  of  the  people  previous  to  his 
leaving  Paris.  The  General  is  no  orator^ 
nor  did  he  attempt  eloquence ;  what  he  faid ^ 
however,  was  applauded.  One  of  his  friends 
rofe,  and  demanded  that  he  might  be  re- 
ceived as  a  member  into  the  Society:  this 
propofal  occaHoned  a  murmur,  which  fur« 
prifed  me  after  the  applaufe  with  which  the 

General  himfelf  had  been  heard. 

I  foon  underftood  from  thofe  around  me, 

that  this  manner  of  propofmg  a  member 

was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Society ; 

JFf  2  that 
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that  if  he  wifhed  to  be  admitted^  lie  ought 
to  have  made  the  propofal  hirafelf^  fince  he 
was  prefent,  and  not  by  deputation.  One 
of  the  Members  whifpered  the  General^ 
who  immediately  rofe,  and  a^ed  the  favour 
of  being  received  as  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety. 

Still  there  was  a  demur  and  whifpering 
through  the  hall.  I  heard  fomc  who  were 
near  me  fay,  that  the  ufual  formalities  ought 
not  to  be  difpenfed  with,  it  was  a  bad  prece- 
dent; others  might  exped  to  be  admitted  in 
the  fame  maimer :  it  was  unworthy  of  Re- 
publicans to  pay  any  regard  to  his  rank  in 
the  army,  &c.  &c. 

The  General  rofe  again,  and  declared,  that 
he  had  not  been  acquainted  with  the  parti- 
cular forms  of  the  Jacobin  Society  of  Paris, 
otherwife  he  would  have  ftridly  obferved 
them  in  the  application  he  made ;  that  per- 
haps it  was  too  late,  as  he  (hould  be  obliged 
fo^foon  to  fet  out  for  the  army;  that  he 
2  had 
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bad  imagined  they  might  be  the  lefs  necef« 
fary  in  his  cafe,  as  he  was  already  a  member 
of  the  Jacobin  Society  of  Stralbourg,  and 

had  been  fometimes  honoured  with  the 
name  of  the  Jacobin  General.  Cicero  could 
have  iaid  nothing  more  perfuafive  than  this* 
Kellermann  was  declared  a  member  amidft 
the  applaufe  of  all  prefent. 

The  Prefident  gave  him  the  kifs  of  frater- 
nity, and  made  him  a  ihort  addrefs^  the  ten- 
deircy  of  which  was  to  wifli  him  vi£tory,  an4 

that  he  might  fpread  the  fentiments  of  liberty 
and  equality  among  the  fuperftitious  flaves  of 
Italy,  and  infpire  the  fubje£bs  of  the  Pope 
with  the  fentiments  of  the  Roman  Republic: 
he  finiihed  by  exhorting  the  General  not  to 
allow  his  mind  to  be  elated  by  the  vido- 
ries  which  he  had  already  obtained,  or  thofe 
which  the  army  of  the  Republic  might 
hereafter  obtain  under  his  command;  but 
remember^  that  after  them  all,  he  muft  return 
tp  the  condition  of  a  private  citizen,  and  be 

F  f  3  refpedledi 


(  ««  ) 

* 

refpedted,  not  according  to  the  rank  be  warf 
raifed  to  in  the  army,  but  according  to  his 
virtues,  and  the  fervice  he  had  rendered  to 
bis  country. 

Rellermann  beard  this  admonition  with 
the  grave  and  refpedful  air  of  a  timid  ftu« 
dent  reccivii^  inftrudions  from  a  Profeilbn 

After  this,  a  member  of  the  Society, 
whofe  face  I  had  never  feen^  and  whofe  name 
I  do  not  remember,  afcended  the  tribune, 
and  made  a  tedious  and  difgufting  ha- 
rangue, to  prove  the  right  the  Nation 
has  to  try  aad'frondpmn  the  King;  repre^ 
fenting  all  the  arguments  in  favour  of  his 
^violability  as  fophiflical,  and  hinting  that 
thofe  who  ufed  theqi  wert  traitors  to  their 
country:  the  orator  added  every  thing  that 
malice  could  fugged,  to- inflame  the  audience 
againft  the  unfortunate  Monarch.  Among 
other  aflertions,  unfiipportcd  by  probability 
or  proof,  he  faid,  ^^  that  the  King  had  gone 
from  the  Tuileries  to  the  Aflembly  HaD 

partly 
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partly  from  fear  of  being  wounded  or  killed 
^  during  the  attack  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
made  on  the  people,  and  partly  with  a  view  to 
point  out  the  members  he  wiihed  to  be  myr* 
dered  by  the  Swifs,  and  by  the  Chevaliers  du 
Poignard,  whom  he  expected  every  mo-« 
ment  to  fee  enter  the  halli  reeking  from  the 

daughter  of  the  citizens.  He  reprefeqted 
the  Queen  in  the  fame  light ;  and  concluded| 
that  both  merited  an  immediate  and  igno* 
minious  death  :*'  at  which  fome  woman  in 
the  galleries,  who  had  (hewn  much  fatis- 
£iAion    during    the    difcourfe,  exclaimedi 

Noyember  30. 

When  I  returned  from  the  Jacobins  laft 
night,  I  exprefled  to  the  perfon  who  had 
procured  me  admiffion,  my  furprife  at  the 
hefitation  in  receiving  Kellermann  as  a 
member.  **  I  fliould  have  thought,"  faid  I, 
"  that  they  would  have  been  eager  to  ad- 
mit a  vidorious  General/' 

Ff  4  **  In 
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•*  In  my  opinion  they  were  in  the  right  to 
hcfitate,'*  he  replied :  "  no  fet  of  men  are  fa 
apt  to  over^Value  themfolves  as  thoffe  who 
are  at  the  head  of  armies : — they  talk  of  their 
viftories  as  if  they  had  been  gained,  like  that 
of  Satpfon,  by  the  (Irength  of  one  arm  3 
whereas  nothing  is  more  certain^  than  that 
viiflories  are  often  obtained  by  the  valour  of 
the  troops,  in  fpite  of  the  bluriders  of  their 
Qenerals..  Kellernvann,'^  continued  he, 
<*  did  his  duty  at  Valmy ;  fo  did  every  foldier 
of  his  army,  in  which  it  cannot  be  doubted 
(here  are  at  lead  an  hundred  who  ate  as  fit 
to  command  as  he,  and  fome  of  them»  in 
all  probability,  more  fo: — and  are  chofe 
gentry  to  expedl  to  be  admitted  into  a  focie-; 
ty  like  that  of  the  Jacobins,  without  obfery- 
ing  the  fame  forms  with  others  ?  No,  no, 
fuch  diftindtions  arc  dangerous  to  liberty, 
particularly  when  beftowed  on  the  Qcneral 
of  an  army.  Who  was  it,"  continued  he, 
"  tJUfX  overturned  the  Roman   Republic? 

Juliu^ 
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Jttlius  Casfar^  t^c  General  of  an  army.  Wh«i 
difmiiTed  the  Parliament  of  England,  and 
i^ftablifhed  military  defpotifm  ?  Oliver  Crom- 
well, the  General  of  an  army.  Who  refto^ 
red  royalty  in  the  fame  country?  Monk, 
tjie  General  of  an  army/' 

**  Do  you  imagine,'*  faid  I,  "  that  little 
mortifications  of  this  kind  will  prevent  fiml- 

}ar  events  from  happening  in  France?  All 
thofe  who  are  at  the  head  of  your  armies 
may  not  have  the  moderation  of  Walhing* 


ton." 


c< 


We  do  not  rely  on  the  moderation  of 
our  Generals,'*  anfwered  he,  **  but  on  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  which  pervades  the  French 
^rmies,  and  will  prove  a  check  to  the  am* 
bitious  or  treacherous  views  of  their  lead- 
ers. This  fpirit  did  not  exift  in  any  of  the 
armies  above  mentioned.  The  army  of 
Caefar  looked  up  to  him,  and  to  him  only  ; 
^t  his  order  they  marched  with  as  little  te- 

lu&ance 
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ludance  againft  the  Senate^  as  againft  the 
Gauls  :  the  armies  of  Cromwell  and  Monk 
were  fo  deceived  aod  modelled^  as  to  be- 
come the  blind  inftrutnents  of  the  will  of 
their  Generals:  the  armies  of  France  arc 
more  enlightened,  and  are  orgahifed  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner ;  they  will  follow  their  leaders 
againft  the  foreign  enemy,  but  not  i^nft 
theircountry.  .  No  General  was  ever  more 
pc^ular  than  La  Fayette ;  yet  he  would 
have  been  arrefled  in  the  midfl  of  4us  own 
army,  if  he  had  not  fled  ;  and  if  the  Con- 
vention  thought  proper^  they  could  arreft 

Dumourier  to-morrow  in  the  middle  of  his, 

* 

notwithftanding  all  his  victories.  But  civil 
honours  and  diftinfbions  would  render  the 
Generals  of  armies  more  dangerous ;  and 
therefore,  in  civil  fociety,  they  (hould  be 
made  to  feel  themfelves  on  a  level  with 
their  fellow  citizens,  and  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  fame  regulations  in  public  focieties 
with  the  other  members.     Every  kind  of 

particular 
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particular  diitin&ion  fhewn  to  profeflional 
rank^  or  to  birth » is  unworthy  of  the  ipde* 
pendent  fpirit  of  Republicans;  '^  and  you 
might  obferve^*'  continued  he^  ^^  that  wiien 
citoyen  Egalfte  entered  and  feated  himfelf 
by  you,  his  appearance  produced  no  fenfin 
tion : — no  notice  was  taken  of  him.'* 

•*  Forgive  me,**  anfwered  I,  **hi8  en* 
trance  did  produce  a  fenlation ;  and  if  I  had 
not  before  been  acquainted  with  his  perfon, 
I  fliould  have  guefled  it  to  be  him,  by  an 
affedatien  which  I  remarked  in  thofe 
around,  not  to  take  notice  of  him/^ 

December  u  - 

Few  things  fhock  a  (Iranger  more  on  his 
firft  arrival  in  this  country,  than  the  unre- 
tenting  and  indelicate  ftyle  in  which  the 
Queen  is  fpoken  ofj  and  nothing  feems 
more  contrary  to  what  was  formerly  con- 
fidered  as  charaderiftic  of  the  French  na- 
tion.    They  have  been  c^ten  accufed  of 

paying 
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paying  lo  great  an  attention  to  politenefs, 
that  they  negle Aed  morality ;  they  are  now 
itt  danger  of  iKeglefting  the  fir  ft,  without  pay* 
ingjsore  attention  to  the  fecond,  and  of 
lofing  every  attribute  of  couniers,  except 
that  of  aixindonxng  the  unfortunate. 

'  The  report  in  the  name  of  the  Commit* 
teeof  Legifliition,  on  the  mode  of  condud- 
ilQg  the  King'9  trial,  was  read  lately  in  the 
Cpnventioa  by  Maiihe: — ^after  which,  lie 
iaid,  ^  We  have  faid  nothing  of  Marie  An- 
t0uette;:wbat  right  has  (he. to  have  her 
cafe  tonfoimded  with  that  pf«  Lewis  XVI? 
The  Kves  of  thofe  women  who  have  had 
the  titles  of  Queen  of  France  were  never 
coiifidered  as  more  inviolable  or  more  iacred 
than  thofe  of  other  rebels  or  oobfpirators; 
therefore,  in  cafe  you  think  proper  to  bring 
a  decree  of  accufatioq  againft  her,  fhe  will 
of  courfe  be.trie4  by  feme  of  the  ordinary 
criminal  courts/* 

As  the  mode  of  trying  the  King  was  th$ 

fok 


\ 
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fole  objed  fubmkted  to  the  confideradon  of 
the  Goinmittee»  I  was  refle&mg  what  could 
be  this  man's  motWe  for  departing  from  the 
fubjed  of  the  report,  on  purpdfe  to  make 
this  brutal  attack  on  the  Queen;  but  when 
he  had  finiflied,  and  I  heard  the  galleries  re« 
found  with  applaufe,  I  was  no  longer  at  a 
lois.  As  foon  as  the  noife  was  over,<  I  heard 
one  of  the  Deputies  fay  to  his  nei^bour, 
^^  I  ihould  not  be  furprifed,  that  (he  werC' 
condemned  to  occupy  Madame  de  la  Motte's 
vacant  place  at  the  Bicetre  *•'* 

But  what  furprifed  me  more  than  any 
thing  I  have  had  occafion  to  obferve  on 
this  fubjed,  was  a  converfaiion  I  had  at  a 
cofiee-*houfey  in  the  Palais  Royal,  with  a 
perfon  I  have  fometimes  accidentally  met 
there:  he  is  a  man  of  a  grave  and  refpedir 

^  The  peribn's  nam'e  who  made  this  harfh  aad  in* 
decent  fpeech^  is  in  my  original  Journal}  I  omit  it 
herej  becaufe  I  afterwards  knew  of  a  very  eflential  fer^ 
rice  which  he  reodered  to  an  unfortunate  Emigrant*. 

able 
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able  appeartinee,  of  about  forty-fWe  or  fifty 
years  of  age,  well  dreiled,  but  rather  in  the 
ilyle  that  was  faihionable  before,  than  fince 
the  Revolution*  He  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  but  I  had  feen  him  there 
often,  and  had  fometimes  converfed  with 
him :  I  took  him  for  a  man  of  moderation 
and  humanity,  he  now  convinced  me  how 
much  I  had  been  miflaken. — I  aiked  him  a 
queftion  concerning  the  intended  trial  of  the 
King — there  was  nothing  remarkable  in  his 
anfwer.  I  then  iaid  fomething  expreifive  of 
fympathy  for  the  deplorable  (ituation  of  the 
Queen :  his  eyes  kindled,  and  his  counte* 
nance  altered  at  the  name;  the  mention  of 
the  Queen  afieded  him  as  that  of  chivalry 
did  Don  Quixote ;  his  difcourfe,  from  that  of 
a  man  of  fenfe,«became  the  ravings  of  a  mad- 
man ;  he  poured  out  the  moft  illiberal  tor- 
rent of  rancorous  abufe  againft  her  that  I 
ever  heard;  and  concluded  the  whole  with 
this  horrid  ientiment,  which  I  tranflace  li- 
terally: 
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terally :  *'  I  bape  that  woman  will  be  ob» 
liged  to  drink  the  full  draught  of  mifery 
which  is  p^red  out  for  her,  to^  the  very 
dregs;** 

The  rancour  which  in  this  country  is 
xnanifefted  againft  the  Queen,  is  more  vio« 
lent  and  mwe  unaccountable  than  even  that 
which  appeared  in  Scotland  againft  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  though  many  circum* 
fiances  concurred  to  create  a  jealoufy  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  againft 
their  Sovereign,  which  do  not  exift  ia  the 
other  inflance*  Endowed  with  unrivalled 
beauty,  and  adorned  with  every  elegant  ac« 
compliihment,  Mary  had  been  accuftomed 
to  the  fplendor  of  a  licentiou&  Court,  over 
which  prefided  an  unprincipled  woman, 
of  whofe  politics,  gallantry  was  a  principal 
engine.  She  returned  to  her  native  country 
9»  at  a  time  when  it  was  fd  overfhadowed  with 
fanatical  gloem^  that  the  inhabitants  con- 

fidered 
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fidertd  gaiety  as  (ioful^  and  pleafiupe  ai  A 
profanation. 

Maiy  was  of  a  rdigion  which  the  Scot« 
tifh  nation  held  in  abhorrence :  how  could 
a  people  endure  the  varied  ornamented 
robes  of  Popery,  in  whofe  eyes  the  decent 
furplice  of  the  Church  of  England  was  de^ 
tefted^  as  a  rag  of  the  ftrumpet  of  Babylon^ 
whofe  worfhip  they  fufpeded.  their  young 
Queen  wifhed  to  introduce  into  her  native 
country? 

The  manners  of  the  Court  of  Vienna 
were  very  difl^rent  from  thofe  of  the  Louvre; 
and  the  chara£ter  of  Maria  Therefa  was 
the  reverie  of  that  of  Catherine  of  Medids. 
— ^That  their  Queen  was  beautiful,  and  ele- 
gant, and  gay;  that  fhe  loved  fplendor,  and 
was  a  Roman  Catholic*  were  circumftances 
of  a  nature  to  gain,  and  not  to  alienate  a 
people  like  the  French^  « 

Befides,  the  crimes  imputed  to  Mary^ whe- 
ther 
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m 

ttier  true  or  falfe,  were  of  a  much  deeper  dye 
•  • 

than  any  which  calumny  has  ever  laid  to  \he 

charge  of  the  Queen  of  France.  And  although 
the  fate  of  the  former  was  mod  afFedling  and 
deplorable,  yet  the  caufes  which  brought  it 
on  are  not  uncommon.  Mary  fell  the  vidtim 
of  hypocrifyi  female  jealoufy,  and  political 
fear  i  whereas  the  fufFerings  of  the  Queen! 
bf  France  are  as  contrary  to  policy  as  to 
humanity,  tind  proceed  from  a  people,  who^ 
before  they  could  behave  to  her  in  the 
barbarotis  inannet .  they  did,  mud  have 
renounced  every  aimiable  quality  imputed 
to  them  by  their  frieiids,  ana  adopted  the 
difpofition  of  which  they  are  accufed  by 
their  bittereft  enemies. 


•  •« 


» 

December  2; 

The  moft  deplorable  circumftance  which 
diftinguifhes  this  Revolution  from  others, 
is,  that  when  its  original  bh]c6t  was  in  a£ 
^reat  meafuirc  obtained,  order,  tranquillity, 

toL.  II.  Gg  and 
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and  fubnilfiiOQ  to  law  did  not  returner  One 
** revolution  has  been  grafted  on  another; 
new  alterations  have  been  imagined,  and 
executed  by  men  more  violent,  and  means 
more  bloody,  than  the  former ;  the  popu- 
lace, ftimulated  by  unprincipled  leaders,  have 
.committed  all  the  exceffes  of  revolted  nc-. 
groes,  orof  flaves  who  have  burft  from  the 
galleys.     At  this  moment,  four  years  after 

the  fijft  infurredion,  inftead  of  the  bleOings 
of  freedom,  the  unhappy  people  of  France 
are,  under  the  name  of  a  Republic,  fuffering 
more  intolerable  oppreffion  than  they  ever 
did  under  the  mpft  defpotic  of  their  mo- 
narchs ;  and  are  at  the  fame  time  expofed  to 
the  attacks  of  external  enemies,  whofe  num- 
ber  is  daily  increafing  by  the  imprudent 
condu^  of  their  new  governors. 

Of  all  the  evils  which  have  attended  this 
extraordinary  Revolution,  the  moft  import- 
ant to  mankind  in  general,  perhaps,  is,  that 
it  weakens  the  indignation  which  every 

liberal 
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liberal  mind  naturally  feels  for  defpotlfm,  ^nd 
inclines  them  to  fubmit  to  the'  awful  tran-^ 
quillity  of  methodifed  opprefEon,  rather 
than  rifk  fuch  fcenes  of  anarchy  and  car- 
nage as  have  been  of  late  exhibited  in  this 
country* 

Yet  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that,  de*. 
ipbtifm,  though  lefs  favage^  is  more  hopelefs 
than  anatchy^  which  contains  within  itfelf 
the  feeds  of  its  own  deftrudion;  whereas, 
the  pillars  of  defpotifm,  being  artfully  ar- 
ranged for  the  fupport  of  each  other,  as 
well  as  of  that  of  the  general  fabric,  may 
ftand  for  ages.  Were  it  not  for  this  circum- 
fiance,  and  if  there  were  no  choice  but  to 
live  under  arbitrary  government,  or  to  be 
expofed  to  the  unreft rained  ravages  and 
cruelties  of  a  frantic  populace,  perhaps  the 

.former  would  be  preferred  as  the  lefler  evil. 
-—For,  in  Ipite  of  the  vitiating  tendency  of 
unlimited  power  on  the  human  heart,  hif- 
tpry  affords  inflances  of  perhaps  one  in  a 

Gg  2  dozen 
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^02:en  of  Princes  whofe  povftr  waft  atf^ 
Bmited,  and  who  yet  preferved  the  virtuef 
of  humanity  ;.  whereas  a  mob  is  always  fu^ 
rlous,  brutal,  and  cruel. 

But  Heaven  has  not  confined  mankind 
to  this  miferable  alternative;  nor  is  every 
nation  poffeffed  of  the  impetuofity  of  Ac 
French,  which,  at  the  firft  fenfation  of  free- 
dom, has  hurried  them  headlong  into  tX-^ 
eefles  without  any  rational  objeft — like  the 
hinatic,  who  having  fpoken  the  language  of 
moderation,  and  announced  a  peaceable  di{^ 
pofition,  makes  ufe  of  his  liberty  in  attack- 
ing every  body  around,   and  fighting  furi- 

oufly,  till,  his  ftrength  being  exhauded,  he 
is  again  brought  back  to  his  fetters. 

The  emigration  of  the  Noblelfe  was  moff 
unfortunate;  I  fpeak  of  that  which  took 
place  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution, 
when  it  was  dill  fafe  for  them  to  remain  inr 
their  country;  and  not  of  thofc  which  have 
happened  fince,  and  were  abfolutely  nccef* 

iary 
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jfkry  for,  felf-prefervation :  but  it  is  more 
Chan  probable  that  the  neceility  for  thefe  laft 
emigrations  arofe  from  the  unneceflary  one 
which  took  place  at  firft.  Had  all  the  No« 
blefTe  remained,  it  cannot  be  imagined  but 
ihat  a  body  of  men  of  the  moft  extenfivc 
property  muft,  in  fpite  of  the  torrent  of  the 
times,  have  retained  great  influence,  and  pre- 
vented many  of  the  diforders  which  have 

diftraAed  this  unhappy  country.  Numbers 
Df  the  Noblefle  would  have  been  ele<9:ed  into 

.the  Aflemblies,  and  thus  have  precluded 
fome  Deputies  who  perhaps  have  been  the 
jcaufe  of  great  mifchief :  by  accoi^modating 
themfelves  in  fome  degree  to  the  prevailing 
opinions,  they  would  have  gradually  ren- 
dered them  more  mild  and  conciliatory, 
and  prevented  that  degree'  of  acrimoni- 
ous prejudice  which  at  prefcnt  prevails 
figainft  the  whole  body  of  Nobility,  The 
^arlieft  emigrants  being  confidered  as  the 
inftigator?    of   a  combination  of    foreiga 

G  g  3  poweri 
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powers  agaiafl:  France,  as  determiaed  to 
re*e(labli(h  the  ancient  government,  and  as 
jGUed  with  the  moft  implacable  defire  of 
vengeance ;  the  odium  againft  them  became 
ftronger  every  day,  and  was  by  the  popu-* 
lace,  ever  incapable  of  difcrlminatiqnt 
extended  to  the  whole  clafe.  The  No- 
blefle  who  remained  in  the  country  were 
daily  provoked  by  qew  injuries  from  their 
cofmtrymep  within,  and  piqued  by  letters 
from  thofe  vrithout,  accuftng  them  of  meanr 
nefs  in  fubmitting  tq  the  new  order  qf 
things,  and  of  cowardice  for  not  joining 
the  armies  of  the  Princes.  It  is  npt  to 
be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  many  of 
them  left  their  country.  After  the  tenth 
of  Auguft,    it  became  dangerous  for  any 

* 

of  them  who  had  fhewn  themfelves  t^e 
friends  of  limited  Monarchy,  and  eager  t9 
fupport  the    Cpnftitution,  to    remain    in 

France. 

«  •    • »  * 

As  for  that  party  which  is  kjionf^n  by  thf 

♦  « 

ziam^ 
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name  of  Girondifte,  and  to  which  Roland, 
Briflbt,  Buzot,  Condorcet,  and  many  other 
deputies  who  do  not  come  from  the  Gi- 
ronde,  belong,  they  are  certainly  free  from 
the  dreadful  guilt  of  the  maffacre  of  the 
prifoners;  I  am  perfuaded .  alfo,  that  they 
not   only  wiflied   to  fave  the  life  of  the' 

w 

King,  but  that  fome  of  them  have  rifked 
their  own  lives  in  the  various  meafures  they 
have  ufed  for  that  purpofe:  yet  being  ac- 
quitted of  thefe,  other  charges  of  a  highly 
criminal  nature  remain  againft  them. 

After  the  Conftitution  was  accepted  by 
the  King,  and  after  they  themfelves  had 
fworn  to  maintain  it,  they  continued  their 
efforts  to  overthrow  it. 

Judging  of  the  King  from  what  fhey 
thought  muft  be  his  fecret  wilh,  and 
what,  it  is  probable,  they  were  confcious 
would  have  been  their  own  conduct  in  his 
fituation,  they  could  never  believe  that 
be  would  remain  faithful  to  the  Conftitu- 

G  g  4  tion;^ 
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tion;  tHey  were  convinced  that  in  his  hevC 
he  abhorred  it^  and  would  feize  the  firft  op- 
portunity to  overturn  it,  to  punifh  all  who 
h^  any  hand  in  eftabliihing  it,  and  to  re^ 
ftore  the  ancient  fyftem  with  renewed  forcq 
and,  augmented  terror.  They  were  convin- 
ced that  the  freedom  of  France  could  havQ 
no  fure  foundation  but  in  a  Republic  ;  and 
on  this  conviaion,  they  fcrupled  not  to  uftf 
the  mod  perfidious  means  to  introduce  that 
form  of  government. 

They  endeavoured  to  vilify  the  charader 
of  the  King,  with  a  view  to  render  royalty 
odious  and  contemptible;  they  gave  circu* 
lation  to  innumerable  ftories,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  others  of  the  Royal  fapiily,  whici; 
they  either  knew  to  be  falfe,  or  had  nq 
proof  of  their  being  true. 

On  mere  conjecture,  they  accufed  the 
King  and  Queen  of  undermining  the  Confti-j 
tution  to  reftpre  defpotifm,  while  thfey  wer^ 
Confcious  of  undermining  it  themfelves,  oq 

purpofe 
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jMirpofe  to  rear  a  Republic.  They  Inyol^ 
yed  their  country  in  a  war  with  the  Enh^ 
peror,  on  pretexts  which  they  knew  to  be 
groundlefs,  and  folely  in  the  expei^atioi| 
that  it  would  increafe  that  jealoufy  of  the 
King  whkh  already  cxifted,  and   give  rile 

4 

to  incidents  and  circumftanceS  oa   which 

plaufible  accufations  againft  Jiim  and  |u9 
|VIiniflers  might  be  founded. 

By  thpfe  means,  they  rendered  a  bene-- 
yolent  Prince,  who  was  anxious  for  the 
welfare  of  his  fubjcdts,  unpopular;  by  thofe 
iBeans  they  produced  the  infurreftion  of 
the  2oth  of  June,  and  prepared  the  mind^ 
of  the  populace  for  that  of  the  i  otTi  of  Au^ 
guft;  and  by  making  it  be  believed,  that  a 
Prince  of  fuch  a  quiet,  unambitious  characr 
ter  as  Lewis  XVL  could  not  remain  fatis- 

•  •  .  4 

fjcd  with  the  power  granted  by  the  Con{ti7 
tution,  but  was  fecretly  confpiring  to  rcftorc 
defpotifm,  conveying  the  idea,  that  cverjr 
one  who  could  be  placed  on  the  throne 

'Wpul4 
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wovM  do  the  fame,  the  French  nation 
were  tricked  into  a  republican  form  of 
government,  when  there  is  great  reafon 
to  believe  that  a  vaft  majority  would  have 
preferred  a  limited  monarchy, 

December  3, 

That  (icklenefs  of  difpoHtion  which  has 
been  confidered  as  the  general  charafleriftic 
of  the  populace  of  every  nation,  certainly 
belongs  in  a  ilronger  degree,  and  more  pe» 
culiarly  to  the  French  than  to  any  other, 
and  has  appeared  more  perfpicuoufly  fmce 
the  prefent  Revolution  than  it  perh^p?  ever 
did  beforCf 

Nothing  could  furpafs  the  popularity  of 
Necker  at  one  period.  Although  a  ftranger 
and  a  proteftant,  the  whole  nation,  fixing 
their  eyes  on  him,  Teemed  to  exclaim,  7a 
ntaximus  ille  ^x— >and  to  conHder  him  as  the 
only  perfon  who  could  fave  the  country  fron) 
ruin,  and  reftore  their  affairs,     A  ihott 

tiiPQ 
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time  dfter  he  had  been  recalled  by  the  unU 
ted  voice  of  the  people,  he  began  to  be  n^ 
glefted,  and  is  now  almoft  forgotten. 

La  Fayette,  who  was  adored,  is  npw  de« 
tefted. 

The  popularity  of  Petion,  which  was  In 
its  meridian  when  we  arrived  in  France,  bet- 
gins  already  to  decline* 

Orleans  and  others  have  had  their  mot- 
.ments  of  popularity,  which,  as  a  genuine 
poet  beautifully  obferves  of  pleafures,  has 
had  -the  fate 

Of  fnow  that  falls  upon  the  river, 
A  moment  white— then  melts  for  ever  9 
Or  like  the  borealis  race. 
That  flit  ere  you  can  point  their  place  5 
Or  like  the  rainbow's  lovely  form 
£vani{hing  amid  the  ftorm*. 

The  fame  ficklenefs  which  the  French 
have  difplayed  in  a  manner  fo  ftriking,  with 
fefpe^  to  their  favourites,  at  various  pe* 

J  Burns's  Ppems, 

riods 
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ilods  of  tlie  Revolution^  is  alfo  confpictioiii 
wfiih  regard  to  their  tafte  in  government^ 
When  the  attempt  was  made  to  introduce 
^  republican  form,  after  the  King's  r^rn 
from  Varenijes,  it  was  rejeded. 

In  the  month  of  July  laft^  a  member  of 
the  National  Aflfembly  declared,  that  he  was 
as  much  againft  a  Republic  being  eftabliflied 
in  France,  as  a  defpocic  Monaurchy;  and  he 
invited  all  who  were  of  the  iame  opinion^ 

to  avow  it  by  ftanding  up. 
* '"  <        . 

All  the  members  inftantly  flood  upw 

Tliis  happened  in  the  month  of  July,  ^nd 

the  National  Convention  decreed  the  abo* 

lition  pf  monarchy  pn  th{;  2iil  pf  Sep* 
tember. 

I  ftated  this  to  a  Member  of  the  Conven* 
|ion  yefterday,  as  a  proof  that  his  country- 
pien  were  free  from  that  ftubbornnefs  of 
which  fome  people  are  accused. 

He  anfwered,  **  that  although  he  did  not 
believe  the  change  of  opinion  to  be  fo  uni- 

4  verfal 
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Irerfal  as  feme  widied  to  have  it  tKongfxt, 
yet  he  did  believe,  that  there  was  a  conlx- 
derable  change  finte  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
i^hich  he  imagined  vtza  in  a  great  mea-^ 
fure  owing  to  two  caufes:  Firft,  the  idest 
that  prevailed,  that  the  papers  found  ia 
the  King^s  cabinet  on  that  day,  and  tbofe 
lately  difcoyered  in  the  iron  chell,  in  the 
wall  of  the  palace,  formed  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  King's  having  confpired  with 
the  foreign  enemy  to  betray  the  country^ 
*^  This,**  he  faid,  **  had  raifed  a  general  in- 
dignation, and  had  reconciled  many  mind$ 
to  the  idea  of  a  Republic,  who  formerly 
thought  that  form  of  government  very  un- 
faitable  to  France. 

**  A  fecond  canfe  which  contributed  to 
the  fame  efFe£t,**  he  faid,  ^*  was  the  prodi- 
gious fiiccefs  of  their  arms ;  which  was  in  ai 
great  meafure  imputed  to  the  energy  which 
the  idea  of  being  republicans  and  freemeft 
impreffed  on  the  minds  of  the  French.*' 

I  ob- 
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t  obferved,  *^  that  if  thlslaftconfideratiotl 
had  any  weighty  it  muft  entirely  proceed 
from  the  infpiriting  fentiment  of  freedom, 

and  the  French  might  have  been  free  with* 
out  being  Republicans." 

The  perfon  with  whom  I  was  converfing, 
being  himfelf  a  Republican,  (hook  his  head 
at  this  obfervation  j — on  which  I  added,  "  It 
U  equally  certain,  that  they  may  be  Repub- 
licans without  being  free  ••'* 

Accounts  of  towns  taken,  battles  gained, 
and  fucc^fs  of  every  kind,  are  announced  in 
the  Convention  almoft  daily.  Four  ftand- 
ards  taken  from  the  Piedmontefe  were  pre* 
fented  to  them  yefterday,  by  an  aid-de* 
camp  of  General  Anfelme,  fent  from  his 
army  for  that  purpofe;  tlie  colours  were 
unrolled  and  difplayed  in  the  middle  of  the 
hall;   the  applaufe  and  Ihouting  were  of 

*  This  perfon,  who  was  attached  to  the  party  of  Ro- 
land and  BriiTot,  has  bad  fevere  experience  of  the  tnitfa 
of  this  remark. 

X  courfe 
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courfe  loud  and  perfcvering.— •In  his  iiddreia 
to  the  Aflembly,  die  officer  made  ufe  of 
fome  expreffions  which  indicate  pretty  juftly 
to  what  a  height  national  vanity  is  mounted 
in  this  country :  I  tranflate  ihem  literally* 

**  Legiflators,  oiu:  enemies  had  the  auda- 
city to  appear :  Anfelme  (hewed  himfelf,  and 
they  fled  as  ufual.  Our  army  ardently  de- 
fires  to  enter  into  the  heart  of  Italy.  Na- 
ples infults  you,  Rome  excommunicates 
you,  the  King  of  Sardinia  does  not  ac- 
knowledge you  his  conquerors:  only  give 
us  the  order,  and  all  the  crowns  of  the  South 
ihall  be  brought  to  your  bar.  Our  foldiers 
declare,  that  each  of  them  has  a  heart  to 
blefs  your  decrees,  and  two  hands  to'  exe- 
cute them.  The  Romans  in  their  degeneracy 
called  out  for  bread,  and  public  fpe^lacles ; 
the  French^  being  regeneratedi  demand  bread 
and  the  profperity  of  the  Republic." 

The  Imperial  Eagle,  which  formerly  flood 
on  the  top  of  the  fteeple  of  Namur,  has  beea 

removed 
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ttmovtd  to  raris  i,  it  was  placed  oh  an  6p6fi 
carriage,  and  drawn  iii  the  mod  oftenta* 
tious  manner  fifom  thp  gate  of  the  city  td 
the  door  of  the  Aflembly  hall,  efcotted  b^ 
a  party  of  dragoons,  pne  of  whom  rode  im- 
mediately before  the  carrriage,  holding  a 
chain,  the  other  end  of  which  was  around 
the  Eagle'9  neck. 

I  was  at  the  Convention  wtien  the  com-* 
mander  of  the  party  came  to  the  bar,  and 
addre£^ng  the  Aflembly  faid :  ^^  Legiila<^ 
teurs^  Monfeignieur  TAigle  Imperiale  at« 
tend  vos  ordres*'* 

One  Deputy  moved,  that  it  fhould  be 
placed,  with  the  claws  and  beak  cut  off,  on 
the  top  of  the  obelifk  now  crediting  in 
the  Place  de  Vi£toire.  Merlin  of  Thion*- 
viUe  propofed  that  it  fhould  rather  be  hung 
by  the  legs  from  the  fame  monument.  An- 
other defired  that  the  Eagle  fhould  Sfe  per- 
mitted to  dand  in  his  ufual  pofture,  but 
with,  the  cap  of  Liberty  on  his  head. 

Thef^ 
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Thefe  witticifms,  fuch  as  they  arc,  afford- 
ed great  entertainment. 

The  prodigious  torrent  of  fuccefs  which 
has  flowed  on  the  Republic  of  late^  might 
have  intoxicated  a  nation  of  foberer  brains 
than  the  French.     Had  this  produced  no 

« 

other  effeds  than  huzzas,  and  proceilions  in 
the  ftreets,  allufions  to  their  vidtories^  and 
felf-praife  in  fongs  and  Reclamations  at  the 
theatres,  or  the  rhodomontades  of  a  few 
orators  in  the  Conventipn,  there  would  have 
been  no  great  harm ;  but  moft  unfortunate- 
ly  the  intoxication  has  afFe£ted  the  judg* 
meat  of  a  majority  of  the  deputies,  as  evi*- 
dently  appears  by  the  decifion  of  the  Exe-* 
cutive  Council  of  the  i6th  of  November, 
fent  to  the  French  Generals  commanding 
the  expedition  to  Brabant,  to  ufe  every  mea- 
fure  in  their  power  to  open  the  navigation 
of  the  Scheldt ;  and  by  the  inconfiderate  and 
rafli  decree  of  the  19th  of  November,  by 
which  the  Convention  declares,  ^^  au  nom 
VOL.  ii«  H  h  de 
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de  la  Nation  Inn^oifcj  quMle  accordera 
fraternite  et  fecours  a  tous  les  peuples  qm 
voudront  recouvrlr    leur  liberty  ^  {^    and 

likcwife  by  charging  the  Executive  Power  to 
give  the  commanders  of  the  French  armies 
ordtai.  to  proteA  the  citizens  of  every  coun- 
try  who  may  be  difturbed  or  vexed  for  the 
cattfe  of  liberty. 

Which  is  in  eSkSt  telling  the  inhabitant 

» 

of -every  country,  that  whenever  they  choofe 
to  life  in  infurredion  againft  their  govem* 
ment,  they  will  be  aflifted  by  the  Flrcnch, 

So  fax  from  adhering  to  their  former  pro- 
feflions  of  a  love  of  peace  with  all  their 
neighbours,  it  is  proclaiming  a  challenge  to 
all  Europe,  and  laying  the  foundation  of 
everlafting  war;  for  what  country  exifts, 
or  ever  did  exift,  in  which  part  of  the  inha- 
bitants did  not  thick  that  they  laboured  un« 

*  In  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  that  they  will 
affiftthe  people  of  every  country  who  wUh  to  reeorer 
their  liberty* 

der 
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der  mconveniencec,  which  they'  might  cill 
vexations  or  infringements  of  their  liberty  ? 
Thia  decree  therefore  announces  to  all  the 
people  of  Europe,  that  as  often  as  any  part  of 
.them  choofes  to  rebel  againft  their  govern- 
ment, it  will  be  fupported  by  France.  By  a 
decree  of  the  27th  of  November,  Savoy  is 
decbred  an  eighty<>fourth  department,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  department  of  Mont 
Blanc;  which,  contrary  to  (heir  former 
declarations,  renouncing  every  idea  of 
tonquefl:,  is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
making  a  conqueft,  and  evincing  as  great  an 
tmbiticm  for  extent  of  dominion  as  Lewis 
XIV,  or  any  French  monarch  ever  difplay- 
ed  ;  and  of  courfe  the  Republic  will  roufe  the 
'  jealoufy  of  Europe  as  much  as  he  did. 

De  cembcr  4. 

A  Committee  had  been  appointed  to  e;c- 

amine  certain  papers,  lately  difcovered  in 

an  iron  cheil^  concealed  in  a  cavity  of  the 

wall  of  the  palace. 

Hh  2  As 
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As  a  report  was  this  day  to  be  made  to 
the  Convention  concerning  thofe  paperti 
we  went  to  the  AfTcmbly  to  hear  it,  al- 
though we  had  previoufly  determined  to 
leave  Paris  early  in  the  morning. 

Some  very  important   difcoveries  were 
expeded  from  thofe  papers.    When  Rhul, 
of  Strafburgh,  who  was  Prefident   of  the 
Committee,  afcended  the  tribune  to  make  the 
report,  a  moft  profound  and  awful  filence 
took  place ;  it  was  underftood,  that  there 
were  a  number  of  letters  to  the  King,  and 
his  Minifters,  among  thofe  papers.     Every 
Member  of  the.  Convention  muft  therefore 
have  been  in  a  fiate  of  anxiety,  either  oa 
his  own  account  or  on  account  of  fome  of 
his  friends :  an  imprudent  exprei&on  in  a 
letter  to  a  Minifler  might,  in  the  prefeat 
ftate  of  men's  minds,  expofe  the  writer  to 
great  danger.     The  papers  however  proved 
to  be   of  very  little  importance.    Barrcrc, 
who  at  prefent  is  Prefident  of  the  Conven- 
tion, 
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don,  is  mentioned  in  fome  of  thefe  papers ; 
fo  are  Dumourier,  Claviere,  Kerfaint,  all  as 
having  had  fome  connection  or  intercourfe 
with  the  Court,  but  not  in  a  way  that  can 
be  confidered  as  criminal. — But,  although 
no  fufpicion  of  treafon  could  be  inferred 
from  them,  one  particular  letter  does  afford 
one  of    the  ftrbngeft  proofs  of  felf-fuffi- 
ciency  and   prefumption  that  has  been  re- 
corded in  hiftory  or  fable  fince  the  days  of 
Phaeton*     It  is  from  Rouyer,  a  member  of 
the  Convention,  who  had  alfo  been  of  the 
former  Affembly, 

The  man  had  frequently  drawn  my  at- 
tention  before :  he  is  remarkably  noify  and 
buftling;  but  as  his  importance  feemed  to  be 
founded  on  his  own  fingle  opinion,  and  what 
he  faid,  although  pronounced  with  great 
force,  had  little  weight,  I  had  never  in- 
quired his  name* 

The  letter  is  dated  in  March,  and  is  ad* 
drefled  to  the  King  himfelf. 

The  following  are  extrads  from  it : 

H  h  3  «  Pro- 
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I 

^^  Profondement  occupe  des  mauz  qui 
dechirent  ma  patrie,  j*ai  du  compter  auffi 
fes  innombrables  reflburces  s  j'ax  fonde  fca 
bleiTures  et  calcule  fes  forces ;  j'ai  tout  com*- 
pare,  tout  aprofondi,  tout  prevu*."  He 
then  declares,  that  he  has  a  fecret  which 
will  within  (WO  months  reilore  the  health  of 
the  empire,  ^^cicatrifer  fes  plaiei,  difiiper 
fesalarmesi  annihiler  fes  perils,  rendjne  a  la 
France  le  repos  qui  la  fuit,  la  dignite  qiu  lui 
convient,  et  au  tr6ne  Tamour  qui  rafibr* 
mit  avec  I'cclat  qui  le  decore  f,"  He  at  lafl; 
reveals  his  fecret,  which  is,  only  that  the 
King  would  place  the  whole  power  of  the 
State  in  his  hands;  and  he  continues^  ^'  Sire^ 

*  — 'Deeply  concerned  for  the  misfortunes  of  my 
country,  I  have  alfo  refle£led  on  her  innumerable  re* 
fources ;  I  have  founded  her  wounds  and  calculated  her 
force ;  I  have  compared  them,  I  have  fathomed  them,  I 
have  forefeen  every  thing 

f  That  will  heal  her  wounds,  diflipate  her  alarms, 
annihilate  her  dangers,  and  reftore  to  France  the  cran«> 
quUlity  which  has  fled  from  her,  and  the  dignity  which 
becomes  her;  ^nd  to  th^  Crown  the  public  love  which 
renders  it  fecure,  and  the  fplendQr  which  adorns  U-»— 
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je  le  f-epite  encore  a  votre  Majeft^  j6  tt'en- 
gage  a  retablir  dans  deux  mois  la  pai^'  ati 
dedanS)  la  coniideration  au  dehors,  la  fell- 

cit^  publique    et  Tautorite    royale  — *• 

J'irai  vous  reveler  ce  que  vos  MinUlres  vous 
cachent,  ou  vous  apprendre  ce  qu'ils  ignc« 
rent  ■  ■  ■ — Pour  moii  Sire,  je  connois  fi 
bien  nos  forces  et  nos  moyens,  qu'en  jeta^nt 
les  yeux  fur  les  enaemis  qui  nous  menacent, 
j  ai  peine  a  me  defendre  d'un  fentiment  de 
pitie. — J'ai  porte  mes  regards  fur  toutes  les 
Cours  de  rEurope^  et  je  fuis  bien  fur  de  les 

forcer  a  la  paix. Je  jouirai,  dans  le  fi- 

lence,  du  fruit  de  mes  confeils — Heureux 
du  bonheur  de  tons,  je  dirigerai  vers  vous 
ieul  la  reconnoiflance  publique  */* 

ThU 

*  Sire,  I  again  repeat  to  your  Majefty,  that  I  en- 
gage to  re-eftablifb,  within  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
peace  within,  importance  from  without,  general  feli- 
city, and  the  royal  authority  — — 

I  will  reveal  to  you  what  your  Minifters  conceal,  and 
I  will  inftruf):  you  in  what  they  arc  ignorant.  ——As 
for  my  own  part,  Sire,  I  am  fo  intimately  acquainted 

H  h  4  with 
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This  letter  had,  it  is  probable,  been  kept 
as  a  curiofity  of  its  kind,  and  thrown  into 
the  cheft  with  the  other  papers  found  there, 

Barrere's  name  having  been  mentioned 
in  one  of  them,  namely,  in  a  letter  from 
M.  de  la  Porte  to  the  King,  he  thought  pro- 
per to  demand  leave  to  be  heard  before 
any  other  perfon ;  as  the*  Prefident  of  the 
National  Convention  ought  not  to  remain  a 
'  moment  under  fufpicion. — He  defired  Gua- 
det  to  occupy  his  place  as  Prefident,  while 
he  himfelf  went  to  the  tribune,  to  explain 
how  he  came  to  be  mentioned  in  De  la 
Porte's  letter. 

Before  he  began,  Charlier  fuddenly  flood 
up,  and  faid,  that  the  fame  delicacy  which 
had  prompted  Barrere  to  quit  his  place  as 

with  our  force,  that  on  contemplating  the  cncmici 
who  threaten  us,  I  can  fcarccly  fupprefs  a  fenti. 
mentof  pity.  I  have  thrown  my  eyes  on  all  the  Courts 
of  Europe,  and  I  am  certain  of  being  able  to  force  them 
into  peace. — —I  fhall  enjoy  in  filence  the  fruit  of 
my  counfeL— Satisfied  with  the  general  profpcrity,  I 
fliall  dirca  the  public  gratitude  to  your  Majefty. 

Prefident, 
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Prefident,  ought  to  have  prevented  Guadet 
from  taking  it. 

Many  voices  exclaimed,  that  Guadet  was 
not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  papers. 

Charlier  infifted,  that  although  his  name 

had  not  been  read  to  the  Convention,  yqt 

he  was  pofitively  included  in  the  defcription 

given  by  the  Member  who  had  made  the 

report. 

The  way  in  which  he  attempted  to  make 

out  this,  is  Angular  enough :  **  For,'*  con- 
tinued Charlier,  '*  in  one  of  the  papers  ad- 
drefied  to  the  King,  it  is  faid,  that  thirteen 
or  fourteen  of  the  moft  eloquent  Members 
of  the  Convefntion  were  dans  Us  bonnes  dijpo^ 
Jitions ;  and  although  none  of  them  are 
named,  yet  it  is  evident  that  Guadet  muft  be 
one  of  them  ;  for  every  body  knows,  that 
there  are  not  thirteen  members  of  the  Con- 
vention more  eloquent  than  he." 

Rhul,  who  was  the  organ  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  making  the  report,  was  fo  much 
ofFended  at  hearing  this,  that  he  declared 
8  with 
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With  great  heat,  that  if  his  expreflions  Were 
to  be  twiiled  into  accufatioDS,  be  would  re- 
Cgn  his  place  as  a  Member  of  the  Committee. 

Charlier*8  conftniftion  was  condemned; 
Rhul  was  appeafed ;  tjruadet  was  allowed 
to  perform  the  fundion  of  Prefident,  until 
Barrere  made  his  defence,  which  was  eafily 
done ;  after  which  he  refunjed  hh  ofHcc, 

Guadet  then  quitting  the  Prefident^s  chw^, 
afcended  the  tribune,  and,  in  reply  to  Char^ 
lier^s  in(inuation,  declared,  that  ht  had 
never  been  conneded  with  the  Court — ^  But 
if  I  had,  and  if  I  were  confcious  of  guilt,  I 
know  how  I  could  obtain  my  pardon :  I 
know»**  continued  he  with  animation,  and 
looking  to  that  part  of  the  hall  which  theparty 
of  the  Mountain  occupied,  "  I  know  under 
whofe  ftandard  tho/e  place  themJelveSy  who 
have  nted  of  forgivenejs  for  the  mof  horrid 
crimes?'^  This  apoftrophe  threw  the  Moun* 
tain  into  convulfions,  in  the  midil  of  which 
I  left  the  Convention,  ^nd  foon  after  we 
fet  out  from  Paris, 

7  Lille, 
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As  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  we 
left  Paris,  we  got  no  farther  than  the  fmall 
town  of  Louvre  that  night,  to  which,  a  little 
after  our  arrival,  a  party  of  National  Guards 
brought  about  fixty  prifoners.  The  guards 
fung  the  hymn  of  the  Marfeillois  as  they 
marched  through  the  town;  the  prifonershad 
their  hair  entirely  cut  from  their  head;  they 
were  tied  two  and  two  together,  the  right 
arm  of  one  being  bound  to  the  left  of  an« 
othen  Thofe  men  had  behaved  ill  at  Je- 
mappe,  and  Dumourier  had  ordered  them 
to  be  carried  in  this  difgraceful  manner  to 
Paps,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  the  Convention 
ihould  ordain.  The  Natioilal  Guards  of 
each  town  through  which  they  paflTed, 
guarded  them  to  the  next.  They  were  to 
be  marched  to  St.  Denis  the  following  morn- 
ing  by  a  party  from  Louvre,  and  the. Na- 
tional Guards  of  St.  Denis  would  the  day 
after  co&duA  them  to  ParU« 

The 
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Tlie  puaiihment  feems  well  imagined^ 

« 

and  mud  make  a  ftrong  impreilion  on  the 
troops  on  the  whole  route  from  Mons  to 
Paris. 

At  Pont  St.  Maxence,  a  Courier  from  the 
Cabinet^  with  difpatches  for  Dumourier, 
overtook  us ;  he  travelled  in  a  cabriolet  a- 
dorned  with  the  Cap  of  Liberty  and  other 
infignia  of  the  Republic.  This  man,  un* 
derftanding  that  our  road  and  his  was  the 
fame  as  far  as  Cambray,  made  a  propofal  to 
take  one  of  the  fervants  into  his  carriage  on 
certain  conditions,  informing  us  at  the. fame 
time,  that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  have 
him  with  us,  becaufe  he  being  a  meflenger 
from  the  Cabinet,  the  gates  of  all  the  towns 
through  which  we  .were  to  pafs,  would  be 
opened  to  us  at  whatever  hour  of  the  night 
we  might  arrive. 

We  agreed  to  his  propofal,  and  proceeded 
to  Peronne,  where  we  arrived  an  hour  after 
it  was  dark :  there  we  ihould  have  remained 

'  that 
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that  night;  but  as  the  gates  were  to  be  opened 
at  any  hour  for  the  Courier,  we  were  per- 
fuaded  by  him  to  go  on,  for  he  aflured 
us,  "  that  we  were  within  three  pofts  of 
one  of  the  beft  inns  in  France,  which  was 
protected  by  General  Dumourier,  and  where 
he  always  lodged  when  he  travelled  on  that 
read,  for  the  landlord  and  landlady  were  the 
moft  hofpitable  and  obliging  people  in  the 

world."  The  Courier  gave  fuch  an  inviting 
defcription  of  this  inn,  that  in  fpite  of  the 

exceilive  rain  and  darknefs  of  the  night  we 
left  Peronne,  travelled  three  pofts  farther, 
and  arrived  at  the  gate  of  this  famous 
inn  about  midnight.  After  a  great  deal  of 
knocking,  a  fervant  looked  out  of  a  win- 
dow, and  having  in  a  very  angry  tone  faid, 
^^  On  ne  loge  pas  ici^'*  fhut  the  window 
with  a  great  deal  more  force  than  was  re- 
quifite:  this  was  rather  difagreeable  news 
to  people  who  had  been  travelling  fince  five 
in  the  morning,  and  flattering  their  imagi- 
nation 
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nation  during  the  laft  four  hourt,  with  the 
hopes  of  refrelhment  and  reft* 

Our  Courier  was  a  good  deal  confufed  at 
this ;  but  on  farther  inquiry,  he  was  inform-^ 
ed  that  the  landlord  acd  landlady  were  both 
ill  of  a  malignant  fever,  which  had  proved 
fatal  to  one  of  the  principal  fervants,  and 
many  other  perfons  in  the  neighbourhood. 

It  is  fortunate  for  men,  when  the  beft 
meafuire  they  could  adopt  is  the  only  one 
which  is  left  in  their  power.  Our  not  paf* 
fing  the  night  at  this  inn,  in  fpite  of  the 
malignant  fever,  did  not  depend  entirely  on 
our  prudence.  We  were  under  the  necef* 
fity  of  proceeding  in  the  midft  of  the  rain 
to  Cambray;  the  Courier  renewing,  his 
affurances,  that  as  he  was  un  Courrier  du 
Cabinet^  the  gates  would  be  opened  as  foon 
as  he  fliould  be  announced. 

At  about  two  or  three  in  the  morning, 
we  flopped  at  a  moft  miferable  hovel, 
immediately  without  the  g^tes  of  Cambmy. 

Had 
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fl^d  w^  been  ever  fo  tnuch  dlfpbfed  ttf  ebtal- 

plain  of  liard(hip  or  fatigiie^  every  ^xprcP- 

fion  <^  that  kind  woiild  have  been  fupprcflP- 

ed  by  the  behaviour  of  a  young  dragoon, 

who  juihped  from  behind  our  fcarriagc   as 

foon  as  it  flopped.     His  arm  veas  in  a  fcarf : 

'  •       ..  '  ^  ' 

iie  Informed  us,  **  that  his  thumb  dnd  two 

of  his  fingers  had  been  (hot  off  at  the  ac- 
tion near  Menchpuld;  that  he  had  becnaC 
Paris  to  folicit  a  fmall  peniion,.to  prevent 
him  from  ftarving,  bccaufe,"  added  he, 
holding  up  his  wounded  hand,  "  .avec  cette 
b~  de  main,  I  can  neither  fire  a  mulket, 
nor  work: — the  Secretary  of  the  Minifter 
told  me,  that  I  could  not  obtain  a  penfion 
without  a  recommendation  from  my  Colo- 
nel; I  faw  very  well,  qu*il  fe •  dc  ihoi  *> 

for  he  knew  that  my  Colonel  was  with  the 
army.  I  immediat!ly  determined  to  fet 
out  for  it   myfelf,  being   furc  of  getting 

*  That  ha  made  ajeftof  mr . 

a  re- 
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children :  flie  is  a  very  induftrious  woman^ 
and  ufed  to  get  three  livre8  ten  foh  for 
making  a  fhirt,  when  ihe  made  for  people 
of  quality ;  but  at  prefent,  when  there  are 
no  people  of  quality,  (he  receives  only  forty 
fols  for  each  ihirt.  Je  ne  me  plains  pas,  parce 
que  je  fuis;  bon  Patriote  moi — mais  ii  y  a 
une  grande  difference  entre  40  f.  et  trolls 
livres  dix,  Malgre  cela  j'ai  toujours  eu  du 
bonheur.*' 

"  Eh  votre  main,'*  laid  the  Courier. 

*^  Ma  main^ — ma  main,"  anfwered  the 
dragoon ; — "  9a  pouvoit  etre  men  bras :  un 
de  mes  camarades  a  deux  pas  de  moi  a  eu  la 
cuUTe  emportee — t^^ce  que  le  General  Kd- 
lermaan  n'a  pas  eu  auffi  uji  cheval  tue  foua 
lui? — c*eft  une  plus  grande  perte  que  mes  f— 
doigts  pour  le  General.  Ainfi  yous  voyez, 
Citoyen,  combienj'ai   toujours    ^te  heu^- 


reux  *•'* 


We 


*  I  do  not  complain— becaufe  I  am  a  good  Patriot 

«»bat 
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Wc  were  (ndebted  to  th6  high  fpirits  and 
gaiety  of  this  young  fellow,  fot  keeping  us 
in  tolerable  good  humour  during  two  hours 
that^we  remained  in  this  wretched  place; 
the  horfes  being  all  the  time  expofed  to  the 
rain,  for  there  v^as  no  flable. 

Our  Courier  of  the  Cabinet  mean  while 
was  bluftering  and  fwearing  at  the  fentinel 
on  the  rampart,  who  could  not  immediately 
find  any  body  to  fend  to  the  Mag^ftrates  for 
an  order  to  open  the  gates— for  there  was 
no  regular  garrifon  at  this  time  in  Cambray; 
and  when  the  order  was  obtained,  a  good 
deal  %  of  time  was  loft;  before  the  man  who 
kept  the  keys  could  be  roufed, 

•— 4)ttt  there  is  a  great  difference  between  40  toU  and 
three  livres  ten.  In  fpite  of  that^  however,  I  have  aU 
ways  been  fortunate. 

What  fay  you  to  the  wound  in  your  hand  i 
Myhand— ^why,  I  fay,  it  might  have  been  my  whole 
arm :  one  of  my  comrades,  within  two  fteps  of  me,  had 
his  thigh  carried  off;  and  had  not  General  Kellermann  a 
&orfe  killed  under  him  ?  and  that  was  a  greater  lofs  to 
the  General  than  my  fliabby  fingers.-^-So  you  perceive 
ihat  I  have  always  been  fortunate. 

I  i  2  Three 
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Three  men  armed  with  mu&ets,  but 
tvithout  uniforms,  came  at  laft>  and  inform- 
ed us,  that  the  gates  were  open.  The 
Courier  recommenced,  his  bluftering,  and 
threatened  the  whole  Municipality  of  Cam- 
bray  with  the  vengeance  of  Dumourier. 
He  alfo  exprefled  a  fear  that  the  General 
would  blame  him  for  the  delay. 

The  dragoon,  who  was  of  the  happy  di£- 
pofition  to  view  every  thing  in  the  moft 
favourable  light,  endeavoured  to  confole 
him,  iaying,  **  Non  ;  Dumourier  ne  vous 
blamera  pas :  il  ed  trop  bon  foldat  pour  ne 
pas  favoir,  que  quand  on  ne  pent  pas  pren- 
dre une  ville  d'aflaut,  il  faut  attendre  qu*elle 
fe  rendc  *.'* 

On  entering  Cambray,  the  Courier  went 
diredly  to  the  town-houfe,  and  got  a  for- 
mal atteftation  of  the  time  he  had  been  de* 

*  Dumourier  will  not  blame  you  :  he  is  too  good  z 
foldier  not  to  know,  that  when  a  town  cannot  be  taken 
by  aflault,  it  i$  necefl'ary  to  wait  till  it  furrenders* 

tained 
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tained  at  the  gate,  to  fhew  to  Dutnourier, 
as  an  excufe  for  his  delay — and  immediately, 
proceeded  on  his  journey,  accompanied  by 
the  dragoon* 

As  no  gate  was  allowed  to  be  opened  ex- 
cept that  at  which  they  went  out,  we  were 
detained  two  or  three  hours  longer,  till  the 
ufual  time  of  throwing  open  all  the  gates. 

We.  pafTed  through  Douay,  and  arrived 
the  fame  evening  at  this  town. 

We  have  vifited  the  quarter  where  the 
Aufirians  formed  their  entrenchments  and 
batteries,  from  which  the  town  was  bom- 
barded: a  large  village,  near  which  the  en- 
trenchments were  formed,  was,  before  the 
main  body  of  the  Auflrian  army  advanced, 
unexpeftedly  furrounded  by  their  light 
troops ;  and,  as  we  are  told,  the  wretched 
.  inhabitants,  with  many  more  peafants  driven 
there  by  the  body  of  the  army,  were  forced 
to  work  in  the  trenches,  fothat  the  fire  from 
the  ramparts  deftroyed  a  much  greater  num- 

I  i  3  ber 
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ber  of  the  coumtry  people  than  cf  die  fbU 
diers. 

The  anfwer  returned  by  the  municipality 
to  the  fummons  of  Prince  Albert  of  Sax? 
ony«  was  firm  and  laconic. 

^^  Nous  venons  de  renouveller  notre  fer« 
ment,  d'etre  fiddes  a  la  nation,  de  msdntemr 
la  Uberte  et  Tegalite,  ou  de  mourir  a  notre 
pofte.  Nous  ne  fommes  point  des  per^ 
iures*. 

•^  Fait  a  la  Maifon  Commune,  le  29  Sepr 
tembre  1792,  Tan  i.  de  la  Republiqi:^ 
Francaife. 
^  Le  Confeil  permanent  de  la  Commune 
de  Lille. 

(gigne)     Andre,  Maire. 

Ron  ART,  Secretaire-Greffier,'* 

♦  Wc  have  juft  renewed  our  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
ijation,  that  wc  are  determined  to  maintain  liberty  an4 
t^uality,  or  to  die  at  our  pod. 

Yfe  are  rcfo^yed  not  to  be  perjufed« 

The 
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The  bombs  and  red  hot  bullets  were 
particularly  direfted  againft  that  part  of  the 
town  where  the  poorer  inhabitants  lived, 
with  the  double  purpofe  of  fparingthe  mdft 
valuable  buildings  in  a  city,  which,  as  was 
expected,  was  foon  to  belong  to  the  Empe- 
ror, and  alfo  to  excite  the  moft  numerous 
clafs  of  the  inhabitants  againft  the  rich^  and 
make  them  force  the  commander  to  deliver 
up  the  town.  It  had  no  fuch  efFe£t,  how- 
ever, and  the  enthuiiafm  of  the  inhabitants 
incrcafed  every  hour.  The  courage  and 
alacrity  of  the  inhabitants  in  feizing  and 
removing  the  hot  bullets  before  they  had 
time  to  kindle  the  wood  was  furprifing. 
They  had  iron  inllruments  contrived  for 
that  purpofe  j  and  the  towns  of  Armenticrs, 
Bethune,  Arras,  Dunkirk,  Caifel,  Cambray 
fltiid  others  fent  their  engines  for  extinguifh* 
sng  fire,  to  Lille,  and  volunteers  from  all 
thofe  cities  prefented   themfelves  in  great 

Ix/^.  numbers 
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numbers  for  the  defence  of  the  place ;  wliich 
obliged  the  Aiiilrians  to  retreat  from  the 
town,  after  having  beaten  down  by  the 
bombardment  three  complete  (Ireets  in  the 
qujirter  of  St.  Sauveur,  and  many  other 
houfefi  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  which 
dill  remain  in  ruins.  There  are  few  houfes 
into  which  fome  bullets  have  not  entered* 
and  they  are  kept  as  precious  relicks  by  the 
inhabitants. 

In  the  hotel  de  Bourbon,  twenty  bullets 
<?ntered  during  the  fiege  j  and  the  mark  of 
the  burning  on  the  floor,  occafioned  by  one 
of  them  in  the  room  where  I  now  write,  is 
very  evident ;  but  no  perfon  was  killed  be- 
longing; to  the  family,  except  the  chief 
waiter,  as  he  was  croffing  the  fquare  to  put 
a  letter  into  the  poft-ofGcCt 

A  poor  fellow  who  is  decrolteur  to  the 
hotel,  told  me  that  it  was  owing  to  the 
watchful  care  and  mercy  of  Providence,  that 
he  happened  to  be  out  of  the  way  when  that 

letter 
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letter  was  fent ;  for  otherwife,  as  he  ufuafiy 
carried  the  letters  to  the  poft-ofiice,  he  him^ 
felf  might  have  been  killed  inftead  of  the 
waiter. 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  confi-- 
.  dered  as  a  fign  that  a  fenfe  of  religion  is  de«> 
dining  among  the  French,  that  the  beggars 
in  aiking  charity  no  longer  add  pwr  ta^ 
mour  de  Dieu^  but  inftead  of  that,  generally 
cry  Vive  la  nation  ;  but  that  religious  fenti- 
ments  are  becoming  every  day  weaker  on 
the  minds  of  the  common  people  of  this 
country^  is  mod  apparent ;  but  it  never  oc* 
curred  to  me,  that  one  order  of  fociety  was 
gaining  in  that  article,  what  another  was 
lofing.  A  friend  of  mine  told  me,  how- 
ever, that  he  was  this  forenoqn  in  a  book- 
feller^s  fhop  j  that  having  obferved  the  fhelves 
of  one  fide  entirely  filled  with  books  of  de- 
votion, he  had  afked  of  the  bookfeller,  If 
books  of  that  kind  were  in  much  requeft  at 
prefent. 

**  A  good 
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"  A  good  deal,**  replied  the  bookfeller, 
**  with  the  ariftocrates :  as  for  the  patriots, 
they  hardly  ever  look  into  them/* 

*•  The  reafon  of  that/*  refumed  my  friend, 
^  perhaps  is,  that  the  patriots  being  the 
poorer  haye  not  money  to  lay  out  on  books.** 

**  They  ufed  to  purchafe  them  formerly  ,** 
faid  the  bookfeller ;  ^  and  it  is  only  fince  the 
ariftocrates  became  poor^  that  many  of  them 
began  to  purchafe  them  at  all/* 

How  far  the  bookfcUer's  account  of  this 
matter  is  tb  be  depended  on  I  know  not ;  but 
it  is  a  lamentable  truth  that  a  great  propor* 
tion  of  mankind  think  very  little  of  the  next 
world,  till  the  prefent  becomes  infupportable 
to  them.^  And  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  it  muft  be  acknowledged 
that  the  revolution  has  been  hitherto  fo 
wretchedly  managed,  as  to  render  the  higher 
orders  of  fociety  miferable,  without  making 
the  lower  happy. 

Although 
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>«Mto 


Altfaough  mj  Journal  is  continued  until 
the  14th  of  December,  when  I  returned  to 
England,  I  omit  the  remainder,  that  I  may 
infert  what  will  be  thought  more  intereil^ 

Some  of  the  following  particulars  relative 
to  the  King's  procefs,  and  the  treatment 
which  he  and  his  family  met  with  in  the 
Temple,  I  learnt  while  I  was  in  France ; 
others  I  have  been  informed  of  fince  my  re* 
tarn  in  England.  I  imagine  the  whole  may 
be  placed  with  propriety  at  this  place,  with 
an  account  of  the  King's  death. 

With  whatever  irregularity,  precipitation 
and  injuftice  the  procefs  againft  the  King 
will  be  thought  to  have  been  carried  on,  it 
.was  with  much  difficulty  and  perfonal  dan- 
ger, to  one  party  of  the  Convention,  that  it 
was  fo  long  protraded.  I  have  reafon  to 
\tp\me  that  fome  €£  the  Convention  re-. 

grette4 
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gretted  exceedingly  the  precipitate  decree 
vrhich  abolifhed  royalty,  and  were  con- 
vinced that  it  would  have  equally  tended  to 
the  happinefs  and  lading  freedom  of  France, 
if  the  Convention  had  rellored  the  King  and 
re^eftabliihed  the  conflitution,  with  fuch  al« 
teratlons  as  might  have  been  thought  expe- 
dient. 

I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  there  was 
a  ftill  greater  number  of  the  members 
who  were  of  opinion,  that^  after  the 
republican  form  of  government  was  de- 
creed, the  mod  equitable  and  moft  politic 
meafure  which  the  Convention  could  adopt, 
was  to  declare  that  they  would  make  no  in- 
quiry whether  the  King  had  been  in  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  enemy  or  not ;  becaufe, 
at  any  rate,  the  nation  was  determined  on  a 
republican  form  of  government,  and  there- 
fore (hould  order  the  whole  ^oy  al  family  to 
be  efcorted  to  the  frontiers,  and  permitted 

to  go  wherever  they  judged  proper,  with  an 

I  annual 
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annual  penflon  of  at  lead  one  hundred  thoo-^ 
'  fand  louis,  to  be  regularly  paid  as  long  as 
they  (hould  live  in  tranquillity,  without  ex- 
citing war  againft  France,  or  a  civil  war  in 
it  for  their  reftoration ;  revoking  at  the  fame 
tinxe  the  decree  againft  Savoy,  and  renew- 
ing their  original  declaration,  againft  ex- 
tending their  dominions  and  ofienfive  war 
of  any  kind. 

That  part  of  the  Convention  who  were 
of  either  of  thofe  opinions,  with  all  who 
were  dcflrous  of  faving  the  King,  finding 
it  dangerous  to  avow  their  fentiments, 
endeavoured  by  various  means  to  prevent  a 
trial,  until  the  public  mind  fhould  be  fo 
much  foftened  as  to  admit  of  a  fair  trial,  or 
till  the  idea  of  trial  fhould  diffipate  altoge* 
ther.  When  this  failed,  they  attempted  to 
carry  the  fentence  of  confinement  during 
the  war,  and  ejpilq  after  it :  when  that  failed, 
they  tried  the  appeal  to  the  primary  aflem- 
blies }  and  finally,  they  endeavoured  to  fave 

him 
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him  by  voting  to  poflpone  the  execution  of 
thefentence* 

Inftead  of  thoie  evafive  meafures,  the  no- 
bier  part  would  have  been,  no  doubt,  to 
have  voted  him  not  guilty  at  the  firft  nomi^ 
nal  appeal. 

I  do  not  know  that  this  was  the  opinion 
of  any  of  them  ;  but  I  have  heard  feveral  of 
them  declare,  that  they  thought  the  King's 
life  fully  protected  by  the  Conftitution,  and 
that  he  could  not  be  juftly  condemned  to 
death,  although  all  were  proved  which  was 
laid  to  his  charge,  which  in  their  opinion 
was  not  the  cafe. 

The  violent  party  againft  the  King,  on 
the  other  hand,  took  great  pains  and  ufed 
many  arts,  both  within  and  without  the 
Aflembly,  to  have  all  forms  of  procefr  cut 
ihort  by  a  bloody  and  fudden  cataftrophe. 

Legendre  propofed  that  all  thofe  who 
had  publifhed  their  opinions,  or  put  them  in 
writing,  fhould  lay  them  on  the  table  of  the 

Aifembly  j 
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Afiembly  j  and  that  after  the  intervention  of 

_  t 

one  day,  the  Convention  (hould  pronounce 
fentence  witnout  hearing  the  King.  . 

Robefpierre  was  for  ending  the  whole 
m  twenty*-foiir  hours  without  fcparating. 

St,  Andr^  declared  that  the  Kmg  had 
been  judged  and  condemned  by  the  people    - 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  that  the  Con- 
vention had  nothing  to  do  but  to  order  his 
execution. 

It  was  dreaded  by  fome  who  wifhed  the 
death  of  the  monarch,  that  his  appearance 
at  the  bar  of  the  Convention  would  foftca 
the  people,  and  perhaps  move  them  in  his 
favour;  and  when  they  found  that  others  of 
their  own  party,  who  were  equally  the  ene- 
mies of  the  King,  were  determined  that 
he  (hould  be  heard,  they  imagined  means  of 
the  moft  profligate  nature  to  prevent  it. 

Papers  were  cried  through  the  ftreets 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  populace 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  (hould 
infifl;  on  his  immediate  execution;  and  if   ' 

3  that 
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that  was  delayed,  to  execute  kim  them^ 
felvesy  either  in  prifoa  or  wbea  he  (hould 
be  carried  to  the  Aflembly*  It  was  afTerted 
that  the  country  ntcver  could  be  happy  while 
he  lived ;  that  all  the  misfortunes  of  the 
country,  all  the  diftrefs  the  people  fufFered, 
and  the  ftill  greater  with  which  they  were 
threatened,  proceeded  frbm  the  King's 
being  fuSered  to  live ;  that  a  party  in  the 
Convention,  namely,  the  Gironde  and  the 
friends  of  Roland  and  BriiTot,  were  bribed 
by  the  Powers  at  war  with  France,  to 
fav«e  the  King,  and  prolong  the  diftrefles 
of  France ;  and  that  although  they  durft 
not  openly  in  the  Convention  deny  that 
he  was  criminal,  and  deferved  deaths 
yet  they,  were  endeavouring,  under  va- 
rious pretexts,  to  prolong  his  procefs,  and 
delay  his  execution,  till  an  opportunity  oc- 
curred to  re-eftablifh  him  on  the  throne. 

The  moft  abfurd  affertions  were  made  in 
the  Convention  itfelf  to  this  tendency.  At 
one  time,  a  little  before  I  left  Paris,  when 

there 
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there  was  a  -  difcullioa  concerning  the  (car« 
city  of  grain,  which  by  different  members 
was  imputed  to  different  caufes^  I  heard  a 
voice  pronounce,  La  veritable  caufe  ejl  dans 
k  T'empU*  I  was  informed  that  this  wife  ob-^ 
fervation  came  from  Legendre« 

Hand-bills  were  diftributed  with  thefe 
words  1  ^  R^publicains,  guillotinez  moi 
Louis  XVI.  et  TAutrichienne  fi  vous  voule2 
avoir  du  pain/'  And  the  printed  opinion  of 
Marat  was  fold  at  the  fame  time. 

When  the  Royal  Family  were  firft  lodged 
in  the  Temple,  they  were  treated  with  fome 
degree  of  refpeft,  and  they  were  allowed  the 
comfort  of  each  other's  company,  and  the 
liberty  of  walking  in  the  garden  of  the 
Temple  j  but  the  appearance  of  refpeft  gra- 
dually diminiflied,  and  at  lafl  the  treatment 
they  received  was  in  many  in  (lances  brutal, 

A  perfon  who  was  admitted  into  the 
Temple  by  the  means  df  a  near  relation  oa 
duty   there  about  the   beginning   o€  De« 

VOL.  ti.  K  k  cember^ 


(    498    ) 

cember,  aflured  me^  that  at  the  hour  at 
which,  by  a  ftanding  order  from  the  Coun- 
cil, the  prifoncrs  were  to  be  confined  to  then: 
apartments,  he  faw  the  keeper  go  to  the 
King,  who  wns  ftill  walking  in  the  garden^ 
and  addrefs  him  in  thefe  words :  ^'  jillons^ 
monfUur  Keto^  ilfaut  monter.^ 

When  the  Royal  Family  dined,  a  Com* 
miffioner  from  the  Commune  of  Paris  was 
always  prefent.  The  Queen  happened  at 
one  time  to  raife  the  hand  m  which  fhe 
held  her  knife  a  lictle  fuddenly  towards  her 
breaft. — ^The  Commiffioner  feemed  alarmed, 
and  made  a  movement  as  if  he  dreaded  that 

fhe  had  an  intention  againft  her  life  ;  which 
the  Queen  obferving,  faid  with  emphafis : 
*'  Non,  Monfieur,  jc  referve  cet  honneur 
aux  Francois*." 

From  the  time  that  the  King's  proceTa 
was  rcfolved  upon,  the  Royal  Family  were 

*  I  referve  that  Honour  to  the  Convention. 

confined 
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Confined  more  clofely)  and  watched  more 
ftriftly  than  even  The  Council  ordered 
that  in  future  two  Commiflioners  fhould 
jpafs  the  oigbt  in  his  bed-chamber,  inflead 
of  ope^  which  had  been  the  cafe  before.  All 
perfons  who  were  admitted  into  the  pre- 
fence  of  ariy  of  the  Royal  Family  were  pre- 
vioufly  fearched.  Orders  were  given  that 
the  razors  with  which  the  King  was  in  the 
ufe  of  (having  himfelf  Ihould  be  removed : 
this  was  done  from  a  fear  that  he  might 
jprefer  fuicide  to  the  humiliation  of  a  public 
trial  before  the  Convention. 

Such  an  idea  was  remote  from  the  King's 
way  of  thinking,  Wheii  his  razors  and  pen- 
knife  were  demanded  from  him,  *'  Do 
you  think  me  fuch  a  coward  as  to  kill  my- 
felf  ?''  faid  he. 

The  order  not  only  comprehended  knives 
and  razors^  but  alfo  fcilTars,  and  all  inflru- 
hients  contondant,  tranchant  jfet  piquant^  and 
It  was  extended  to  all  the  Royal  Family* 

Kk2        ^  «  li 
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"  II  faudroit  aufli  nous  cnlevcr  nos  ai- 
guilles," faid  the  Queen  when  it  was  read  td 
her. 

When  the  King,  afterwards,  repeatedly 
applied  for  a  razor,  it  was  at  laft  granted  hy 
the  Council,  who  direded,  however,  that  he 
fhould  (have  himfelf  under  the  infpe<fHon 
of  the  Commiffioners :  and  the  Queen  and 
Princefs  Elizabeth  were  allowed  fciflarS  to 

pare  their  nails  with  the  fame  reftridlion. 

* 

This  lad  fcems  ridiculous,  and  the  former 
abfurd  j  for  if  the  King  had  had  any  inten- 
tion of  ufing  a  razor  in  the  manner  they 
fufpeded,  he  could  have  put  it  in  execu- 
tion as  effedtually  while  the  Commiflioners 
were  prefent  as  at  any  other  time. 

After  a  long  and  warm  debate^  it  was  de- 
creed by  the  Convention,  that  the  King  (hould 
be  brought  to  their  bar  ;  that  the  ad  of  accu- 
fation  fhould  be  read  to  him ;  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  (hould  put  certain  queilions  to  him, 

which  were  previoufly  drawn  ftp  by  the 

■ 
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committee,  and  approved  of  by  the  Affem- 
bly ;  and  that  after  his  anfwers  had  been 
taken  down,  a.  day  fhould  be  appointed  for 
hearing  him  finally,  and  pronouncing  judg- 
ment. It  was  alfo  decreed  that  the  opinions 
« 

of  the  Deputies  (hould  be  taken  by  the  ap- 

pel  nominal. 

This  mode  was  violently  inftfled  on  by 
the  fadion  of  the  Mountain,  in  the  hopes 
that  fome,  whofe  confciences  acquitted  him, 
might,  from  a  terror  of  the  mob,  be  in- 
duced to  pronounce  againfl  him. 

Had  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  been 
taken  in  the  ufual  way,  it  would  have  been 
lefs  under  the  influence  of  fear;  but  the  mod 
certain    method  of  getting   the    unbiafTed 

judgment  of  the  deputies,  would  have 
been  by  ballot :  had  that  been  adopted,  there 
would  probably  have  been  a  majority  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  King,  even  on  the  firfl  general 
queilion  of  guilty  or.  not ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  it  would  have  been  carried  by  a 
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great  majority  againft  the  pains  of  death,  if 
the  firfl;  queitioa  had  been  loft. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  knew  nothing 
of  its  being  decreed  that  he  fhpuld  appear  at 
the  bar  of  the  Conventiotk.  In  ap  extradi 
from  the  report  of  the  Commifiioners  that 
were  on  fervice  at  the  Temple  on  that 
flay,  the  following  particulars  are  nkcn^ 
tioned : — 

The  King  rofe  as  ufual  at  feven ;  he 
fpent  only  a.  few  minutes  in  dreiTing,  and 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in  prayer. 
At  eight  the  drums  were  heard;  he  en- 
quired  of  the  Commifiioners  what  was  the 
meaning  of  it,  as  he  had  not  before  heard 
them  fo  early. 

The  Commiflioners  pretended  ignorance* 
**Do  you  not  think,"  rejoined  the  King,^'that 
they  beat  the  general  ?*'  The  Commiilioners 
replied,  they  could  not  diftinguifii.  The 
|Cing  walked  mufing  through  the  room,  apd 
fometimes  flood  liftcning  attentively.     **-! 

think 
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think  I  hear  the  found  of  horfes'  feet  in  the 
court,"  faid  he,.  The  Commiffioners  gave 
|io  explanation. 

The  Royal  Family  breakfafted  together 
that  morning  ;  they  were  full  of  alarm  and 
difquietude  at  the  noife,  which  increafed 
every  moment,  and  of  which  they  plainly 
perceived  the  caufe  was  carefully  concealed 
from  them. 

Uncertainty  in  fuch  circum  (lances  agitates 
the  mind  more  than  a  full  aflurance  of  the 
worft ;  the  Queen  and  Princefles  went  'to 
their  own  apartments  after  breakfaft^  and 
left  the  Prince  Royal  with  the  King.  The 
Commiifioners  at  laft  informed  him^^  that 
he  was  about  to  receive  a  vifit  from  the 
Mayor  of  Paris.* — "  So  much  the  better, 
faid  the  King.  **  But  T  muft  inform  yoUj^' 
refumed  the  Commiilioner,  ^'  that  he  can- 
not fpcak  to  you  in  the  prefence  of  your 
fon."  The  King  then,  after  preffing  the  child 
tp  his  bread,  defired  him  to  go  and  embrace 

K  k  4  \)k 
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Ills  mother  in  his  name,  Cleiy,  the  valet 
who  attended  the  Kiqtg,  withdrew  with  the 
Prince. 

The  King'  alked  the.  Commiffioner,  ^  if 
he  knew  what  the  Mayor's  bufinefs  with 
him  was/'  and  was  anfwered  in  the  nega-t 
tive.  He  walked  about  the  room  for  fome 
time,  (lopping  at  intervals  to  afk  queftions 
refpefting  the  perfon  and  charader  of  the 
Mayor.  The  Commiffioner  anfwered,  **  that 
he  was  not  particularly  acquainted  with 
him 9  but  that  he  was  of  a  good  charader, 
?md,  to  the  beft  of  his  recolleftion,  of  a  mid- 
dle age,  thin,  and  rather  tall.  The  King 
ieated  himfelf  in  a  chair,  and  continued  ab^ 
forbed  in  meditation^  Meanwhile  the  Com^ 
9iiifioner  had  moved  behind  the  chair  on 
which  the  King  was  featcd.  When  he 
awaked  fjrom  his  reverie,  not  feeing  any 
body,  he  turned  fuddenly  round,  and  per^ 
peiving  the  Commiffioner  clofe  behind  him, 
f^^id  with  cjuicknefsi  ^  What  do  you  wapt, 

Sirr^ 
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Sir?**  "  Nothing/'  replied  the  other;  ^^but 
fea]:ing  you  were  indifpofed,  I  approached 
to  know  what  ailed  you  ^Z* 

Monfieur  Chambon,  the  Mayor,  entered 
toon  after,  and  informed  the  King,  that  he 
came  to  condu^  him  to  the  National  Con- 
vention: the  King  accompanied  him  with- 
out making  any  objeftion.  When  he  came 
to  the  court,  which  was  full  of  troops,  horfe 
as  well  as  foot,  he  feemed  furprifed  at  fee- 
ing  fome  of  them  in  uniforms  with  which 
he  was  unacquainted^ 

Before  he  ftepped  into  the  Mayor's  coach, 
he  threw  up  his  eyes  to  the  window  of  the 
apartment  in  which  his  family  were  con-^ 
fined,  and  the  tears  were  obferved  to  trickle 
down  his  cheeks* 


*  Thefe  particulars,  which  fome  may  think  of  a  na« 
ture  too  trifling  and  minute,  ftrongfy  paint  the  ftate  of 
agitation  and  fufpicion,  in  which  the  mind  of  the  un^ 
happy  Monarch  was  at  this  time. 

n     .  The 
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The  coach  then  proceeded  to  the  Coin 
TentioOi  attended  by  the  troops* 

The  CommifliQner  afcended  to  diq 
Queen's  aparttnent,  and  found  the  whole 
^mily  oveirwhelmed  with  fear  ai^d  forrow. 
Heacquainted  them  that  the  Mayor  had 
been  with  the  King ;  the  young  Prince  had 
akeady  inforijied  them :  "  We  know  that/* 
£ud  the  Queen  j  "  but  now — where  have 
they  carried  the  King  now  ?"  "  To  the  Con- 
vention/^ replied  the  Commif]Koner«  "  Yow 
would  have  faved  us  much  uneafinefs,**  iaid 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  ^^  if  you  had  in« 
formed  us  of  this  fooner.'* 

What  dreadful  apprehenfiQns  mud  this 
J'rincefs  have  been  under,  to  find  any  re-« 
lief  in  hearing  that  her  brother  was  carried 
before  an  Aflembly  of  men  fo  prejudiced 
againft  him  as  ihe  knew  the  Convendon 
?o  be ! 

■Jhe  King  was  conduced  to  the  C9ih 
4  •  vent^oft 
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mention  by  the  Boulevards^  la  rue  neuvi^ 
(de$  Capucinesi  la  plape  Venddme,  et  1^ 
cour*  des  Feuillans,  All  the  ftreets  which 
open  to  the  Boulevards  had  guards  Rationed 
in  tHeqOy  with  orders  to  prevent  a  multitude 
from  aflembling;  and  cannon  we^e  place4 
^t  the  entrance  of  all  thofe  flreets;  patrolft 
were  ordere4  to  prevent  any  ^cind  of  ob- 
ftrudion  by  groups,  or  carriages,  along  the 
whole  of  the  way  that  the  King  was  to  be 
f:ondud}:ed.  Strong  guards  v^ere  placed  ^t 
different  pods  near  the  Tuileries  and  Hall 
of  the  Aflembly.  It  is  faid  there  wer^ 
near  100,009  meici  in  arm^  tha(  day  !q 
Pari^. 

The  glafles  of  the  coach  Y^ere  4own  du- 
ring the  whole  way,  and  there  was  no  difr 

\ 

turbance^  Great  numbers  however  were 
waiting,  in  all  the  psATages  leading  to  the 
AflTembly,  and  tl^e  tribunes  had  been  filled 

» 

from  f;x  in  the  morning.  It  was  remarked, 
that  Marat  was  dreiTed  in  a  new  fuit:  and 

that 
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that  Ills  features  announced  fatisfadion  aad 
good  humour,  which  was  cdnfidered  as  ftili 
a  greater  rarity. 

The  adl  of  Accufation  having  been  read, 
feme  of  the  Deputies  mentioned  circum* 
ftanceSi  which  they  thought  of  importance, 
that  had  been  omitted.     Drouet,  the  poft« 
maftcr,  who  was  the  caufe  of  the  King's 
being  (lopped  at  Varennes,  had  been  eJeded 
a  Deputy  to  the  Convention  for  that  fervice. 
He  thought  this  a  good  opportunity  to  diA 
tinguifh  himfelf  as  an  orator — «*  Lewis,"  faid 
he,  **  is  a  cheat  (fourbe),  and  wiihed  to 
impofe  upon  the  nation,  in  faying  that  he 
intended  to  go  to  Montmedi,  for  the  villain 
(fcelerat)    was    expeded   at  .  the    Abbaye 
d^Orvalle;  and  the  traitor  knew  that  a  de« 
tachment  of  huflars  were  waiting  for  him  a 
few  leagues   from  Vareqnes :    t£e  monjler 
then  had  the  intention,  d(c.  &c.  &a'' 

This  was  more  than  his  audience,  prejudi^ 
ced  as  it  was  againll  the  King,  could  bear;  the 

poft-mafter 
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poft- mailer  was  obliged  to  Hop  in  the  ndkid«». 
die  of  his  abufive  career,  hid  voice  being 
(lifled  by  an  univerfal  murmur  *. 

It  was  announced  by  the  PreAdent,  that 
from  the  moment  that  Lewis  (hould  appear 
at  the  bar,  no  petition  fhould  be  heard,  no 
motion  of  any  kind  made,  no  fign  of  ap- 
probation or  difapprobation  given,  but  a 
profound  filence  maintained*  When  Lewis 
appears,  exclaimed  Legendre,  "  ilfaut  qtitl 
regne  ici  lejtlence  des  iombeaux^^  This  brutal 
infmuation  had  no  better  fuccefs  than  the 
eloquence  of  Drouet. 

Marat^  however,  had  the  fairnefs  to  de- 

* 

clare,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  King  ought 
not  to  be  queftioned  about  any  thing 
previous  to  his  acceptance  of  the  Gonftitu- 

tion:  this  is   fo  evident,   that  it   is  won- 

■ 

*  When  Drouet  was  in  the  middle  of  his  harangue, 
a  gentleman  afked  one  of  the  Deputies,  who  he  was  : 
•*  Monficur,"  replied  the  Deputy,  **  c*eft  un  Ma!trc  dc 
Fofte,  qui  a  voulu  faire  claquer  fon  fouet  bien  mal- 
a-propos." 

derful 
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Atrfvl  it  was  left  to  Marat  to  make  the  oh^ 
fervacion,  and  more  fo  that  it  was  difi'egarded 
when  made» 

Other  propofals  wete  made  by  otbef 
members^  aad  fome  adopted :  at  about  on6r 
o'clock  the  Aflembly  Were  informed^  that 
the  King  was  In  the  Chambre  des  Conf<6-^ 
rences ;  on  which  Barrere,  the  Prefident» 
having  reminded  the  Aflembly  and  au« 
dience  of  the  filence  th^y  ought  to  msun^ 
tain,  defired  that  he  might  be  condu&ed  to 
the  bar» 

An  awful  filence  prevailed;  every  eye 
was  fixed  on  the  door  at  which  he  entered. 
The  King  appeared  with  a  ferene  air  and 
undifturbed  countenance.  The  fpedlators 
betrayed  great  emotion* 

After  a  fhort  ijnterval,  Barrere  addrefled 
him :  *'  Lewis,  the  French  Nation  accufe 
you  of  having  committed  various  crimes 
to  re-eftablifh  tyranny  on  the  ruins  of  li-* 
berty ;  the  National  Convention  has  decreed 

that 


Aat  you  fliall  be  tried — and  the  Members 
who  compofe  k  are  to  be  your  Judges.  You 
will  hear  the  accufation  read,  after  which 
you  Will  anfwer  to  the  queftions  whicbihaU 

» 

be  propofed." 

To  this  the  King  made  no  reply. 

The  general  AQ,  of  Accufation  was  theijt 
read,  after  which  the  Prefident  repeated 
the  firft  article  of  accufation,  and  added, 
**  Lewis,  what  have  you  to  anfwer?"  Oa 
which  the  King  gave  his  anfwer,  and  the 
Prefident  proceeded  to  read  the  fecond  ar« 
tide,  and  demanded  the  King's  anfwer  in 
the  fame  words ;  and  fo  on^  until  the  whole 
of  the  articles  were  finifhed. 

During  this  examination,  fome  new  quef- 
tions  occurred  to  the  Committee,  which 
were  put  in  writing,  and  handed  to  the  Pre- 
fident, who  put  them  in  the  fame  manner 
to  the  King,  and  received  his  anfwers. 

The  King's  behaviour  during  the  whole 
^  his  appearance,  ia  the  Convention  was 

calm^ 
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i^m,  recolleded,  and  that  of  a  mad  refigo^ 
cd  to  the  neceflity  of  circumftances,  nvith-i^ 
out  the  cotifcioufaefg  of  guilt;  his  anfwettt 
were  fendble^  pertinent,  and  prompt.  He 
never  lofl^  his  compofure,  except  in  one  in« 
ftance,  when  the  Prefident  read  the  follow^ 
ing  (Irange  accufation:    *'  You  diflributed 

money  among  the  populace  for  the  trea« 
cherous  parpofe  of  acquiring  popularity, 
and  enttavrng  the  uation." 

The  perverfion  of  his  very  benevolence 
into  a  crime,  ailoniihed  the  unfortunate  Mo« 
narch,  and  deprived  him  for  a  moment  of  the 
power  of  utterance — he  (hed  tears — but  a 
confcioufnefs  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions 
rendered  them  tears  of  comfort.  *'  I  al- 
ways toc^  pleafure,"  faid  he,  **  in  relieving 
thofe  in  want,  but  never  had  any  treacher- 
ouspurpofe/'  ^ 

■ 

ypon  the  whole,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  the  queftions  w«re  deliberately  drawn 
up  by  a  StltSt  Committee,  and  afterwards 

corre&ed 


€6rre£lea  and  enlkrged  by  the  whole  Con- 
Vention/  while  the  King's  anfwers  were 
given  extempore,  and  without  even  a  pre- 
vioiis  knowledge  that  he  was  to  be  ex- 
dmined  in  that  manner^  it  places  his  under- 
ftanding  in  a  very  advantageous  point  of 
view* 

To  keep  the  King  ignorant  to  the 
laft  of  any  intention  of  examining  him, 
and  then  hurry  him  unprepared  to  their 
bar,  was  ungenerous  and  ihameful  in 
the  higheft  degree — it  might  have  difcon- 
certed  him  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have 
given  fcope  to  malice ;  his  enemies  would 
have  imputed  to  confcious  guilt  that  difor- 
der  in  his  anfwers  and  condud:,  which  fur- 
prife  or  indignation  might  naturally  have 
produced : — and  it  is  impoflible  not  to  fuC- 
pe£t  that  the  fecrecy  was  employed  for  that 
,  very  purpofe.  If  fo,  all  thofe  enemies  have 
been  difappointed  ;  the  malignity  by  which 

VOL,  II.  LI  they 
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they  attempted  to  obfcure  his  charafter^  lias 
only  fcrvcd  to  put  it  in  a  fairer  light 

When  the  King  had  anfwered  all  the 
queftionsy  the  original  papers  on  which  part 
of  the  accufation  was  founded  were  laid 
on  the  table.  Valaze  taking  them  up 
one  by  one^  and  reading  the  title,  faid,  as 
he  prefented  each  to  the  King,  '^  Louis 
Capet,  la  reconnoiflez-vous  ?"  If  the  King 
anfwered  that  he  knew  it,  Valaze  faid, 
*'  Louis  la  reconnoit  ;*'   and   the  Prefident 

repeated,  **  La  piece  eft  reconnue/*  If  the 
King  difavowed  it,  they  faid,  "  Louis  ne 
la  reconnoit  pas — ^La  piece  n'eft  pas  reccm- 
nue/' 

The  King  difavowed  many  of  them. 
When  the  whole  had  been  inveftigated  in 
this  manner,  the  Prefident  addreffing  the 
King  faid,  "  I  have  no  othier  queftions  to 
propofe — have  you  any  thing  more  to  add 
in  your  defence  ?"  "  I  delire  to  have  a  copy 
of  the  accufation ,'*  replied  the  King,  **  and 

*   2  of 
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bi  tke  papers  on  which  it  is  fotioded.— ^t  alfo 

^  *  • 

defire  to  have  a  Couhfel  of  my  own  nomi- 
nation."  Ba^rere  informed  him,  that  his 
two  firft  tequefis  were  already  decreed,  and 
that  the  determination  refpedling  the  other 
i^oilld  be  made  known  to  him  in  due  time^ 

After  which  the  King  withdrew,  and  wa% 
conduced  back  to  the  Temple  iii  the  fame 
carriage,  and  with  the  fame  Utteiidahts  that 
he  had  when  he  cam£  to  the  Afiembly.  The 
crowd  in  the  ftreets  Was  greater  than  in  the 
morning ;  the  continued  dries  of  •*  Vive  la 
Republique !"  accompanied  the  coach  from 
the  Aflembly  Hall  to  the  Temple,  and  the 
cry  •*  Ala  Guillotine!"  was  alfo  heard  more 
frequently  than  in  the  morning,  but  lefs  fo 
than  was  expedled  by  thofe  who  had  taken 
fo  much  pains  to  irritate  the  populace  againl^ 
him» 

tn  the  coach,  the  iCing  aiked  Chaumet^ 
the  Procurcur  Syndic^  "  if  he  thought  the 
CoaVenti^B  would  allow  him  to  have  Goun- 

L 1  a  fel.*' 
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fel."  TEis  man,  by  the  account  which  hfi 
afterwards  gave  of  what  pafled,  anfwcr- 
cd  fhortl/^  •*  that  his  duty  was  to  eondud 

him  to  and  from  the  Aflembly,  and  not  to 

•      »  • 

anfwer  queftions/' 

When  he  arrived  al  the  Temple,  and 
was  in  his  apartment,  he  feiit  a  meflage, 
defiring  to  fpeak  to  the  Mayor,  who,  being 
in  his  carriage  and  ready  to  drive  away,  im- 
mediately  obeyed  the  fummons,  and  af- 
cended  to  the  King*s  chamber.  "  I  hope,*^ 
laid  he  to  Chambon,  ^  that  you  will  not  de- 
lay to  let  me  know,  whether  I  am  allowed 
Couhfeh*'  The  Mayor  replied,  "  that  he 
might  rely  upon  being  informed  asfoon  as 
poflible  ;  adding,  that  he  was  perfuaded  the 
tonvention  were  too  juft  to  refufe  to  him 

what  the  law  allowed  to  all/* 

Every  member  of  the  Convention  was 
not  of  the.  fafhe  way  of  thinking  with  the 
Mayor:  about  thirty  or  forty  Deputies  of 
the    faction  called    the     Mountain    were 

»gaiaft 
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agaiaft  granting  that  requefl,  and  oppofed 
it  by  the  mofl  indeceiit  clamours;  but  find- 
ing their  eSbrts  vain,  they  next  infifted  that 
lie  fhould  be  allowed  only  one  perfon  for 
Counfel.  The  great  majority  on  the  con- 
trary were  for  allowing  him  three:  the  de- 
bate became  fo  tumultuous,  that  the  Prefi- 
dent  was  obliged  to  put  on  his  hat  *\  the 
Mountain  was  at  lad  obliged  to  relinquifh 
this  fhameful  attempt ;  and  it  was  decreed 
that  the  King  fhould  have  Counfel,  without 
limiting  the  number^  and  that  a  meifage 
fhould  inftantly  be  fent  to  inform  him 
of  this.  One  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  his 
having  any  Counfel,  propofed  that  two  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Affembly  (hiiiffiers) 
fhould  carry  this  meflage ;  but  the  Conven- 
tion ordered  four  of  their  members  for  that 
purpofe. 

After  the  Mayor  left  the  Temple,  the 

ft 

*  This  is  a  fignal  to  order,  never  given  but  in  cafes  of 
great  confufion^  and  is  generally  obeyed. 

LI3  King 
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|Cing  immediately  examined  the  ConfiltuHon^ 
of  which  he  had  a  copy,  and  faid  to  the 
Commiffioner,  who  was  pow  alone  with 
him,  ^*  YeSf  I  find  that  the  law  aljows  me 
Counfel;  but  may  I  not  alfo  be  allowed  the 
fatisfa^ion  of  having  my  family  with  mpV* 
The  Commiffioner  anfwered,  "  that  he 
did  not  know,  but  would  go  and  confult 
the  Committee.*'  He  went  accordingly,  and 
returned  foon  after;  he  infprmed  the  King 
that  he  could  not  fee  his  family. — "  That  is 
hard,'*  faid  the  King. — "  But  my  fon,  they 

« 

will  not  deny  me  the  comfort  of  his  coix^- 
pany  at  leaft — he  is  a  child.  Sir,  of  paly 
feven  years  of  age." 

"  The  Committee  have  declared,"  replied 
the  Commiffioner,  "  that  you  fhall  have  qo 
communication  \yith  your  family — Youii 
fon  is  of  your  family." 

The  Commiffioner  left  the  King,  ^nd  went 
^o  the  Queen's  apartment,  where  all  the 
Rpyal  family  were.  The  Queen  immediately 

afkcd. 

)  ,  ..  .-    ^ 
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aflced,  if  they  might  not  all  wait  oix  the 
King,  who  they  knew  was  returned  from 
the  Convention.  The  Commiffioner  gave  the 
fame  anfwer  he  had  given  to  the  King. — 
"  At  leaft,"  faid  the  Queen,  •*  let  him  have 
the  company  of  this  child ;  pray  allow  his 
fon  to  go  to  him.'*  The  Commiffioner  re- 
plied, "  that  as  the  child  could  not  be  with 
both,  it  was  heft  that  the  perfon  who  might 
be  fuppofed  to  have  the  greateft  courage 
ihould  fufFer  the  privation  :  befides,"  he  ad- 
ded, ^*  a  <:hil4  of  that  age  has  more  need 
of  the  care  of  a  mother  than  of  a  father.** 

The  following  day  the  four  Deputies  in- 
formed the  Convention  of  their  having  been 
with  the  King,  and  that  he  had  nami^d  Tar- 
get and  Tronchet  as  his  Counfel. 

Tronchet  accepted^  declaring  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  and 
danger  of  the  office,  which  humanity  to  a 
man^  over  whofe  head  the  fword  of  juftice 
hung,  impofed  on  him — and  for  whicb»  in  all 
events,  he  would  accept  of  no  recompenfc. 

1*  \  4  Target 
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Target  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Prefident  of 
the  Convention 9  excufing  himfelf  on  account 
of  his  aee  and  infirmities,  and  defiring  that 
his  lettei:  might  be  fent  to  the  King,  that  he 
might  choofe  another. 

This  afforded  fome  Membcrs^  of  the  Af- 
fembly  a  frefb  oppprtunity  of  difplaying 
their  difpofition — they  complained  of  the 
incidents  which  pontinpally  occurred  to  re- 
tard the  final  iflue  of  the  procefs.  Qffelin  * 
f;ud,  that  one  Counfei  mi^ht  refufe  after  an- 
other, to  the  lofs  of  much  precious  time, 

* 

and  therefore  propofed  that  the  Convention 
ihould  name  Counfei  for  the  King,  whom 
he  muft  either  accept,  or  find  others  withii^ 
twenty- four  hours. 

This  revolted  the  greater  part  of  the  Af- 
fembly;  an^  when  it  was  alked,  how  it 
could  be  imagined  that  the  King  could  place 
confidence  in  thofe  of  their  nomination, 
Tallicn  faid  with  a  rancour  that  well  ac- 

»  • 

^  This  fame  Oflelin  was  Prefident  of  the  Criminal 
Tribunal  of  the  17th  of  Auguft! 

cordecf 
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/corded  with  his  chsirader,  **  Qu'il  s*arra'nge, 
qu'il  troyve  des  Confeils  qui  acceptent ;  c^eft 
fon  affaire  J  la  notre  eft  de  venger  la  Ma^ 
jefte  aationale  ^\' 

Fertnond  and  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne  fpoke 
againft  this  favage  precipitation;  another 
propofed  to  adjourn ;  Thuriot,  and  Benta* 
bole^  the  fame  who  had  accompanied  Marat 
on  his  vifit  to  Dumourier,  oppofed  the 
adjournment.  ^  Do  tyrants  ever  adjourn 
their  vengeance  againft  the  people?"  faid 
Legendre,  *^  and  yet  you  talk  of  adjourn- 
ing the  juftice  of  the  people  againft  a  ty- 
rant." This  argument  was  well  fuited  to 
the  underftandings  and  inclinations  of  the 
audience  in  the  galleries,  and  met  with  their 
applaufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  deputation  from  the 
Council  of  the  Commune  of  Paris  came  to 
communicate  to  the  Convention  a  decree 
>vhich  they  had  pafled  regarding  the  mea- 

"*  He  mud  do  the  beft  he  can,  he  muft  find  thofe  who 
will  accept,  that  is  his  buCnefs  }  it  is  ours  to  avenge  the  J 
Majcfty  of  the  Nation, 

fares 
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fures  they  thought  neceiTary  to  follow  in  die 
prefbnt  circumftances.  By  this  decree,  the 
King  wa8  to  have  no  commuDication  with  his 
family : — ^his  valet  de  chambrc  was  to  be 
locked  up  with  him,  and  to  have  no  inter- 
courfc  with   any  body  elfe : — ^his  Counfel 

were,  to  be  ftridly  examined  (fcrupuleufe- 
ment  examines,  fouilles  jufqu*aux  endroits 
Ics  plus  fecfets).  After  having  thrown  off  the 
clothes  in  which  they  entered,  they  were  to 
be  dre0ed  in  others  provided  for  them  in  the 
Temple,  and  under  the  infpedion  of  the 
CommiiBoners  who  attended  the  King,  apd 
were  not  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  Temple 
till  after  fentence  was  pronounced.  It  was 
alfo  an  article  in  this  Decree,  that  the  Counfel 
ihould  take  an  oath  never  to  mention  any 
thing  they  heard  while  in  the  Temple." 

Pecrees  have  fometimes  been  propofed, 
and  meafures  have  been  adopted,  by  thef^ 
men,  of  fuch  a  deteftable  and  atrocious  na*^ 
tyre,  that  w?  are  ^ImoU  tempted  to  fuiped^ 

that 


diat  fome  individual  among  them  is  bribed 

* 

tp  fugged  and  perfuade  them  into  mea^ 

*• 

fures  v^hich  niuft  render  them  and  their 
caufe  for  ever  odious  s^^d  deteftable.  What 
could  the  enemies  of  civil  Ubert^  wiih  more, 
than  that  thofe  whoga}!  themfelves  her  friends 
ihould  ad  fo  as  to  (hock  comnion  decency^ 
and  revolt  ^1  the  feelings  of  humanity  ? 

This  abominable  decree  was  with  difil^ 
culty  heard  tothe^nd;  it  excited  thegreateft 
merles  of  difguO: ;  ther?  was  a  cry  from  all 
parts  of  the  AflTembly  to  ^nnul  the  decree, 
and  cenfure  thofe  who  made  it.  Robefpierr^ 
had  the  courage  to  face  this  ftorm  ;  he  de- 
clared th^t  he  was  convinced  that  a  very 
laudable  fpirit  had  dilated  the  decree, — 
^^  which/'  added  he,  **  is  perhaps  too  mild 
for  the  occafion/'  This  declaration  pro- 
duced violent  murmurs,  and  many  voices 
were  heard  e^fclaiming^ — ^**  Ifors  de  la  iri^ 

f  I  kqow,    refumed  he^  **  that  there  Is  a 

party 


party  in  this  Aflembly  for  faving  the  trai- 
tor ;  but  I  am  furprifed  that  thofe  y^ho 
fhew  fo  much  tendernefs  and  fympathy  for 
an  oppreflbr,  have  none  for  the  good  people 
vrhom  he  oppreflcd." 

This  gained  the  galleries  in  an  inftant, 
and  they  refounded  with  applaufe. 

Several  Members  however  put  the  inqui- 
fitorial  and  fhameful  Decree  of  the  Com- 
mune in  a  juft  light ;  and  conjured  the  Af- 
fembly,  in  the  name  of  decency,  humanityi 
and  juftice,to  annul  it;  which  was  carried. 

The  Convention  were  afterwards  in- 
formed, that  feveral  people  had  offered  to  be 
Counfel  for  the  King  ;  all  of  whom  he  had 
refufed  except- M.  Malefherbes  and  M.Tron- 
chet,  who  having  been  at  the  Temple  and 
admitted  into  the  King's  prefence,  on  the 

14th,  found  that  he  had  not  then  received 
^ny  of  the  papers  he  had  demanded. 

Monfieur  de  Lamoignon-Malelherbes  is  2^ 

jnan  of  an  amiable  and  refpedable  cha- 
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tader ;  of  diftinguifhed  fenfc,  probity,  an^ 
learning  j  of  one  of  the  chief  families  of 
what  is  called  The  Robe  in  France ;  he  is 
grandfon  of  the  Chancellor  Lamoignon, 
who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Bbileau,  Ra^ 
cine,  and  other  men  of  genius  in  the  reign 
of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth. 

The  prefent  Monfieur  de  Malefherbes  diC- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  towards  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Lewis  XV,  by  fome  very  eloquent 
and  courageous  remonftrarices  which  he  drew 
up  when  he  was  firft  Prefident  of  the  Cour 
^es  Aides  J  and  for  which  he  wasbanifhed. 

Iii  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Lewis 
XVL  he  fucceeded  Monfieur  de  St.  Flo- 
rentin  in  the  Miniftry  ;  but  afterwards,  for 
reafons  which  are  varioufly  ftatcd,  he  de- 
fired  and  obtained  leave  to  retire. 

This  refpe^able  man  is  feventy-two  years 
of  age;  his  generous  offer  to  be  Counfel 
lor  the  King  gains  him  the  applaufe  of  the 
public,  and^  forms  a  i:oatrafl  greatly  in  his 

favour 


(    S»6    ) 

fiivour  widi  the  cautious  condu&  of  M. 
Target,  which  has  been  condemned  by  all 
parties.  —  Even  the  fifhwomen  of  Paris 
marked  the  difference,  went  in  a  body  and 
hung  garlands  of  flowers  and  laurel  on  the 
gate  of  Monfieur  de  Maleiherbes,  atid  after* 
wards  proceeded  to  the  houfe  6f  Monfieur 
Target,  in  the  intention  to  infult  him  in  a 
manner  peculiar  to  themfelves.  Fortunately 
for  him,  he  was  advertifed  of  their  intention^' 
and  made  his  efcape. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifhed  that  all  the  Mem* 
bers  of  the  Convention  had  been  endowed 
with  equal  fentiments  of  juftice  with  thefe 
Poiflardcs*  The  difcrimination  difplayed 
on  this  occafion  is  a  proof  that  the  lowed 
inhabitants  of  Paris  are  not  devoid  of  fenti- 
ments of  generofity ;  and  that  if  they  Were 
acquainted  with  the  real  charader  of  the 
King,  the  fpirit  of  rancour  which  has  been 
perfidioufly  raifed  againft  him  wou'd  foon 
be  turned  againft  his  perfecutors« 

It 
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It  Will  not  be  improper  here  to  infert  aa 
anecdote  which  does  honour  to  the  heart  of 
this  unfortunate  Prince.  Two  Ck)mmi£» 
iioners  of  very  oppofite  difpofitions  were 
with  the  King  when  the  fhocUng  exhi- 
bition of  the  head  of  Madame  de  Lambaile 
was  made  under  his  windows^  on  the  third 
of  September.  One  of.  thofe  men  hearing 
the  noife,  and  recognifing  the  head,  had  the 
brutality  to  invite  the  King  to  come  to  the 
window,  and  he  would  fee  a  very  curious 
fight.  The  King  was  advancing  towards 
the  window,  when  the  other  ran  and  with- 
held  him,  faying,  the  fight  was  too  ihocking 
for  him  to  fupport. 

The  perfon  to  whom  the  King  after- 
wards related  thefe  circumftances,  aiked  thq 
names  of  the  two  Commiffioners.  The 
King  freely  told  him  the  name  of  the  latter, 
but  refufed  to  mention  that  of  the  former — 
•*  becaufe,"  faid  he,  "  it  can  do  him  np 
credit  at  any  timej  and  might  poffibly  at 

fome 
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fottit  future  period  bring  him  to'  trouble/* 
As  the  benevolence  of  the  King's  difpo-» 
fition  appeared  through  the  whole  of  his 
reign,  his  enemies  have  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal  ind  tnifreprcfent  every  drcumftance  of 
this  kind.  But  notwithftanding  all  the  pains 
they  hiave  takeri^  fo  many  proofs  of  hii  can- 
dour, moderation  and  integrity  were  known, 
that  thofe  who  wifhed  his  deith  were  in 
conftant  dread  of  a  return  of  humanity  and 

m 

affection  in  the  hearts  of  the  peoplfe  towards 
him  ;  and  therefore  were  at  great  psubs  to 
fill  the  tribunes  with,  perfons  hired  to  make 
an  outcry  againft  him :  and  they  were  fo 
apprehenfive  on  this  fubjeft.  as  to  fufpe<3: 
thofe  very  agents  of  relenting. 

When  the  King  was  indifpofed  in  the 
month  of  November,  and  the  phyfician  Le- 
jnonier  ordered  to  vifit  him,  Ibrtie  fymptoms 
of  concern  were  manifefted  by  the  people, 
which  alarmed  the  King's  enemies  greatly. 
It  was  reported  and  believed  for  one  day, 

that 
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ft 

tKat  he  was  dead ;  1  myfelf  heard  it  inli- 
huated  m  a  pretty  large  company  that  he 
^as  murdered  ;  one  perfon  exclaimed  with 
indignation — ^**  Les  fcelerats  Toot  empoi-* 
fonn6»r 

The  King*8  appearance  in  the  Conven- 
tion, the  dignified  refignation  of  his  manner, 
the  admirable  promptitude  and  candour  of 
his  anfwers,  made  fuch  an  evident  imprefHoa 
on  fome  of  the  audience  in  the  galleries, 
that  a  determlacd  enemy  of  Royalty,  who 
had  his  eye  upon  them,  declared  that  he 
Was  afraid  of  hearing  the  dry  of  Vive  le  Roi ! 
iflue  from  the  tribunes ;  and  added,  that  if 
the  King  had  remained  ten  minutes  longer 
in  their  fight,  he  was  convinced  it  would 
have  happened :  for  which  reafon  he  was 
vehemently  slgalnft  his  being  brought  to  tlie 
bar  a  fecond  time* 

The  Commiffioners  who  do  duty  at  the 
Temple  were  cienfured  for  dpwlng  up  their 

•  The  villains  have  polfilKid  liim  !    • 

vol!  ii,  ^  M  m  tpporta 


•„ 
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reports  fo  as  to  excite  compaffi«n,  and  were 
required  to  avoid  this  for  the  future.  The 
thing  was  impollible,  unlefs  they  hiid  been 
permitted  to  falfify ;  for  a  bare  relation  of 
the  fads,  in  the  coldeft  language,  muft  have 
produced  the  efFeft  they  wifhed  to  prevent. 

Terror  has  aded  a  principal  part  fince  the 
beginning  of  this  Revolution — ^Terror  firft 
produced  the  emigrations,  to  v^^hich  a  great 
proportion  of  the  mileries  which  France  h^ 
fufFered  are  owing — Terror  produced  that 
Ihameful  paflivenefs  in  the  inhabitautg  of 
Paris  and  Verfailles  during  the  maflafcres  — 
Terror  prevented  fympathy  from  appearing 
iu  the  faces  of  many  who  felt  it  -in  their 
hearts  for  the  unfortunate  monarch,  during 
this  procefs,  and  Terror  at  laft  pronounced 
the  fentence  of  his  death. 

Befides  the  means  already  mentioned,  of 
inflaming  the  populace  by  pamphlets  and 
hand-bills,  men  were  hired  to  mix  with  .the 
groups,  in  the  Palais  Royal,  and  pn  the 

•  /     terrace 


« 
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terrace  of  thtf  Feuillans,  to  harangue  on  the 
iieceflity  of*  condemning  the  King  without 

.  farther  form  of  procefs :  and  fbme  of  thefe 
men  weqt  the  length  of  aflcrting,  that  if  the 
Convention  did  not,  the  people  would  take 
that  bufinefs  on  themfelves,«anxl  afterwards 
execi^je  the» fame  ju (lice  on  all  the  Deputies    * 

•vrhb  fhould  vote  for  faving  him*   •      •   * 

AH  (hofe  inhjiman   manoeuvres   did  dot 
•    •     .         /.  *  •  •  • 

prevent  its  beii\g  ftrongly  dated  by  fome    . 

membfers  in -the   Convention,   that  i^  the  , 
•    ••  *         ♦    .  • 

King's 'counfel  we»e  not  allowed  fufEcient 
•time  to  prepare  his  defeiKc,  the  decree  by 
which  counTel   was  granted  to   him  would^, 
be   confidered  as  an  infult,  and  the  trial  a 
mockery. -r-It  was  alfd  boldly  aflerteil  by  9 he 
member,  that  "  if  rancour  and  mean  felfifh    * 
"  views  had  not  hardengd  the  hearts  of  fome 
"  prefent,  fo  plain  and  obvious  a  piece   of 
'^•juftice  never  would  have  afforded  a  mo- 
•*  ment's  debate/'—'*^  It  has  been  faid,'*  added 
another,  *^  that  there  are  RoyaUfls  in  the 

%    M  m  2  "  Convention* 


••  Convention.   So  there  are  y  but  they  con- 

"  fift  of  thofe  who  pufh  on  the  procefs  with 

•*  royal  fury  and  precipitation — men  who 

•  **  are  t>of  for  tryirtg  but  butchering  Lewis 

**  XVI,    and    thereby    gratifying    all    t&c 

**  princes  at  war  with  the   Republic,  •by 

,.    •*  raifing    a    general   indignation   all  over 

•'  EuropCi  at  the  maniTeft  cruelty  and*  iiyuf- 

•*  lice  of'a  Republican  Aflembly,"  '  ' 

TKefe'  remonftrahces  feem  to  hav^e  hiid 

foAq  eHeft ;  for  it  was  decreed,^ that  th^  King ' 

'fliould  be  aJlowetl  till  the  26th  of  5)q;^mber 

.  \        to  prepare  his  defence.'  •  , 

•  '  *  *^ 

It  was  alfo  propofed,  that  dUriQg  this  iQ- 

terval  ^the  King  fhouid  have  a  free  inter- 

courfe  with  his  family* — This  was  no  fooncr 

,    mentioned  than  it  \y:as  ^(Tented  to  by  the  ex« 

clamations  of.a  great  majority  of  the  Aflem- 

bly.     "  You   may  decree  this   as  much  as 

•     •  • 

you  pleafe,"  cried  Tallienj  **  but  if  the  Mu- 

nicijpality^  do  not  chop^^  it,  he  will  be  al- 

loWCd  to  fee  none  of  them.' 

*   •  Here 


•  • 


* 


• 

»    « 
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Here  this  man^s  malice  carried  him  fdt^ 
ther  than  his  accomplices  approved  ;  it  was 
moved  that  he  ihould  be  cenfured^  an4  that       *^ 
the  cenfure  fhould  be  inferted  in  the  verbal  * 
procefs  :  he  attempted   to  avert  this  by  ji 
filfy:  explanation,  which  jfroved  inefFc£tuai. 

The  Aflembly  feemed   pretty   generally 
difpefed  to  allow  a  i^rce  communication  be- 
tween  the  |Cing  and  •all  his "  fafniiy^,  when 
Reubell  aflerted,  that  it  would  be  highly 
improper  to  allow  him  any  communication 
with  th«  Queen  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth, . 
who   were   involved  in  th4  accufation,  as 
there  was  reafon  to  believe  they  had  fent 
their  diamonds  to  thdr  brothers,  to  help 
them  to  make  war  on  the  natioq.     On  this 
defpicable  pretext  the  King  was  allowed  to 
have  intercourfe  with  his  children  only,  and    * 
they  were  ordered  to  be  kept  feparate  from 
their  mother  and  aunt  till  the  end  of  the 
procefs,  ♦ 

If  had  been  obferved,  that  very  few  of  ' 

M  m  3  the 
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Ifcc  real  Bourgeoifie  of  Paris  could  of  late  get 

;  ^accefs  to  the  tribunes,  the  places  being  pre- 

occupied  by  a  'fet  of  hired  vagabonds,  gene- 

rally  the  fame  every  day  :  fo  that  wharf  the 

other  departments  complain  of  being  under 

the  controul  of  the  fingle  city  of  Paris,  they 

do  not  ftate  the  grievance  in  its  full  mag- 

«itude.     All  the  departments  of  Franct,  in- 

eluding  that  of  Paris,  are,  in  reality,  often 

obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  cUmorous  tyranny 

of  a  fet  of  hired  ruffians  in  the  tribunes,. 

who  ufurp  the  name  and  fundiorts  of  the 

Peuple  Souverain,  and,fecretly  directed  hj  a 

few  demagogues,  govern  this  unhappy  nation. 

To  remedy  this,  Manuel  propofed,  that 

a  certain    number  bf  tickets   of  admiffion 

{hould  be  fent  every  day  to  the  le<5lions  to 

be   diftributed   among  the  real    citizens, — 

As  this  plan  wOuld  have  prevented   certain 

manceuvres  of  the  Mountain,  that  fadion 

» 

oppofed   it  with  great  violence ;  the  people  , 

in  the  galleries  thundered  againft  it ;  fomc 

of 
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of  them  called  out,  "  A  TAbbaye  ManuQ^  a. 
TAbbaye  Tariftocrate  Manuel !"  Legcndre, 
the  butcher,  propofed,  that  it  fhould  be  de- 
ccped,  that  Manuel  had  Icrft  his  fenfes. — This 
fally,  the  finefle  of  which  will  not  be  ap- 
parent to  all  the  world#  was  thought  exqui- 
fite  by  the  people  in  the  tribunes.  When 
they  had  done  with  their  applaufe,  Manuel 
returned  his  thanks  to  Lcgendre,  for  not 
having  moved  that  it  fhould  be  decreed  that  ' 
he  was  an  ox  ;  becaufe,  if  that  had  pafTed, 
Legendre  might  have  thought  he  had  9, 
right  to  flaughter  him. 

Monfieur  Defeize  was  added  to  Meflrs, 
de  Malefherbes  and  Tronchet,  as  a  counfel 
for  the  King :  the  bufmefs  they  had  to  go 
through  was  too  laborious  for  two  perfons 
only,  and  the  time  allowed  ftill  too  fhort. 

From  the  report  of  one  of  the  Cpmmiflion- 
ers  we  learn  the  following  particulars,  which, 
though  minute,  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  cha- 
rafter   of  the  King : — The  Commiffioners, 

M  m  4  '  who 


who  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the  Temple, 
havings  according  to  cuftom,  drawn  lots  for 
their  differeat  pofts,  that  of  the  King's  apart- 
ment fell  to  a  M\  Gubieres,  who,  with  ano^ 
ther  CommUEoner/ was  introduced  at  eleven 
at  night,  the  King  being  then  afleep.  He  rofc 
as  ufual  at  feyep,  and  took  ^  book,  which 
they  afterwards  found  was  a  breviary; — 
breakfafl  was  brought  at  nine^  but  tlie  King 
rjeFufed  to  eat  becaufe  it  was  the  faft  of  Lc 

■ 

X^atre  Terns. — Hefpentfome  time  in  prayer, 
'and   afterwards   aiked   CiAieres  about  the 
health  of  theQueen  and  his  fifter. — He  walk- 
ic4  mufing  through  the  room;  and  then,  raid- 
ing his  eyes  to  Heaven,  **  This  day  (fald  he) 
my  daughter  is  fourteen  years  of  age.**   The 
unhappy  Prince  repeated  the  fame  exprefiion 
after  a  paufe,  during  which  the  tears  flowed 
•  frcm  his  eyes,  and  he  was  greatly  agitated. 
Monfieur  de  Maleflierbes  and  the  other 
two  counfel   carne^  and  he  pafled  moft  of 
|hat  ^^y  and  the  next  with  them,  and  with 

fcu^ 


•   .*  • 


/♦ 


•     • 


.•     t  .       •        •     • 

; ;  •  •  • 


•  V  • 
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•  four  *dqputic8  froifl  the  Convention,  Vfhh  f 
came  with  .papers  relative  to  his  trial. «  * 

Oner  of  theHHommiffioners  •Cild  fc  Ma-  •    '  ^ 
leCherbes,  in  2I  cohverfatioh  apsTrt^Aat  he  was  #       •    ,  ' 
furprifed  to  -obferve  tfiat  he  gave  the  Moni-       * 

.  teur  aad  other  Journals  to  Lewis,  becaule*  '  *♦• 

he  would  by  it  become  acquainted  whh  many   ^         li 
things  very  difagreeable^  and  particularly  to     • 
what  a  degree  thf  peogle  were  prejudiced 

'  againft  him*  Monf.  Malefhcrbes  replied, that  \ 

the  King  (for  Be  perfifted  in  calling  him  tlie    •  * 

King)  was  of  ^  ft  r6ng  charader,  and  behefd  #  .   « 

•  his  misfortunes  with  magnanimity. 

The  Commlffioner  hinted  to  M.  de  Male-   •        * 

« 

fherbes,  that,  by  the  free  admiflion  he  had    •     • 

•  ■ 

to  the  King,  he  might,  if  ^he  were  nx)t  ^n 
honeft  man,  furnifh  hita  with  goifon.* 

"  If  I  fhoutd,*'  replied  M.  de  Malefhcrbes, 
**  the  King  is  too  fincerc  a  chriftian  to  make 
life  of  it."  .      •     .  *..    •• 

The  rcfolution  of  the  Convention  to  try 
tjic  King  and  to  be  themfelves  his  judges, 

aftoniflied 


••> 


•  •  •  •  *    •     •  *  •       •  • 

•    •  #     •  •  • 


• 

•  M 


t* 


•. 


t  ^ftdhlfhed  Europe,  and  was,  heard  with  for- 

#  *     *  *  * 

•  row  and  iadigiutioa  by  theun^rfunrUejia* 
•■       •••  ♦••^  .'' 

*    •  iiv«s*bf  France,  whom  liio»  violenee  of  the 

^  late  meafi^es;  or  tne  ^  fears  of  a^aflln^don, 
Jxad  drivea  ficom  their  coauti7«  # 

•■    Some  ot  thenJi  diftiqluilli^d  for  ..their  t*- 

•  •  •  #  ' 
lehts  ay  well  as  for  the  offices  they  had  Yield 

•  ^       . .    •  •  •  .    •.  •  * 

,      in  their  own  country,  were  in  Esglaad  at 

this  intereftin^  period,  aijd  fhewed  a  ilrong 
d^ure  of  doing  every  thijig  in  their  pfower,* 

w 

•  'ift  juftificatioa  of  a  prince  'of  whole  inno^ 
•  •  •         ■ 

ieijce  they  all  feemed  fully  eonVigiced. 

*M.  Louis  de  Narbonnei  who  had  been. 
^  Minifter  of  War  when  the  hoftilities  b6gan 
between  France  and  ^he  Emperor^  and  |rom 
that'clrcumftance  was  i^nabled  to  throw 
.great  light  on  the  fubjed,  'wrote  to  the  Pre- 
fiident  of  the  Convention,  offering  to  appear 
at  \he  bar  as  one  of  the  defenders  of  the 
King,  provided  •  a  protedion  was  fent  lo 
make  it:  fafe^  for  him  to  pafs  and  repafs 
throngh  Franjce.  The  Convention  paflfed 
I  to 


^  •  •     • ;  •  :  •  •     ;   •  • 


•  •  •    *    T«  *    • 


•    •  .  • 


•  •  . .    ••  • .   •        ' 

•      to  tjie  order  of  the  (Jay  •o»  this  rogueit,  wlth<»  <   * 
^  ouf  even^llpwihg  the  reafons  <^tich  M.  d£    "  • 
Narbonne  £ave,fdF  ifs  j^ciiKar  projJriity    *  ..  • 

•     M%  dh  •^JSAonne  then  drefW  ^Jp  a  decl&ra-     •    • 
tioii  in  fuftificatioy  of  his  Sovej^igh,  ^whict  •' 

he  tranfmifted  to  Maflrs,  Troqphefc  and^a\  '  • 

^      l^fh^rUes :  from  the  laft«  he  received  the^fol-  • 

lowiog'fctter :    '  ,  .    V  *  ♦  '    •  • 

#  *  *  A    ■ 

•  . .    •  •  •  . . 

•  ^  ••  *'  Tai  re^u,  Mqpfieur,  votrc  lettre  et  la . 
»  •  •       •  ^  ^  • 

declaration  de  vo^fentlmens.  '  . 


t 


•  •  .. 


'  ^^  Vous  ne»  me  mandez  pas  'qud  ufage 
•vous.  vbulez*  que  j  en  faffe.     Si  c'eft  de  la 

faire»imprimer^  ce^e;peut  pas  ^trp  moi/jui  t 

• 

'in'en  cKarge,  pajrce  q>i'etant  le  confeU  de . 

•        •**  .»  •* 

celui  quf  fnt  mt)n  Roi,  je  ne  petix  faire  au-    . 

cune  d-marche  qui  ne  foit  regardee  comnie 

faite  par  lui.     Au  refte,  totre  declaration  ne 

peut  avoir  aucune  influence  fur  le  jugcment 

de  la  Convention  Nationale^  parce  que  a 

Theure 


•    ^  V   r;«"^   ^       ••  • 

•  ^  I*heufe"oukyous«cfi8,,oBt)r©ce^tfauj'jigei      • 

♦      ment. "      ,  •  • .   ^  •         •      ^ 

*  *•  ,    .  \   ••"-Iljkrf  ()^1%  que,4e  JugemcBf'qu'oft 

•eftjfira,  efttrvac  \iuc  'autre  difcuflk|i  ea  or^r . 
«    t     feoce  de  la  dkuoo.    ^Ce  fers  jtarg^^vQus  cTq  * 
T6i^*(i  woijlr  croyez    rfevSir   feire*  pjau-aitifc  • 

Vo'ttte  dcckfation  ea  fayeui*du*]^us  mjilkeit-, 

•  f  •  •*•,/•••' 

»  Kaz  ^  do  plus  veK^cuit  fefi  homonx/  • 

.  )a  hafion,  je  fuis  tr^  dtiftrj^i^e^  la  foutenir  ^   * 
aufli  publiquement  quelle  'pourrai,  quand^  • 
,  •    xnfeme  on  pronpnceralt.qiie  je  tie  (uU  plus  W 

4^fenfeui?  ^cgtl  de^l  innocent^  •. 

•        '  Dans  cc  cas'-la,  tMonfieur,  ^e  vdu%^  pre- 

•  vicns  qu^* je  me  fcrviraL^de  plufieurs  asticlos 
de  votre  lettre  fans  pretendr^  qi£  J^s  a(>pr(>« 

•  ^     pricrj  paroe  qui!  >ie  me  fe»it*paS*poflible 
^e  rendre  audi   bien   que  vous,   plufieurs 

•  granges  yeritcs,  qu'ilfera  important  d?  mc|- 

•  * 
tre  fous  les  yeux  de  la  nation. 

•  ^^  Miiis  ia  plus  grande  panic  de  votre  de- 

7  .  clarat;ion 


• 


.  •  • 


% 


•  • 


clar^ition  coiiiOHi'c  dVs  faits  qui  vous  feht   '     •*       ' ' 
•  ••••♦•••     •  •       /••.     •   •    ^.     •     •        * 

#  peffonn^s,»  et  que  voue  feul  avez  drtit  (Je  4  '     * 

.certlfip         ^     ^    ^      /^    .      •..     •^  ..  •       ^,. 


.  .  ♦  «  A  NfbnrieuVLowb^e   '  *  ■  *'  ^  "•  /     '  *  * 

••         ♦  *  •       **^'  •*• 

Narbonne,^ncieniMin^ftre  .     .    *  .  *•     ^  .    • 

*«de  M  ©utrre^de  France,  a      #:  •* 

.  •  .'t  •  .    •  •••        •  • 

.  •Ldadres."  ^  ••.    .  ^  ••.•-• 


•  I  ha^  rcceWcd  your  letter,  anclrthc*dBdaratTon  of 
,  "your  •fenthnent^T    You  do  not  inform  m^  what  ufc* 

•  you  wifli  x%  ht  macl»  of  thenl.    If  you  dcfitt;  to  have  * 

•  them  printed,  I  am.  not  tl^  perfoh  who  can  tike  upoca 
4iie  to  do  i{  ;*beQiufe,<being  one  of  his^ounfet  who  was 
my  King,  whatever  I  dd  will  be  confidered'  as  dane  ^ 
faun/  Befid^  your  declaration  can  have^  no  .inilacncc 
on  the  deciriOn  of  the  National  Conventiou',  becaurej-at 

,  the  ycry  time  I  am  writings  they  arc  proceeding  to 
jiutgrneut. 

It  is  poflible  that* the  fentence  they  will  jprououtice 
tnvj  occafion  another  difcuflion  in  prcfence  of  the  whole 
nation.  You*wrll  then  confidcr  whether  it  will  be  pro- 
per for  you  to  publifh  your  dedaratioo  in  fatour  of  the 
mod  unfortunate  and  mod  virtuous  of  men.  As* for 
my  part,  if  the^caufe  (hall  be  brought  before  tKe  nation, 
I  am  refolved  to  fupport  it  as  publicly  as  I  can,  even 
'  althpugh  they  diouUl  decide  that  I  am  no  longer  the  le- 
gal defender  of  the  innocent.  «       *   . 


. » 


W  4  •         . 


•    t 


•      •         •  •       • 


!&.•  d^*Narbofiqe  yrptcr  t^e^foHowing 

•       '         •■  anfv^A^to.M.  M^lefl^er^es :         •   • 
t  •    .       •       ••  ,^  ;      • 

•  '  ••  *    tf^n^'aniiongant,  Moniieur,  qjae«  vous  • 

^«  •         avti  re^u  .la^a(&tlar^ion^ue  j^ai  ^u  r 

•     ncur  de  vous^ddr^fler^nrWs  femblez  defif  A 

*  ••*  quftje  Y0U8  indique  Fufage  que  ^e  fouhaite 

*  ••*•  ..-*  •        •.«?••• 

•  ^  qui  en  ,foit  Aile.  •  Permettez-moi  dft  iji'eir  • 

.  Happ^jt^r  {\fi  2ela  a  Voire  courageufe  vertu,  *  < 
it  fovez  fur  qite  j'aupprcndFai*  ayec  won-*'^ 

noiflance  lodt  tt  qui  ijpra  &it  par  voas.     Au 

•  *  •       ^     «       • 

.  *  monteot«du  jfkgemeot  de  c^lui  qtie  Je  choi«  ^ 
firois  avec  orgueil  et/avec  trap fport. pour • 
inoni  roi,  je  fis  propofer  aux.  miaiilres  Fran- 

.   cois,  a&ueliement  en  Angleterre,  de  fe  ren- 

•  *      •  •      • 

dre  fur  je  champ  h.  Paris,  pour  nousratiger 

autour  de.  notrg  malheureux  monarque.    IW 

la  that  cafe,  I  (hall  avail  myfelf  of  feveral  articles  in 
your  letter,  without  alteration,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  mf 
power  to  exprefs  fo  well  as  you  have  done,  certain  great 
tru^s,  which  it  will  be  of  importance  to  lay  before  the 

nation.    . 

But  the  greateft  part  of  your  declaration  confifts  of 

fa£\s  perfonal  to  yourfelf,  and  which  you  alone  have  the 

,    right  to  certify. ,  , 

(Signed)  '  Maleshekbes.  * 

crurent  * 


« 


• 


•         •  • 
•       /       ^                               •  •  •    • 

#    •  •  •  • 

.  • .  .  . 


cruKftt'voij.dantf  cette,  demarche,  des  incon- 

veniens    pour  fa  cttufej  ils  en  trouvcrenfr  * 

egakmenf  a  ecrire  utiejettrc  fign^e^de  no^s    • 

•  tous,  .pour  demanckr  un  faufT^onduic  qiii 

noas  *mit  a  me  me  *  de  .reclamer  toute   notr^ 
•  • 

refponfabHite.     Je   fus  ^eduit  a  faire  feul 

cette   d-marche,  et   ma  leltre  tie  fut  pas 

.  itieme  lue  par  ri^flemblee.  •  II  ne  m'eit  danV 

reftedeinpyerrd'acquitt^r  cette  dette  de  ma 

confcience,  que  par  la  declaration  a  laqualle 

Yous  daiguez  donner  quelque  eloge. 

■» 
"  Ah  !  c'eft  Yous,  Monfieur.  ct  vos  re- 

fpeftahles  collegues,  qui  les  meritez  tbutcs, 

**  Un  de  mes  amis,  Monfieur  d'Arblay*, 

retire  ay ec  moi  a  la  campagne,  a  cru  que  la 

■  ^ 

depofition  qu'il  vous  a  enYoyee,  pourroit 

fetre  de  quelque  utilit6  dans  une  difcuflion  ; 

il  fe  joint  a  moi  pour  vous  exprimer  leg 

mSmes  fentimens. 

"  J*ai  rhonneur,  &c.  &c. 

(Signe)  L.  de  NARBQNKEf /* 

•      *  *  •       •  .     r 

♦This  is  the  fame  gallant  officer  of  whom  mention  is    . 
made  voL  i.  p.  233.'  *  ^    • 

f  In  informing  me  that  you  have  rcceiycd  the  dccla- 
•  *•  •  rati6ri* 


'•• 


• .  •'  • 


I  .  • 


(  •444'). 
.♦ 

'  •M.-'de  Narbonne  aftcmards  received  Ae 
letter  which  follows :     \ 

/  "  Votre  lettfe  du   10  Janvier  m'cft  ar*  ^ 


Wion  vhicKI  had  the  hdndur  to  fetid  to*  you,  y6tt 
fcem  tp  dcfire  that  I  ihcjild  acquaint  you  ^th  the.  ufc 
i  wifli  tcr  bcVnade  of  it^     A^ow  me  to  leave  it  entirely 
to  your  intrepid  virtue,  and  be  perfuaded  that- 1  fliall 
'gratefully  approve  o£»what  you  think  moft  proper* 
.    At  the  moment' of  the  trial  of  him,  whom  with  pride 
and  tranfport  I  would  dioofe  for  my  King,- 1  fent  a  pro- 
pofal  t#  the  .French  Minifters,  who'arc  lit  prefcnt  in 
England,  that  we  fliould  immediately  fct  out  for  Paris, 
and'take  our  (land  by  the  fide  of  our  unfortunate  Kixig- 
Th6y  thought  fuch  a  meafure  would  be  prejudicial  to 
his  csmle,  and  thought  it  would  be  equally  fo,  to  write  a 
letter  figned  by  us  all,  demanding  a  fafe-condudl,  which 
iliould  enable  us  to  challenge  the  refponlibiKty  of  our 
rcfpcflivc  offices  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention.    I  was 
obliged  to  adopt  this  meafure  alone,  but  my  lettcv  was 
not  fo  much  as  read  in  the  Aflembly ;  and  no  other  meaits 
remained  for  me  by  which  I  could  fatisfy  my  confcience, 
but  the  declaration  on  which  you  are  pleafed  to  b^flow 
fome  commendation.    It  is  to  you  and  your  refpe£labTc 
colleagues  that  every  praife  is  due.     M.  d'Aiblayy  one 
of  my  friends,  who  lives  with  me  in.  the  country, 
th'Aiks  that  the  depofition  vhich  he  fends  nftay  be  of 
fervice-,  he  joins  me  in    fcxpreffing  Ae  fame    fcnti- 
jncnts.       *.        .  .      . 

I  have*  the  honour  to  bow  &c. 
•  •  • 

rivcc> 


>  • 


« • 


•    ■ 


(    545    ) 

*  ♦        -      •  *  •  • 

iivicj  Monfieur,  a  la  cftmpagne  ou  je  fuis 

retir^  depuis^  reVenement. 

*^  Vous  favcz  fiarement  que  la  declaration 
de  voa  fentimen^  que  vous  m'avez  envoy^c 
manufcrite  a  ete  iinprimee«  Je  ne  fais  pas 
fur  quelle  copie  a  et6  faite  cette  impreflioQ ; 

■ 

je  IX  Y  ai  eu  aucuqe  part.  Le  feul  ufage 
que  j'ai  fait  de  votre  lettre,  et  de  la  decla- 
ration  qui  y  etait  jointe^  a  ete  de  les  lire  a 

* 

.  celui  que  cela  intereffait.  II  en  fut  touch6| 
et  meme  attendri :  il  me  recommanda  de  ne 
les  pas  publier  par  la  craint^  de  vous  com-* 
promettre;  car  il  a  eu,  fur  cela,  les  attentions 

.  les  plus  fcrupuleufes  jufqu*au  dernier  foupin 
L^original  fut  remis  par  lui  k  un  de  mes  col- 
legues,  qui  defira  de  Tavoir  pour  le  relire  a 
t&te  repofee  j  et  il  m'a  affur^  qu'il  n*eft  pas 
forti  de  fes  mains* 

"  JVi  Thonneur,  Monfieur,  de  vous  af- 
furer  de  tout  mon  attachement. 

(Sign^)         **  Malesherbes*.'* 

ft 

.    ♦  Your  letter  of  thc^ioth  of  January  I  received  in  the 
country,  ^here  I  have  been.cYcr  fiocc  fhe  fvent* 
.  VOL.  lU  N  n  You 
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•  Le  Camte  de  Laljy-Tolendal  had  as  ththf 
ds  the  fifth  of  November  addrefTed  a  letter  to 
the  Convention 9  requeuing  to  be  permitted 
to  plead  the  caufe  qf  4he  King  at  their  bar^ 
on  which  thejr  alfo  pafled  to  the  order  of  the 
day  :  and  hearing  afterwards  that  M.  Target 
had  declined  to  aflifl  Monfieur  de  Male* 
flierbes  in  that  honourable  talk,  he  repeated 
his  requeft  to  the  Convention ;  bpt  before 

this  fecond  application  arrived*  the  alTo- 
ciates  of  Monfieur  de  Malefherbes  were  al- 
ready appointed. 

Monfifeur  de  Lally,  however,  while  he  had 

the  expectation  that  his  offer  would^  be  ac-  * 

• 

You  know  undoubtedly  that  the  declaration  which 
you  font  mc  iit  manufcript  has  been  prhited^  I  am  ig- 
norant from  what  copy  this  has  been  done ;  I  had  n# 
hand  in  it.  The  only  ufc  I  made  of  your  letter,  and  of 
the  declaration  which  came  with  it>  was  to  read  them  to 
the  pcrfon  whom  they  moit  concerned.  He  was  very 
much  afFc£ted ;  he  deflred  me  not  to  publifli  them,  left 
it  fliould  bring  you  to  trouble ;  for  on  that  head  he  ob- 
ferved  the  moft  fcrupuious  attention  until  his  laft  mo* 
ment.  The  original  was-delivered  by  him  to  one  of  my 
colleagues,  who  wiflied  to  read  it  in  more  tranquillity. 
He  aflured  me  that  it  never  was  out  of  his  pofleflion. 
I  have  the  honour.  &c»  ^  « 

'  ceptedy 
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tq>ted^  had  prepared  a  Very  eloquent  defence 
of  the  King  in  <he  form  of  an  addrefs  t6 
the  Convention^  which  he  publiflied  during 
the  procefs. 

M.  CazaleSy  who  had  been  a  Member  of 
the  Conftituent  Aflembly,  was  at  that  time 
in  London.  This  gentleman  wrote  a  letter 
to  Lewis  XVI.  requefting^  in  cafe  he  Ihould 

fo  far  Acknowledge  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the 

* 

Convention  as  to  make  a  defence   before 

« 

their  tribunal,  that  he  would  dhoofe  him  for 
his  advocate.     M,  Cazales  Urges  fom^  par-*, 
ticular '  reafons  for  this  requeft,  tljat  feem 
equally  juft  and  generous. 
'    He  addrefled  the  Prefident  of  the  Con* 

vcntion,  that  he  might  be  allowed  a  fafe-con- 
du£t  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  honour* 
able  talk  which  he  had  folicited,  and  was  in 
hopes  bf  obtaining  leave  to  execute ;  adding, 
that  he  did  not  make  this  requeft  in  the  ex* 
peAation  of  having  his  name  effaced  from 
the  lift  of  emigrants,  for  he  gloried  in  parti* 

N  n  2  cipating; 


.♦ 


■ 
cipat'mg  th^ir  political  opinkme'  andr  thdi 

misfortunes*  • 

M»  Cazales  enclofed  both  thefe  lettws  in 
one  to  Petion,  the  Mayor  of  Paris  ;  begging 
him,  'aftei:  ^e  'had  rtad  thmx%  to  deliver  the 
one  to  the  King  and  the  other  to  the  Pre* 
fident  of  the  Convrotion,  atld  requdlUog  ad 
ahfwer  aS  foqn  is  poflible  frofli  Petioif. 

This  propofal  of  M.  C&ziles  Was  treated 
with  the  fame  n^le&  with  the  others.  The 
Convention  paiTed-  to  the  or'ddr  of  the  day 
when  it  was  laid  before  them. 

It  wi]l,  no  doubt,  be  thought  extraordi* 
nary  that  the  Convention  fhould  have  made 
the  fmalleft  difficulty  in  admitting  kny  body 
as  the  defender  of  the  Kitig  whp  was  agree- 
able to  him ;  but  what  is  much  more  extra- 
ordinary, and  muil  be  confidered  as  a  piece 
of  ilriking  injuftice,waSy  to  intercept  papezs 
intended  for  his  j unification  from  reaching 
hiqi^or  ihofe  who  were  charged  with  jhis  de? 
fence.  Yet  this  injuflice^flrikiAg  as  |t'£^mS| 

was 
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.  WHS  certainly  exercifed  towards  this  unfor- 
tunate Pwncc* 

M.  Bertrahd  de  Moleville,  late  Minift^r 

^of  tht  Marine,  was  obliged  to  conceal  him- . 

felf,  and  afterwards  to  fly  to  England,  ia  coir- 

iiequfcnce  of  a  decree  of  accufation  ifiued  on 

^thc  J  6th  of  Auguft  againft  all  the  late  Mi- 

nifters  *. 

Being  at  London  when  the  King's  pro- 

.  ..cefs  began,  and  in  poffeflion  of  fafts  whicli 

,he  thought  might  be  of  ufe  for  his  juftifi- 

^  .cation,  he  tra^fraitt«i  .them  with  the  proofs 

•  to  the  Minifter  of  Juftice,  requiring  that 
they  might  be  deliviarcd  to  the  King. 

•  Afterwards,  under  cover  to  the  fame  Mi- 
nifter^ he  addrefled  a  packet  of  papers  to  M, 

*  This  decree  was  inftantly  agreed  to,  on  reading  in 
the  Aflembly  the  note  mentioned  in  Vol.  I.  page'ayS* 
M.  de  Bertrand  was  not  acquainted  either  with  M.  Bar- 
navfe  01*  M.  Lamethj  he  knew  nothing  of  the  note, 
wi>ich  l>efide8  was  in  itf^If  of  no  ioipoirtance.  Yet  it  |S 
evident,  from  what  has  fince  happened,  that  he  has  had 
•^  juil  notion  of  the  difpofition  of  thofe  he  had  to  deal 
"With^  su}d  a£ledTery  wifely  in  taking  refuge  iaEngland. 

N  n  3  dc  ^a- 


• 


de  Malefherbes,  infcribed  Pieces  four  la  Jufi 
tification  de  Louis  XVI.  and  he  wrote  at  tKc 
fame  tiine  to  M.  de  'Malefherbcs,  informing 
him  of  the  two  parcels  which  had  been 
fent. 

Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  fadred 
than  this  depofit  in  the  hands  of  a  Minifter 
of  Tuflice. 

One  of  the  abufes  complained  of  in  the 
ancient  government  was,  that  the  papeis 
fcnt  to  prifoners  neceflary  for  their  defence, 
t^ere  fometimes*  intercepted,  and  not  deli* 
vered  to  them  in  time;  the  Conftituent 
AlTembly  therefore  had  decreed,  that  accufed 
perfons  fhould  freely  receive .  all  papers  or' 
jnemoriais  for  Itheir  defence  widiin  the  fpace ' 
of  twenty- four  hours. 

M.  de  Bertrand  muft  have  been  greatly 
furprifed  and  (hocked  when  he  received  the 
folk)wiog  letter  from  M.  de  Malefherbes : 

■ 

Paris^  le  31  Oflobre,  1702* 

^^  Le  Miniflre  de  I0  Juftice  a  re9u  un  pa^ 
*  quct 


f  • 

quct  dc  M,  de  Bertrand  pour  etre  remis  i 
^  Louis  XVI.  et  confenant  des  pieces  pour  fa 
juftifipation, 

**  Le  Miniftre  n'ayant  point* de  commu-     • 
nication  avec  lejprifonnier^a  envoye  ce  pa- 
qwt  ^  la  Convention  Naiionalc, 

"  Le  meme  ^iliniftre  a  re^u  une  lettre  de- 

puis  du  m^me  M.  Bertrand)  adrefle^  a  moi^  • 
et  il  y  avoit  fur  TadrefTe,  Pieces^pour  la  Jufti- 
ficatioa  de  Lpuis  XVI,  Ces  mots  put  fait 
pcnfer  au  Miniftre  qu'il  etoit  audi  oblige  de 
renvoyer  ce  paquet  devant  la  Convention 
Nationale.  C'eft  ce  que  ce  Miniftre  m'a  dlt 
quand  j*ai  etc  le  reclarner. 

V  J*ai  fq  que  ces  deux  paquets  avoient  et<; 
rcnvoy^s  pay  ]a  Convention  a  un  comite; 
j'ai  ^te  a  ce  comite  pour  rdclan^er  au  noin 
de  celui  dont  je  fuis  le  dcfenfeur,  le  paquet 
qui  eft  poi^r  lui,  et  en  mon  nom  celui  qui  efl; 
pour  mou     J'ai  vu  que  les  paquets  avoient 

»  « 

^t J  ouverts  :  il  y  avoit  des  pieces  imprimces^ 
ft  dans  un  des  paquets,  qui  n*eft  pasle  mien, 

N  n  4  d?a 


f 

des  {Aeces  manufcrifes  qu'on  ne  m*a  pas  lailT^ 
lire,  et  qu'on  m'a  dit  etre  des  adles.  • 

"  Gn  m'a  remis  fans  difficulte  les  im^- 
primi^s  que;  j'avois  deja :  pouV  lea  manu^ 
fcrits,  on  n'a  pas  voulu  me  les  remettre  fans 

avoir   un    ordre    de    la    Conyeotion    Na- 

« 

tionale.       • 

"  Qu^lqu'un  du  comixe  a  ^te  a  la  Con- 
vention, les  pieces  a  la  main,  pour  demander 
Pordre,  II  eft  revenu,  et  m'a  dit  que  fur  fa  • 
demande  oh  a  pafle  a  Tordre  ^u  jour.  Mais 
il  n'a  point  rapport^  les  pieces,  et  mV  dit 
qu^n  les  avoit  laiffees'fur  le  bureao.  il  ne 
m*a  pas  par^  qu*il  ait  fait  conHater,  par 
aucun  ade,  que  ces  pieces  qui*etoien(  d^ns 
•  fon  dep6t  en  ctoient  forties. 

^'  Jai  demande  a  ces  M.  M.  comment  jc 
pourrois  me  pourvoir  pour  avoir  ces  pieces. 
Tout  le  monde  s'eft  regard^,  et  perfoane  ne 
jn'a  rien  repondu. 

"  Voila  ou  nous  en  fommes.  Je  n'ai  pas 
cru  devoir  infiftpr  fur  cet  objet  auprcs  de  la 

C!onventioT)| 


<'  SS3  ') 

Convention,  pendant  •qu'elle  «ft  ocQupi^e  a 
delibererfurle  jugement  de  Louis. 
^  .(Signe)       .  "  Malesherbes*,** 

♦  The  ^inl(ler  of  Juftkereceived^a  packet  from  M, 
de  Bertrand,  to  be  delivered  to  I^eyris  ^ VL  cotiiaining 
papers  for  his  juilification. 

•    The  Minifler  having  nb  communication  with  the  pri* 
foner,  fent  the  packet  to  the  Convention, 

.The  fame  Minifter  ha ;  fince  received  a  letter  from 
M.  de  Bertrand  addre'il^d  to  me,  with  a  parcel  entitled 
Papers  for  the  Jujlififation  uf  Lesvif  XV L  ,  Jhcfe  WG9:d« 
made  the  Minifter  think  that  it  was. his  duty  to  deliver 
this  packet  alfo  to  the  Convention.  This  is  what  the 
Minifter  told  me  wt^en  I  waited  pp  b)m  to  4enuaid  dio 
papers. 

Being  informed  that  thpfe  two  packets  tiam>een  tranft- 
mitted  by  thc'Conventipn  to  a  Compittec,  I  attiehde^ 
^that  jCon>mittee  to  d/emand  in  the  name  of  him  whofe 
Counfel  I  am,  •that  which'  is  for  him,  and  in  my  own 
^amft  the  other  which  is  addrefled  to  nic.  I  perceived 
that  both  packets  had  been  opened.  Some  of  the  cot»- 
tentQ  were  in  print ;  and  in  that  packet  which  was  not 
addreflTed  to  m<s^  th^re  were  papers  in  n)anVif€tipt,  which 
I  was  not  pern^it^ed  \q  read,  and  which  tjiey  told  me 
were  aftjj. 

They  gave  me  without  difficulty  the  papers  which 
were  in  print,  and  which  I  had  already  :  as  for  the  ma- 
niifcripts,  they  did  not  choofe  to  give  me  them  without 
|ui  order  from  the  Coaveajtion. 

yy  Member  of  the  Committee  having  gone  to  the  Con- 
vention 
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r 

The  language  of  this  letter  13  verp 
guarded ;  the  vmter  has  not  allowtd  the 
fentiments  he  mud  have  fek  at  fuch  cosC^ 
duA  to  appear ;  hut  a  (imple,  detail  of  the 
fa£ts  is  fufficiently  expre(Gve, 

M*  de  Beitjrand,  in  ^  denundation  tranf* 
mitted  from  London  to  the  Convcation,  did 
iit>t  think  the  fame  caution  nece^ary;  be 
appeals  in  terms  of  juft  indignation  to  the 
reflection  of  the  Conyention  on  fuch  a  fia^ 
grant    breach  of   th^r   ovFn  decrees,  and 

Tcntion  with  the  papers  to  obtain  the  order,  returned  andl 
jnfonn^  me«  that  on  this  rcqoeft  they  had  pa&d  to  the 
OfdcT  of  the  day^  but  he  did  not  bring  back  the  papery 
tdNi^niehe  had  left  them  on  the  t^le  of  theConvention. 
)t  does  not  appear  that  he  has  afcertaxiiedby  any  act  that 
ihofe  papers  which  were  in  his  pofieflioQ  w^rctalEen  ftom 

him. 

I  reqi)efted  of  the  Members  of  the  Cbnunfttce  to*in<» 
form  me  by  whaf  means  I  could  recover  thofe  papers. 
They  all  looke4  at  e^qh  other,  but  none  of  them  made 
^y  anfwer. 

This  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  things.  1  thought  it  would 
Tfff%  lyft  prudent  to  infill  on  this^  while  the  Convention 
were  deUb^ting  on  the  f^ntence  to  be  pronounced  ofi 
$4cwi^ 

d«via^iou 
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4.eyiatioii   from   every    rule  of  con^moii 

equity* 

*  The  Minifter  of  Jttftice  informed  the 
Convention,  on  the  14th  of  January  i793» 
tthat  fie  had  received  <hU  denunciation  of 
M-  Bertrand  j  that  he  underftood  It  was 
'^jlfo  publifhed  in  the  Courier  de  TEurope,-. 
and  the  tjiinute  placed  in  tlie  h^nd^  of  tli^ 
^ord  Mayor  of  London. 

One  member  obferved,  that  Bertrand  hav^ 
ing  emigrated^  was  dead  in.  law — ^that  a  dead 
perfbn  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  write  or 
{peak.  Another  faid,  that  if  the  Gonve;>tioa 
ihould  beflow  attention  on  what  appeared 
in  new^apers^  they  muit  pegled  the  bufl- 
nefs  of  their  country :  and  the  Minifler  of 
Juftice  declared^  that  he  did  not  thin|c  \t  be- 
c&me  him,  as  Minifter  of  the  l^epublic,  to 

(correfpond  with  a  m^ii  who  was  no):  only 
an  emigrant,  but  under  a  decree  of  accufa- 

*  

tion :  and  Valaze,  who  was  of  the  Com- 
in^ttee,  fald  they  were  teafed  with  the  num- 

4  ^ 
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ber  of  papers  feat  to  them }  and  that  »  for 
the  manufcripts  which  Bertrand  mendooi, 
be  knew  nothiag*  of  them,  if  they  were  ndt 
in  a  packet  which  the  Cbmnfittee  had  not 
thought  it  worth  white  to 'break  open. 

Oa  this  candid  and  fatisfadory  Hate  of 
the  matter,  the  Convention  pafled  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day;  by  which  means  the  KJng's 
Counfel  were  precluded  from  the  know* 
ledge  of  certain  Ca£ts,  which  M.  de  Ber« 
trand  thought  material  in  the  King's  de^ 
fence ;  which  feems  alfo  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  fo  bafely  intercepted 
them, 

*  The  day  preceding  that  on  which  the 
King  was .  to  appear  with  his  Counfel  be<* 
fore  the  Convention,  Santerre  informed 
them,  that  the  King,  as  he  believed,  might 
be  conducted  in  (kfety  to  and  from  the  A£« 
fembly,  provided  he  returned  while  there 
was  day-light ;  but  if  he  was  detained  till  it 
was  darkf  he  could  not  anfwer  for  what 

might 
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0 

4mght  happea;  fo  great  wa«  the  fuiy  of  tbp 

^people  agaiiifl:  him. 

^.  When  tliofe  who  exprefs  a  fear  that  tjic 

.pppulace  will  deftroy  the  King,  are  the  very 

perfons  who  have .  been  adive  in  exciting 

the  public  againll  him — it  may  naturally  be 

though^  that  the  fear  is  afield,  on  pvirpofe 

to  prevent  any  attempt  to  refcue  him^  rather 

than  to  prevent  hia  being  deftroyed. 

.    The  hypocrify  that  has  been  difplayed|^ 

and  the  artifices  that  have  been  ufed  to  iow 

4 

pofef  upon  the  people,  to  inflame  their  minds 
againft  the  King,  apd  jMe  every  fentimenC 
of  humanity  and  remorfe,  are  odious  and 
wicked  in  the  extreme. 

When  the  Deputies  went  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  26th  of  December  to  the  Con- 
vention,  all  thofe  who  were  fufpefted  tp 
favour  the-  King  were  infulted  by.  the 
crowds,  who  befet  thq  paflages  into  the 
Aflenjbly-hall;  as  Rx)landift8,  Briffotins  and 
Royalifts:  moft  of  the  Deputies  were  there 


tiyeiglil:;  and  notwithitahdiag  tBtft  ^  dftcr A 
Iiad  pafled  the  evening  before  to  deaf  iht 
galletieS)  2tnd  not  to  adAiit  any  until  a  cer^ 
taixi  hoax  that  morning,  the  galleries  were 

'  Ibund  full  of  people,  who  hdd  reftiainedf 
therje  all  night.  It  was  pretended  that  the 
gtiagfds  could  xiot  polTibiy  pdt  the  decree  u^ 
ctcCutiorii 

Manuel  moved,  that  the  galleries  ihdtild 
be  cleared  of  thofe  who  had  (hewn  fuch 

.  contempt  td  the  deci^ee ;  and  that  another 
let  of  citizens  fhould  be  admitted.  This 
propofal  met  with  loud  murmurs  ^nd  hoot- 
ing, from  thofe  who  were  in  poffeflion  of 
the  tribunes,  fupported  by  all  the  fadion  of 
tfie  Mountain,  who  exclaimed  for  the  order 
of  the  day^  Others  fupported  the:  ifiotion 
of  Manuel.  The  Pfefident  divided  the  AC* 
fembly,  whether  they  flaould  maintain  theit 
own  decree,  or  yield  to  thofe  who  openljr 
defpifed  it:  it  was  carried  to  pafs  to  the  or-^ 

der  of  the  day. 

Hete 
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tiere  the  Influence  of  teiror  is  evideritr' 
Some  time  previous  to  the  King's  arrival^ 
one  of  the  CommifGoners  who  had  been  oa 
duty  at  the  Temple  prefented  a  parcel  of 

4 

,  keys,  which  the  King  had  given  to  Clery, 
his  valet* 

The  Commiflionet  obferved,  that  one  of 
thefe  keys  opened   the  iron  chefl   lately    * 
found  full  of  papers  in  the  Palace,  and  alio 
opened  ojther  cabinets  belonging    to    the 
King;  and  that  of  courfe  he  muft  be  ac« 

'  quainted  with  the  keys  and  papers  contained 
in  the  iron  cheft. 

We  fee  men  every  day  who  are  led  into 
the.commiflion  of  crimes  by  the  influence 
of  their  paflions,  although  they  hav?  the 

fame  idea  of  virtue  and  vice  with  thofe  who 

« 

live  a  more  virtuous  life  ;  but  the  condud  of 
many  adlors  in  this  Revolution,  particularly 
of  late,  tempts  us  to  believe  that  they  have 
different  ideas  of  the  plained  cafes  of  right 
and  wrong,  from  what  have  been  gene- 
rally entertained  by  mankind* 

When 
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When  the  Cduncil  of*  the  Municipality 
met  on  the  25thf  of  December,  to  decide  on 
the  manner  in  whicK  the  King  ihouM  be 
conduced  to  the  Convention,  Chaumet^ 
the  Procareut  Syndic,  faid,  that  as  the  King 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than 
:ls  a  condemned  criminal  foen  to  be  execu- 
ted,  it  would  be  diflionourable  f6r  the  Ma- 
giftrates  of  the  people  to  accompany  him  to 
theCbnvention;  and  that  he  ought  there- 
fore to  be  conduced  by  thie  military  only/ 
'  This  Was  declaring  that  the  trial  was  a 
mere  farce,  and  that  it  was  already  deter- 
^ined  to  put  the  King  to  dfiath,  whatever 
proofs  might  be  brought  of  his  innocence, 
and  whatever  might  be  urged  iti  his  de- 
fence. There  is  great  reaibn  to  think  that 
this  was  really  the  cafe;  but  it  iff  mod  ex- 
traordinary  that  it  fhould  be  mentioned  as  a 
thing  quite  reafonable  and  proper,  and  it  is 
ftill  more  extraordinary  that  it  was  rejedled 

* 

By  only  a  very  fmall  majority,  who  at  laft 
decreed,  that  the  King  fliould  be  accompa-^ 

nied 
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med  by  did  J^layor,  the  Procureur  Syn3ic, 

*      -   •  ■ 

and  thirty  Municipal* Officers. 

'*••■,»  .  •  • 

On  thd  26tK  of  December,  his  Majefty, 
With  "whom  bis   Counfel  had  be'en  from  an 

< 

early  hour,  left'  the  Temple  a  little  before 
nine  in'  the  Mayor^s  coach,  and  was  con- 
diided  a^  formerly  to  the  gateof  the  Capucins, 
•rue  Sr.^  Honorc,  where  the  National  Guards 
formed  a  line,  through  which  he  walked  to 
the  Chambre  des  Conferences,  where  he 
again  met  his  Counfel. 

General  Berruyer,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  all  the  military  of  the  department  of 
Paris,  with  all  the  Field  Officers  then  in  the 
capital,  who  were  not  otherwife  on  duty, 
accompanied  the  King  on   horfeback  from 

the  Temple  to  the  Aflembly  Hall.     Berru- 

■ 

yer  informed  the  Prefident,  that  the  King 
was  arrived.  The  Prefident  defired  he  might 
be  C9nduded  to  the  bar  ;  which  was  done  • 
in  the  following  order  :  Berruyer  and  San- 
terfe  walked  firft,  the  Mayor  of  Paris  and 
VOL,  II.  Go  th^ 
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the  Procureur  after  them,  and  the  King 
with  MeiTrs.  Male(herbe8,  Tronchet  and 
Sczc  followed.  The  Prefidcnt  faid,  ^  Lewis, 
the  Convei^tion  has  decreed,  that  you  {hoidd 
be  ultimately  heard  this  day." 

His  Majefty  anfwered,  ••Monfieur  do 
Sezc,  one  of  my  Courifcl,  will  read  my  de* 
fence.*' 

M.  de  Seze  then  read  the  defence,  which 
entirely  refutes  fome  of  the  charges,  (hewa 
the  conftitutional  objedions  to  others,  and 
with  equal  candour  and  ingenuity  gives  a 
favourable  interpretation  to  all. 

During  the  defence,  M.  de  Seze  was  oI>» 
liged  to  flop  two  or  three  tioies:  at  tho& 
intervals  the  King  was  obferved  to  fpeak 
to  one  or  other  of  his  Counfcl,  which  he 
did  v^ith  a  fmiling  countenance. 

When  the  defence  was  finiflicd,  he  arofe^ 
and,  holding  a  paper  in  hi^  hand,  pro- 
nounced in  a  calm  manner,  and  with  a  firm, 
voice^  what  follows; — **  Citizens,  you  have 

heard 
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heard  my  defence ;  I  now  fpeak  to  you  per* 
haps  for  the  laft  time,  and  declare  that  my 
Gounfel  have  aflerted  nothing  to  you  but 
the  thithj    my  confcience  reproaches  me 
with  nothing  ;  I  never  was  afraid  of  having 
my  condudl  invcftigated  j  but  I  ol;>fefved  with 
great  unea(inef8,that  I  was  s^cufed  of  giving 
orders  for  (hedding  the  blood\)f  the  people  on 
the  loth  of  Auguft.  The  proofs  I  have  given 
through  my  whole  life  of  a  contrary  difpo- 
fition,  I  hoped  would  have  faVed  me  from 
fuch  an  imputation,  which  I  noW  folemnly 
declare  is  entirely  groundlefs/*     The  Prefi- 
dent  ordered  the  keys  to  be  ihe wn  to  the 
King,  and  afked  if  he  knew  them.     The 
King  aafwered)  '*  that  he  remembered  to 
have  given  a  pisircel  of  keys  to  Gleryj  but 
it  was  fo  long  fince  he  had  made  tife  of  them,^ 
that  he  did  not  know  whether  thefe  were 
the  fame.'* 

The  Prefident  having  alkcd^  *^  Whither 
he  wiihed  to  fay  any  thing  fardier/'   and 

Oo  a  being 
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being  anfwcred  in  the  negative,  the  King 
withdrew  into  the  Chamber  of  Conferences. 
Obfei  ving  that  M.  de  Seze  was  greatly  heat- 
ed, he  exprcfled  anxiety  about  his  health, 
and  enquired  whether  he  could  not  find 
means  to  change  his  linen. 

On  the  way  from  the  Temple  to  the  Af- 
fembly,  fome  perfon  in  the  carriage  with  the 
King  made  mention  of  fome  of  the  Roman 
hiftorians,  which  gave  him  occafion  to  fay, 
that  he  preferred  Tacitus  to  Livy :  he  accu- 
fed  the  latter  of  having  compofed  fpeechcs 
for  the  Generals,  which  certainly  had  never 

been  pronounced.  On  his  return  from  the 
Affembly,  he  preferved   the  fame   ferenity. 

The  Procureur  had  his  hat  on,  which  hB/A  not 
been  the  cafe  when  he  was  in  the  carriage 
with  the  King  the  firft  time  he  went  to  and 
from  the  Convention.  The  King  took  no- 
tice of  this  piece  of  rudenefs,  by  faying  to 
him,  "  You  had  forgot  your  hat  the  laft 
time*  you    attended    me ;  but   you  have 

.      L  been 
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been  more  careful  of  your  health  on  this 
occafion." 

Obfcrvlng  that  the  Procureur  bowed  and 
waved  his  hand  with  a  look  of  familiarity 
to  fome  perfons  in  the  ftrcets,  the  King  faid, 
'*I  fuppofethefeare  citizensof  yourfeilion  ?" 
The  Procureur  anfwered, "  No,  they  do  not 
belong  to  my  fcdion;  but  they  Were  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Council  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  whom  I  always  fee  with  pleafureJ^ 

The  Mayor  held  his  fnufF-box  in  his 
hand  :  the  Secretary  of  the  Municipality 
looking  at  a  portrait  of  M.  Chambon's  wife 
on  the  lid,  made  the  ufual  obfervation,  that 
the  original  was  handfomer  than  the  portrait. 
—The  King  alfo  defired  to  fee  it ;  which 
having  done,  he  faid,  that  Monf.  Chambon 
was  happy  in  poflefling  a  woman  more 
beautiful  than  fuch  a  portrait. 

The  King  arrived  at  the  Temple  in  fafety, 
though  the  cries  of  the  rabble  v^'cre  more 
noify  and  frequent  than  on  the  former  dav. 

O03  He 
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He  had  no  fboner  wirtidraiwn  from  the 
Aflembly,  than  Manuel  propofed  that  the 
King^o  Jefence  fhould  be  printed^  and  fent 
to  the  eighty- four  departments,  and  that  all 
dircuffioq^concerniog  it  fhould  be  adjourned 
for  three  days. 

The  mention  of  adjournment  excited  the 
moil  noify  murmurs  from  fome  of  the 
members,  and  all  the  people  in  the  galleries. 
Duhemi  deputy  from  the  department  of  the 
North,  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  this  occafion. 
— He  cried,  that  Lewis  had  been  heard — 
-^that  there  was  np  pretext  for  ferther  de- 
lay— and  iniifted  that  the  G)nvention  fhould 
inftanily  proceed,  by  the  nominal  appeal,  to 
pronounce  judgment. — The  murmurs  were 
converted  into  applaufe.  Lanjuinais  began 
to  fpeak :— *^  The  time  is  paffed,"  faid  he, 
**  when  bloody-minded  men  eopld  force  tte 
^^fferably,  by  threats,  to  pronounce  degrading 
decrees;  do  iheyexped  that  we  (hall  difhonour 

purfelves  by  pronouncing  judgment,  with- 

out 
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out  having  had  time  to  weigh  the  defence 
-of  the  accufed  ?'*  He  was  Interrupted  by 
clamours.  Some  called  out  to  {^nd  him  to 
the  Abbaye,  on  the  pretence  of  his  haviag 
infmuated  a  reflexion  againfl  the  heroei 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft  :  it  was  with  infinite 

difficulty  that  he  was  allowed  to  explain. 
After  which,  Legendre  and  others  recom- 
x^enced  their  outcries  for  pronouncing  judg- 
ment before  they  fhould  feparate.  *'  Do  you 
intend  to  zSt  as  a  judge,  or  as  a  butcher  ?" 
jfaid  Kerfaint  ? 

'  This  fareafm  was  applauded  by  man^ 
of  the  Deputies,  but  hooted  by  the  tri- 
bunes. 

Rafiron,  of  the  department  of  Paris,  al- 
ways a  very  zealous,  and  often  a  very  cla* 
morons  Member^  attempted  to  fpeak ;  a 
deaf  perfon  would  have  thought,  from  the 
violence  of  his  geftures,  and  his  gaping, 
(h^t  he  v]^as  bellowing  very  loud  :  the  man 

O  o  4  was 
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was  fo  hoarfe  with  a  cold^  that  he  could  not 
bq  heard,  which  increased  the  anger  of  his 
lieart,   and    the  contortions  of  his  counte- 

»  m  • 

I 

nance,  but  entirely  I'upprefled  his  voice. — 
He  was  advifed,  by  thofe  who  were  afraid 
that  the  violence  of  his  efforts  would  throw 
him   into  conv.ulfions,  to  put  his  opioion 

I  ■  «  •  ■ 

in    writing — ^which    he    did ;    and    it   was 

read    to    the  Aflemhly    by    the    Prcndent. 

.•  • 

The  import  of  it  was,  that  they  ought  di- 
ycftly  topafs  fcntence.ont^e  K;ng,  ofwhofc 
guilt,  this  temperate  judge  declarpd,  no  calm 
and  crndic^  ivian  could  have  any  cU>ubt. ; 

Rnfiron'fi  opinion  was  loudl.y, approved  of 
by  the  galleries,  but  did  not  convince  the 
majority  of  the  deputies,  fopic  of  whom 
ventured  to  exprefs  a  defire  of  ftiU  more 
time  to  deliberate  on  the.cjefencc  they  had 
juft  heard — 7-rThe  p^qple  exclaimed  with 
horror  at  the  idea.  Some  deputies  moved, 
that  .they  Ihould  be  called  to  order,  which 

rendered 
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rendered  them  more  diforderly  thaa  ev.pt. 
It  was  propofed  to  adjourn — ^This  made 
puhem  outrageous  :  he  rufhed  into  the  midf 
die  of  the  hall,  followed  by  a  number  of  the 
members  of  the  fadion  of  the  Mountain, 
crying  "  La  Mort  du  Tyran  !*' — and  fpcm- 
ing  to  appeal  to^the  galleries-~and  even  to 

» 

threaten  Fermond  the  Prefident, 

Had  I^ewis  XV  L  really  been  ih? 
bloody  tyrant  thcfe  men  affeded  tQ  call  him, 
ftill  this  behaviour  in  his  judges,  opt  his  trial^ 
would  have  been  indecent  and  odious  ;  but 
to  fhew;  fuch  an  unrelenting  fpirit,  and  fuch 
fury  againft  a  Prince  of  fo  mild  a  charafter 
—one  who  has  borne  his  faculties  fo  mcekr^is 
not  to  be  accounted  for  by  any  of  th^  nH>- 
tivcs  which  ufually  influence  men,  whether 
virtuous  or  vicious.  Some  members  of  thaj 
National  Convention  feeoaas  dcaf.lo  the 
voice  of  expediency  and  i^f-iutereil  as  of 
jxuuianity  and  Jufticc,     Inft^ad  of  any  ra- 

3  tional 
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tional  principle,  they  appear  to  be  urged  on 
by  brutal  and  furious  inftmft  to  the  death  of 
the  King,  like  blood- hounds,  who  never  quit 
the  fcent  till  they  have  drunk  the  blood  of 
their  prey. 

Daring  this  difgraceful  fcene,  Fermond 
calmly  kept  his  feat,  allowing  the  fury  of 
thofe  men  to  exhauft  itfelf :  at  length,  per- 
ceiving that  Petion  was  inclined  to  fpeak, 
he  invited  him  to  afcend  the  tribune^  con- 
ceiving, from  the  ftrength  of  his  former  po- 
pularity,  that  he  had  a  better  chance  of  be- 
ing heard  than  any  other  member  who  did 
not  belong  to  the  faction  of  the  Mountain ; 
it  was  with  great  difficulty,  however,  that  he 
nras  allowed  to  fpeak. — ^He  endeavoured  to 
convince  them  of  the  indecency  of  proceed- 
ing to  judgment  immediately,  and  before  the 
members  had  time  to  deliberate  on  the  dc* 
fence  which  they  had  juft  heard. 

When  it  appeared  'hat  the  majority  of 

the 
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ttit  Convention  were  not  to  be  driven  into 
the  (hatneful  mealure  of  giving  judgmeat 
^iredly,  the  point  was  given  up  j  and  it  was 
decreed  that  every  Member  had  a  right  to 
pronounce  his  opinion  on  the  whole  caiife 
from  the  tribune,  before  the  da^  for  the 
nominal  appeal  was  fixed. 

Whoever  has  attended  to  the  condu£l  and 
fpirit  of  the  Jacobins  may  have  remarked, 
that  however  popular  any  perfon  has  been 
among  them — however  greatly  he  may 
have  diftinguiflied  hirafelf  by  promoting 
their  meafures  whh  zeal  and  ability — if  ht 
chances  to  be  feized  with  a  qualm  of  con« 
fcience  at  Jaft,  and  hefitates  to  ad  with 
them  ia  a  Angle  inftance,  all  his  paft  merit 
is  forgotten,  and  be  is  execrated  by  the  fo» 
ciety  as  a  determined  enemy« 

The  night  after  the  King'9  defeqce  was 
made,  a  Member  of  the  Jacobins  gave  an  ac- 
count in  that  fodety  of  what  had  pafTed  at  the 
Convention — ^particularly  that  Manuel  had 

propofed 
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« 

.  propofed  to  adjourn  the  difcuffion   for   no 

,  lefs  a  period  than  three  days ;  and  that  Pe- 

-  • 

tion  had  fpokcn  againft  pronouncing  judg- 
ment without  feparating.  This  was  heard 
.  with,  horror  and  indignation :  it  was  im- 
mediately' decreed,  that  Manuel  £hould  be 
expelled  from  the  fociety.  Petion  with 
:  difficulty  efcapcd  the  fame  fate,  which, 
however,  was  poftponed  only  for  a  fhort 
time. 

fox  feveral  days  after  the  defence,  the 
..lime     of.  the     Convention    was    moftly 
.taken  up  in  hearing  the  opinions  of  the 
members;  all  of  them  prefaced  their  dif- 
coorfes,  by  declaring  a  conviction  of  ,thc 
JCing's  guilt ;  perhaps  they   thought   this 
.ncceiTary  to  fecure  them,  the  liberty  of  pro- 
ceeding.    They  differed  however  with  re- 
fpeA  to  the  penalty  he  had  incurred  ;  many 
beingof  opinion  that  juftice  and  policy  for- 
bade the  pains  of  deatli :  all  the  Rolandifts, 
BrKTotins  and  Girondift&  were  of  this  aum- 

ber. 
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btr.  Danton's  and  Robefpierrc*s  party  at- 
gued  for  immediate  death  ;  afid  became  i!o 
impatient  at  the  delay,  from  hearing  fo  nia- 
ny  difcourfes,  that  they  repealed  the  de-* 
cree  that  had  parted  a  few  days  before ;  and 
infleadof  hearing  every  member  from  the 
tribune,  they  refolved  that  the  difcourfes 
ihould  be  printed,  and  laid  oh  the  table  to  be 
r6ad  by  thofc  who  chofe,  and  the  I4lh  of 
January  was  appointed  for  pronouncing  ul' 

« 

timately.  It  was  not  till  the  15th,  however, 
that*  the  firft  appeal  was  made,  owing 
td  the  long  and  warm  difcuflions  which 
took  place  in  the  Convention  before  it  was 
determined  in  what  terms,  and  in  what  order 

« 

the  queftions  fhould  be  ftated  on  which  the 
Convention  wag  to  decide:  at  laft,  it  was 
decreed  that  the  following  queftions^  fhould 
be  put  to  all  the  members,  and  decided  by 
the  nominal  appeal : 

I,  U  Lewfs  Capet,  late  King  of  France, 
guilty  of  a  confpiracy  agaiiift  hberty,  and 

of 
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t 

tt  attempts  againft  the  general  fafety  of  tha 
State  t  Yes,  or  No. 

2*  Shall  the  judgment  to  be  pronounced 
Oft  Lewis,  be  fubmltted  to  the  ratification 
of  the  people  in  the  Primary  Afiemblies  t 
Yes,  or  No* 

3.  "What  punifliment  has  he  incurred^ 

Thefe  queftions  wdre  artfully  and  wick* 
ediy  arranged  in  this  order^  to  render  th^ 
King's  condemnation  more  certain* 

Several  deputies  who  thought  the  appeal 
to  the  Primary  AfTemblies  a  wrong  meafiKe 
in  itfelf,  gave  their  votes  againft  it,  in  the 
belief  that  the  King  would  not  be  coo-* 
demned  to  death — but  had  the  queftion  re-» 
fpeding  the  punifhment  been  brought  on 
in  the  fecond  place,  they  would  have  ft^en 
that  the  appeal  to  the  people  was  the  only 
means  of  faving  the  life  pf  the  King,  and 
%ould  then  have  voted  tor  that  meafure^ 
although  in  general  they  did  not  approva 
of  it. 

2  ^       This 
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This  accounts  for  the  length  and  violence 
of  the  debates,  on  a  queftion  apparently  of 
fp  little  importance  as  the  order  in  which 
the  propofitions  .  were  to  be  voted  : — ^for 
fome  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  fave.  the  life 
of  the  King  faw  this  in  the  light  above 
ftated,  and  flrove  to  have  the  queflions  other- 
wife  arranged: — neither  party,  however, 
avowed  the  real  reafon  of  their  zeal,  and 
the  malice  of  the  King^s  enemies  prevailed. 

On  the  firft  queftion,  the  Aflembly  voted 
almoft  unanimoufly  in  the  afErmativc. — 
But  many  of  the  deputies  declared,  that  they 
gave  this  opinion  as  citizens  and  legiflators, 
but  not  as  judges;  bccaufe  they  neither 
thought  themfelves  qualified  for  that  office, 
nor  authorifcd  by  their  Conftituents  to  af- 
fume  it. 

Moriflbn,  of  the  department  of  Vendee, 
refufcd  to  vote :  he  faid,  "  he  would  give 
his  reafons  if  the  Convention  exaded  it/' 
which  was  not  done :  a  very  few  others 
declined  voting ;  among  whom  was  Noel, 

of 
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oF  the  department  of  Vofges,  who  faid, 
^^■that  his  fon  having  been  killed  oi\  the 

*    ♦  •  •  • 

frontiers,  fighting  againft  the  enemy,  he 
confidcred  the  King  as  the  primary  caufe  of 

•  •  •    • 

his  fon's  death,  aiid  felt  fo  much  prejudice 
againft  him,  that  he  was  unquialified  for  be- 
irig  his  judge.'* 

Oflelin,  who  had  been  one  of  the  Judges 
belonging  to  the  Tribunal  appointed  in  Au- 
guft,  gave  his  vote  in  the  affirmative,  and  at 
the  fame  time  ftated,  "  that  one  of  the  accu- 
fations  againft  the  King  is,  that  he  continu- 
ed to  pay  his  guards  after  they  were  redu- 
ced, although  many  of  them  had  emigrated; 
that  his  Counfcl,  confcious  of  the  force  of 
this  accufation,  had  taken  great  pains  to  de- 
ftroy  it,  and  had  aflerted  that  the  King  had 
not  paid  the  guards  after  the  ift  of  January 
1 792 ;  but  that  he  himfelf,  as  one  of  the  Ad- 
miniftrators  of  the  Commune  of  Paris,  had 
had  bufinefs  to  tranfact  with  M.  Laporte, 
and  that  Madame  Laporte  had  made  a  de- 

diidtion 
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.ciiidlion  from  the  revenues  of  the  Civil  Lift 
of  1,100,000  livres  in  the  month  of  July 
1792,  for  the  payment  of  the  guards,  then 
v^eW  Icnown  to  have  enjigrated/' 

What  ftrefs  ought  to  be  laid  on  fuch  evi- 
dence fo  given,  I  leave  to  lawyers  to  decide; 
but  common  juftice  might  have  dictated  to 
a  man,  who  thu.8  volunteered  himfelf  as  a 

^  • 

witnefs^  that  he  ought  not  to  .vote  as  a 
judge. 

When  the  name  of  M.  Egalit^  was  called, 
it  was  imagined  that  he  alfo  would  have  de- 
clined voting ;  and  when  he  pronounced 
**  0«/V'  a  murmur  of  furprife  and  indig- 
nation was  heard. 

The  fecond  queftion  was  undoubtedly 
intended  as  a  means  of  faving  the  life  of  the 
King,  and  would  in  all  probability  have  had 
that  effeft,  if  it  had  not  been  brought 
forward  until  the  fentence  of  death  was 
carried. 

The  meafure  of  referring  the* King'*  fate 

VOL.  II.  Pp  ^^ 


(    578    ) 

to  the  people  themfelves,  which  from  its 
nature  was  highly  popular,  had  been  ren- 
dered the  reverfe  by  the  unwearied  exer- 
tions of  thofe  wha  feared  that,  if  carried,  it 
would  fave   his  life. 

In  giving  their  votes  on  this  fecond  quef- 
tion  in  the  affirmative,  feveral  of  the  Depu- 
ties faid,  they  were  aware  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  expofed  themfelves ;  but  being 
convinced  that  their  conftituents  had  ele&ed 
them  as  legiflators,  and  not  as  judges ;  and  as 
it  was  repugnant  to  their  confciences  to  unite 
the  charaders  of  jury  and  accufers,  they 
would  run  every  rilk  rather  than  do  it. — • 
One  Member  faid,  "  As  I  give  my  vote 
for  referring  this  matter  to  the  Primary  Af- 
fcmblies  of  the  people,  I  expedt  the  worft, 
and  I  glory  in  being  of  the  number  of  thofe 
who  brave  the  danger."  Another,  "that 
in  pronouncing  the  fame  vote,  he  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  daggers  of  affaffins." 

The 
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Thb  fpeech  that  Manuel  made  on  giving 
his  vote  was  remarkable* — **  I  fee  here 
a  Legiflative  Affembly^  but  not  an  aflembly 
of  judges  ;  forjudges  do  not  murmur  at  the 
opinions  of  their  brethren ^  though  different 
from  their  own  :  they  do  not  openly  abufe 
and  calumniate  each  other;  they  are  cold 
as  the  law  of  which  they  are  the  organs.  If 
the  Convention  hid  been  a  tribunal  of  law^ 
a  near  relation  of  the  King,  who  has  not 
been  retrained  either  by  a  fenfe  of  Ihame 
or  by  his  confcience,  would  not  have  been 
permitted  to  vote  on  this  occafion/' 

The  Prefident  called  Manuel  to  order,  tell- 
ing him  to  avoid  perfonalities.  Manuel  then 
voted  for  the  appeal.  Rafiron,  Panis,  Le- 
gendre  and  Marat,  who  are  all  of  the  De- 
partment of  Paris,  and  feem  of  congenial  dif- 
pofitions,  voted  againfl  it. 

It  was  midnight  before  the  Appeal  was 
ended: — there  were  424  againft,  283  for  the 
reference;    10  refiifed  to  vote.     The.  Af- 

Pp  2  fembly 
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fembly  adjourned  till  the  i6th,  andwhenit 
met,  incidental  bufinefs  prevented  the  dppel 
nominal  from  being  begun  till  the  evening. 
Many  of  the  members  particalaYtfed  their 
reafons  for  voting  as  they  did.     The  cere- 
mony lafted  through  the  v^bole  night.   The 
rcfult  was  a  majority  for  death.  Three  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  voted  for  imprifonment 
till  the  end  of  the  war,  and  thin  banishment. 
Had  all  who  voted  for  death  with  reftriGion, 
that  the  fentence  fhould  not  be  executed  till 
the  peace,  or  till  the  Conftitution  was  framed^ 
and  accepted,  been  fubftradJied  from  the  ma- 
jority, it  would  have  been  diminifhed  to  a 
furplus  of  only  five  or  fix  votes,  v 
^  On  this  occafion,  M.  Egalite  voted  for 
death  without  reftridion.  A  mUrmur  of  hor- 
ror was  heard.     One  deputy  darted  from 
his  feat,  ftruck  his  hands  together,  and  ex* 
claimed,  "  Ab  lefcelerat  /"  others  repeat- 
ed the  fame   expreffion.      The  terms   in 
which  he  delivered  his  vote  are  remarkable : 

^  Unique- 
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•'  Uniqueihent  occupe  dc  mon  devoir,  coh- 
^raincu  qu^  tous  ceux  qui  ont  attente  ou  at- 

s 

tenteront  par  la  fuite  a  la  fouverainete  dii 
peuple,  m^rit^nt  la  moit,  je  vote  pour  la 
mort* '• 

•  Previous  to  the  fcruiiny,  and  after  every 
member  had  voted)  the  Prefident  inFormed 
the  Convention  that  he  had  received  a  letter 


/" 


*  Influenced  by  no  confideration  but  that  of  per- 
forming my  duty,  convinced  that  all  who  have  con- 
fpired,  or  ihali  hereafter  confpire  againft  the  fovereignty 
of  the  people,  deferve' death,  I  vote  for  death. 

I  have  it  from  good  authority,  that  an  acquaintance 
of  M.  Egalite  onderftanding  that  lie  was  not -to  vote  on 
the  favourable  fide,  advifed  hint  to  declare,  that  on  ac* 
count  of  the  ill  treatment  which  he  imagined  he  had 
formerly  received  from  the  King,  there  would  be  an 
impropriety  in  his  voting— that  this  would  be  confi* 
dered  as  a  good  reafon  for  declining,  and  -would  pre- 
clude the  indignation  which  mull  be  the  confequencc 
of  his  voting  againft  the  Krng.  Egalite  promifed  either 
to  follow  this  plan  or  to  ftay  from  the  Convention  on 
the  day  of  the  appel  nominal ;  but  having  the  day  be- 
fore that  took  place  been  waited  on  by  Robefpierre, 
Marat,  and  others  of  diat  party,  they  urged  reafons 
which  made  him  a£l  as  he  did. 
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from  the  Spanifh  Miniftdr,  and  one  from  , 
the  King's  CounfeL    There  was  a  cry  from 
the   Mountain  for  the  order  of  the  day* 
Qaran-Coulon  faid,  that  the  King's  Counfel 
fliould  be  heard,  but  the  Spanifli  Minifter'g 
letter  ftiould  not  be  read.     **  How  T'  ex- 
claimed  Panton,  **  the  Spanifli  Court  have 
not  acknowledged  our  Republic,  and  they 
attempt  to  influence  our  deliberations  !  If  all 
the  members  were  of  my  opinion,  we  {houl4 
declare  war  againft  Spain  for  this  interfer- 
ence alonCt" 

Genfonnet  propofed  that  the  King's  Coun** 
fel  (hould  be  heard  after  the  rcfult  of  the 
fcrutiny  was  known,  but  that  in .  the  mean 
time  the  Convention  ftiould  refufe  to  hear 
the  letter  of  the  Spanifli  Minifter,  and  pafs 
to  the  order  of  the  day.  It  was  unani- 
mpufly  agreed  not  to  hear  the  letter,  and 
Robefpierre  declaimed  alfo  againft  h^ng 
the  Counfel.  In  this  he  failed. 

Pucha(lel| 
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« 

Duchaftel,  Deputy  from  the  department 
of  Deux-SdvreS)  having  been  indifpofedy 
had  not  been  in  the  AfTembly  when  his 
name  was  called  the  preceding  night.  He 
now  was  fupported  into  the  hall,  and  as  the 
fcrutiny  was  not  yet  clofed,  demanded  to 
give  his  vote*  It  was  fufpeded  that  he 
came  to  give  his  vote  on  the  merciful  fide  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  during  the  whole  pro* 
cefs  thirfted  for  the  King's  blood,  and  were 
now  doubtful  how  the  fcrutiny  ftood,  op- 
pofed  his  voting.  Valaze,  one  of  the  fecre- 
taries,  declaring  that  the  fcrutiny  was  not' 

« 

clofedy  Duchaftel  gave  his  voice  for  banifh« 
ment.    A  fhameful  attempt  was  next  made^ 

« 

on  a  frivolous  pretext,  to  erafe  his  vote— 
this  was  not  permitted.  The  Prefident  an- 
nounced the  iffue  of  the  fcrutiny  as  above 
mentioned,  and  the  King's  Counfel  were  ad« 
mittedto the  bar. 
Pefeze  faid,  that  the  law  and  a  decree  of 
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the  Convention  having  entrufted  them  with 
the  defence  of  Lewis,  they  came  with  for» 
rowful  hearts  to  perform  their  laft  duty  to 
their  client ;  he  then  read  what  follows  from 
a  paper  figned  by  the  King :  *'  I  owe  to 
Iny  honour,  I  owe  to  my  family,  not  to  ac- 
knowledge the  juilice  of  a  fentence  that  de« 
clares  me  guilty  of  a  crime  with  which  I 
cannot  reproach  myfelf.  I  therefore  appeal 
to  the  Nation  at  large  from  the  fetitence  of 
its  reprefentatives ;  and  I  empower  my  Coun«* 
iel  by  thefe  prelents,  and  exprefely  charge 
^  them  on  (heir  fidelity,  to  make  this  a.ppeal 
known  to  the  National  AflemUy,  and  to  re« 
quire  that  it  fliall  be  inferted  into  the  mi^ 
nutes  of  their  fittings. 

(Signed)       Louis/* 

Each  of  the  Counfel  made  a  fliprt  afddrefs 

to  the  Convention  :  Defeze  conjured  them 

in<hename  of  humanity  and  juilice,  to-re^ 

vife,  or  leave  tc  the  ratificatiop  of  the  Peo*> 

8 
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|jCf  a  (eotentre  carried  by  a  majority  of  only 
iive  vot£S|  and  againil.  which  three  hundred 
and  nineteen  of  the  AfTembly  bad  declared 

4 

their  opinions. 

Tronchet  reprcfented  that  many  of  thole 
who  Voted   for  death,  had   declared   that 

.  they  founded  their  opinion  on  the  penal 
code^-yet  the  penal  code  requires  two  thirds 
of  the  voices  to  condemn  an  accufed  perfon* 
A  decree  of  the  Convention,  pafTed  only 
that  morning,  had  pronounced  that  the  ma- 
jority of  a  fingle  voice  was  fufficient. .  On 
that  decree  being  objeSed  to,  they  had  fim* 

ply  pafled  to  the  or^er  of  the  day;* but  in  a 

r 

matter  of  fuch  immenfe  importance,  the  ap- 
pel  nominal  was  neceflary :  he  therefore  de- 
manded the  repeal  of  that  decree. 

M.    de  Malefherbes  iaid,  that  he  had 

formerly  had  occafioh  to  refied  with  great 

attention  on  the  impof  tarit  queftion  of  how 

the  votes  ought  to  be  taken  in  criminal 

cafes ; 
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cuf^ ;  but  tliat  not  being  in  the  babit  of 
^peaking  extonpore,  he  begged  in  the  moft 
caraeft  and  affecting  manner,  that  he  migbt 
be  allowed  till  the  next  day  to  arrange  the 
.  ideas  which  he  wifhed  to  fubmit  to  their 
confideration. 

Robefpierre  and  others  argued  on  the  other 
iide ;  and  the  Convention  reje^ed  the  appeal 
aude  in  the  name  of  the  King,  pafled  to  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  requifition  of  Male£- 
herbes^and  adjourned  till  next  day  the  debate 
on  the  delay  of  the  execution  of  the  fentence, 
which  was  difcu^ted  at  length  accordingly* 

Two  remarkable  incident^  occurred  during 
this  debate,  which  fhew  what  an  excefs  of 
wanton  barbarity  and  perfevering  rancour 
fome  men  are  capable  of  upon  the  moft  fo- 
lemii  and  afifefting  occafions.  Tallien,  with 
diabolical  irony,  argued  for  the  King*8  im* 
mediate  execution,  on  what  he  called  mo^ 
tive$  of  humanity.    *^  He  knows,"  faid  the 

wrctchi 
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wretch,  ^  that  he  Is  condemfied,  and  that 
a  refpite  is  demanded-^to  keep  him  in  fu& 
penfe  is  prolonging  his  agony.  Let  us,  ia 
tendernefs  for  his  fufferings,  decree  hb 
immediate  execution^  and  put  him  out  of 
anguifli."* 

This  {hocked  even  Danton^whoe^prefled 
4ifapprob|ation  of  it, 

The^  other  incident  occurred  when  Tho- 
mas Paine,  who  had  formerly  given  hia 
opinion  againft  the  death  of  the  King,  a& 
cended  the  tribune :  as  he  was  not  ia 
the  habit  of  pronouncing  French,  .one  of  the 
fecretaries  read  his  difcourfe  tranflated  from 
the  original  Englifh*  His  reafoning  againft 
the  execution  of  the  fentence  probably  was 
thought  very  perfuafive,  fince  thofc  who 
had  heard  the  difcourfes  of  Buzot,  Condor^ 
cet  and  Briflbt  to  the  fame  purpon  without 
interruption,  broke  out  into  murmurs  while 
Paine  s  opinion  was  reading ;  and  Marat  at 
length  lofmg  all  patience,  exclaimed  that 
Paine  was  a  Quaker,  and  infinuated,  that 

his 


faU  mind  bdag  contradlcd  by  the  oarrow 
principleft  of  faia  Kligion^  was  Incapable  oi 
the  libsrality  requifite  for  condemniog  mea 
to  death.     This  ihrewd  argument  not  being 
fliought  GOtivinciagy  the  Secretary  continued 
to  ready  ^  That  the  execution   of  the  fen<i 
ten£e»  inftead  of.  an  a£t  of  juftice»  would 
appear  to  all  the  world,  and  particularly  to 
their  ^allies  the  American  States^  in  aA  of 
vengeance ;  and  that  if  he  were  fuffidently! 
mafl^r  of  the  French  language^  he  would^ia 
the  name  of  his  brethren  of  America,  prefent 
8  pedtion  at  their  bar  againft  the  execution 
of  the  fentence/* 

Marat  and  his  aflbciates  cried,  that  thefe 
could  not  poffibly  be  the  fentiments  of  Tho- 
ifias  Paine,  and  that  the  Aflfembly  were  im* 
pofed  on  by  a  falfe  tranflation. 

On  comparing  it  with  the  original,  how^ 
ever,  it  was-  found  juft. 

They  proceeded  to  the  fourth  appel  no- 
minal, which  was  terminated  at  midnight 
on  Saturday  the  1 9th  of  January  1 793. 

The 
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The  T^ere  were  reftriaed  to  prfentountf*^ 
a  iimple  yes  ot  no,  Without  any  reafonhig; 
310  voted  fdr  a  refpite  of  the  fentence>  jSo- 
againft  it. 

It  may  be  thought,  from  the  refult  of  this 
queftion,  lliat  the  refetence  to  the  Primary 
Aflemblies  wduld  hate  been  equally  rqedted, 
at  whatever  droe  that  prdpofal  had  been 
voted ;  but  it  (hould  be  remembered,  that  it' 
was  ftill  le(s  obnoxious  to  vote  for  referring 
the  feritence  entirely  to  the  people,  than  to 
vote  for  a  refpite  of  a  fentence  actually 
proriounced. 

The  Executive  Council  were  ordered  to 
notify  this  to  the  King  the  day  following, 
and  that  the  execution  was  to  take  plac6 
within  twenty- four  hours  of  the  notification. 
It  was  decreed  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
flioiild  be  allowed  free  communication  with 
■  his  family,  and  to  hjive  any  ecclefiaftic  he 
pleafed  to  attend  him. 

The  Executive  Council,  of  which  Garat 
the  Minifter  of  Jiiftice  was  Prefident,  met 

.  oa 
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Ml  the  momiflg  of  the  2oth«  He»  i<rith 
two  other  Members  of  the  C!ouncil,  and  the 
Secretarjr,  fet  out  for  the  Temple,  where 
they  arrived  at  two. 

Being  introduced  into  the  King's  apart- 
ment, Garat,  who  was  greatly*  agitated, 
£ud  with  a  faltering  voice — ^*  Lewis^  the 
Executive  Council  is  ordered  to  notify  to 
you  the  decree  which  the  National  Con- 
vention  pafled  laft  night/^ 

The  Secretary  began  to  read  the  decree. 
In  the  preamble,  the  King  is  charged  with 
having  confpired  againfl  the  general  fafety  of 
the  ^Nation — ^He  was  ihocked  at  the  idea, 
and  repeated  the  expreflion  with  emotion* 
The  Secretary,  who  had  paufed,  refumed, 
and  the  King  heard  th^  reft,  including  the 
fentence,  with  calmnefs. 

When  the  Secretary  had  finished,  the 
King  took  a  paper  from  his  pocket,  the  con- 
tents  o£  which  he  informed  them  of,  and 
defirftd  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  to  prefent  it 
to  the  Executive  Council. 

Garat 
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Garat  iafbrmed  him,  that  the  Council 
could  not  decide  on  the  fiibge^s  of  his  de« 
mands,  but  that  he  would  immediately  cany 
them  to  the  Convention,  who  had  already 
agreed  to  fome  of  them. 

He  went  accordingly,  and  read  to  die 
Aflfembly  the  paper  which  the  King  had 
given  him« 

It  contained  a  requeH  of  a  refpite  of  three 
days,  that  he* might  prepare  himfelf  for  ap^- 
pearing  in  the  prefence  of  Qod :  and  for  that 
purpofe,  that  he  might  be  freely  viiited  by 
a  perfon,  whofe  name  he  would  mention  to 
the  Commiflioners. 

That  he  might  be  freed  from  their  ia«. 
fpedion  during  the  interval  allowed  him  to 
live* 

That  he  might  have  free  communication 
with  his  family. 

That  the  National  Convention  would 
permit  his  family  to  withdraw  from  France 
to  any  other  country  they  chofe.  Finally^  be, 
recommended  to  the  gencrofity  of  the  nation 

5  a'  number 


intsnlkv  of  old  fervantt,  tnady  of  whom  had 
nothing  to  lire  on  but  the  penfions  he  had 
allov^ed  them. 

'  WReii  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  returned  to 
the  Temple,  he  informed  the  King,  that  the 
Convention  acqniefced  in  moft  of  hia  de- 
xhands ;  he  gave  a  favourable  interpretation 
to  the  general  anfwer  which  had  been  given 
10  that  refpefting  the  lot  of  liis  family,  but 
added,  that  fhe  May  was  refujed. 

*•  Allons,*'  faid  the  King,  «  il  faut  fe  fou- 

« 

inettre.'* 

*  There  is  fomething  infinitely  harih  and 
revolting  to  humanity  in  the  rrfufal  of  this 
laftrequeft  ;  which  there  is  every  reafon  to 
believe,  from  the  character  and  conduct  of 
the  King,  proceeded  from  the  pious  motive 
which  he  afligned — and  not,  as  his  enemies 
have  fuggefted,  from  a  weak  defire  of  pro*' 
longing  a  wretched  exiftence. 

Should  it  be  the  fate  of  any  of  thofe  men* 
who  rejeiSled  this  requeft  of  the  unfortunate 

Monarch, 


{    593    ) 

Monarch,  ever  to  be  ia  fimilar  drcuin* 
ftances,  as  they  will  have  more  need  of  it 
than  he  had,  I  fincerely  hope  that  they  will 
be  allowed  more  than,  three  days  to  prepare 
themfelvea  for  eternity. 

When  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  had  retired^ 
the  King  gave  to  one  of  the  Commifiioners 
a  letter  addrefled  to  Mn  Edgeworth^  who 
was  the  perfon  he  wiihed  to  attend  him  in 
his  lad  moments* 

Mr.  EdgewOTth's  father  was  originally  a 
Proteftant  clergyman  of  a  good  £unily  in 
Ireland^  who  was*  converted  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  religioikt  and  had  eftablilhed  him- 
felf  in  France,  where  he  bred  his  fon  SiS  an  ec^ 
clefiaftic,  in  the  faith  which  he  himfelf  pre« 
ferred.*— *The  fon  recommended  himfelf  ta 
much  by  his  good  condud:  and  excellent 
charader,  that  he  was  chofen  by  the  Prin« 
cefs  Elizabeth  as  her  coafeiTor ;  by  whidi 
gleans  he  became  koQwa.. to,  and  highly 
f  deemed  by,  the  Kings  of  which  he  gave  the 
^  VOL.  II.  Qji  ftrongcft 
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ftrongeft  proof,  by  fending  for  him  on  tint 
awful  occaf!on* 

Thp  KtngV  letter  was  earned  to  Mr; 
Edgeworth  by  three  foldiers,  fent  by  the 
Council  of  the  Commune.  The  contents  of 
(he  letter  were  requefting  his  attendance ; 
but  if  he  found  himfelf,  from  apprehen-i 
fion  of  the  confequence,  or  any  other  caufei 
aveife  to  come,  eatreating  him  to  find  another 
pried  who  had  not  the  fame  relpdance. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  informed  the  foldiers, 
that  he  .  woMid  atteni  them   diredlly    to 

« 

the  Temple^  His  mother  and  fifter  were 
then  at  a  fmall  didance'frooi  Paris;  he 
dcfired  Madame  d^Argouge,  a  relation 
i0(ath  whom  he  lived  when  in  tdws,  not  to^ 
inform  thenvof  whathad  lii4)pened,  becaufe 
he  &w  that  lady  herfi^tf^greatly  alarmed;  and 
linxied  that  ihe  might  c<nnmu&icale.herap-« 
ptehenfions  to  them. 

Mr.  Edge  worth  was  cdndtiCbed  firftbe-f 

fore  the  Council  in  the  Temple,  and  tl^ento 

the 
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tYie  Ring.  On  his  being  introduced,  he  | 
ioftantly  &ewed  fuch  marks  of  refpe^t  and 
ienfibility  as  afieded  the  unfonuhate  Prince 
fo  much,  that  he  bur  ft  into  tears,  and  Mvas 
for  fome  moments  unable  to  fpeak:  at  length 
he  laid — ^^^  Excufe  me,  Mr.  Edgeworth,  I 
have  hot  been  accuffomed  of  late  to  the  com- 
pany of  men  like  you/* 

After  palfing  fome  time  ^ith  his  confeflTor^ 
the  KiYig  thought  he  had  acquired  fuificient 
fortitude  ro  bear  an  interview  with  his  fa- 
mily. Hie  Queen,  PrlnceTs  Elizabeth,  with 
the  Prince  and  Piincefs  Royal,  were  con-« 
du&ed  to  his  apartment.  They  continued 
near  three  hoars  together — Kb  trigic  poet 
has  unag;ibed  a  fcene  more  affedihg  thaa 
what  whs  realised  at  this  interview-^-^Th^ 
a£lors,  fi>  lately  pliiced  m,  the  teoft  bri)liM»t 
fituation  that  the  world  can  give-^burledfron^ 
the  fummit  of  human  fplendor  to'tiie  depth 
of  human  mifery.  A  filler,  children,  and  a 
wife^  in  a  prifon,  taking  their  iaft  leave  of  4i 

Qjl  a  brother, 
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^  brother,  father,  and  hufband,  r^nd^red  mpre 
dear  than  ever  by  his  paft  fufieriagi^  their 
common  calamity,  and  the  dreadful  fate 
awaiting  him  the  following  day. 

The  King,  though  affeded  at  different 
times  beyond  the  power  of  exprefiion,  re- 
tained his  recoUedion  to ,  the  laft*  Whea 
they  were  to  feparate,  the  Princefs  Elizabeth 
mentioned  their  hopes  of  feeing  hira  again 
in  the  morning.  He  allowed  her  to  exped 
it.    The  Queen  could  liften  to  no  words  of 

'  comfort.  No  conn4eration  couid  prevent 
her  from  pouring  forth  her  indignation  in 
&e  moft  violent  expreffions  againft  the  ene« 
mies  of  her  hufband.  In  the  bitteroefs  of 
her  foul  flie  beat  her  breaft  and  tore  her 
hair;  and  her  fcreams  were  heard  at  in- 
tervals, all  that  mG:ht  iH  aeoay  and  hor- 
tor. 

*  Aftdr  his  family  had  vdthdrawn,  the  King 
remained  for  fome  time  with  hia  eyes  fixed 
#n  the  ground  without  fpeaking  j ,  then  with 

•  .  ^  a  pro- 
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a  profound  figh  he  pronounced— **  Ce  mo- 
ment ^ttttt  terrible;" 

I  have  it  from  the  beft  authority,  that  after 
his  family  were  withdrawn,  the  mifery  of 

« 

his  own  fate  did  not  engrofs  his  mind  fo  en- 
tirely as  to  exclude  all  folicitude  for  the  fate 
of  others;  he  enquired  in  a  moft  affedionate 
manner  of  Mr.  Edgeworth  for  feveral  whom 
he  confidered  as  his  friends,  and  particularly 
for  the  ecclefiaftics,  who  had  been  perfecuted 
with  the  greateft  cruelty;  and  exprefled  fatii^ 
faction  at  hearing  that  many  of  them  had' 
efcaped  to  England,  where  they  wire  re- 
ceived with  kindnefs  and  hofpitality. 

Mr.  Edgewbrth  prevailed  on  him  to  go  to 
bed  for  four  hours, 

.  He  role  at  five ;  and  exprefling  an  incli- 
nation  to  hear  mafs,  Mn  Edgeworth  in- 
formed  the  Council  who  were  fitting  in  the  • 
Temple  bf  tht  King's  requeft*    Some  diffi-i 

culties  were  made,  which  Mr.  Edgeworth  re» 

•     •  •       * 

moved^  fajing  <h«L  ttie  ufuil  omamems  add 
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ail  that  was  requifite  for  the  ceremooy 
could  be  procured  from  a  neighbouring 
church. 

Mr.  Edgeworth  {hewing  great  folioitude 
that  the  Kiqg  ihould  be  grattfiedy  one  of  the 
Commi^oners  (aid,  he  had  heard  of  people 
who  had  been  poiicm^d  taking  the  iacra-* 
Qient. 

« 

To  this  horrid  infinuation  Mr.  Edge- 
worth  made  no  other  reply,  than  bj  cahnly 
reminding  him  that  the  Committee  were 
to  procure  the  hoft. 

What  was  neceflfary  was  provided.     Mr* 

Edgeworth  faid  mafs,  and  adoUqtftored  the 

.f^crament  to  the   King}   and  then  men-> 

tioned  that  his  family  expected  to  fee  him 

before  he  left   the  Temple.     The  KiQg, 

fi^ari^g  that  he  had  not  fu$cient  firmnefs  for 

a  fecond  interview,  wiflied  to  fpare  them  the 

agony  of  fuch  a  fcene,  and  therefore  de- 
clined it* 

At  ha^  an  hour  after  eight  Santerre  came 

7  and 
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and  informed  him  that  he  had  received  or- 
ders to  conduft  hifn  to  the  place  of  exe- 
<;ution.  After  paffing  three  minute's  in  pri- 
vate wkh  his  Confeffor,  he  came  to  the 
outer  room  where  Santerrc  had  remained^ 
jmd  addreding  him,  faid,  •*  Marchons,  jc 
fuis  pret/*  In  dcfcending  to  the  court,  he 
-begged  the  Comraiflioners  to  recommend 
certain  perfons  who  were  in  his  fervice  to 
the  Commupie;  after  which,  not  imagin- 
ing that  Mr.  Edgeworth  intended  to  ac- 
company  him  any  further,    he  was   bid- 

« 

'iing  him  adieu.     But  the  other  faid,  his. 
attendance .  was  not  over.      *VWhat,"  faiU 
the  King,  **  do  you  intend  to  adhere  to  me 
ftill  r    "  Yes,"  replied  the  Confeffor,  "  tg 
the  laft.'' 

,    The  King  walked  through    the   Court 
with  a  firm  ftep,  and  entered  the  Mayor's 
coach,  followed  by  Mr.  Edgeworth,  fi  Mu- 
nicipal  Officer,  and  two  Officers  of  the  Na-* 
tional  Guards. 

Qjl  4  The 
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.  The  King  recited  the  prayers  for  perfoos 
in  the  agonies  of  death  during  the  eof^ 
▼eyance  from  the  Temple  to  the  Place 
de  la  Revolution^  formerly  the  Place  de 
Louis  XV. 

When  the  carriage  flopped  at  the  fcafiold, 
the  King  fidd— "  Nous  void  done  arriv6." 
He  pulled  off  his  coat»  unbuttoned  the  neck 
of  his  ihirty  afcended  the  fcaffold  with  ilea* 
dinefs,  and  furveyed  for  a  few  moments  the 
immdnfe  multitude ;  then  approaching  the 
edge^  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  noife,  he 
made  a  motion  with  his  hand  for  filencet 
which  inftantly  took  place* — ^then  fpeakiog 

*  It  has  been  faid  that  the  fercnity  which  the  King 
{hewed  at  his  deatht  did  not  proceed  wholly  from  the 
fupport  he  derived  frpm  religion,  but  was  pardy  owing 
to  the  hope  he  entertained  to  the  laft,  even  when  on  die 
fcaSbldy  that  his  life  would  be  fared  by  the  peoplcj  and 
that  his  ConfeJTor  encouraged  him  in  this  hope. 

Nothing  can  be  more  improbable  than  this  Ilory.  Had 

the  King  entertained  any  fuch  hope,  it  muft!  (till  have 

been  intermingled  with  fear  i  and  fuch  a  ftate  of  min^i 

}nftc..cl  of  culnmers,  was  more  likely  to  produce  agiu^ 

tion, 

The 
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with  a  railed  voice,  he  faid — '^  Francais,  je 
ineurs  innocent.  Je  pardonne  il  tons  mes 
ennemia,  et  je  fouhaite  que  la  France-      ^** 

Santerre,  who  was  on  horfeback  near  the 
icafibld,  made  a  iignal  for  the  drums  to  beat, 
and  for  the  executioners  to  perform  their 
office*  The .  King's  voice  was  drowned  in 
|he  nmie  of  the  drums.. 

Three  es^ecutioners  then  approached  to 
feize  him :  at  the  fight  of  a  cord,  with  which 
one  of  them  attempted  to  tie  his  arms,  the 
King  for  the  firft  dme  (hewed  figns  of  in^ 
dignation,  and  as  if  he  was  going  to  refiiU 
Mn  Edgeworth  put  him  in  mind  that  the 
Saviour  of  Mankind  had  allowed  liis  arms  to 
♦  * 

The  whole  of  his  behaviour  {hews  a  manly  and 
chrifttan  refignatxon  to  a  fate  which  he  thought  inevi- 
table, and  proves  that  his  hopes  were  removed  from 
earth  to  heaven. 

The  charafter  of  Mr.  Edgeworth  precludes  him  from 
the  fulpicion  of  having  encouraged  a  hope  which  would 
have  difturbed  that  turn  of  mind  which  it  was  his  duty 
to  promote  and  cherllh  in  tlie  King. 

be 
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be  ^tied :  he  no  (bonder  protaouneibd  this; 
than  the  King  became  pafflve  ars  a  Iamb: 
The  executioners  l^d  hold  of  him,  and 
placed  him  on  the  guillotine.  The  Con- 
feiTor  then  kneeling  with  hie  face  near  M 

*  * 

that  of  the  King,  pronounced  albud— **  En- ' 
fant  de  Saint  Louis,  montez  au  cidJ^— The 
blow  was  given — Mr.  Edgeworth*^  face  was 
fprihkled  with  the  King's  blood«  The  exc^ 
cutioner  walked  round  the  fcaffold,  holding 
ttp  the  head  to  be  feen  by  the  people,  A 
few,  who  had  probably  been  hired  for  the 
purpofe,  cried — ^^  Vive  la  Nation !  Vive  la 
Republique !" 

Thus  did  the  French  Nation,  who  had 
endured  the  cruelties  of  Lewis  the  Ele- 
venth, the  treachery  of  Charles  the  Ninth, 
and  the  tyranny  of  Lewis  the  Four- 
teentli,  condemn  and  execute  for  the 
pretended  crimes  of  cruelty,  treachery,  and 
tyranny,  the  raildeft,  moft  juft,  and  Icaft 

tyrannical 
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tyrannical  Pnivce  that  tjcr  fat   on   their 
throne. 

Let  us  confider  the  cocdu£):  of  the  Con- 
vention with  regard  to  the  King,  and  decide 
iufhether  it  can  be  reconciled  to  good  fenfe, 
juftice,  or  humanity.  * 

When  the  Deputies  firft  met  and  formed 
a  National  Convention,  they  knew  that  a 
moft  extraordinary  event  had  happened;  that 
the  palace  of  their  King  had  been  attacked; 
that  many  citizens  had  been  killed,  and  aU 
inoft  all  his  guards  flaughtered  ;  that  the 
"King  himfelf  with  all  his  family  had  been 
thrqwn  into  prifon,  where  they  ftill  remain- 
ed ;  and  that  their  duty,  as  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation,  was  to  inveftigate  the  caufes 
of  this  extraordinary  event,  and  to  punifli 
the  guilty. 

The  Convention  were  informed  by  thofe 
who  had  planned  (and  diredled  the  attack  on  ' 
the  palace,  **  That  the  citizens  had  been  wan- 
tonly fired  on  by  the  guards,  in  confequencc 

of 
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of  orders  from  the  King;  that  tlie  King  waa 
betraying  the  country  to  an  invading  armyt 
v^ith  the  leaders  of  which  he  was  in  corre- 
ipondence;  and  that  uolefs  be  had  been  at* 
tacked  and  iniprifoned>  the  nation  ^ould 
have  been  eaflaved/* 

Having  heard  this  accufation,  it  was  na« 
tural  to  have  imagined  that  the  Convention 
would,  in  the  next  place,  have  wilhed  to 
know  the  King^s  account  of  thefe  tranfao* 
tions,  that  they  might  be  the  better  able  to 
judge  which  account  wa3  the  moft  probablci 
and  the  bed  fupported  by  known  and  in* 

controvertible  fads. 

» 

One  fa£t  they  mud  have  known,  napiely, 
that  when  the  King  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  his  palace  was  to  be  attacked,  he  fent  for 
the  Mayor  of  Paris  and  other  Civil  Officers 
to  be  near  his  perlbn,  and  to  be  witnefTcs 
of  his  condud. 

.  From  diis  it  was  to  be  prcfumed,  that  the 
King  wilhed  to  avoid  force,  and  if  he  ihould 

be 
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be  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  udng  it,  tliat  It 

> 

ikould  be  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  Civil 

•'■•*■ 

Magiftrate. 
,  The  Convention  might  have  recoUeded, 
that  although  one  of  the  many  evils  which 
are  inherent  in  a  defpotic  govemmbnt,  be, 
that  there  is  no  door  to  freedom  but  through 
iofurredHon ;  yet  the  moderate  and  equi« 
table  charader  of  Lewis  XVI.  had  early  in- 
clined him  to  fuch  alterations  in  the  old  fyf<- 
temi  as  would  gradually  have  united  the 
prerogatives  of.  limited  monarchy  with  the 
rights  of  free  men. 

Such  confiderations,  with  a  moderate  ihare 
of  candour  and  gratitude,  one  would  imagine, 
would  have  made  them  fufpend  their  belief 
in  thefuU  extent  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  the 
King}  and  at  all  events  have  prevented  their 
giving  a  declHon  injurious  to  him^  till  he 
was  heard,  and  till  as  many  of  their  brother 
Deputies  as  were  expedled  had  arrived.  In- 
ftead  of  this,  they  thought  proper,  on  the 

very 
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very  fifrft  day  of  their  meeting,  when  not 

*  • 

above  half  of  their  number  had  arrived^ 
without  hearing  the  King,  to  pronounce  the 
ferereft  fentence  againft  him  which  they 
had  a  right  by  the  Cbnftitution  to  have  done^* 
even  if  aR  of  which  he  was  accufed  had 
.  been  clearly  proved  *• 

They  next  proceed  vriih  moire  deBbera- 
tion,  to  determine  whether  the  King  may 
not  ftiil  be  tried  for  his  life. 

The  inviolability  with  which  the  Confti- 
tution  had  invefted  the  monarch,  was^  in  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  Deputies,  an  infur* 
mountaUe  objedion  to  this  meafure. 

It  might  have  been  imagined,  that  if  the 
terms  in  which  this  inviolability  was  expre& 
ed  by  the  Conftitution  had  been  obicurfe 
and  fomewhsu  dubious,  ftill  it  would  have 
been  becoming  in  the  legiflators  c£  a  great 
nation  to  have  explained  them  in  the  moft 

•  •  • 

*  Abolition  of  Royalty. 

favourable 
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&^our2^ie'  ftnfe  for  their  uoforttinate  md^ 
aardit  there  was  no  room,  howerer,  for 
tfatir  exctcififtg  their  geoerbfirir  in  this  man* 
Aer  ;*  for  the  terms  arc  as  dear  as  laiigtiago 
ean  fliake  them.  -  .     ' 

This  had  no  tSiSt  oil  a  majorky  of  Cho' 
Beputiesi  who  fleclared,  that  they  cohfidcred 
the  inviolability  as  a  mere  chimera,  which 
ought  not  to  be  regarded*  * 

The  reafoirihg  by  which  they  fiipperted 
this  jM-opofition  will  appear  extraordinary* 
•*  The  Conftitatlon,"  fay  they,  *^  could  only 
render  the  King  inviolable  while  he  was 
King)  bnt  it  can  hav«  no  fach  cffi^  n\DW> 
that  Royalty  is  abolUhed ;  and  therefore  we 
ma?y  now  with  propriety  try  him  as  a  pri- 
vate citizen."  » 

Aecording  to  the  miUtary  laW  and  cufttDm 
of  fome  cotmtries,  an  officer  of  the  array 
may  be  condemned  to  \oh  his  confimiffion,' 
and  to  ferve  in  the  ranks  for  certain  crimes, 
for  which  a  common  foldier  would  be  con« 

demned 
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jcmiwd  to  uodeigo  ^  corporal  pttoUbiiient  j 
•^but  nQtbing  fo  UDJuft  waacver  thought  o^ 
as  firft  to  make  the  officer  ibffer  the  puniih* 
stent  appointed  by  the  military  code  for  his 
crime  as  an  officer^  and  afterwards^  on  the 
pretence  of  his  being  a  common  foldieri  to 
inflid  a  fecond  pnniihment  for  the  fame 
crime* 

Other  Deputies  reaTon  in  this  manner : 
The  in'violability  is  very  good  in  ordi-* 
oary  cafes,  but  it  is  of  no  uTe  in  the.prefent. 
The  people  are  fovertign,  independent  of 
the  Conftitution,  and  cannot  be  bound  by 
any  law  made  by  the  Conftitution. — ^Louis 
XVL  n^^oit  Roi  que  par  la  Gmfiitution: 
La  Nation  ^toit  Souverain  fans  Ck>nftitution: 
et  fans  Roi  *. 

Thus  that  metaphyfical  monarch,  le  Peu« 
pie  Souveraio,  is  conjured  up,  on  convents 
ent  occafions,  to  anfwer  for  every  Idnd  <£ 

•  Rap,  dcMailhc,  7  Nov.  179a. 
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injuftice  and  cruelty: — he  was  at  one 
time  declared  to  be  the  author  of  themaiTa- 
ores  of  the  prifonersy  on  purpofe  to  fcreen 
the  real  murderers;  and  in  this  inftance 
he  is  brought  forward  to  annihilate  the  moft 
folemn  and  facred  of  all  obligations. 

The  Committee  who  formed  the  Deere© 
of  Accufation  againft  the  King,  feem  to 
have  been  very  much  perplexed,  on  account 
of  the  force  and  precifion  in  which  his  in- 
violability is  declared  by  the  Conftitution. 

« 

Mailhe,  who  pr§fented  it  in  their  name  to 
the  Convention,  after  repeating  this  cm  ** 
barrafling  article,  fays,  with  fome  degree  of 
pafiion,  "  Cela  veut-il  dire  que  le  Roi,  tant 
qu'il  feroit  afTez  adroit  pour  eluder  les  cas  dc 
la  decheance,  pourroit  impunement  s'aban-^ 
donner  aux  paffions  les  plus  feroces,  et  fe- 
roit-il  quitte  pour  la  perte  d'un  fceptre  qui 
lui  etoit  odieux,  parce  qu'il  n*^toit  pas  d© 
fer  ?" 

Without  taking  notice  of  the  falfe  and 
VOL.  II,  Rr  cUildifli 
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ehildKh  exaggeradons  which  hli  <{ueftioa  in- 
finuates,  Mailhe  may  be  anfwcrcd,  that  if 
the  King  had  the  addrefs  to  elude  all  the 
cafes  to  which  the  Conftitution  has  affixed 
the  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  cr6wn,  he  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  forfeit  it — and  if  Mailhe 
himfelf  were  on  his  trial  for  murder  or  rob- 
bery, and  it  clearly  appeared,  that  the  accu^ 
fation  was  falfe,  or,  to  ufe  Mailhe's  exprei^ 
Jion,  that  he  had  had.  the  addrefs  to  elude 
thofe  crimes^  I  confefs  I  (hould  be  for  ac* 
quitting  him;  for  whatever  may  be  the  opi* 
nion  and  pradice  in  France,  I  adhere  to  the 
old  notion,  that  a  man,  who  has  the  addrefs 
to  be  innocent,  ought  not  to  be  punifhed  as 
guilty. 

Nothing  can  be  more  unworthy,  than  for 
the  legiflators  of  a  nation  to  attempt  to  ex- 
plain away  the  obvious  meaning  ^  of  a  pro- 
pofition  fo  clearly  expreffed,  as  that  relating 
to'  the  King's  inviolajbility  is  by  the  French 
tConftitution ;  and  the  arguments  they  have 

ufed 


ufed  are  as  fophiftical  as  the  attempt  is  un<? 
becoming.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
think  it  extravagant  to  queftion,  whether 
Lewis  XVI  would  have  accepted  of  the  Con-* 
fiitntion,  had  the  inviolability  been  explain- 
ed to  him  therij  in  the  manner  which  it  is 
WW)  explained.  I  am  convinced  he  would 
Qot)  if  he  had  thought  that  Danton,  Robef- 
pierre,  Legendre,  and  Marat  were,  in  any 
prefumable  cafe,  to  be  his  judges. 

But  had  all  objedlions  founded  on  the 
inviolability  of  the  King's  perfon  beeij 
removed,  were  it  clear  that  he  might  have 
been  tried  and  dealt  with  as  a  private  citi- 
zen, for  crimes  laid  to  his  charge  as  a  King; 
lUll  the  Convention,  as  it  was  compofed, 
could  not,  with  any  colour  of  impartiality, 
be  confidered  as  a  proper  tribunal  for  his 
trial :  to  have  rendered  it  fuch,  it  would  have 
been  neceffary  to  remove  all  thofe  who  had 
in  print,  or  from  the  tribune,  declared  them- 
felves  convinced  of  his  guilt,  or  in  any.  way 

R  r  2  manifefted 
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manifefted  a  defire  that  he  fhould  be  exe- 

* 

cuted.  What  poffibility  is  there,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  King's  innoceoce  fhould  be 
proved  to  Saint-Juft,  Deputy  for  the  depart- 
ment of  TAifne,  who,  in  the  difcourfe  he 
read  to  the  Convention,  fays,  "  Le  proces 
doit  ecre  fait  au  Roi,  non  point  pour  le  crime 
de  Ton  adminiftration,  mais  pour  le  crime 
d^avoir  ete  Roi:  on  ne  pent  point  regner  in- 
nocemment.  Tout  roi  n*eft  qu'un  rebelle 
ct  un  ufurpateun"  And  Robefpierre,  in 
the  Society  of  Jacobins,  vrhere  there  were 
feveral  who  had  been  members  of  the  Le- 
giflative  Aflembly,  and  were  then  of  the 
Convention,  faid,  "  that  if  the  King  were  ab« 
folved,  they  muft  of  courfe  be  confidered  and 
puniflied  as  rebels."  Were  fuch  men  im- 
partial judges? 

And  if  the  objedions  to  particular  Depu- 
ties  were  entirely  removed,  one  folid  one 
remains  againft  the  whole  Aflembly,  name- 
ly,  that   being  the  King's  accufers,   they 

were 


teere  difqualified  from  being  his  jury  of 
judges. 

When  we  next  come  to  confider  the  nature 
of  the  proofs  in  fupport  of  the  accufation,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  obtained, 
the  force  of  the  objedions  againft  them  is 
obvious  and  ftriking.  The  papers  found  ia 
the  King's  cabinet  on  the  loth  of  Auguft, 
and  thofe  afterwards  difcovered  in  the  iron 
cheft  in  the  wall  of  the  Tuileries,  are  not 
fair  and  legal  evidence — ^becaufe  papers 
may  have  been  introduced  and  mixed 
with  the  others  by  the  King's  enemies;  be- 
caufe  papers  may  have  been  loft  or  removed 
which  would  have  explained  and  accounted 
for  what  appears  criminal  in  others;  becaufc 
a  perfon's  having  criminal  papers  in  his  cuf^ 
tody,  is  no  proof  that  he  approves  of,  or  is 
even  acquainted  with  their  contents;  and 
flill  lefs  of  his  intending  to  adopt  the  opi- 
nions, or  follow  ihe  plans  or  counfels  of  the 
writers. 

5  Let 
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Ltt  lis  &rther  fuppofe,  that  all  the  papera 
prefented  to  the  Convention  are  the.  genu- 
ifte  papers  found  in  the  Kitig*s  clofer,  with* 
out  2lxxy  having  been  added  or  fubftraded.^ 
ftill  they  do  not  conftitute  a  proof  of  hb 
having  formed  any  fcheme  of.deftroying 
the  Conftitution,  or  betraying  the  country 
to  itse  netnies*   . 

BrifTot  in  his  writings,  Louvet  and  Bar- 
baroux  in  their  fpeeches  in  tbe.  Convendon, 
aflerty  that  they,  and  their  aflbciates,  brought 
about  the  Revolution  of  the  loth  of  Augufty 
with  a  view  to  e(labU(h  a  Republic  They 
were  fo  precife  and  minute  on  this  import* 
4nt  point,  as  even  to  particularife  the  place* 
-<— It  was  at  Charenton,  as  they  declared^ 
that  the  meafure  of  attacking  the  King  in 
his  palace  was  determined  on  ;  it  was  at 
firft  agreed  to  be  on  the  29th  of  July,  but 
afterwards  poftponed  to  the  loth  of  Auguft* 
Danton,  Robefpierre,  and  Chabot,  infill  that 
this  honour  belongs  tp  them,     PetioUj  who 

had 
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had  been  fent  fot  by  the  King,  who  'was  ac- 
tually in  the  palace  as  a  Civil  Magiftrate^ 
and  in  the  diarader  of  a  mediator,  early 
that  morning,  was  afterwards  very  much 
hurt,  becaufe  Robefpierre  infmuated  that  he 
had  had  very  little  fhare  in  the  infurredion 
of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  **  Lea  hommes^  * 
fays  he,  in  his  letter  to  Robefpierre,  "  qui  fe 
font  attribu^  la  gloire  de  cettejourn6e,font 
les  hommes  a  qui  elle  appartientle  moips;  ellft 
eft  due  aux  braves  fed^r^s,  et  a  teur  direSloire 
fecrttqui  concert  ait  depuislong  t0mps  Uplande 
Cmfurre^icnr  And  in  his  letter  to  the  Soci- 
ety of .  Jacobins  he  claims  his  own  right  to 
part  of  the  glory :  "  Je  n'ai  pas  peu  con* 
tribue,*'  fays  Petion, "a  araencr  la  joumee  du 
lo  Aout/'  After  this,  how  could  aqy  men 
of  common  fenfe,  and  common  candour, 
hear  with  patience  the  King  accufed  of  be- 
ing the  aggreflbr  on  that  occafion  ?  Yet 
this  was  done  in  the  a£t  of  accufation,  and 
repeated  by  many  of  the  members-  in  their 
fpceches  during  the  procefs. 

Finally, 
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0 

^  Finally,  let  itbe  fappofed,  that  theperfoQ 
of  the  King  was  not  rendered  inviolaUe  by  the 
Conftitution  ;  that  the  Convention  was  the 

proper  tribunal  by  which  he  ought  to  have 
been  tried ;  that  the  papers  were  unexcep* 
tionable  evidence;  and  that  the  proof  againft 
him  was  convincing  :  after  all  this  has  been 
admitted,  ftill  it  is  clear  that  it  was  moft  in-* 
expedient  and  unwife  in  the  National  Con- 
Tention  to  decree  his  execution,  becaufe  it 
would  exafperate  many  of  the  Princes  of 
Europe;  and  if  it  pleafed  any,  it  would 
afford  even  them  a  pretext  for  making  war 
with  France ;  thus  creating  new  enemies  lo 
their  infant  Republic,  and  (Irengthening  the 
hands  of  the  old. 

Becaufe  the  great  objed:  of  puniihment  is 
to  prevent,  and  not  to  avenge  crimes ;  and 
in  a  Republic  the  fame  cafe  could  never 
again  occur* 

Becaufe  a  living  and  dethroned  King 
would  have  been  lefs  intereiling  to  the  pub* 

lici^ 
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lie,  and  therefore  lefs  formidable  to  the  pre- 
fent  government  of  France,  than  a  young 
Prince,  whofe  character  calumny  could  not 
touch,  and  whofe  father  had  been  beheaded. 

A  French  lady,  diftinguifhed  for  wit, 
having  remarked  the  ingenuity  of  a  fodtman 
belonging  to  a  man  of  high  quality,  who 
was  as  ugly  and  ftupid  a$  his  fervant  was^ 
the  reverfe,-faid,  **  II  faut  avouer  que  la 
Nature  n'eft  pas  Ariftocrate." — If  Nature 
has  been  partial  to  democracy,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  however,  that  the  Deraocrates  of 
France  have  been  moft  ungrateful  to  Nature, 
by  violating  all  her  laws,  and  wounding  all 
her  feelings. 

The  records  of  mankind  exhibit  no  ex- 
ample of  crimes  deliberately  committed, 
attended  with  fo  many  circumftances  of 
wanton  unrelenting  cruelty,  and  fo  evidently 
pernicious  to  the  caufe  of  the  perpetrators. 

FINIS. 


EXPLANATION  of  thb  MAT. 

nrHE  march  of  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  from  Luxem« 
bourg  to  Longwy  and  Verdun,  and  from  Verdun, 
by  Grand  Pre,  to  the  Camp  of  La  Lunt^  is  indicated  b/ 
a  line  of  a  green  colour. 

The  march  of  General  Dumourier  from  Sedan  to 
Grand  Pre  and  St.  Menehould  is  marked  by  a  red  line* 

The  march  of  General  Dillon  from  Mouzon  to 
Biefme,  red.    . 

• 

The  march  of  General  Kellermann  from  Metz^  bj 
Barle  Due,  St.  Dizier,  and  Vitry,  red. 

The  fields  where  engagements  tdok  place,  are  indi- 
cated by  fwords  crofTed. 

The  rivers  are  pale  green. 

The  roads  yellow. 

The  Duke  of  Brunfmck's  Camp  at  La  Lune  is 
coloured  yellow. 

Thofe  of  Dumourier  and  Kellermann  near  St.  Mene- 
hould, red. 

Dillon's  Camp  at  the  Cote  de  fiiefme,  red. 
The  Heffian  Camp  near  Dombaflc,  greca. 


